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= Public to Lectures on the Firſt Twel re 

Es Chapters of Iſaiah, have induced the Author to 
lay before them another Volume. If any apo- 3-8 

5 logy is th neceffary for this publication. 

r 

8 for that ind and encouragement by which i 


be is animated te protted in his labours. Suck 
7 is the variety of taſte and ſentiment, that poſſibly 


15 the Lectures formerly publiſhed, may appear to 3 
ſeme Readers more important and intereſting N 

. than thoſe contained in this Volume; to others, | 9 
Fo thoſe now. preſented to the Public, may be 


- "i thought more inſtructive and ufeful; and there 
is little doubt, that both theſe opinions will. be 
reverſed. The ſubjeQs treated in the firft part 
of theſe Prophecies, muſt be allowed to poſſeſs 
a decided ſuperiority to thoſe contained in the 
Twelve Chapters that immediately follow, which | 
chiefly relate to matters of leſs: general moment 
and utility. They are therefore diſcuſſed with. 
greater brevity, according to the apprehended' * 
rtance of the ſeveral topics which are occa- - 
| fionally introduced. The fubjects of which tne 
5 Prophet · diſcourſes in the next Six Chapters, are 
1— unqueſtionably of equal excellence and ſubli- 7 fog 
8 mity with thoſe compriſed in the former „ 
lume, and elucidated with no leſs elegance and 4 19 
. beauty. They conſequently claim a more full 
diſcuſſion, and are more amply illuſtrated in tle | 
latter part of theſe Lectures. The Author con 
8 tinues his ardent wiſhes, that the God of all 00 
0 grace may abundantly bleſs. this Expoſition, ang 
Ef render it effectual foi promoting the beft in- 
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. © 
| E now enter upon the Second Part of theſe 
WY Prophecies, in which ſurpriſing, variegated;. 
and inſtirugive ſcenes are preſented 1 view. The 
future fortunes of the neighbouring nations to Ca- ; 
naan, which were cloſely connected with the affairs 
of the people of God, are here faithfully delineated: | 
The ſubject chiefly treated in the diſcourſe before us, 
Is truly affecting. It exhibits a moving repreſenta- 
tion of the awful judgments which the Almighty, in 
the courſe of divine proyidence, would certainly exe- 
cute upon the implacable adverſaries of his church. 
Theſe predicted calamities, the reſult of his wiſe coun> _ 
ſels, were to diſplay before the world his conſum- |. , | 
mate righteouſneſs, and to promote the good of his 
people, by delivering them from the oppreſſion of 
their wicked and malevolent - enemies. Whilſt the 
contemplation of theſe terrible judgments which are 
here deſcribed, calls forth pity and commiſeration to- 
ward thoſe againſt whom they were denounced, it 
lays a ſure foundation for the confidence; conſolation, 
and joy of thoſe who have the Lord for their God, 
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his Son's kingdom. 


The long diſcourſe, ! 18 comprehended in : 


this and the following chapters,” on to the twenty- 


third incluſive, may be divided into eight different 
ſections. The firſt relates to the deſtruction of Ba- 
bylon, chap. xiii.—ver. 28. bf chap. xiv.———The. _ 
fecond predicts the overthrow of the Philiftines, chap.” 

| xiv./ ver. 28.—32.——The third treats of the deſo- 
late condition to which Moab was to be reduced, 
chap, xv, and xri. The fourth repreſents the ca - 


lamitous ftate of the Syrians; the Ephraimites, the 


Aſſyrians, and the Egyptians, chap. xvii. and xviti— © 


The fifth deſcribes the deſolation of Egypt, and its 


return to the Lord, with the calamities which were 


to be inflicted upon Ethiopia and the Arabians, chap. 


xix. and xx. The ſixth foretels the complete over- _ 
throw of the Babylonian empire, with which are con- 


nected the miſeries which were to befal the Idumeans 


and Arabians, chap. xxi.———The ſeventh exhibits - . 


the; diſtrefles which were to be ſent pon Judah and 8 
ap. 


xx ii. 


00 by means of Sennacherib, 


he eighth lineates the deſtrudtian of * yre, chap. 


xxiii. 0 


Theſe predictions bein to de principally ended 1 
{1 to. convey the following important inſtructions, which 


we ought to learn from them: 1. That the moſt 


powerful enemies of the people of God, who oppoſe 
their intereſts, and oppreſs their rſons, ſhall not 


eſcape the righteous judgments. of Heaven, but ſhall 
certainly periſh in tbeir hoſtile attempts againſt the 


church of God, and ſooner or later ſhall feel the 
weight of divine vengeance. 2. That the God of all 
comfort will never fail to adminiſter conſolation to 
his oppreſſed, dejected ſervants, when they are in dan | 


gerous circumſtances, and moſt apt to be gverwhelm- 


ed with dread of their formidable enemies, and the ; 
- imminent dangers to which they are expoſed.—— 
5 3˙ We in che ee of nne and the 


other 
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oth r powers that were adverſe to Urael of old, men 
might behold a ſtriking repreſentation of the unavoid- RTE hu 
able overthrow of all the nations on the earth, who | 
rfiſt in virulent oppoſition to the kingdom of out ES, 
. and his Chriſt. - 7 0 EE: 
The prophecy which comes. firſt under confidera. | 
tion, comprehended in this and the next chapter, 1 5 
to ver. 28. foretels the deſtruction of Babylon by tbe „ 
Medes and Perſians. This great event was to be te 
mean of delivering the Jews from the captivity in 
which they had been long detained ; and having been 
predicted probably about two hundred years before 
its accompliſhment, the proſpect it afforded would 
revive the dejected minds of the men of Judah with 
the hopk of releaſe. The prophecy opens with the 
command of God, to gather 9 the forces which 
he had appointed to this ſervice, ver. 2. and 4.—— _ 
Upon which the prophet immediately hears the tu- 
multgous noiſe of the different nations erowding to- 
gether to his ſtandard; he ſees them advancing, pre. 
pared to execute the divine vengeance; ver. 4. and 5 — 
He then proceeds to deſcribe the dreadful conſequences 
with which this viſitation was to be accompanied, 
ver. 6.—11.— Under a variety of the moſt ſtriking 
images, the dreadful deſtruction of Babylon is next 
fet- forth, ver. 12.—16. The chapter concludes 
with a deſcription of the everlaſting defolation 0 
which Fat great city is doomed, ver. 17. to the end. 9 
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T" E We teu of Babylon, which Uaiah cs po Y Ko 
ſon of , TT In 


The city 15 Babylon, famqus for its eit „Kü | 
grandeur, ſtood in a lar 1 plain, remarkable for its 
rich 5 eros ſoil, whic tay along the banks of the 

rixer 
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river Euphrates.” It was ſurrounded with walls, 
which were eighty-ſeven feet in thickneſs, . threeq- 
hundred and fifty feet in height, and ſixty miles in 
length. Theſe immenſe walls were built of large 
bricks, cemented by a ſort of glutisous pitch found _ 
in that country. On the outſide of the walls a great 
ditch was formed, which was lined with bricks, and 
HFlled with water. The walls were built in the form 
of a ſquare, each ſide of which was fifteen miles in 
length, and had twenty-five gates, that were made 
of ſolid braſs. At each of the four corners was a 
tawer, and betwen every two gates were three towers, 
_ raiſed about ten feet higher than the walls. Oppoſite ' 
to the twenty-five gates were twenty-five ſtreets, about 
one hundred and fifty feet wide, which went in 
ſtraight lines to the gates on the other ſide; ſo that 
there were fifty ſtreets in the city, fifteen miles long, 
croſling each other at right angles. Beſides, there 
were four ſtreets next to the walls, about two hun, 
dred feet broad. In this manner the city was divided 
into fix hundred and ſeventy-ſix ſquares, each of 
which was two miles and one quarter in circum» 
ference; on the. ſides of which ſtood the houſes, of 
three and four ſtories high, richly ornamented. in 
the midſt of the ſmall ſquares were gardens and 
pleaſure-grounds.. . e 


1 5 ö 3 
A branch of the great river Euphrates ran through * 
the city, from north to ſouth. On each fide of \ 
river a wall was built, of the ſame thickneſs with 
. thoſe which encompaſſed the city; in which, over 
_ every ſtreet that led to the river, were gates. 
of braſs; from which a deſcent, formed by ſteps, went 
down to the water, for the convenience of the inha- 
bitants. Over the river was built a bridge, a furlong 
mn length, and thirty feet wide, executed with won- 

_ derful art; the arches of which were made of large 
ſtones, faſtened together with chains of iron and 
melted lead. To prevent the injuries to which the 
city and country adjacent were expoſed, from the in- 
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undations of the Euphrates, two artificial canals were 
cut at ſome diſfance above the city, by which the courſes 
of the waters waz directed into the Tigris; and prodis | * © 
gious banks were formed on each ſide the river, to keen 
the waters in their channel. To. facilitate the execus 2 
tion of theſe great works, it is ſaid that a very large ar- 
 tificial lake was dug, of forty miles ſquare, and thirty :. 
five fect deep, into which the waters of the river were 
turned, by means of a canal, until the whole enter - 
priſe was finiſhed. _-. „C Ws, 
At each end of thg bridge was a magnificent palace, 
the one of which had a communication with the other, 
by means of a vault that was made under the channel 
of the river. The palace, on the eaſt, is ſaid to haue 
been three miles and three quarters in compaſs; and 
that on the weſt, ſeven miles and a half: and both 
were ſurrounded . with three walls, at conſiderable 
diſtances.———There were alſo in this city hanging 
rdens, containing a ſquare, meaſuring four hun- 
red feet on each fide. They were made in form of 
terraces, carried up as high as the walls of the city, 
by means of arches built on the top of arches, and 
22 by a wall of twenty-two feet in thick. | 
neſs. On the top of the arches were laid large ſtones: | 
theſe were covered with reeds, mixed with bitumen, 
upon which were laid bricks cemented with plaſter; | - _ 
and above all theſe, thick ſheets of lead, on which was 
laid the mould of the gardens, ſo deep that te 
largeſt trees might grow there. In the upper terrace __ 
was a pump, by which water was drawn up from hy The 
pers to moilten the ſoil of the gardens. In the | 


ches were magnificent apartments, from which | _. 
were ſeen the moſt beautiful proſpecett s. 
The magnificent temple, which was built in the 
form of a pyramid, ſtood near the palace; and, alt 

the foundation, meaſured half a mile in compaſs.  _* 
The tower, on the top of it, was ſaid to be a furlong | 
in height; on which was raiſed an obſervatory, the Wy . 

aſcent to which was by ſtairs on the outſide, turned. 1 1 
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6 
in the manner of a ſpiral line. In this temple w 
ed the worſhip of the god Belus or Baal, an 
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other deities. The riches it contained in ſtatües, 
tables, Mc. were immenſe, reckoned by ſome to have 
amounted to twenty-one millions Sterling. Such were 


the wonderful ſtructures for which this great city was 


renowned, and by which it was richly ornamented. 
Babylon was no leſs remarkable for antiquity than 
randeur. The foundations of the city were laid by 
imrod, the great 2 of Noah, about a hun. 
dred yeurs after the delu 
that ſhe might ſurpaſs all who had preceded her in 


In after times, Semiramis, 


enterpriſe and magnificence, and immortalize her 0 


name, employed two millions of men in dalkiing 


empire; which increaſed through various ing 6 
until it attained the ſummit of its power and ſplendor 


in the days of Nebuchadnezzar. This is great Ba- 


and 
decorating this royal emporium of the Babyloniſh | 


\ 


bylon,' of which Ifaiah treats" in the prophecy be- 


fore us. £0 $1 " 1 88 
The burden. The root from which the word here 
tranſlated burden is derived, ſignifies to /ift up or ta 


bear ; and, by an eaſy tranſition, it is uſed to denote ' 


the awful doom pronounced upon a perſon or people. 


The prophecies containing denunciations of divine 


judgments, which were to be inflicted upon various 
natzons as the juſt puniſhment of their wickedneſs, _ 
are called burdens in this and the following cons 5 


Such was to be the intolerable weight of the predicted 


calamities, that they were greatly to diſtreſs and cruſh 
thoſe on whom they were laid. So heavy and unſupy 
portable are the effects of the divine diſpleaſure, th 
they are a burden by far too much for men to bear. 
This truth was acknowledged by David, the ſervant 
of the Lord, in theſe words: Mine iniquities ate 


gone over mine head: as an heavy burden they are 
| 0 too heavy for me“. So great n of guilt 1 


* Pal. xxxviii. 4. 
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Van. 2. PROPHECIES OF ISAIAH. 3 | 
which he had contraQed, and ſo dreadful the wrath | _ 

of God he deſerved, that he top me it altoge». \' © 
ther intolerable. If the hand of God is thug heavy 

on his people, when he chaſtens them for their profit, 

how dreadful muſt be thoſe terrible calamities where - 

by he puniſhes and conſumes the wicked! None 

| knoweth the R of God's anger, the awful effects 

of which cruſh into ruin the ſtrongeſt nations of the = 

earth, and prove a. burden too heavy for them to ſuſ - 

tain: 80 frequently was this expreſſion uſed by the 

prophets of the Lord, that there were ſome ſcoffers 

who, on that accoufit, derided them with conte 
with whom God was highly diſpleaſed, and whom he 
threatened, by the prophet Jeremiah, ſeverely to 
puniſh, in theſe words: And when this people, or 

the prophet, or a prieſt, ſhall aſk thee, ſaying; | 
What is the burden of the Lord ? thou ſhalt then 
* ſay unto them, What burden? I will even forſake 
* you, ſaith the Lord “. — This burden Iſaiah, the 
fon of Amoz, did ſee, The calamities which he fores 
told were to be inflicted on Babylon were very 
clearly revealed to him, probably; by means of a 2AM 
viſion, wherein he had a diſtinct repreſentation 1948 
of the approaching divine judgments that ſhould _ . | 
ſpread deſolation over that hows city. This viſion 
which he beheld, either with his bodily ſight, or' 

with the eyes of his mind, was attended with ſuch | +. 

ſatiskying evidence, and convincing power, that . 
could not entertain a doubt concerning the truth o 
what he relates. VVV 


2 Lift ye up a banner upon the high moun- 8 | Nr 
tain, exalt the voice unto them, ſhake the hand, 
that they may go into the gates of the noble. 
The prophecy begins with the command of Gd. 
to collect together the forces which he had appointed 


N 
h 0 to 


8 Txcrukxs on un Cray. Xllt: 
to execute righteous judgments upon Babylon. To 
the Lord of hoſts it belongeth to muſter the armies _ 
df battle, and to give out his orders to his ſervants; 
that they may ful i the purpoſes which he hath form- 
ed; The armies whom the Almighty was to employ, 
as the inſtruments of his vengeance againſt Babylon, 
were to be compoſed of Medes and Perſians; and to 
them the orders, here delivered, may be conſidered 
as/ particularly; addreſſed, though it is unneceſſary 
anxiouſly to inquire, who were t 6 prone by whom 
the command was given? In explaining prophetic ., 
viſions, it is of much more importance to attend to 
the leading truths which were thereby illuſtrated, and 
the principal deſigns for which they are recorded, 
than to minute circumſtances, which may be men- 
tioned only to connect their ſeveral parts together. 
The orders are thus expreſſed, Lift ye up a banner 
upon the high mountain. Three different ſigns have 
been uſed to collect troops together with expedition, 
for hoſtile purpoſes, all of which are required to be 
made on this occaſion. Well known conſpicuous 
ſignals, ſuch as lifting up a banner or ſtandard on a 
high hill, are firſt mentioned. Loud calls were to be 
given to the ſoldiers, by ſuch voices, and great ſounds, _ 
. as might be heard at a conſiderable diſtance. Beſides, 
ſome ſignificant, geſtures were to be likewiſe employ- . 
ed, ſuch as ſhaking the hand, in order to convene _ 
military people from all quarters, and to haſten their 
march to the arduous ſervice of attacking Babylon,— 
The deſign of all theſe ſignals was, That they may go 
into the gates of the nobles. That they might enter 
into thoſe ſtrongly fortified gates, which ſeemed for 
ever to exclude-the approach of an enemy : that they 
might enter thoſe ſplendid doors, by which the 
princes and nobles of Babylon went; into their ſtately 
palaces. The. words plainly intimate, that all the 
creatures are under the direction of divine Provi- 
dence, who diſpoſes of them as he pleaſes, and aſſigns 
them the various ſervices which they are to perform. 
| 28 bey 


? 


They ſtrongly expreſs the ſacceſs with which' the 
martial achietements of the forces, collected by the 7 
above ſignals, ſhould de attended, through the re ' + 
markable interpoſition of divine Providence, temoy= -* 
ing every impediment that might retard their pro- 
d ©-etos Wea eN 
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have alſo called my mighty ones for mine ah 
even them that rejoice in my highneſs, 


_ 


purpoſes with reſpect to Babylon. have com- 


manded. my ſanftified ones. The perſons here intends 

ed, were not really and internally ſanctified, and 
made holy; but they were choſen and ſet apart by 
the Lord of hoſts, to perform the arduous ſervice'to 
which they were called. In the ſtyle of ſcripture, 
ople are ſometimes ſaid to be fanctiſied, who ate 


arated, by the providence of God, to any imports 


diſplayed. 'Thus, in the Prophecies of Ze 1 
chap. i. 7. it is faid, The Lord hath fan 


ood in the words before us. 
people are farther deſeribed in the following elau 


of this verſe: I have alſo called my mighty ones for M 
anger. The troops of Media and Perfia, who are 
here intended, were renowned for their valour and 


ſtrength z and, on theſe accounts, are celebrated b 
thoſe who have delineated their character. God calls 
them his mighty ones, in as much as from him they 
derived all their. military ſkill and proweſs,” and to 


him they were indebted! for the wonderful ſucceſs - 
which accompanied their enterpriſes;” particularly  _ 
»anquithed- all oppoſition; 


they proved invincible; in war, if their attempts 
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ed, 
prepared r e ueſts.“ In this ſenſe the expreſſion. 
muſt de unde | 


the 


| ee eee character of the pedple . _ 
whom the Almighty was to employ, in executing his - | 


ant work, by which the divine gloty is illuſttiouſly | 


were crowned. wich vigory, all this proceeded from 
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- the Lord mighty in battle, who appointed them to be 
the miniſters of ee, and vengeance. To com- 
plete the deſcription, it is added, Even them that re- 
foice in my highneſs. Jehovah is the Moſt High over 
all the earth, whoſe ſovereign dominion extendeth to 
all perſons, to all times, and to all places. He com- 
mands and forbids, he rewards and puniſhes, he ex. 
alts and depreſſes, according to his pleaſure. All 
power and highneſs is in God, and derived from him, 
and therefore ought men to rejoice. Though the 
people ſpoken of knew not the true God, who girded 
them for war, who went before them, and brake in 
pieces the gates of braſs, and the bars of iron, to give 
them the treaſures of darkneſs; yet they exulted in 
the undaunted fortitude with which he endowed. | 
them, and in the hazardous enterpriſes to which he 
appointed them, in the execution of which he en- 
abled them to ſurmount all oppoſition. „ 
SGauch are the outlines of the character of that 
people, whom God commanded and called to exe-' - 
cute his fierce anger, and to infli& his righteous 
judgments upon Babylon. By this command and 
call, we muſt not ſuppoſe that he excited, in the 
minds of the Medes and Perſians, the corrupt diſpo- 
ſitions of pride, revenge, and luſt of power, from 
wWuhence wars commonly originate, and by which con- 
tending nations are generally actuated. In perfeQ ' 
conſiſtency with the infinite purity of his divine na- 
ture, God aſſigned them this ſerviee, in the courſe of 
his providence: he ſo over- ruled the counſels and de- 
ſigns of theſe powerful kingdoms, as to accompliſh the 
wiſe purpoſes which he had in view. The greateſt 
empires in the world are only the inſtruments which 
the Almighty is pleaſed to employ, in executing the 
plans which he hath formed. With perfect eaſe, and 
certain ſucceſs, he could fulfil all his deſigns with- 
out their aid. He needeth not their help, nor doth 
his work depend on their aſſiſtance; but he calls 
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tem, that he hath command over them, and can 
render them ſucceſsful in the moſt hazardous enter. 


9 


| priſes. 


the battle. Lede . eee + Lhe | 
This verſe repreſents the prompt obedience which 


ſhould be given to the divine command, by the na- 


tions to whom the call of God was directed. The 
prophet immediately hears the tumultuous noiſe of 


the ſeveral kingdoms to whom the Moſt High had 


iſſued: his orders, aſſembling in vaſt numbers, with. 
the utmoſt expedition, to the ſtandard which was to 


be erected for this purpoſe. No ſooner is the fignal 


| given, and the command delivered, than a great con- 


ed noiſe is ſuddenly heard, of multitudes running 


| Ws gh. from different nations, to fight againſt Ba- 


bylon. They were'chiefly compoſed of Medes and 


| Perſians, with many from among other nations, who 


united with them in this bold attempt. Their appear- 


ance was like that of a great people, convened from all 
quarters, forming a very numerous and formidable 
hw prepared to ſurmount every difficulty that 
might lie in their way. To this ſhort account of the | _. | 
aſſembling of the people, the -prophet ſubjoins this 


noble ſentiment : 5 45 
The Lord of hoſts muſtereth the armies of | battle. 
Theſe words nab, wh expreſs the majeſty and do- 


minion of Jehovah, who preſides over the armies of 
| employs them to execute his e 
pleaſure. The hoſts which he muſtereth for battle 3 


heaven and earth, an 


are innumerable and invincible. The armies 


earthly princes are. intended to protect their perſons, 
to defend their kingdoms from their enemies, and to 


afſiſt their friends and allles. From them they derive 
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4 The noiſe of a multitude in the moun- 
tains, like as of a great people: a tumultuous: 
noiſe of the kingdoms of nations gathered to- 

gether ; the LoxD of hoſts muſtereth the hoſt of 
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their importance, to them they are indebted for their 
ſafety, and by them the plans which they have formed 

are carried into execution. The Lord of hoſts is the 
ſtrength and defence of all the vaſt armies which he 
' employs in his ſervice, There is no numbering of his 
| hoſts. "Thouſands of thouſands, and ten thouſand 


times ten thouſand of angels, who excel in-ſtrength, _ 
| hearken continually to the voice of his word, ank 


; which they muſt obſerve, who hath aſſigned to them - 
he work that they ought to perform, and given them | 

' commiſhon in virtue of which they are ta act. He 9 
hath abſolute power to command, and they are under | 

_ Indiſpenſable obligations to obey, with the utmoſt ala- | | 
crity, . whatſoever he requires. This conſideration, 5 
which ought to ſtrike terror into the enemies of this 6 
mighty Lord, ſhould revive and comfort the hearts 
of his people; who are taught to adopt this triumph. 
ant challenge, If God be for us, who can: be againſt * - 

5 They come from a far country, from the d 

end of heaven, even the LorD, and the weapons . 
of his indignation, to deſtroy the whole land. b 
The people, who were called to be che execu- t 
tioners of divine wrath upon Babylon, were to come t 
from a very diſtant land, which. is deſcribed as ſituated t 
- . toward the extremity of heaven. They ſhould take p 
their march from the mountains of Media, Perſia, c 

p N ay ; q 7 4 4 % 8 N . 1 25 N I = 11 x t 
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| and Armenia, which, in ſcripture-ſtyle, lay far from | 
Babylon, againſt whlch their expedition was intends. 
ed; and from Judea, here our prophet was favqured- | 
with this viſion, and deliyered this prophecy.——Nor. 
were the people. ſpoken of, to come by N 
alone: the Lo RD, who ufed them as W N 7 
indignation, was to go with them, that, by the Fre 
rations and diſpoſitions of his Weiden N 
render their way proſperous. In executing * 
teous judgments upon this ſtrong city, he would ems. 
ploy them to deſtroy the whole 'country. that ſur- 
rounded it, and hg overturn. the great empire of 
which it was the metropolis. Cities however 
, princes however $4.5 wh ſhall not eſcape the. 
Rig gnation of God incurred by their fins, Babylon | 
was a pt great and. ſtron city ; and, to human 
view, it ſeemed impregnable ;. hut it was a bloody 
city, full of cruelty, pride, and oppreſlion ; and, * N 
its aer lied N brought unavoidable de- 
ſtruction upon del, and the land. The. over. — EY 
throw - this vr 8 to 8 of the ex- 1 
treme danger © ing in ſin, whi et to... * 
the greate calantities, and the abſolute neceſlity 210 5 W 
reurping to Gone that iniquity re Hot Gur ”" Bn Wie 


5 © Howl ye, for the day of the Lond 4 4 
hand; it ſhall come as A e from 1 
Almi ght. 


Theſe words, which be bare been adreſs to So 
inhabitants of f Babylon, warned thein of approaching 
calamities. Clearl wag the imminent dangen 
to which the | toad the prophet called upon. Ny | ] Pet 
them to howl, in the pr ur of the terrible deſtruc-. \ \ IF. 
tion with which they » were to be viſited, as the juſt _ I 
puniſhment of their crimes. To howl, is ta EW 
and cry; to make a doleful noiſe, like the beaſts 2 „ 
the field, when they are pinched with hunger, or ſu f 
fer extreme tre} 0x alluſion to this well-known 3 

Fd. cuſtom, 3 


+ * 


— 


„ „ LECTURES own THE Char. XIII. 
ceuſtom of animals in diſtreſs, the people of this great 
city, whofe overthrow was faſt drawing on, are in- 
vited to weep and howl, as a proper expreſſion af 
grief and ſorrow, in the view of that dreadful deſola- 
tion which was at no great diſtance.— The reaſon 
_  ſubjoined: B HE t1trg MERE 
Por the day of the Lord is at hand. This expreſſion 
frequently occurs in the prophetic writings. and de- 
notes, that the particular ſeaſon was approaching, 
- wherein God had determined to eie op the iniquities 
of a nation or people, and to puniſn them for their 
tranſgreſſions. Such a period is fignificantly called 
day in ſcripture. language, though it comprehend 
| hundreds of natural days, becauſe it is the time al. 
* botted for ſome important work which is then to be 
8 ee It is emphatically ſtyled the day of the 
Lord, in as much.as he would then manifeſt his righ- 
eons vengeance upon his incorrigible enemies. The 
8 = of wilful ignorance ſhall be diſpelled, the hid- 
den myſteries of iniquity diſcovered, and the perfec- 
tions of God diſplayed. It is therefore deſcribed, as 
à day of darknefs, a day of viſitation, a day of evil, 
2 day of calamity, of fierce anger, of ruin and ſorrow. 
Hence the day of final judgment, in which threatened 
' evils ſhall be aſſigned to the wicked as their portion, 
is, by way of eminence, called the day of the 
Lord *.——The day of the Lord, wherein he would 
inflict awful judgment upon the inhabitants of Ba- 
bylon, is affirmed to have been at hand. Though 
this prophecy was probably delivered in the reign of 
Ahaz, about two hundred years before its accom- 
pliſhment, yet, in the prophetic ſtyle, the day ſpoken 
of was very near. Notwithſtanding that period may 
appear very confiderable to human view, yet it runs 
on with unobſerved rapidity; and, in God's light, 
with whom a thouſand years are as one day, this dif. 
_ tance is ſo ſmall, that it is faid to be at hand. 
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| Let us remember, that the day of the Lord, in which 


we are intimately concerned, is alſo at hand:..the 


will render tribulation: and wrath. to every ſoul of 
man that doth evil, and eternal life to them who, by 


patient continuance in e ſeek for glory, ho. _ 


nour, and immortality. 


It all come at a defruton the Almighty The 4 
title which is here given to the great God, imports, - 
that the divine power is. employed, not only in creat 


ing, preſerving, and ſaving men, but in puniſhing 
tranſgreſſors. It intimates, that as God gracioully 
manitcſts himſelf able to quicken the dead 


ritual ſenſe of the words, he alio 
himſelf as the righteous Governor 
can eaſily deſtroy the obſtinately and im 


L reveals 


penitently 
ke: In this character, God is pleaſed to exhibit 


himſelf to mankind in two different points of view 


as propitious to the penitent, whom he can deliver 


from fin, miſery, and death; and as the powerful 


avenger of fin, who can puniſh i it in the incorrigible| 


workers of iniquity. In theſe oppoſite, though per- 
fectly conſiſtent views, he ſpake * himſelf to Moſes, 


when he ſaid, I kill, and I make alive *.* In the 
New Teſtament, the apoſtle James declares, that he 
is * the One Lawgiver, who is able to fave and to 


© deſtroy . The Lorp, to whom belongeth the 
iſſues from death, is not only the God of ſalvation to 


the righteous, whom he delivers from all evil, but be 


is the God who ſends deftryQion upon the wicked 
and ungodly, who, like Antichriſt, are ſons of perdi- 


tion, in as much as they deſtroy both themſelves and | | 
others. Deſtruction, | in oo. words under conſfi- . 


deration, denotes thoſe deſolating calamities whereby 


Jehovah gives convincing demonſtration. of his dread 


CO en vs. and: Romy a mm fire 10 
. Deut. xxxii. 5 „ | 4 James in. 12. 1 55 es 


Ys 


Judge ſtandeth before the door; and, ere long, he 


and to 
ſave them that are loſt, both in the common and iſp 


the world, who 
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the . EY iniquity. This deſtruction, which 
| ety from the Almiſh ty, announces, in an awful 
: * his omniſcience, holineſs, juſtice, and power: 

it proclaims his wrath, his jealouſy, and righteous 
vengeance and punithes the folly; x et hn and 
| wickedneſs of thoſe on whom it 1 inflicted, - It calls. 

aloud to the inhabitants of the world to- learn righs 

teouſneſs: it inculcates the important lefſons of . . 
ing God, whom we, as well as otliers, have forgotten 
in proſperity of being humble and charitable; and 
of making reſtitution to thoſe whom we have injured. 
The day of the Lord was foretold to come upon Ba- 
bylon, as a deſtruction from the Almighty, which 
comes with irreſiſtible violence, and 5 when. 
| - little expected. This prediction was fulfilled; when 
Cyrus, kin ng of Perſia, matched with his. 1 
army againſt Babylon, and, contrary to the ep. 
tion of the 8 in a ſhort time, entered it iti 
triumph. Were we properly influenced od ſteady 
views of the approaching day of the Lord, did w 
tightly attend to the viefol inſtructions which ariſe 


| From this fubject, we would not ſo frequently fran. 
8 greſs, as we do, the rules of; Nerf n SR * 
equity do wurd man. 


- 


7 Therefore ſhall all hands be it, and 
every man's heart ſhall melt. RT NE? 


The effects produced upon the Babylonians/y/ he: 
above-predifte expedition, are deſcribed in this and 
the following verſe fl l hands ſhall be faint, or 

| ſhall fall down, as the Hebrew word is tranſlated in 
the margin. The expreſſion is metaphorical ; tht 
ſeems to allude to the effects ariſing from a paralyti. 
cal diſorder, through a relaxation of the nerves, or a 
ſtoppage of the blood. In ſuch eircumſtances, per? 
ſons become unfit for action, their hands hang down, 
and they are unable to uſe them. In like manner, at 

4 the ſeaſon here referred o, fach would be the con- 
ſternation 
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Rerngtiem and diſtreſs which was to ſeize. upon the N 


inhabitants of Babylon, that it ſhould be accompanied . 


with a total ceffation from labour and bufineſs, in 


which the citizens were commonly. occupied, With 


this deſcription the words of the * Jeremiah 


perfectly agres: The king of Babylon hath heard 
© the report of them, and his hands waxed feeble: 


* anguiſh took hold of e and pangs as of a Woman 
© in travail . And every man's heart ſhall melt. 
This i is another effect of the fear and dread with 


which the men of Babylon were to be ſeized, in thba 
immediate profpect of the terrible calamities foretold - 
by our prophet. The heart of every one, even of the 


ſtouteſt and moſt courageous, was to be deprived of 
its wonted firmneſs and fortitude; and, through dif- 
maying fears, ſhould melt within them, as wax before 
the fire, -or as ſnow before the beams of the ſun. 


Divine judgments awaken men from fatal _— . 


they often fill them with amazement, and put them 


into fright: The hearts of the people in Jerichs did 1 


melt, neither did there remain any more cov in 
any man, becauſe of the children of Iſrae | 
heard what they did unto the two kings 


threatened, as here plainly deolared. Fri 
8 And they ſhall be afraid: pu and ſor⸗ 


RJ 


rows ſhall take hold of them, they ſhall be in 1 


pain as a woman that travaileth they ſhall be 
amazed one. at W 1 faces . be as 
flames. 


They w were to be filled wth. ainaverherit and ca 
ſternation, by viewing their perilous « condition; and 


their terror was to inereaſe as their ruin drew. Dok: 5 


. 
* ; * 
mY - ** 


e ee 
Mi 


the 4 Amos - 
rites, Sihon and Og, whom they utterly deſtroyed., 
Similar effects were to be experienced by the men of 

Babylon, on the appearance of the ag above, 4 5 
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Fear, my brethren, is a ſtrong paſſion: ſo dreadful 
„„ —.— to the Grecians, that, to appeaſe its ter- 
'rors, they war Siege it as a god. In times of great 

danger, all men have felt its powerful influence. 

When the hand of God was ſtretched out to deliver 
the Iſraelites from the land of Egypt, the dukes of 
©, Edom were amazed, and the mighty men of Moab 
trembled“ . When Saul beheld the army of the 
Philiſtines, he was afraid, and his heart. greatly 
trembled f. When Nebuchadnezzar marched into 
Judea, the heart of the Bos: and of the princes, 
did periſh; the prieſts were aſtoniſhed, and the 
prophets wondered 1.“ And when the day of the. 
. Lord was at hand, the inhabitants. of Babylon were 
' afraid.——Pangs and ſorrows ſhall take hold of them, 

They ſhall be in pain at a woman that travaileth. Their 

fears were to be accompanied with inexpreſſible an- 

guiſh and ſorrow, which are compared to thoſe. of a 

woman in travail, on account of the ſuddenneſs and 
extreme violence of the pain and agony with which 
they were to be afflicted. They ſhall be amazed ane 
qt another. This expreſſion intimates, that their 
powers and faculties were to be ſo diſturbed and de- 
bilitated, that they would have neither underſtanding, 
nor ability, to take proper meaſures to ſecure their 

ſafety. or retreat. They ſhould look upon one ano- 
ther like perſons who are ſurpriſed and confourided, 
who are unable to ſpeak or act in a manner ſuited-to 
their circumſtances. heir faces ſhall be as flames ; 
thus giving proof of their ſhame and confuſion, and 
of the wrath, indignation, and anguiſh, which they 
felt. Theſe paſſions are often attended with violent 
agitation, by which the blood is expelled from the 
heart to the exterior parts, and particularly to the 
face, which, being inflamed, appears, in colour, like 
flames of fire. Theſe two verſes, taken together, con- 
tain a natural and beautiful deſeription of the timid, 


1 00 Exod. xv. 15. + 1 Sam. xxviii. 8 + Jer. iv, 9. 
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alarm, thoſe who are aſſeep in 


hall ſe 
child, and they ſhall not eſcape. Therefore let us not 
lleep as do others; but let us watch and be ſober, 


— b 


thereof out of I it. 


terrible deſtruction which ſhould be brought upon 


here denotes, as in the ſixth verſe, the tc of 3 


' 
2 
Jodginenty he would th 1285 upon them, by means of I | N 


1 neſs.——In the following Vords, the ſeaſon alluded | a, 
to is deſcribed by ſome +. its peculiar chara&erilties. - 5 


= * 
CY 1 " | U 


perplexed, and diſtreſſed condition of the inhabitants. 1-87 hy 3 f 
of Babylon, at the time the calamities above threatened Wl N 
were to be inflicted upon them by the Medes and b 5 
Perſians. Had we an accurate hiſtory of what then 45 1 
happened at that great city, there is every renn to — 55 


believe we ſhould be informed of the ez cem. 
pliſhment of every one of our prophet's Fo 3 
delivered on this ſubject. If the day of the 15 Rs 3 


produced ſuch diſmay and conſternation” at Baby 
what effects ought the approach of a far mote Nel 


day of the Lord to have upon us? You know 


fectly, that the day of the Lord cometh as'a thi 2” 7. INS 
the night; and that he will Hen ue Be with a dreadful 3 
Hall fa ay, Peace and ſafery, then maden deſtruction n 
ze upon them, as travail upon a woman with -__ _. 


putting on the breaſt-plate of faith and love, — bor te. 
an helmet the hope of falvation . 2 » „ 
r 
9 Behold, the day ok the Lens ae i e 
bolt with wreath” and fierce anger, to lay IN 
land deſolate ; and he {hal | (DOS. the e | 


"Our prophet Soca more e fully to ihe the 


Babylon by her enemies ——T he day of the Lord 55 . 7* 


elf 
preſent to the inhabitants of that city, by the awful 


riod wherein God had exe ron to exhibit 


thoſe whom he employed to; puniſh their wickelt. 
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from thoſe who are imour power, and in aQing to. 7 
ward them with ſeverity and rigour, The day of the 


Lord is ſaid to be cruel, becauſe the exerciſe, of pity: | 


and compaſſion- was then to be reſtrained, and the 
moſt dreadful calamities were to be inflited with the 
greateſt ſeverity, The Babylonians were a cruel 
< people, who had no mercy *;* therefore the Lord, 


as he threatened by his ſervant Jeremiah, was ta 
* ſend againſt them a-great nation, and many kings, 


* who were cruel, and would not ſhew mercy . 
With wrath, and fierce anger.” Wrath (ſaith the 
< wiſe man) is cruel, and anger is outrageous 1. 
When leſſer judgments effect not the purpoſes in- 
tended by them, and when they are not accompanied 
with a ſpeedy reformation, the wrath and fierce anger 


| of the Lord is kindled. This remark was verified to 8 


5 ſpeaks: * We would have healed them, but they 


„ £4 w 4 


And he fhall deſtroy the ſinners thereof 1 if PA" 


: are various degrees of ſin, and different kinds of ſin- 


ners. Even the holieſt and beſt of men come under 
this deſcription, in as much as they often offend God, 
and do not uniformly act for the advancement of the 
2 Jer. vi. 23. f I Jer. I. 41, 42. 1 Prov. uxvii. 4. | 
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divine 
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divine glory. There is another very numerous 


of ſinners, who deliberately tranſgreſs the command- 
= ments of the Lord, who preſumptuouſly go on in 
their treſpaſſes, and take pleaſure in committing ini- 
| quity. - There are alſo ſinners of a ſtill greater mag- 
nitude, who are continually projecting and executing 
all manner of wickedneſs, and daily ——_ in per- 
ons of this 


petrating the moſt enormous crimes. Pe 
laſt deſcription; no doubt, greatly abounded in Baby- 


lon; and were eſpecially intended in this prediction, 
which declares, that they ſhould be deſtroyed out of 
it, by the awful judgments to be inflicted upon them 

in the day of the Lord's anger. What hath been 


ſaid of time is alſo true of ſin, it conſumeth all things. 


Sin hath even deſtroyed thoſe creatures which time 

could never have waſted. It diveſted angels of their 
original dignity, and caſt them down from heaven, 
which time alone could never have done. Sin is the 


cauſe of all the deſtruction and miſery which the de- 


ſolating judgments of war, famine, and peſtilence, 
hath ſpread over the face ef the earth. Nay more, 
ſinners bring upon themſelves greater deſtruction 
than can proceed from any of theſe calamities. They 


ruin their reputation, they wound their conſcience, 


they deſtroy their own ſouls, and deprive themſelves 
of thoſe comforts which the ſword, famine, and peſti- 

| lence, cannot withhold. Let us then take heed leſt 

by our treſpaſſes, we expoſe ourſelves to fimilar judg- - 

ments with thoſe here threatened againſt the ſinners . 


*, 


of Babylon. TN 


x 


10 For the ſtars of heaven, and the conſtella- 
tions thereof ſhall not give their light: the ſun _ 
ſhall be darkened in his going forth, and the 


moon ſhall not cauſe her light to ſhine. ba 
By the terrible calamities threatened to be inflicted 
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upon this great city, the inhabitants were to be de- 


prived of their proſperity and joy: inſtead of which, 


1 


_ themſelves involved E obſcurity, they ſhall. not be 
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they were to experience darkneſs, forma; and an- 


guiſh.———The proſperity and felicity of ſtates ind 
kingdoms is often repreſented, in the prophecies, wed | 
i 


images taken from the luminaries of heaven, hi 


are repreſented, for this purpoſe, as ſhining with in- 

creaſing ſplendor, and uninterrupted continuance. | 
The overthrow and deſtruction of empires and na- 
tions is alſo repreſented by oppoſite i ven ork the ſtate 


are obſcured, the moon withdraws her light, and the 


ſun ceaſes to ſhine. This remark may aſſiſt us in un- 
derſtanding the import of the figurative expreſſions 
contained in this verſe, which I now proi to ex- 
plain, and apply to the ſubject before N 
ſtars of heaven may here denote the princes and 
nobles of Babylon, who made a very ſplendid and 


brilliant appearance in the eyes of tht people, the | 


prieſts, and thoſe who with them preſided in the wor- 


thip of their gods, whom they would confider as lu- 


minaries in their horizon. The conſtellations of 
heaven are literally numbers of fixed ſtars, which ap- 
| pear in the form of - ſome- creature,” by "whoſe name 
they are called; and ſeem here intended to fig 
the counſellors and ' ſtateſmen, whoſe abilities" hr 4 


united in directing the affairs of that great city, — 


By the heavens in which they were wont to give 


light, may be meant the whole ſuperior" part, civil | 


and religious, of the nation. By "the ſun, the king 
of Babylon might be particularly intended, under 
whoſe influence the kingdom enjoyed great proſperi- 
ty, light, and happineſs. The moon ſignificantly 


repreſents the leſs principal and ſubordinate power 


of the ſtate, which derived authority and ———_ 
from the chief ruler in the empire. 

Concerning theſe ſtars-and conſtellations” the: bro 
5 phet declares, that he y ſhall not give their light: : Being | 


able to communicate the leaſt ray of light and proſpe- 
rity to thoſe on whom they formerly ſhined with a 
Ae NO li e fin TOP be Nen 
| ene 


1 


— 1 R 


% ²˙r¹- ft x Eb 


J Ms WO EG a" 


n 


90 2 'V 


BM 0093 


3 
fy : 


ver. 10." PROPHECIES oz ISAIAH. * 


ened in his going forth. As light is-a ſymbot.of wi. 


| dom, ] joy, and comfort, ſo darkneſs, ny 2 Gl 
=_ it, fi ifies perplexity, miſery, an rrow. II ö 
Aube here aſcribed to the ſun, may denote the in- 


ſufficiency of the ſupreme power in Babylon for the 


exerciſe of government, and his inability to cone, 
the advantages which ne formerly, imparted to thoſe. | 


who were under his influence. Aud the moon ſhall 


not cauſe her lig bt to /binz. The agreeable and uſeful + 


direction I, by the ſeafonable exerciſe of ſubor- k * 


dinate authority, was to be with-held from thoſe by 


whom it was enjoyed. The bright ſplendor: of the 


ſun, the fainter light of the moon, and even the glim- 


mering light of the ſtars, were to. be extinguiſhed in 


the Babyloniſh hemiſphere. By theſe various images, 


in which the beautiful order of nature appears in- 


verted, our prophet figuratively- deſcribes the great 
public calamities wherewith Babylon was to be viſit- 


| ed. Deprived of her former privileges and proſpe- 


rity, by which ſhe became conſpicuous among the ha- 
tions, the was to ſink into obſcurity, meanneſa, and 


miſery, and become as contem tible as ever ſhe had 1 


been admired. The flouriſhi and proſperous 


condition of ſtates and cities is altogether uncertain. 
„as did the men 
; them deſolating judgments, | 
which terminate in their deſtruction, or atleaſt, in 


By their ſins they often provoke 
Babylon, to ed 


many reſpects, reverſe their former — — : 


Firmly convinced that fin is the reproach and the } 
ruin of a people, let us beware of incurring the di- 
vine . and 1 ourſelves to. 95 en od 


teous n. X 
11 And 1 will wn the world for their evil 


and, the wicked for their iniquity; and T will 
cauſe the arrogancy of the proud to ceaſe, and 


will * low the ee of Ye terrible. D 
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_ Theſe words farther deſcribe the great effects which 
were to be produced in the day of the Lord, and ex- 
plain the figurative language which our propliet had 
uſed in delineating this ſubjet.——The world, which 
God declares that he would puniſh, muſt be "under: 

| ſtood in a limited ſenſe, as in many other prophecies; 
to ſignify the large portion of the inhabited ' earth 
which was ſubje& to the Babylonjan empire, whoſe | 
territories were very extenſive. In the ſame manner, 
the Roman empire is called the whole world in the 1 
New Teſtament *. The wicked, who are here in- 
tended, are the ſame with the ſinners threatened with- 
. deſtruction in tile ninth verſe. The moſt atrocious 
| wickedneſs, of almoſt every fort, abounded among 
the men of Babylon, who indulged themſelves in per- 
petrating the moſt enormous crimes, as we learn from 
many paſſages of the prophetic writings. Like other 
great cities, Who enjoy opulence and proſperity, they 
10 | were remarkable for pride, luxury, and wantonneſs. 
1 Hence theſe words of the prophet Jeremiah, Be. 
Wl  ' © hold, I am againſt thee, O wot proud! faith the 
by 6; Lond! God of hoſts : for thy day is come, the time 
fi - - _ ©: that I will viſit thee .“ Cruelty and oppreſſion in 
18 treating the people of God, when reduced to their 
0 fubfection, was another evil that prevailed amo 
Wh them; and therefore the prophet; juſt 1 
. thus exclaimed, when ſpeaking of their deſtruction: 
Pl Ho is the hammer of the whole earth cut aſunder 
and broken 1! In idolatry and ſuperſtition they ex- 
ceeded moſt other nations; and therefore the fame - 
1 inſpired writer calls their country, a land of graven 
images, where they were mad upon their idols . 
To this liſt of crimes may be added, unbounded am- 
bition and avarice, groſs profanity with reſpect to the 
worſhip and ſanctuary of the true God, and the molt 
| Thee w. blaſphemy as to his power and n 
Theſe were ſome of the evils and-iniquities for Which 
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which were to be execu 
Though wicked men may be Une fe able * they 
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God threatened to own the people of. Babylon : 1 
theſe were the ſources of their calamities, on account 
of which the wrath of God was revealed from heaven, a 


againſt them. 


And I will couſe the arrigatiy of the arviadis 2 


and will lay low the haughtineſs of the terrible. 


is the declared enemy of the 2 and arrogant, _ 
the friend of the humble, the modeſt; and ſelf-denied. 
He reſiſteth the proud, but he fares grace to the 
humble. He beholdeth miſchi 5 
gancy, to requite them with his hand, and to check 


ſpite, and arro» 


their progreſs, by the interpoſition of his providence. 
Arrogancy and havghtineſs. are diſcovered, by a 
proud diſdain of thoſe who occupy. the lower ſtations 
in ſociety, and enjoy few external advantages. They 


are frequently the ſource of contentions, emulations, 
and ſtrifes, among thoſe who are in ſimilar circum- 


ſtances. They excite. malevolence, diſcontent, and 
envy, toward thoſe who ought. to be. acknowleged 
our ſuperiors, and impatience of admonition and re · 
proof. This arroganey of the proud, God 3 


that he would make to ceaſe; this havghtineſs of 
thoſe who made themſelves to appear terrible to 


others, he would lay low, 9 the _ e 
1on.— 


are the authors of their oun ruin, yet nothing. ig 


more certain than that they contribute, not only me- | 
ritoriouſly, but likewiſe 3 to their own . - 
deſtruction. Their proſperity is not a ſteady 5 12 


greſſive light, like that of the ſun; but uncertain and 
periſhing, like that of a candle, which, by burning, 


conſumeth itſelf. To ee that on and /arro- 


gance, to which we are all too prone, let us remem- 


thegride ot all human glory, Le 
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ber, that we have nothing but what we have receive. 
ed; and that the Lord of hoſts hath ane to Has 5 
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86H; will make a man more precious than 
fine gold; even a man 1 than the . * 
700 Ophir. l 


What is here ſaid phinly intimates, that. the. 
laughter ſhould be very great that was to be made 
among the people of Babylon, at the remarkable pe- 
riod to which this prediction referred. By the aw- 
ful judgments above mentioned, ſuch vaſt numbers 
were to be ſlain, that few men were left remaining. 
Such was the ſavage cruelty of the Medes and Perſians, 
employed in this buſineſs, that they would not be in- 
duced to ſpare the Babylonians by the promiſe of 
gold, even a conſiderable quantity of the beſt ſort. 
So great was the ſlaughter in the day of the Lord, 
that very few people ſhould be left alive: a man 
would be as ſcarce, and difficult to be found. as a 
go olden wedge of Ophir. To this place ſailed the 

et of Solomon and Hiram, from whence they im- 
ported large "ane uantities of the beſt gold. I ſtay not 
to inquire, whether this celebrated port, from which 
was brought abundance of the fineſt gold in ancient 
times, was an African iſland, or Peru in America? 
It is ſufficient for our purpoſe at preſent to — 
that there was in that country plenty of the moſt ex- 
cellent gold, from whence it was brought in bars or 
wedges, of conſiderable weight and value. Such 
however was the unrelenting fury of the enemies of 
Babylon, and their contempt of this precious metal, 
that they would not ſpare a man's life for a wedge of 
the beſt gold, which was eafier to be got, and in 
greater numbers, than men, at the time this predic- 
tion was fulfilled. This circumſtance gives a moſt 
affecting view of the very ſmall number vi 1 
ent vere to remain at nee SE ASH 
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13 Therefore I will ſhake: this betbinc 251 
the earth * remove out of her place in the 
wrath 


bie fierce anger. 


| which our prophet treated, 18 illuſtrated 1 am 
fied. The words now to be conſidered gere 
foretel, that the whole great empire of Babylon, at 


* 


wrath that was to fall upon its metropolis: that 


are ſignified by the heavens, were to be ſhaken; 


that the — ſubject to their government, are 


change, equivalent to their being removed out of 


thrown, and buried in ruins. 
Lord & hoſts, and in the day of his fierce anger. The 


powerful cauſes whereby theſe aſtoniſhin effects were 
to ſpread univerſal deſolation where-ever they came. 
greateſt empires cannot withſtand them. In the 
of Egypt were ſtrong cities, great rivers, and 
anger of the Lord, her cities were deſtroyed, het 


rivers were dried up, her people were cut off. 
The kingdom of Irael and Judah, which ſubſiſted, 
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from the days of Saul to the time of Zedekiah, was 


empire was laid waſte 5 oy: the OK wrath, 
"ow of e 1 55 
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wrath of the Lonp of hoſts, and i in the $a * lb 5 


the time referred to, ſhould be Paaken to os very 
foundations, and entirely overthrown. They Rrongly © 
intimate, in very emphatical language, that it ſhould 
receive a violent concuſſion, by the ſtorm of divine 


their gods, their kings, princes, and nobles, who 


intended by the earth, ſhould ſuffer à very great 


their place. Kingdoms and empires were to be over- 
In the wrath of the 


wrath and hot diſpleaſure of the Almighty, were the 
to be produced, Like a mighty tempeſt, they were 


multitudes. of inhabitants: but, through the ere 


through various fortunes, about five hundred years, 


aboliſhed in the wrath of the Lord. The a, and vere 16 — 
_ 


by this and the followin ta the ub 68 of . J 


Such is the irreſiſtible power of God's anger, and the N 
righteous judgments which be executes, that he 


e ; 14 And "a 


| _nativ ountry, and their own people. Hence the" 
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14 And it ſhall be as the chaſed roe, and as 
a ſheep that no man taketh up: they ſhall every 
man turn to his own people, and flee every one 
into his own land. 1 


The affecting conſequences of the terrible tempeſt 
of divine wrath, which came down upon Babylon, 
are elegantly defcribed in this verſe. ——'The inha-. 
bitants were ſtruck with a panic, and betook them- 
ſelves to flight, which is illuſtrated by two beautiful 
ſimilitudes. The roe is a very timid creature; and, 
when chaſed by the hunter, runs exceeding ſwiſtly ; 
and, in theſe reſpects, it affords a lively image of the 
timorgus men of Babylon, who had recourfe to a2 
preciphate fight, when they beheld the approach of. 
a powerful enemy. Sheep are weak, defenceleſs crea- 
- tures, intimidated by every appearance of danger: 
they are exceedingly apt to wander, and to become 4 
rey to rapacious animals. In thefe reſpeQs the Ba- 
ylonians were to reſemble them. Unable to defend 
themſelves, they would have recourſe to flight, and 
wander into. divers places, where they were to be 
diſperſed as ſheep deprived of the care of their keeper, 
reduced to a forlorn and dangerous condition. 
They ſhall ans man turn to his own people, and flee 
every one into his own land. In Babylon, as in all 
great cities, and eſpecially in the flouriſhing metro- 
polis of an extenſive empire, there was a large con- 
flux of people. which belonged to different nations. 
"Theſe were called, © the mingled people (by the pro- 
< phet Jeremiah) that were jn the midſt of her *.“ 
People of this deſcription, who either had their. fixed 
reſidence in the city, or were there only occaſionally, 
dreading the approach of a hoſtile army, immediately 
_fdeferted Babylon, with intention to return to their 


25 


Prophet above mentioned, in the particular defcrip- 
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ple are often ſcattered like ſheep, and obliged to 


reduced to theſe diſagreeable circumſtances; and that, 
to enjoy the ineſtimable bleſſings of tranquillity and 
ir hath been favoured: 

1% Zrary, nor e is nnd AT bo 2 


ſhall fall by the fword. 


ſpoiled, and their wives raviſhed. - 


Theſe verfes contain a farther deſcription of the 
dreadful calamities which the inhabitants of Babylon 
were to ſuffer from their powerful, barbarous ene- 


quelt.——Every one whom they found, endeavour- 
ing to cleape by flight, or trying to hide themſelves, 

or unable, through difeafe ar weaknefs, to make re- 
fiſtance, without exception, and without mercy, was 

to de ſfain with the ſword. And every one that it 


foined unto them ſhall fall 7 the ſword. So gener! 
was to be the ſlaughter, that thoſe who, from other 
countries or nations, endeayoured to afford the Ba- 


According to the law of retaliation, and the predic- 


* Jer. L. 28. . 
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don which he gives of the judgment of Babylon, | 

WT ſpeaks of the voice of them that flee, and eſcape. out 

of the land -In ſeaſons of calamity and danger, | 
f flee like the roe, leaving behind them their moſt va- 
able effects, that they may eſcape from the hands 
of the enemy. Bleſſed be God that we have not been 
throu gh divine mercy, we are allowed comfortably EA 


plenty, with which for a . um? this happy ee 


through: 2 every one tbat is joined unto my 98 


16 Their children: a6 mt be died 60 
pieces before their eyes, their houſes ſhall be 4 


mies, inflamed by the rage of war, and deſire of con- | 


bylonians aſſiſtance, and to! repel the force of the 
enemy, ſhould likewiſe periſſi by the ſword heir 
children alſo ſhall be 4 in pieces before their eyes. 


tions of ancient prophecy; the men * an were | 
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to receive the juſt dee of thoſe oe: 
tural. cruelty, which they had perpetrated among 
thoſe ire who had — to yield to ther 
oppreſſive power. They were to be recompenſed ac- 
cording to the u, their hands, and to be te. 
warded as they ſerved lirael in the time of their con- 
queſts. The young men of Iſrael they had ſlain with 
175 the ſword, in heros of their ſanQuary and had 
no compaſſion on young man or maiden, old man, 
or him that ſtooped for age . They raviſned the 

_ * women in Zion, and the maids in the cities of Ju; 
dah f.“ The prophet David therefore had foretold, 
He was to go on and proſper, who took and daſhed 
their little ones againſt the ſtones I. To aggravate 

this calamity, this was not to be done ſeeretly, or in 
a corner; but publicly, in the ſight of thoſe who, if 
ot laſt to the feelings of humanity, muſt have ſhud- 
dered at ſuch terrible barbarity. Their houſes, 
which were richly and elegantly. furniſhed, were to 
de pillaged of their treaſures, by a fierce and unrelent- 
ing enemy, who would nat be reſtrained from the 
moſt ſhocking crimes. In few words, the deſtruction 
of this great city was to be univerſal: neither age 
nor ſex ſhould. be exempted from the commom tak. 
mity.———The atrocious ſins of Babylon brought 
upon them theſe complicated miſeries,. and provoked 
the Almighty to viſit it with utter deſolation, thereby 
giving warning to all ſucceeding ages to beware pf 
her fins, that they partake not with her in ber judg 


* ments. AP a : a ee ING 7 , | 8 
| 4 17 Behold, I will ſtir up. the Medes againſt 
them, which ſhall not regard ſilver, and at fer 
gold, they ſhall not delight in it. 
In this and the following verſe, the prophet dell. 
neates the character of the people whom God was 10 
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. rious nations from their former ſubjection to its 


* 5 N P . 5 nds PR * X's e p of N * IM * — 
r Nan , q N 4 * * A bat as, La , > C po * 7 8 2 2 
2 * * * 77 , * % 4 t s C3 S* 

x; ” . 1 N As. * ; 


employ, as the inſtruments of infliting the above. 


mentioned calamities upon Babylon. The Almighty 


himſelf was to take the ſupreme direction of this 


great enterpriſe; and to this important circumſtance 
our attention is repedtedly called in this prophecy. | 
The divine agency, in this arduous work, ought not 


to be overlooked, but ſerioully conſidered, and hum- 


bly acknowledged. The providence of God ſo orders 


the counſels and actions of men, that whilſt they ac- 


compliſh cheir deſigns, the Moſt High fulfils the good , 
| pleaſure of his goodneſs, and executes his righteous - 


judgments. He over-rules all their projects and con- 
trivances, for accompliſhing his wiſe purpoſes: none 


bt 
F 
7 


1 


can defeat, nor even retard his work: individuals 


and nations are all ſubſervient to promote his deſigns, 


and to advance his glory. Though this is a ſubject 


by far too profound for our inveſtigation, yet the 


truth is certain, and demonſtrated by innumerable 1 
inſtances. Rehoboam, king of Iſrael, voluntarily re- | 


jetted the advice of the old men, and preferred the © 


counſel of the young men: yet this matter was from 


the Lord. The Aſſyrians marched againſt Judah, to 
take the ſpoil, and to tread them down like the mire 
of the ſtreets, whilſt, at the ſame time, they executed 


the purpoſe and work of God. The Medes acted in | | 


hoſtility againſt Babylon, to gratify their ambition, 


or to. avenge ſome of their own quarrels: but the 
Lord ſtirred them up to perform his will. 


The Medes were the people whom the Lord of 


hoſts declares, that he would ſend againſt Bahylon. 


After the ancient Aſſyrian empire had flouriſhed: for 
erer ages, it began to decline, by the revolt of Vas 
minion : the Medes were the firſt who threw off the 
yoke; and maintained, by their valour, the liberty 


which they had acquired. They were divided into 


tribes, and dwelt in villages, deſtitute for ſome time 


of any regular form of government. Dejoices, a man 


who had great reputation among his countrymen, for 
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| ence;/'equity,-and good conduct, was exalted; | 

| — er to the royal dignity, which he 
enjoyed, with conſiderable renown, for the long 
| moles of fifty-three: years; and was ſucceeded by 
Ahaſuerus, and other kings, mentioned in ſcripture. 
His ſucceſſor, not contented: with the ki of 1 
Media, which devolved to him at the dea of his 
father, attacked the Perſians, and obtaining # de. 

eiſive victory over them in battle, united them to 

his empire. Strengthened by this acceſſion of power, 
he fell upon the neighbouring nations one after ano · 

ther, until he acquired the ſovereign dominion e al. 
moſt the whole o tos Aſia. To this united, | 
empire, the renowned Cyrus, of whom I may 85 

after have occaſion to ſpeak, did afterward ſucceed-— 

A very remarkable feature, in the charaſter, of, the 
Medes, i is here mentioned : - . 

H bich. ſball not regard ſilver, and at for old,” hey 
Gall not delight in it. Silver and gold are See, 
much eſteemed by mankind, eſpecially by co | 
_ cial-nations, who Tt a high value upon them, as 1 

means of acquiring the neceſſaries and comforts. of, ; 
life. As the riches of the Medes, who were ungcs, 
quainted with trade, conſiſtad in corn and cattle, 

they had little or no "occaſion for money; and there 
| fore they were indifferent about it, in compariſon ,of- 
| other people. That they had ſome regard for ſilver 
| and gold, is evident from their ſeizing the treaſures, 
f of Babylon: at the ſame time, ſo moderate was their, 
delight in theſe things, that they would not be thereby. 
prevailed upon to ſpare the lives of their Seiten, 

| - This character of the Medes is acknowledged in 

ſfmeech that Cyrus addreſſed to his army, in which 
were theſe memorable words; O ye Medes! and all, 
— __ ©, preſent, I truly know that not for want of money 

ng © are ye come; out with me, ee ere t! 


Heathen peopls, of Media thus indifferent to ble, 


| 
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and gold, r . | 
heed that we do not oyer-value them, and too” 
endeavour to attain them, as if they were efſential to 

our happineſs. Permit me to ſeize” this opportunity, 

of © charge them that are rich in this world, that 

© they be not high. minded, nor traſt in uncertain 1 
© riches, but in the wg God, whey YOu us ly e 
* al things to-efjoy'*.” | _ = CE 


1 «a 7 5 Ko 
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18 Thi: ben aue Mall daſh ine yolmag'men 
to pieces, and they thalt have no pity on the 
fruit of the womb; 9 25 GOLD ſhall oy we 
children. 


993 3 * * 


The 1 ruclty of i ths Medes was to 1 
ly marked er very inhuman treatment of the 
younger inhabitants of B Babylon. Perſons of this ſort 
were to be killed, not only by arrows ſhot from their 
bows; but fuch was to be the wild ferocity and bar- 
barity of the enemy, that they would ſtrike dead with 
their 1 bows, the young people who came in their 
way. der infants, little” children, and young 
men, who are often objects of compaſſion, and allow- 
ed to eſcape, when others ſuffer the moſt direful'ca- | 
1 the Medes were neither to pity nor ſpare. 

ey would not ſhew mercy to the molt feeble” and 
ba eſs, nor to thoſe for Rom es + came of uma - 
nt moſt powerfully plea ena e ' fierce ll: 
violent paſſions,” ro org 78 wh "arduous | 
| ae they would not, on rf 3 wore f 
the leaſt "Jer toward perſons of any deſeripti {4 
In the courſe of providence, God often ern” 
men according to their doings: as they have done to 
others, ſo others have done to them. They are m 0 e 
to feel the burden of their iniquities, and to — „ 
the fruit of their on doings, according to what is 
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e vritten, Obad. ver. 15. As thou haſt one, ie ur 
| | 99 mee, „ . | 


3⁴ A crUREB e on Tus Gag 1 
* heaps na he: thy reward ſhall return pen 
own head.” Baby 1 greatly aMitel 9d = 
oled the be le of God; and tt herefore he, ip B 
manner, ſhould be afflicted and ſpoiled,  * ou 
5 a 1 at the inheritance of the boute of he 


it was. deſolated; ſo wr 1 un 
10 * lo Tale be din” CT Z 25 


| 9.1 And Babylon the _ of 851. 
A 3 of the Chaldees excellency, ſhall be as 
be ene overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah.” 


In this and the following verſes, to the en of ib 

i chapter, the prophet deſcribes the ſucceſs which was 
o attend the expedition of the powerful and cruel 
enemies whom God would ſtir up againſt Babylon. 
That great city was to be laid entirely in ruins, and 
0 begome a perpetual deſolation, which ſhould never 
be reſtored to its ancient ſplendor and glory. To en- 

' belliſh his repreſentation, he extols its former magni- 
ficance and grandeur in the time of its. proſperity, 


that, by contraſting its flouriſhing condition with the 
* it was to be SE he 
mi the more moving picture its over⸗ 
throw. ie fn Ada; andy ot de time and. 2 


_ bighly.celebraed bir Pe es ei i 
with phileſaphy, aſtronomy, and the facts rites per- 
formed in honour of the gods. They were greatly 
addicted to divination, {ootbſaying,: and 'aftrology. 
Hence thoſe who profeſſed theſe magical ants, ate 
called N or e g ; in St "book i. 
| 7 „ * E 3 "9 
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Ver. 19. PR cs 57 is L IN | 
| Daniel *. They wets « frviig aud vakant, 4 ce” 
aud courageous people, a great and ancient pation; * 
Their martial character is thus deſeribed*by We pro-- 
phet Habakkuk: For 10, 1 raiſe” up che Chaldeans, 
© that bitter and haſty nation ey are terrible arid. 
© qreadful—their Hottes allo are ſwifter than” the 

© leopards, and are more fierce than "the evening- 
4 wolves—they ſhall fly as the eagle chat haſtetk to 
eat 1 The eountry inhabited by dis „ was 
| called © the land of Shinar ty” * the land of Nimrod}, 
the * land of Meſopotamia.” PFromthence-the Lord 
brought out Abram, the Father of the faithful, that he 
might give him, and his poſterity, the land of Canaan 
to inherit. The excellency-of the Chaldees cottfified 
in their riches, wiſdom, ſtr pre- valour, extent of 
dominion, with other things of a ſimifar nature. Of 


all theſe things which are eee excellent” gerald . 


men, the city af Ba 3 Fe ehending its W 

temples, e pri blic bonding; 

_ ornament. It was one ef the moſt — and 
urs cities that was ever formed by human wif- 

dom an power. How aſtoniſhing, that a city of fuel 

exquiſite — ſtrength, and exceflence, ſhould have 


been utterly deftroyed!———This overthrow is//illuf- L 


5 by a "ey ET ſimilitude, in the ee ö 
words ts A | | 
„ br ſhall be as wales; e wy Sodom ant Cothr- 
rab. Truly memorable. was the deſtruction ef [theſe / 


cities, which proceeded immediately from God, who. | 


rained down” fire and briraſtone from heaven . 
them, whereby not — they, but all their inha 
ants, all the nei abend k Ains, and all tha vat 
upon the ground, were laid waſte 5. Their ov * 
was ſudden and unexpected” to is inhabitants, who. 
were eating and drinking, marrying and elke 
marriage. inet deſtruction was wn was univerſal 


ib eai36 ARA em 419 05 52 1 Sun 51011 t 1 
ay 7 ee 3˙¹¹ 15 Hab. i k 6 7. bl ct Gan t20. 
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| ab acocending to the prediction of the prophet 
Jeremiah: As God overthrew Sodom and Gomar- 
© rah, and the neighbouring cities) thereof, faith the 
« Lord: ſo ſhall no man abide there; neither ſhall 
© any ſon of man dwell therein “. In like manner, 
the deſtruction of Babylon was to proceed from God: 
it was to come ſuddenly and unexpectedly, when! it: 

inhabitants were employed in feſtivity and mirth; yu 
its paige was, to be complete and irreverſible, |. 


20 It. ſhall never be inhabited, neither tall 
it be- dwelt in from generation to generation: 


neither ſhall the Arabian pitch tent there, nei- 
ther ſhall the ſhepherds make their-fold there. 


The ſubjeRt introduced in the preceding” verſe, is 
here amplified and illuſtrated. According to this 
prediction, Babylon was to be entirely deſolated, a 
. deprived of its inhabitants, ſo as to become an unfre+ - 
4Þ 5 deſert. Leſt it ſhould ſtill be imagined, that, 
though reduced to a wilderneſs for ſome time, it might 
agal n riſe. into its former ſplendor, our MISS de. 
res, that it ſhall not be inhabited rh The 
deſolation ſhall be perpetual, without any k — Its 
reſtoration. To give | pas ſolemnity and certai 
to what is foretold, the prediction is repeated wi 
little variation, and the ſtrongeſt aſſurance is given 4 
the perpetuity of its deſplate condition. And Jelt | 
it might be ſuppoſed, chat, notwithſtanding the ci 
was to be diveſted of its inhabitants, it mig t never- 
ttheleſs afford a place of retreat to Arabians wandering | 
| through the deſerts; and to A TR employed 1 
feedin edin their flocks, it is. expreſsly affirmed, that it 
| ſerve none of theſe purpoſes, but de wholly | 
ee by every human creature... 


thx But wid beaſts of the deſert that lie weak 
5 and 58 houſes ſhall be full of Goleful GO 
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and owis ſhall dwell there, ern ne 
there. ot ee 


12 And the Wild beaſte bf fg kane all 
cry in their deſolate houſes, and dragons i in ei, 
pleaſant palaces : and her time i near to come, 
5 her days ſhall not be prolonged , ui 


The wild beaſts of the deſert, ann of the 1 
here intended, might be lions, bears, tigers, and other 
rapacious animals, which frequent the wilderneſs. The 
doleful creatures with which their houſes "he 
filled, might be thoſe nocturnal birds, the Tefſer 
heron, the night. raven, and bittern, which 
old ruins, and howl and ſhriek with” very Aae 
cries.— And owls ſhall dwell: there. Owls com- 
| monly chooſe for „ places Nee are de 
ſerted b men, here eſcape e notice. of 
other bids which are ſaid n them, and Gr | 
them of their feathers. - The owls are ſeldom beard © 
to cry, except in the night-time, when, at interyals p 
they raiſe 1 melancholy, frightful voice. 
Jane 5 « Yn there. Satyrs were anciently: de- 
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as a hind of monſtrous creatures: in their 
wat part, embling the human form, with the ad- 
dition of horns; and in the lower part, in ſh: like - 
a goat. Theſe 'hideous animals were. ta and 
dance, in the dreary ſolitude of that place where 
Babylon onee ſtood.——-4nd the wild beafts | of the 
| ſand, ſhall cry in their defolate houſes,” and haps, 
their. pleaſant palaces.” Dragons, wh 7 ca = 
miſchievous creatures, make a horrible, fa 
noiſe, and reſort to ſolitary places, were A to 
take up their 3 oy in the ſumptuons Pac, of _ 
Babylon, which had been the. ſeats, of luxury, de: V 
bauchery, and wickedneſs And ber time is — „ 
to come, and ber days ſhall unt be (prolonged. (The . hey | 
period fixed; in the Tivine decree, for the total ver- 
throw of this great city, ſpeedily approached, at the 
time in which E and the 
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the few following particulars: That Babylon ſhould 


de inſtruments by whom God was to executÞ this 
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to continue. 


Hiſtory records the exact accompliſhment of the 
2955 redictions, which may be ſummed up in 


be entirely defolated, without hope of reſtoration ;— 
that the Medes, with their auxiliaries, were to be 


: 


15 judgment : and that the work was to be done with 


great ferocity and cruelty toward the Babyloniang, 


— 


— 


5 which the Perſian princes uled or the. | 
| being hunted. At length the walls fell down, which 


* 


„ 


not chooſing to reſide in Babylon, it ceaſed | to 


Accordingly, Cyrus, with his army, conſiſting of 


Medes and Perſians, ſuddenly entered the, city, and 


took poſſeſſion of its palaces and fortreſſes with little |} 
oppoſition. This great and unexpected event put an 
end to the Babylonian empire. The kings of 1 0 
royal city. The few remaining inhabitants, which | 
ſurvived the capture of the city, were,foon induce 

to leave their old habitation in ſolitude and ruin, | 
nothing almoſt of this great city being left but the 


of an encloſure, wherein wild beaſts were kept fe 


were never repaired: the animals, which were Kep 
within them, abandoned the place; and were fuc- 
ceeded by thofe mentioned in the two laſt verſes & 


this chapter. At the taking of this very populops 


city, Cyrus, with his army, made a terrible ſlaughter | 


among the inhabitants and ſoldiers : they put all o 
the ſword that were found in the ſtreets, beſides the | 
king, and all his attendants, which would make a 
dreadful carnage. 'So entirely deſtroyed is great Ba. 


bylon, that even the place where this wonder of the 
world once ſtood, cannot with certainty be deter- 


mined. Thus were the prophecies, which we/ have 


been conſidering, literally accompliſhed. Let us 


diligently attend to the inſtructive leſſons _inculcated 
repeatedly in this and the following chapters; name- 
ly, the omniſcience and providence of ( 7. the 
2 S 
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| vickednef and 8 of kingdoms and = 
We are here taught, in the moſt convincing man 
that the true God knoweth all thin 1 that 

reveal ſecret: things, and ſhew'the thin nj LM 
come hereafter, however improbable and 8 iſtant they 
may appear to human views—That divine Provides 
is intimately concerned in bringing. about all the 
changes which happen among the nations; [that be 
ſettleth the boundaries of kingdoms and ſtates, fixes 
the peripd of their duration, and determines. the in- 
ſieving by which they ate overturned : That the 
wickedneſs of. empires and cities is. 1 2 which 
kindles the fire of God's wrath among 1 
things, which eonſumes their fineſt wildings, and 


- their ſtrongeſt fortreſſes : That the fins of i 1 oo | 


injuſtice, cruety, pride, oppreſſion, - eav 
lewdneſs, and laxur 1. . they abound in a city, 
nation, or family, 1 perſiſted i in, never fail to 
down upon them divine ju nte, which often ter- 
minate in their _ overthrow That the moſt 
ee kingdoms upon earth are . to 1 
n and — 3 A Geste to exiſt, 
ouring for le. The whole world i is N 
and liable to decay; and all things in it are eonti- 
nually changing, and tending toward diſſolution: 
even the greateſt empires and cities periſh as do their 
princes and governors. The world is only a figure, 
faſhion, or form, that paſſeth away. Wherefore, my 
brethren, let us give Ailigenee that we may 
kingdom that cannot be moved; and, in this hope, . 
us hold faſt that grace whereby we may Toys 2390 
acceptably with Prone and oY tear OT 
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their own land : 


1 


JIS chapter contains the latter part of the a, 5 


phecy concerning Babylon, which repreſetits the 


| important conſequences. that were to ariſe from the 
divine judgments to be inflicted upon that great Sy. | 
The happy deliverance of the ; 
their captivity, is ſet forth as the immediate 2 8 
N of this great revolution, ver. 1, a, 3. This 
ubje& introduces a deſcription. of the fall of Babylon : 


people of God 


that for a long time had diſturbed ſy 


tions, which is compoſed in the form of a trium Sake 
fong, ver. 4—28. In treating this ſubj 
God is introduced, declaring the fate 

utter extirpation of the royal family, 


A, the great 


deſolation of the city—the d 


the ſanction of his 


char. . 
OR the TS will have mercy 


of Jacob. 
The joyful cont; equence of hs fall of Debts 


to de tlie deliverance of the people of Judah from 4 5 
N in 2 wad were Bc 3 


er, 
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PREIDUNARV | OBSERVATIONS. 1 Pg 


lon, the 
Fey: the total 
eliverance of Judah ang 3 
the deſtruction of their enemies and confi 
theſe irreverſible decrees by | 
Dr. Lowth ſays, that the former part of this prophecy | 
is one of the moſt beautiful examples that can be 
given, of elegance, of compoſition, variety of imagery, + | 
and ſublimity of ſentiment and diction, in the pro», 
phetic ſtyle; go the latter part bs of a an ode, 
ee — OW ene 9 6 1 


, > a | 
on a Figs gf 
and will yet chooſe Iſrael, and ſet them in 
and the ftrangers f ſhall be join- 
ed with mo, and T uy ſhall Ke * * . 5 
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neſs of God, but a proof of his favour; e 
compaſſion, toward his peculiar | le. Foro, . : £ 
matter in this light, tlie concluding words of tlie fore- 
oing verſe may be conſidered as at once giving aſ- 
forance of the ſpeedy accompliſhment-of the preceds | 


4 


was to be haſtened, to make way for the deliverance 
of the church. Fur the Lord will have” merey n 


* 
% 


Jacob. In theſe words, the prophet direQs- to the 


vah. Indeed this is the 


following paſſages are ſpecimens of what is often re- 
peated on this ſubje&: Jer, xxxii. 267 Hoſea i. 5s © 


mercy, intimates,” that, according to his ſovi 


who were in a miſerable- condition, though utterly 
unworthy of his favour.- The. divine benighity re- 
ſpects all the creatures of God, on whom it ws 


worthy of his kindneſſes, and unable ta mak | 
quate returns for the bleſſings they receive; Mhetens 


miſery, from which: it reſcues them, that they may 
4 1 


by 
65. 
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for, with which this prediction is introduced, ſeemwe 
intended to ſhew, that the judgment executed upon 
Babylon, was not only to be a diſplay of th r 5 


ing prophecy, and the deſirable approach of the de- 5 
e of Iſrael from the hands of their enemies, 
which is here predicted. The overthrow of Babylon 


ſource from whence the bleſſings he proceeds to men 
tion were to take their riſe, viz: the merey of ſeho- 
orm doctrine laid doẽww a- 
in the ſeriptures, both of the Old and New Teſt a 
ments, by the prophets and apoſtles of the Lord. Tube 


Rom. ix. 18. The expreſſion, the Lord will hape 
and good pleaſure; he would extend his tender com 
paſſion, accompanied with ſeaſonable — 0 hoe 


innumerable benefits. Grace reſpects men as un- 
e ad- 5 5 | 
mercy is conferred upon thoſe who are in danget and 1 | 
. 
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bleffing, let us often earneſtly implore hae God may 
grant us his mercy; and, having obtained dur 
queſt, let us beware of injuring or abuſing the divine 


| mercy, by perſiſting in our ſins, my | 


: N 
* Ne 


commandments. . We ds 2 
And will 7 Iſrael. is is Sagen 1 
ing, demons” Jrad God, 
the counſel of his will, ſets apart ff himſelf a — 
people from among the nations of the earth, whore 
1 Jaffered to. walk in their own ways. Expreffions mi 
Ar to this re often uſed by the inſpired writers, when: 
ſpeaking of the precious benefits which God beſtow 
upom his people. Thus faith the Lord of hoſts, -by 
; tho propher' Zechariah, © The Lord ſhall yet comf 
Zion, and fhall yet chooſe Jeruſalem *,”' 
which is here affirmed of the people of Ie mut 
hold equally true of the individuals Whefeof thi 
people conſiſt. You who juſtly claim the privilege 
| _ chooſing your friends, and of conferring your fayoun 
en whomſoever you pleaſe, whilſt you 2 
dTPhom you overlook, cannot ently refuſe to 10 
= , . "knowledge, that this prerogative eminently belong 
„„ O00 Jehovah,” who Tepeatedly claims it in his holy 
dractes. To me, therefore, it hath been matter d 
ſurpriſe, that any who have read their Bibles with u 
| aroes eee be averſe ee this ſimple oy 
Which is frequently repeated in ſcripture, though" 
are unable . all = difficulties that} 
may de ſtarted reſpecting this article of divine revel 
tion. The moſt high God was graciouſly plead 
0 chooſe the poſterity of the patriarch Jacob fron 
among all other nations under heaven, as'Moſes u. 
minded them . In after. ages, however, he ſeemed, 
_ - At certain 2 to liave rejected them, when the 
© "provoked him to deliver chem into the power ef ik 
+ Babylonians, and other nations. At thie time my 
fore in which he would have ey upon 
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Ven. 1. PROPHECIES oz ISATAH. _ '48 | 
reſcve them from the power of their enemies, he is | 
ſaid to chooſe Iſrael,” that in this manner he might — 
demonſtrate his adherence to his choice, and grant 
his people happy experience of its comfortable effects 
in their deliverance. Let us, brethren, give all di- 
ligence to make ſure our calling and election, to be 
the peculiar people of God, by being holy in all man- 
ner of converſation, and zealous of good works, con- 
vinced that this is the only way whereby we can en- 
joy comfortable evidence, that God hath choſen us to 
ſalvation through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt *... 
And ſet them in their own land. This privilege was 
WT likewiſe expreſsly promiſed to Ifrael by the prophets - 
| Jeremiah 4 and Ezekiel l. The multiplied and ag- 
gravated iniquities of: Iſrael provoked the Almighty 
to ſcatter. them among the nations, and to diſperſe 
them among the countri@, particularly of Aﬀyriaand 
Babylon. From this diſperſion God promiſes to cob | 
le& them, that he m̃ight ſet them in their on land. 
the land of Canaan, which was the glory and orn.. 
ment of all lands, an exceeding pleaſant and very 
fruitful country, It was remarkable for the ence-  ; 
lence of its climate, and the fertility. of its ſoiĩl; and, 
on theſe and other accounts, it was called in ſcripture, 
an exceeding good land, a glorious land, and a land 
of deſire. It was ſuppoſed to be ſituated in the midſt 
of the earth; and though it is ſaid to have been on 
about two hundred miles in length, and fifty in 
breadth, in the days of David the king, there were in 
it thirteen hundred thouſand men, beſide aged men, 
women, and children. This land is called their | 
own land, in as much as God promiſed it to the fa. 
thers, and gave it to their children, for a poſleſhon, 
| and an inheritance... A very noble and rich donation 
it was, according to the deſcription given of .# by AE Bs 
Moſes, the ſervant of the Lord: It ina and dr Es 
he) of hills and valleys, that drinketh water of ahe 


* 1 Theff. v. 9. + Jer. xxiü. 8. 1 Erek. Xxxiv. 124. 
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Gentiles, which · were not 
and had no right to the important privileges en 
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Min of heaven: a land which the ben is 
| 4 Sparring for: the eyes of the Lord thy God are always. 


upon it, from the beginning of the year until the 


1 end thereof *.” Theſe and other advantages which 


it poſſeſſed, rendered it a faint type of the reſt which 
remaineth for the true Iſrael of God in heaven. 
In this land God promiſes to ſet them, and to eſtabliſh 


e in the poſſeſſion of it, that they may dwell ſafe- 


I, and none make them afraid; that he may feed 
them as his flock, and dwell among them. Their re- 
turn from captivity, and reſtoration to their own land, 
is-one of the moſt remarkable: events mentioned in 
the Old Teſtament, and is often ſpoken of as a rich 
diſplay of the divine mercy and favour. In this light 
let us contemplate it, as the neceſſary means of pre- 
ſerving the Jewiſh church in exiſtence, until the ful 


neſs of time arrived wherein that e was 


aboliſhed. | 4 
And the ftrangers ſhall be joined with them, and they, 


| ſhall cleave to * houſe of Facob. The perſons who, 


are here intended, were the ee, e. r g the 
the poſterity — 


by the houſe of Jacob. They were thoſe N the 
apoſtle Paul thus emphatically deſcribes, as being 


aliens from the commonwealth of Iſrael, both witk 


reſpect to civil and ſacred advantages; and ſtrangers.” 
from the covenants of promiſe, which God entered 135 
into with the Father of the faithful, and delivered to 


his poſterity at mount Sinai. Numbers of ſuch ſtran⸗ 
gers, at the ggriod to which this prophecy looked for- 
ward, ſhould join themſelves to Iſrael, that they might 35 
participate with them-in the ineſtimable prerogatives 


which they enjoyed. From religious motives, and a 
ſincere regard to the inſtituted worſhip of the true 
God, they were voluntarily to become proſelytes to 
Ws Jewiſh religion, ang to be initiated into e 


. Deut. xi. 10, TH 12. 
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IIrael, they were inviolably to adhere to them, as the 


delivered for their inſtruction and government. —— 
Alfter the laudable example of thoſe who are the ſub- 
jets of this prediction, let us cleave unto the Lord, 


3 gently to yourſelves, brethren, leſt there be in any of 


n „, rr 


| living God, and to abandon connection with his 


9 


church by the rites appointed for that purpoſe. 1 3 9 TEE 
ing obliged themſelyes, in the moſt folemn manner, 
to pay a ſacred regard to the laws and ordinances of 


girdle cleaves to the Joins of him that weareth it. 
They would alſo cleave tg the houſe of Jacob; diſ- 
covering, on every proper occaſion, a ſtrong attach. 
ment to them, and their intereſts, by a careful obſer- 
vance of the divine inſtitutions eſtabliſhed among them, 
and by a ſteady regard to divine truths; and precepts _ 


and his people, with purpoſe of heart. Look dili- 


you a froward, a falſe, a deceitful, and evil heart of 
unbelief, which may prompt you to depart from the 


W 


2 And the people ſhall take them, and bring > 
them to their place: and the houſe of Iſrael ſhall ; 


_ poſſeſs them in the land of the Loxp, for ſer- 


vants and handmaids : and they ſhall take them 
captives, whoſe captives they were, and they x 


ſhall rule over their oppreſſos. 


| The 'benefits/ to be derived by the | people of - 


Ifrael, from the accompliſhment of the foregoing pre- 
_ ditions, are here mentioned. They ſhall ' take 


at . 


them ; namely, tlie ſtrangers who were joined to 
them, and who. ſteadily adhered to the profeſſion of 


friendſhip which they had made: And bring then s 


their place, which God gave them for inheritance, 
that they might ſhare in the important advantages 
which they themſelves poſſeſſed. They were to be ad- 


mitted members of the commonwealth of Iſrael, to 


whom pertained the adoption, the glory, and the 


covenants, the giving of the law, and the ſervice of 
5 7 da 55 8 x 3 : 


. God, 
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| God, and the promiſes. And the bouſe of Vrael i 
uw 2 ther. 2 them. The bouſe of Iſrael may denote,.as | 
Br of the prophetic writings, the tribes . 
BY Da of Care haary, 9 2nd Benjamin, with thoſe, of the other ten 
tribes, who were mingled with them. There were 
many belonging to the ten tribes, who, perceiving 
that Jeroboam intended to eftabliſh idolatry. Ne . 
them, ſeparated from their brethren, and joined the 
bbuoouſe of Judah. Hence we read, that thts who ſet 
A their hearts-to ſeek the Lord, came to Jeruſalem, te 
+ ſaerifice; and ſtrengthened the king dom of Judah *,* 
And afterward, in the days of Aſa, many fell to him 
5 out of Ephraim, Manafſch, and Simeon f. Under 
due reign of Hezekiah, divers of Aſher, Manaſſeb, 
© and Zebulon, humbled themſelves, and came to Je- - 
+ ruſalem 1. From theſe and other places of the Gd 
- Teſtament hiſtory, we learn, -that the houſe of Iſrael 
= comprehended, not _ the tribes of Judah and Ben- 
Ks 1 jamin, but likewiſe thoſe who joined them from ; 
among their brethren. This houſe was to poſſeſs 5 
ſtrangers who cleaved to them in the land of the 
Lord. They were to enjoy conſiderable benefit 
from the kind ſervices, and various offices, of huma- 
nity, benevolence, and. affection, which they would 
perform toward Iſrael, whom they ſhould conſider, 
not only as their friends, but as their inſtructers. 
This advantage they were to enjoy in the land of the 
. Lord; in the land of Canaan, hich juſtly meritec 
dis deſcription, on account of its en 1 
1 to all other lands, and becauſe it was the 28 of his, . 
Ferne care and kind regard. 5 
= And they ſhall take them captives, whe captives they: : 
C were, and they ſhall rule over their oppreſſars. The im- 
port of this prediction is-ealy to be underſtood: R 
plainly intimates, that ſome of thoſe various nations, 
. who had made captives of the people of Iſinel, etre, 
1 in their turn, to be made e 4 them; ;—that ©; 


= "Cahn nl chap cee 4 en. th, = 
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when God would. turn -qhote' captivity, 
ſhould exerciſe authority: over thoſe who had 22 
them by vislence that their condition was to be en- 
tirely reverſed from what it onee was, in ſo much 
that they were not only to be delivered from 2 ſtate 
of at to their enemies, and ſubjection to their 
| ny,” but to be inveſted with power to retaliate - 
the injuries which they had ſuſtained from thoſe who 
| affliied them. The righteous Governor of the world, 
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men according to their doings. The Tyrians, h 
exulted at the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, were hiſſed at 
by the merchants among the people, in the day of 

their calamity . Upon the Edomites, who dealt 
cruelly with the houſe of Judah, God laid his ven- 
geance, by the hand of his people Iſrael 4. "After the 


—_—— 2-0 RT 
. 82 


they waxed ſtrong, became terrible, and conſumed 
like fire the Edomites, who had deſpiſed and inſulted 
them. A ſimilar change in their dircumſtances is 
here foretold by our prophet, in reſpect to other na- 
"ons who had oppreſſed them, which was remarkably 
verified in the reſpectable condition to which they 
were advanced, and the conſiderable influence that 
they attained, at the 
was ſulblled ——Such diſpenſations inculcate upon 
us diligent attention to he maxim of Jelus Cn, 
who hath ſaid, * I what meaſure ye mete, it ſhall 
de meaſured to you again . The law af retaliation 
was the firſt which was publiſhed after the fall of 
man; * Whoſo ſheddeth man's blood, by man ſhall. 
© his blood be ſhed I. It was engroſſed in than of 
Moſes, where it is thus written; Eye for eye, und 
cccoth for tooth.“ It is tranſeribed and illuſtrated in 
the whole of the divine procedure toward individuals 


AND 


© | any ſocieties. "Toy have eren me to N E. 


period wherein this prophecy - 


Fi 


* 8 Enckiel 1 2. with chage xxvii. 3 + See | - 


e e Lear 


in the courſe of his providence, often recompenſes 3 


* . 


| houſe of Jacob returned from captivity at Babylon, 2 
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faith the Lord, by: that which is not God; and 1 will” | 
move them to jealouſy, by thoſe who are not a people, 
And again, As he ctied, and they would not hear; 

_ © fo the ro Tp pa de men + faith the Lord 
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39 And it hall come to path 4 in — day that 
| us LoxD hall give thee reſt from thy rei 
and from thy fear, and from the hard wee P31 
wherein thou waſt made to ſerve. _ 


The particulat period is here marked diet the 
preceding 21 ſhould receive its accbmpliſb- 
ment. I the day the Lord ſpall give iber ] 
| from thy ſorrow, &c. Sorrow, fear, Le hard bon⸗ 
dage, hath, at certain ſeaſons, been the lot of the Po. 
ſterity of Iſrael, who were, from time to time, ſubje&s 
ed to the greateſt calamities. Sorrow is that nn not 
ſenſation which is excited by diſtreſs, and the natura! 
effect of the affliction from whence it takes its riſe- 
r is the cauſe of all the calamities which" 
befal mankind; and calamities are the ſource of ger, 
- and ſorrow, from yy rs the houſe — Ifrael were not 
exempted. Fear ſometimes expreſſes in eg 
the uneaſy paſſion which bears that — 
other times the dreaded object from whenes it ariſes; 
Between the paſſion, and the object which occaſione 
it, there is a very intimate connection, in ſo much 
that when the latter is removed, the former com- 
monly ceaſes. The fear from Which the Lord was 
o give Iſracl reſt, was that perplexing and torment- 
= = ing paſſion which proceeds from the dreaded ap- 
1 proach of thoſe formidable evils that embarraſs and 

enfeeble the mind, and incapacitate for action thoſe 
on whom it ſeineth. The hard ſervice which — * 
pere made to ſerve, may chiefly refer to the very” 
piiinful and difficult labours wherein they were em- 

ployed, with great rigour and ſeverity, by the Baby- 

lonians. At . time in which 32 5 was to * 
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told in the ö „ oh e OT Par 
This remarkable prophecy was proves} liſhed ſoon - 


after the deſtruction of the byloniſh . de 5 


Ephraimites having been carried away into Aſfyria 
and Media, the Jews were led captive to Babylo on- 
At the expiration of ſeventy years, the period ed 
for their continuance in a ſtate of exile, God was 
pleaſed to ſhew them mercy, to reſtore them to theif 
own land, and to perform what is here foretold For 
this purpole, he raiſed. up his ſervant Cyrus, who iſſued + 
the memorable decree, recorded 2 Chron. xxxvi. 29. 
To carry forward this great work, of reſcuing his 
people from their ſorrow and bondage, he applojed- 
Ezra the ſcribe, whoſe name ſigniſies a Helper, and | 
Nehemiah the governor, whoſe name denotes: the 
Conſolation of the Lord, to aſſiſt and comfort them. 
Theſe great men, with Zerubbabel and Joſhua, con- 
ducted from the captivity and thraldom in which they -- 
had been detained at Babylon, above forty-two. thous 
ſand of them, beſides more than ſeven thouſand men 
and women ſervants, who were probably ſtrangers - y 
that had joined them. About the ſame time, many 


proſelytes were made to the Jewiſh religion, Who 
joined the houſe of Jacob, as we learn from the book |, 


of Eſther; where we read, that, 8 i's pro- 
motion, the Jews had joy and gladneſs, à feaſt and 
a good day: e . e e ol a Mn. 
became jews; for the fear of the Jews fell upon 
them “.“ Thus the Lord gave them, 1 


ſure, reſt. from ſorrow, fear, and bondage! 


< cireumſtances mentioned i in this prophecy (lays hs. 


“learned Dr. Lowth, in his Notes) which did not, in 


any complete ſenſe, accompany the return from the 
< captivity at Babylon, ſeem to intimate, that RE 


32 „ 
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Levent, 19.the kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, in hich 
it ſhall receive a full accompliſhment, and to which 

WET. forward with hope and } 7. 1 70 13 5. 1 gov oo 
Ws That thou ſhalt take up this Nee againſt 
"a king of Babylon, and ſay, How hath the "ip; 


breſſor cealed | the golden clty ceaſed! © |," 


the ptopliet 0s 82 to deſeribe che fall 45 I 
Babyloniſh ewf means of which great event, 
way ſhould de e r the accompliſhment of the 
ditions that we have been conſidering.— | 
lubject is introduced, with the utmoſt propriety; in 
the form of a triumphant fong, A chorus of 
- firſt expreſs' their ſurpriſe and aſtoniſhment! at the 
fudden dowhfal of Babylon, and the great reverſe of 
£ the tyrant s:condition, who, like his predeceſſors, had 
- ed his own and neighbouring  kingdorts. 
gainſt the debaſed monarch, they are called, 10 ta 
"up this proverb. The Hebrew verb of the noun t 
lated proverb, ſignifies, to exerciſe authority, to com-. 
youu one thing with another, to utter nin, ap ſayinge 
or parables. The noun is uſed to every ſort 
of ſententious, 3 and foblims ſpeech; fuch 
us the Proverbs of Solomon; which are chiected in 
| tort ſentences, frequently figurative, and generally 
ebe both in matter and ang Such br 
are'the w vas e h ings of ſeſus Chrift, 
tecorded in the goſſ i he faith. * No man 
can ſerve two maſters; Where your 'treafure u, 
there will your heart be alſo.” Some proverbs are. 
- 'obſcure, and fignify fomewhat different from what 
the words ſeem to intimate: of this ſort was that an. 
* uſed in Iſrael, The fathers have ure ſour 
grapes, and the childrens teeth are fer on edge “; 
- and that mentioned by the apoſtle Peter, The dop 16 
. Wer 4 * to his votuit; and the fow that w. 
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plain, moral ſentences ; of which you have an 1 
1 Samuel xxiv. 13. in the ſpeech of David 'to kin 
Saul, As faith the proverb of the ancients, Wicked 
' neſs proceedeth from the wicked. The 


: _—_— * * u. n 
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taunting kind of ſpeech, in which the power and. 
pride of Babylon was * de inſulted, and treated with 
contempt. In this view alſo, you may conſider - 
the following words of triumph, in which the 6" 
of God were to expreſs their] Joy at the deſtrufion, of 
that great city, | 

How bath the ar- ceaſed, ! the golden tit yy / 
The oppreſſor is a name which e Ales 
the character of the king of Babylon, whole govern- 
ment was ſtained with injuſtice, violence, and To 
ſion, and ſupported by beavy exaCtions impo 


and grandeur..———The. golden city is à get 
deſcription of that city, which was renowned 
immenſe riches and incomparable. ſplendor. To £4 
as their aſtoniſhment at the event 2 ** 


uire, Hoy hath the oppreſſor ceaſed Fith 


city. ceaſed! He who oppreſſed „ 


dau, to nothi Who bath accomp 
5nd by hm hat bis 1 hs 121 e 


„%% e 
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which was to be uſed. the men Be e was a 


who made us to Raue with hard bondage, hom i s 


prince, and the city, have ceaſed. The hang . 
2 U. Ha 4 3 bo it 2 * I 


: wicked, and the 110 td of the rulers." 0 2 4 55 


* * p 
: of . 9 
1 
' = 4 
* 
* 
* 


bn,  PROPEECIES or AI. 8 => 


the neighbouring ſtateg, to ſupport his I 


: 
. 
. 


LY 
« . . ” 
* _ 1 8 4 
. K © 1 f 
* k . 2 5 1 7 
n 1 5 : 4 
J « w 1 A > ; 
| % + #4 *K & + » 4 1 * . 7 » 
# . 
9 * — n * ” 
: q o £ * 
8 a . f 5 ˖ . : q 
N 99 : [ « 
* ls } d 
a $ £ * 8 1 4 . p 4 
2 4 : * 4 — . 
= » ” 2 


th 


| * 


bath broken; he hath ſuddenly cruſhed him by 


| which was exerted, by means of the rulers and gover- 


broken and deſtroye | 

away from the earth this wicked, tyrannical, prince, 

and his proud ambitious rulers, that his people might N 
ef the inefttmable bench uf ſoy and . bs 


| anger, is perſecuted, and none hindereth. | 


the foregoing verſe, is ſtill oontinued. The kin 


them, he 
tion, but with wrath and fierce anger; not with an 
occaſional, but with an uninterrupted and 'contitual 
ſtroke... He ruled over the kingdoms Which he van- 


nnn Nr IO of all 3 of 
ſs, and was a chief ſupport of its intereſts. 
s inſtrument of corruption and guilt the Lord 


he g 


violent death, whereby a final period is put to all his 
mighty power and influence. Ani the ſceptre of th 
. ers. The royal authority (ſignified by a Te . 


nors of the provinces, over the people, was likewiſe 
d. Thus did che Moſt High take 


6 He who ſinote the people i in wrath withe' A 
continual ſtroke; he that ruled the nations in 


The language of exultation and triumph, Vue 1 


of Babylon made war with the people of Iſrael, and 
the nations of the earth; and, having conquered 
ote them, not with temper and modera- 


quiſhed, not with mildneſs and Cauley; but with en- 


treme ri re and ſeverity: he governed them, not 


with ju 


ice and clemency, but with tyranny and op- 
preſſion. 


This haughty, angry monarch if perſe- 


 tuted, and none bindereth. He was purſued, over. 


taken, and ſeized, by the juſtice of God, and quickly . | 
brought to condign puniſhment. None of the neigh-. 


bouring ſtates or princes, who were tributary to him, 
or in alliance with him, afforded him any aſſiſt- 
"ance, or interpoſed i in his behalf, to ward off the blow 


Tre him by the direction and appointment of Heaven. 
of 155 = Lord "oY contempt upon princes, and 
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and inſolence, their en ee N 


to their deſert. rice one Fe 1375 


MT" The whole nk is at reſt; and i is d. 25 5 
they break forth i into ſinging. cn . 


The happ py effects refulking to tolxouniliagnadide | 
on the abolition of the tyrannical power of the 

ing of Babylon, are beautifully delineated in this 
All the kingdoms of the earth which were 
ſubject to the Babylonian empire, and connected with 
it, were to experience an agreeable ceſſation from the 


diſquietude and turbulence which they ſuffered, from 


exorbitant claims and rigorous. demands which had 


been made upon them, by a monarch, whoſe defire | 


for riches, and ambition of power and conqueſt, knew 
no bounds. In conſequence of his ſceptre havin ra. 


been broken, the nations who had formerly ſerv 


him, and 'been greatly diſturbed by the exerciſe of 
his tyrannical anthority,'were to find themſelves hap- 
pily dee from that continual oppreſſion which 
hoe! how unable to reſiſt, and re-eſtabliſhed in. the - 
flion of defirable tranquillity and prod ER | 


this leaſing change of circumſtances, . ſhould 
| feel ff 


rong emotions, ariſing from the ach ion and 
joy which ſprang; up in their new condition; ſo that 


they break forth into ſinging. Tranſported with the 


view of the downfal of Babylon, and contemplating 


the happy effects with which it was to be accompa- 
nied, they were to exult in triumphant ſtrains, and 


thus to 2 their gratitude and joy, on account of 
le change of condition which was. the ſub- "I 


the agreea 
je& of their ſang, ——lf the nations, rejoice at the 


overthrow of a haughty, prince, and the 
re-eſtabliſhment of tranquillity and 8 be res 3 bi, 
| rent ought. to be the triumph of thoſe who 


ivered from dominion of divers im 
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Let ſuch wi: forth into ſinging, in honour of him 
who hath , end * projerye io his 825 . 
e N 


8 Tea, the FER eden at hy 1 
; day of Lebanon, /aying, Since thou N 
domn, no feller is come up againſt N 


The fir-trees and the cedars are here Wesch . 
rejoicing at the fall of Babylon.——The fir and the 
cedar are the talleſt and moſt ſtately trees that grow 
in the foreſt; and the cedars of Lebanon were, of 
all others, the largeſt and moſt excellent, Theſe trees 
are ſometimes mentioned in ſcripture, as repreſenting 
ons exalted to the maſt eminent ſtation, and en- 
joying the moſt flouriſhing condition. In this figura-. 
tive ſenſe I ſuppoſe that the words before us mult 'be 
underſtood, ne fir and the cedar of Lebanon are 
intended to lignity the princes, the rulers, and great - 
men of thoſe kingdoms, which had been haraſſed by 
the king of Babylon before the overthrow of that 
empire. Perſons of conſpicuous dignity, and greae 
| opulence, were to exult over the fallen tyrant, and to 
boaſt of the eaſe and 5 — they expected to enjoy, 
in conſequence of his depreſſion, or being laid down. 
Since thou haſt been brought low, and laid upon the. 
ground, like a tree that is cut down, no felter is come 
up againſt us, no power hath attacked ug, in whoſe. 
heart it was to cut off nations not a few, Since he 
who was the axe, in the hand of the Lord, 10 dt 
down kingdoms, hath been broke in pieces, there ie. 
no other power to give diſturbance to the nations, or 
to deprive them of their juſt rights. The reign of 
 tyrannical monarchs is #4: commonly of long conti- 
nuance: God who cutteth off the n 'of 3 | 
and Who is terrible to the kings of the earth, 1a 24 
them low, and diveſts them of theit | 
thoſe around them triumph in their weten and 55 


e lafety they ey to N 6 3 
25 Hel be 
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Hell from beneath is moved for Es ah 


meet thee at thy coming: it ſtirreth up the dead 
for thee, even all the chief ones of the earth; l 
hath raiſed up n their gain 177 2 < Hogs | 


of the nations. PRES * 1 * 


ee e ett, and 6 ne let 8 


wh are introduced: the regions of the dead are 1 


open; and hadet is repreſented as rouſing the ſhades _ | 


of departed monarchs from their ſeats, to meet the 
king of Babylon, and to inſult him, on bis being re. 


5 9 to the ſame low eſtate with themſelves. The 


Hebrew word tranflated hell, ſometimes ps the the 
place into which the ſouls of men are conveyed, after 


their ſeparation from the bodies to which they were 


united before death. This reſidence of departed ſpi- 
rits hath been thought by many . 
where under the earth; "od: agreeable to this iden, 
It is called hell beneath. As the grave is the houſe. 
appointed for the bodies of men after their deceaſe, 
ſo the place here mentioned, is ſuppoſed to be _ 
_ manſion wherein ſpirits , have their reſidence after 
they are ſeparated from the bodies which they inha- 
| bited. We the royal pfalmiſt, perſonating 


and predicting his reſ ion from 
te Jn, th Nh ſpeaks: My heart is 9 ee 
n hope; for 


glory rect: my fleſh alſo ſhall 
not leave my foul in hell ?.“ Alien death, 
the foul of men are not reduced to a ſtate of inacti- 
vity and ſleep, in which they are diveſted of their 
powers, but Kill poſſeſs the faculties of underſtanding 
and diſcernment, and exerciſe thoſe affections which: 
are ſuited to their condition. The deſcription; given 
in this verſe of what paſſed in hell, at the proach of | 
the king of Babylon, ſeems to intimate, oak in 
infernal regions, ſpirits are known to one a 


ON: they are ee eee to their un and 
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is conſiſtent with their ſtatę At the eo of 
the king of Babylon into the receptacles of the 


of the nations. On that occaſion, "theſe former 


recorded i in the following verſes... 
10 All Gus ſhall ſpeak and ſay unto WES 


come like unto us? 
5 menting over his miſerable fate, departed ſpirits ſcof . 


fingly deride and inſult over him, on account of his 
535 Full of aſtoniſhment, they inquire, Ari 


acted without control among the nations, by the 


Art thou become like unto, us, who are deprived of all 
„ influence and empire over the ſons of men, of all the 
terreſtrial pleaſures which we once enjoyed, without 


were e proud, "gl; and eyrannical. 
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1 4 LECTURES on Tut. Car. XIV 
3 that wicked princes there enjoy ſuch ecedence as 


there was to be a great commotion among thoſe/ 7 4 | 
were once the chief ones of the earth, and the — i 


- pes great perſonages are repreſented as riſing from 0 | 
| | ſeats, which they are ſuppoſed to have filled, in order 
' |  . to: congatulate that prince upon his arrival among 
''' © them, and to expreſs their ſurpriſe at his being re. 

| duced to the ſame low eſtate of impotence, wretched- . 

neſs, and diſſolution with themſelves. The ſar- 

caſtical language which they were ta e as. 3 


Art thou alſo become weak as a art Sa x de⸗ | 


3 | Havin nothing to fa from. ia, he had Fs | 
ſcended from the throne of Babylon, inſtead; of la- 


thou alſo become weak as we ? Notwithſtanding all thy | 
boaſted power and grandeur, - art thou, who waſt re- 
novned on earth for thy invincible ſtrength, and who” 


ſtroke of death, become weak and feeble as we, Who 
are ſtript of thoſe natural abilities, and that civil au- 
thority; whereof we were poſſeſſed on earth — 


the leaſt hope of ever regaining any thing of that 
ſort; and are expoſed to the dreadful vengeance =» 
of the Almighty, which he inflicts upon e who 
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noble fabric: but viewing it as polluted by fin, 
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11 Thy pomp is brought down to the grave, 


ond the noiſe of thy viols : the worm is ſpread | || 


under thee, and the worms cover the. 


cence of the king of Babylon, when he reſided in his 
ſumptuous palace, of which you may form "one pany 
from the following eircumſtances. The image whi 
Nebuchadnez zar ſet up in the plain of Dura, is com- 
puted to have coſt three millions and a half of money. 
The elegant entertainments, made for thouſands of a 
lords; the vaſt variety of fine muſical inſtruments, 
which were uſed at public ſolemnities; the rich fur- 
niture, ſuch as veſſels of gold, and beds of ivory; 
with which the palace-royal was decorated, with a 
thouſand other things, clearly ſhew the ſplendor of 
the. Babyloniſh monatch. All thy, worldly. glory, 
which dazzled the eyes of men; all that feet,; me-... 
lodious muſic, which delighted thee, and pleaſed the 
ears of thy admiring attendants, are now gane, and 
periſhed for ever, being as it were buried with thee.— 
The worm it ſpread under thee, and the ꝛuorins coe, 
thee, That body, which was the object of reſpeQ_at- | 


tention, and care, which was 8 dreſſed in fineſt - 
| 


linen and richeſt filks, and highly ornamentfed at at 8 | 
immenſe expence, is now covered on all ſides with 


worms, who feed upon it as their prey. How great, 


o 


how affecting, muſt be the change to that ſpirit which . 
once animated. it Be not proud, my brethren; -:-- 
be not vain of ſtrength, - beauty, or elegance of form. -.. - 
Contemplating the ſtructure of the hu body as 


the workmanſhip of God, it is a moſt beutiful and 


* 


perceive ample. ground af hamlly a.yo : 
ſtate. to which\your , | 


mould give a check to that pride and yanity which : 
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Very great muſt have been the pomp and magn 77 es 
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| deforms and corrupts the human mind, and pres 
upon it as worms do 0 on de dead bodice which fr | 
laid in the grare. ee 10 


12 How art thou fallen Fark towed: 0 1 5 
r, ſon of the morning! ow art thou cut 
down to the w which * an the | 


| nations! of 10 


A new derne is bene ned, in which the lein 
church addreſt the — 2 wr Babylon, as a {tar of the 
_ firſt magnitude, fallen from the conſpicuous ſplendor 
and dignity which he held in mg political hemi- 
ſphere.— The word lucifer, ſignifies one that bring- 
eth light; and its import is well expreſſed in the very 
next words, fon of the morning. It is a name given 
to the morning-ſtar, which ſhines bright Le | 
| before day-break, uſhers 'in the chearing light of the 
morning, and . 8 with peculiar luſtre among th 
e dn ame. By this deſcription, 
which muſt be here underſtood in a figurative Teaſe 
| the Babylonian monarch, who excelled other princes 
Im dignity, magnificence, and brilliancy, and who 
hows: with a ſplendor far ſuperior to ſurrounding po- 
tentates, is certainly intended. Concerning this re- 
markable perſon, the church thus exclaims, How 


_ thou fallen from the ſummit of glory, empire, and In- 
_  Huence, into obſcurity, contempt, and e 5 


The expreſſion alludes to meteors, ſomewhat like a 
ſtar, which are ſometimes obſerved. to fall from hea- 
ven, and immediately to diſappear. Such was the 
ſudden fall of this mighty prince, which is here men. 5 
tioned with admiration and/aftoniſhment. 
| How art thou tut down to the ground, licks didf 
_ | aveaken ibe nations! To give new force and beauty 
do the deſcription, he who, in the former expreſſion, 
is ſaid to have fallen as a ſtar, | is now repreſented as 
cut down like a tree. This prince, who, by the ty- 
Apron) exerciſe oy his Bo 8 tg a 5 
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of many nations, did not a as 
neſs or diſeaſe ; he did not wither away thraugh age: 
he was not broken by accident: but he was ſuddenly 
cut down by a Violent wor 1 fel 8 once a8 the 


it aanin,—— The e Lor 10 ow th dgment, 
e he executeth. What more yep by the 3 could 


| have been inflicted upon this haughty, vain-gldrious 
monarch than that which he received? What more 
juſt and proper than that he, who was ambitious to 
be admired for power and grandeur tranſcending all 
other princes, ſhould have fallen into obſcurity and 
deriſion?— that he, who aimed, through. pride, to 
ſtand 2282 in. the. rhe” Bone nes 9985 1 8 down 
a8 a tree 


_—_— For TIE Gd i in of Gn 1 ill 
aſcend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above 
the ſtars of God: I will fit alſo upon the mount 
|. the congregation, in the fides of the north. | 


In theſe words the proud king of Babylon is in- 
ſulted, on account of the extravagant boaſtings which 
he uttered, and the ambitions projects he had form- 
ed, when in his former glory. This inſolent and 

arrogant prinee impioully ſaid, I will aſcend into bea- 
ven. No man, in the ſober aſe of reaſan and of his 
ſenſes, can be ſuppoſed to have formed the abſurd der 
ſign of literally | performing the reſolution contained 
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muſt be interpreted in a manner conſiſtent with the 
wicked, avowed attempt, and facrilegious 'purpole, of 
this aſpiring prince, and ſo as to correſpond with hee 
words in the latter part of the verſe. r heavens 
then muſt not be literally underſtood, to ſignify the 
viſible, airy, or ſtarry heavens, into which no man can 
aſcend, whilſt he continues in this world; but that 
which was analogous to them, in the view of the king 


of —_— he the ie ge heavens ue, in 3 bz 


. NS, 
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in the words before us. The expreſſion, therefore,  — 
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lar AY the dwelling-place of the Moſt” High; ſo 
he is ſaid to have dwelt in the temple at Jeruſalem, 


which; in ſeveral reſpects, was an image of heaven. 
| There God appeared from between the cherubims : 
there he was worſhipped by his faints, and afforded 


them deſirable” manifeſtations of his preſence and 


| glory, when they were employed in the. duties of his 


ervice. Thither this haughty monarch had ſecretly 
ſaid, that he would aſcend. [ will exalt * throne 
above the fars. of God, It ſurely could not enter into 
the head of the Babylonian prince, that it was poſſible 
for him literally to fulfil this extravagant reſolution ; 


and, therefore, it is neceſſary to explain his words 
their metaphorical Tenſe. In this view, his throttle. 


may denote his empire and royal authority. The ſtars 
of God may ſignify the prieſts and teachers of the 


Iſraelites, who illuminated them by their inſtructions, | 
and to whom this deſcription is. ſometimes given in 
prophetical language. Theſe ſtars ſhined with con- 
ſiderable ſplendor in the myſtical Jewiſh heayens, and 
in ſome meaſure enlightened that church. Above 
theſe ſtars this proud ambitious king reſolved to ſet 
up his throne, to uſurp authority over the ſervants of 

Jehovah, and to lay claim to that homage which was 
I will fit alſo upon the 


performed to the true God. 
mount of the congregation, in the fides of the north. 
Mount Zion, to which this deſcription very well 


agrees, ſeems to be intended. In that mountain the 


children of Iſrael were commanded to aſſemble, that 


they might attend upon God in the inſtitu;ions of his 
worſhip, and enjoy the peculiar privileges of which 


= . 4 i Se 0M e tots. 
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he had given them comfortable aſſurance. This was 


the mount of the congregation, or ſolemn conven- 


tion, where God was pleaſed to meet with his people, 
and to commune with them. 


-In the fides | of tbe 
north, on which ſtood Jeruſalem, the city of the great 
King. The words, thus explained, e the pre- 5 


ſumptuous 
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ves. 1. PROPHECIES-or ISAIAH, 6 
ſumptuous determination of the impious king of Ba- 


i. bylon, to go up to Jeruſalem, that he might affume 
n, authority over the miniſters of the Lord, and'eſtabliſh 
$ his dominion over the highly favoured mountain of © 

d Zion, 125 Les $32: $4 75 # [SHY "> : L 4 oa $4 5 7 a 1 1 

s 14 J will aſcend above the heights of the 


clouds, I will be like the Moſt High. 
Pride and ambition know no bounds... Being ſeated - 
upon mount Zion, this haughty prince promiſed, that 
he would get above the height of the clouds. This 
expreſſion, like thoſe contained in the former verſe, 
- muſt; I ſuppoſe, be figuratively underſtood, as the li- 
teral interpfetation involves in it too abſurd. a project 
to have been formed by a man in the exerciſe of rea- 
ſon. The Lord promiſed of old to his ſervant Moſes, 
that he would appear in the cloud which reſted above 
the mercy-ſeat ;. and, after the houſe of the Lord was 
| built upon Zion, we read, that the houſe was filled 
with a cloud “. Such was the arrogance of this proud 
man, that he reſolved to aſcend above the cloud, to 
take poſſeſſion of the ſanctuary and ſecret place, 
which the Almighty had appropriated for his own 
reſidence, as a ſymbol of his eternal throne in thbe 


_ 
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higheſt heavens I will be like the Mot High, in 
maſeſty, glory, and authority. Totally indifferent 
7 4 F 8 | 5 


about reſemblance to God in holineſs, | 2 

and mercy, he wickedly aſpired after likeneſs to him 

in the incommunicable glories of his divinity. 

| The reſolutions here expreſſed, when colleQively con- 

ſidered, import, that this impious pringe formed the | 

extravagant and blaſphemous purpoſe of rivalling be — 

great God in majeſty and grandeur, and of attainifig  * — 

greater dignity, and a more elevated conditibn, than 

mortal man can enjoy in this world. He afpired to 

nothing leſs, than that his excellency might mount up 

ta the heayens, and his head reach to the clouds f. 
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25 16 Yet thou ſhalt be brought down i0 hel 
| to the fides of the pf. 


- ' Diſappointment, Fay at and Ka were Who | 
5 the fatal conſequences of this haughty inſolence, and, 
infatiable ambition. Thou ſhalt be brought dun 
70 hell, the dreadful receptacle prepared for the ſepa: | 
rated ſpirits of wicked men, where thou ſhalt be war 
Voith ſorrow and anguiſh; and where the worm dieth 
not, and the fire is not uenched.——As if this Was 
inſufficient to repreſent the miſery and wo in which 
he ſhould be involved, it is added, To tbe fides of the 
pit. The expreſſion may denote the low, negleQed, | 
and deſpiſed condition to which the prince bas * 21 
reduced. As elevation to heaven, in tlie Ig 
' ſcripture, ſignifies the higheſt Sanden! 2a Le 
thruſt down to hell, and thrown to the fides the 
pit, denotes the loweſt and moſt abject depr ffion, 
the moſt wretched and forlorn condit od. e U 4 


16 They that ſee thee, ſhall partei look 

upon thee, and conſider thee, /aying, I this the 
man that made the arch to bene that did 
thake e W A NH 125 
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rea oak of wor 255 Werte into a vrete 
and contemptible condition, were to be ſtruck with - 
wonder and aſtoniſhment. - Beholding this remark- g 
able inſtance of the vanity of human pride, of the un - 
certainty of temporal greatneſs, and of the righteoul- 
. nels, power, and providence of God, and obſerving 
the various ways whereby the divine diſpleaſure ſeizes 
upon haughty tranſgreſſors, they were to expreſs their 
aadmiration in the following manner. To perceive 
8 _ union of thele aa other. „ it — 
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| uiſite, as hinted in the onde before us, that 
rhe Id "attentively look upon the downfal of this 


the incidents with which it was accompanied, 
and ſeriouſly conſider the hand of Providence in, its 
execution. In this N they would ſee abundant” 


- reaſon to exclaim, 
I; this the itn that made the . tende, ei 


rable creature, the great and powerful monarch who 
once made ſuch a conſpicuous figure on the earth, 


he who did ſhake kingdoms to their very. founda- 
tions, who overturned their conſtitution and govern- 


the n or n them Away captive. | 


1 6 
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| houſe of eee 50 
Ther ade the world as 'a ; wildernſ, 1 


waſte many porn 


- plundering 


15 
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_ prodigious extent of territory became ſoli 5 
frequented; —-That e not the” — 
ſonert. Such was his rigorous ſeverity, and unrel 651 


ing ervelty, towatd thoſe whom he had taken one 7 
tive, that he would m permit them to be ſet at liber- 
ty, even after v confinement. Is this the nian 


who lately floarift 1k a green bay- tree, ho was 
ſo great and bigh that none could be feen equal to 

5 il this the eb . the ambitious 
Prince. 
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eat and powerful monarch, that they carefully in- 


did ſhake \ kingdoms ? Is this fallen, deſpiſed, "mile. 
and ſubjected many nations to his empire? 16 this | 8 


ment, and, having vanquiſhed them, united them. to 
his dominions? Is this he at whoſe approach the in- 
habitants of the earth were filled with conſternation 
and terror, leſt he would do to them as he had done 
to many nations; deſtroy their cities, pillage their 
country, rob them of their treaſures, and 1852 idem wo 


17 Tur made the world as {da W 
4 the eities e that penny, wot the 


1 r 
* . 


alous countries and great cities, and 
habitants, whom he killed, took pri. 
loners, or oppreſſed with exorbitant taxes, ſo that - 
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64 1 /LECTURES'of ru Cnar. XIV, 


prince, the cruel oppreſſor, the, cunning , politician, 
the luxurious epicure, the powerful monarch, with, | 
whom. the eyes of the people were dazzled, and the. 
nations of the earth were harafſed ? What an aamaz-. 
ing change hath befallen this man! ſuch indeed as 
demonſtrates the vanity and uncertainty of all-worldl 
grandeur, and at once excites wonder and compaſ- 
- ſion. How doth he now ſhake and tremble !\ how lo 
and defolate is his condition! how little and inſigni- 
ficant doth he now appear! This great alteration we 
aſcribe entirely to the divine interpoſition af that 
God, who abaſeth them that walk in pride. 


1 
1 
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18 All the kings of the nations, eben all U 
them lie in glory, every one in his on houſe. 


| . T0 diverſify the ſubject, and to give it additional | 
- ſplendor, a different ſcene is here opened. Qertain 


perſons are introduced, who light upon the corpſe of. 
the king of Babylon, caſt out and lying upon the 


greg among the flain, covered with wounds, and 


o disfigured that they hardly know him. His condi- 
tion is contraſted with that of other princes. Among 
all nations great honour and reſpect hath been given 
to their ſovereigns, not only whilſt they were alive; 
but even after they were dead: their corpſes were laid 
in ſtate in their palaces. .Clothed with the richeſt dreſs; 
and honoured with the enſigns of royalty which for- 
merly belonged to them, they are put into fine cot 
fins; and, after a conſiderable time, they are interrec 
in the earth, or the tomb, with great pomp and ſo- . - 
_ lemnity. Having in this manner been depoſited in _ 
the ſepulchres of their fathers, large and coſtly monu- 
ments are erected, to perpetuate their memory, whilſt 
their friends and their ſubjects wear the badges of 
public ſorrow, and public loſs. ' This expenſive ceres 
mony and parade is commonly proportioned to the 
worth of the deceaſed prince, the excellency of his 
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EL branch: and as the raiment of 4 


that are ſlain, thruſt through with à ſword, that 
go down to the * of a ite _— 2 ue Ho 


trodden under feet. 7855 0 


The corpſe of the king of 8 was 3 not 1 to be 


treated, after he ſhould be cut off by a,vialent death, 


in a reſpe&tul manner, as the bodies of other princes, 


His dead carcaſs was to be thrown out with ignominy | 


and contempt, along with the bodies of thoſe who 


were flain, and was not to be buried in the ſepulchres - 


of his fathers, It was to be conſidered as an object 


of deteſtation, and caſt out as an abominable branch, 
cut off from a noxious or uſeleſs tree, which, — 
E 


good for nothing, is neglected and deſpiſed by 


body, and left to lie and rot where it nee 2 
as the raiment of thoſe that are /lain, &c. which, being 
cut by the ſword, or other deadly weapons, and 
covered with blood, are caſt down into the pit, along : 
with the dead bodies which they clothed. — 4 4 
- carcaſs trodden under. feet; + that is, deſpiſed and 
trampled upon in the day of. battle, having no other 
| burial given it than the corpſe of a common ſoldier - 
that is thrown into a pit, which hath;been made to 
receive the bodies of the flain, Inſtead of a ſepul: 
' chral monument being erected to perpetuate Pe 


ry, his dead body was to be . wich he greateſt 


neglect and I e e is 45 


8 Thon f ſhalt. not FR joined: ad them! * ö 
burial, — 5 thou haſt Apel thy land; and. 


flain thy people: he feed: os batter Gall” 


never be OOO; 
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3 pride 8! opp preſl 10 FE Far de. ö 
bauchery, and the cruel treatment of thoſe whom 5 
overned and conquered in war, procured to /this 
Rau ghty prince the juſt ſefitehce here pronouũted, 
and brought upon him and his kingdom” certain de. 
ſtruttion.— 56 ſeed. of. evil. doeti ſhall never by te 
_ nowhed. Thou nl maxim there may. be ſome 
ee xceptions, yet holds true 1 js goed. and was Lal : 
markably verified Babylon, to whom 
dur prophet particularly. refers. 10 diſplay the di 
vine ſoverei eignty and goodneſs, and to om 
other valua e the wiſdom of God is plea- 
_ fed, in ſome e to deviate from the general 
laws by which his adminiſtration is conducted. Not. 
withſtanding, the aphoriſm before us contains a cer. 
tain and important truth. The Hebrew words, ay 
be rendered, the ſeed of evi-doers ſhalt not be called 
for ever. the poſterity of the wicked may 
Rave a flame for a while, and ſeem to be eftab 
in the view of men, their renown mall not alwayr 
continue; ere long their reputation and glory ſhall 
be buried in oblivion; Miſery is the portion of the 
. wicked; it is the heritage of the children of difobes 
dience, the wages of the workers of iniquity.” Though - 
© | the offering of evil-doers may fometimes flouriſh tor. 
2 ttle, their beauty ſhall ſoon fade wap, their in, 
| creaſe ſhall go into Nu their hall be 
brought down, and all their glory ſhall periſh. Their 
doom is irreverſibly decreed; and who can tell when 
©. the ſentence ſhall be executed, and how ſoon the 
judgment written may take hold of them? A dark 
cloud hangs over them, which may burſt upon their 
defenceleſs heads ere ever they are aware. * W ſeed | 
4 of the wicked (faith the royal poet} ſhall be cut 
0 Doff s.“ The kings of Babylon, who were the ſeed 
of en were not to be et or called 
83 N 8 Pall a 6. "FN | 13 7 1 22 
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A 1 Prepare laughter far his children, for he 
Mig 0 their. . ; that they do do not- riſe x 


| bylon, are called upon, to make ready'to cut off the - 


; 1 1 0 1 lon, 


4 mily of Babylon ſhould become extinct, and — - 
to be 1 MOT Parents / NP wo, faid to live i in their 


7 


nor rei e weg. por fi wee world 


þ. ith ae OY. 


In theſe WER the Medes ai Perſians, hy; — 
to be the executioners of divine vengeance upon Hu- 


Alon, 2 | 
Whole royal family, which was to be deſtroyed root 
and bran According to thé irreverſihle conſtitu- 
| Tom of the ſupreme Governor of the univerſe, he vi- 
ah: the Inf alas of the fathers upon the chil 
when they approye and imitate the wickedneſs'« 
their parents, to the third and fourth generation of | 
them that hate hi. In ſome inſtances, 2 in the one 


5 us, 12 * wo ſlaughter 5 death for ths 
children. By ſu penſations dence, el 
I 97 91 detnonſtraths in the moſt S "Rar he 


t fin is exceeding odious in dis fi hi, 


3s highly difpleaſed with ſors, and that — 4 


glects no means whereby they may be deterred from 


It. The deſign of pobliſing this order was, That 
they du nat riſe, nor or Poſe eſs the 3 Kc. : that there 


may. he no ſucceſh q to riſe u 2 95 govern the cx. 
che 


room n of LG an. 


di to | perpetuate i thei e own n gry of 6 renown. 
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22 For 1 Nin tie up apainit them, faith 4 


177 5 of hoſts, and cut off from Babylon the 5 
name, and remn nant, and ſon and ar 1235 = 
ae ADe | E 181 NI wir 1 * * * | 
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According this predition, the whale # royal, fa- 


kindred ſo extirpated from the earth, chat none were 
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children, who commonly reſemble hos, and : ug 
tuate their names in the world. The po an there. 
fore repreſent the death and deſtruction of children 
as an awful judgment; and in this light it muſt be 
conſidered in the prophecy before us. When ag eur hh 
are deprived of their own offspring, who are eig 
puts” heirs, their inheritances often devolve to fle- 
8 phews, or ſome diſtant relation. Theſe conbeenen 
| © were likewile to be cut off from the Babylonian mo- 
nnarch, and the whole race of his e e were 10 
periſh, To give certainty and ſtability to this, ku, 
ing event, theſe emphatical words are added, Thus 
ſaith the Lord of hoſts, who hath all the armies of 
| heaven and earth at his command, and all human 
affairs under his direction, and never wants inſtru- 
ments to execute the purpoſes which he hath form- 
.ed.——In what elegant variety of language is this 
prophecy delivered. In ſcripture, expreſſion is often © 
ſubjoined to expreſſion, and words of ſimilar import 
are multiplied, more fully to repreſent thie fierceneſs 
of God's anger, the awfulneſs of his judgments, the 
F | greatneſs of his mercies, /the ſins of his people, and 
: to amplify the ſubject, whatever it is. Of this ſur- 
priſing variety we ſee a remarkable inſtance in this 
x prophecy, v hich foretels the deſtruction of Babylon, 
as well as in many other paſſages of the word. of 
God .. As the prophet foretold, ſo it came EY 
paſs; the race of the kings of Babylon ended. with 
| Belſhazzar, who was vanquiſhed by the Medes'and | 
Perſians, under the conduct * the oe aa Ee 5 
king of Perſia. 5 25 


1 will alſo wake i it a poke on for thi bir 1 
tern, and pools of water: and I will ſweep it 
with the e of W __ the: HAD, 
of hoſts. . 


C een, Us 2. + Job. 13. , | [47 117 
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The total overthrow of the great city Babylon; ja pres) 


. 5 
ko ES) * 5 4 
FRO - : 


515 dicted in this verſe. The bittern is a bird nearly as 
15 big as the common heron; it lurks among che reeds an 
Nr ruſhes, i in marſhy laces: it hath a doleful cry; and, 
U. when it ſoars aloft into the air, it is [aid to make a 
7, hideous noiſe. This highly celebrated city was to be... 


city ſtood in a plain, and occupied the low grounds, 


this large city, the water would ſtagnate, and be 


tion is ſignificantly compared to a beſom, with which 


be certainly aſcertained. How aſtoniſhi 
great and well-fortified a city, in which we 
menſely ſtrong and extenſive buildings, ſhould have 
been ſo entire y demoliſhed, that the remains cannot 
be known.——Perſons and families, cities and 
Pires, are ſubverted according to the purpoſe I 
Lord of hoſts. No crown ſo ſecure, no family 
eſtabliſhed, but he can eaſily remove them: no king- 


dom i io powerful, but he can ſhake to its Tonnage}: „ 


| fo deſolated, that it ſhould became a proper habita- .. | 
tion for this lonely bird. Aud pools of water, The _ 


1 which flowed the river Lupe which, 
for the ſake of commerce, and watering the adjacent 
country, was divided into ſeveral ſtreams. Ihe 
courſe of the river being interrupted by the ruins of. 


Babylon was to be ſwept, and deprived of her towers 
and walls, her dong and ftreets, her inhabitants,  . 
with all the proviſions and riches that the poſſetled. — 

To give certainty to this great event, and the ſtrongeſt E35 
aſſurance of its accompliſhment, theſe ſol ” — 3 
are again added, Saith the Lord of boſtr, who, by'the 
execution of this awful judgment, would 92 Ms, 
majeſty, power, and rig — nd predic- 
tion hath been ſo 3 verified, that the place 
where this wonder of the world once ſtogd, cannot 
„ that fo, * | 
ſuch im. 


15 


formed into pools. And I will fweep it with the 
beſem of deftruttion. This expreſſion is metaphorical; 
and refers to the practice of cleaning a houſe with te 
beſom, which takes away whatever is filthy or uſeleſss, 
that it may be thrown out to the dunghil. Deſtruc- 
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| himſelf to renounce theſe divine excellencies, if wh 
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| no city or ompire ſo ſatfied, that he cannot overtam 
them. By his appointment, the kingdom at az 


d hid 36 ruin, after t had fübfftei abe | 
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- __ ment was overthrown, after it had continued abou 
3 Pi or hundred and ninety years; and the kingdom of 
© Babylon, after it had flouriſhed for ſeveral ages, "The 

- kingdoms. of the earth belong unto the Lord, and he 


_  largeth or ſtraiteneth, he eltabliſheth or overturnett 
' them at his pleaſure,” * Wiſdom and power are his; | 

he changeth the times and the ſeaſons: he ſettet! 

by 4 Up kings, and removeth them“. 5 ; F 2 1 > +eee 


24 U The Loxy of hoſts hath ſwarn, ſaying, 
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Surely, as I have thought, ſo ſhall it come to 


The certainty aud ſtability of the divine purpeſ 


this awful manner, he pled 


line! i y of his own nature, for the | 
Fulfilment of what he hath faid; he virtually oblige 


he bath declared ſhall not be accompli 
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* They ſhall build, but 1 will throw down. 
ſtriking inſtances of the truth here affirmed decur tr 
ſcripture, 'one of which 1 ſhall mention. After hs 
city Jericho was deſtroyed, the Lofd thus ſpike by . 

his ſervant Joſhua * * Curſed be the man before the 
Lord, that raiſeth up and buildeth the city Jericho:  _ 
he ſhall lay the foundation thereof in his 1 EEE 
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fon, Thong ſome of the piitpoles of Jehovah fem 
to be ſuſpended upori certain conditions, thoſe which, 


* 1 , N * * F 4% * 
1 — 1 8 5 i f 
0 ; -, N r 
1 . 4 ; . " * 3 9 4 
j j : a gs 841 % 
P 0 * - 9 1 
— - Ul oth. $ +" * 1 ” F 
* , 2 7 : 2 8 : « _ 1 8 - $4 Y Ps. 3 85 
*..% Pd — | ö , f * : * 
8 , | j I p- N * . T 
. . * : . - 4 * 
ö z * . I, * 


he is pleaſed to confirm by his aath are unaltetable, 


| as the covenant of day and night, and more fing 
n the perpetual hills and immovabtss 


« 


eſtabliſhed than the 


| mountains. 5 2 9 * i ij . . 7 „ NAP "= 5 | : . 
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Surely, as 1 have thought, /o ſhall it cums to 1 


| HE | 2 rn fre 
ind as | have purpeſed, fo ſhall # Rand. The whole 


rame of heaven and earth hall be diffolyed, the Ju- 


moved from their places, but the thoughts and pur- 


Ar Jehovah cannot be altered; The riſe and 


all of ſtates and empires, are all directed agreeable 


to the itrevocable counſel of his will” The whole | 
; courſe of providence, as well as of nature, is entire 
regulated according to his pleaſure. The time, the 


mannet, and the inſtrumenits, by. whom the 


ſeries of events ſhall be carried forward, are flxed in 


his eternal mind; and ng A . men 
all human affairs afe conducted. He doth Wer e 
to his will in the armies of heaven, and among 'th 


inhabitants of the earth.. If he will work, whio ſhall, 
let it: if he will mite, who ſhall hinder him. As he 
hath ſworn, ſo he wifl perform. None can deſtroy | _ 
thoſe. whom he preſerves ; none can retain in fafety 

What he hath determined to bverthrow. | Edoth is 


introduced by the prophet Malachi, ' 


declaration the Lord repli 
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* and in his youngeſt fon he ſhall ſet vp the gates 


$ 
1 1 
. 
#1 


1 
2 4 
- : * 
* 


1 
1 


— 


+ 


 Edoth's 
contemplated his ruinous condition, and the deſvia- 5 
tions which God had made in his land, forming this 
reſolution : * We Hill return, and build the deſolate | 
© places.” To this 
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. / LECTURES on THE. cui INF: | 
WEEN Ant five Hundred years after, one Hiel, the 


| Betheelite, attempted to rebuild the city, on Which 


God had pronounced this curſe: He laid the funda. 
00 thereof i in Abiram his firſt. born; and. ſtill Per: | 
fiſting in his wicked deſign, © he ſet up. the ga 
thereof in his youngeſt ſon Segub, 8 to my 
word of the Lord. which he ſpake by Tolima; the 
+ fon of Nun f. In like manner, the thought and 
_ of Jehovah, with reſpect to Fey jr wag | 
ly to be carried 1 into. Execution, as here c & 


1 s That I will break the Allyrian' is; my 
land, and upon my mountains tread him undet 
foot: then ſhall his yoke depart from off them, 
and his burden depart from off their oe 


The prophet now mentians the particular 
of Jehovah, the ſtability of which he had ſtr 5 


aſſerted in the foregoing verſe. 


ing is often uſed in a figurative ſenſe in ſcripture, & 


denote the deſtruction of that power of which 2 | 
- viduals, or nations, are. poſſeſſed, Through God 
| (faith the church) we ſhall do valiantly, for he it is 
that ſhall break or tread down our enemies. The. 
Aſſyrian, whom God declares he would break, com- 
prehended the ſtrength of that great empire, conſiſting 
of its very numerous and well-diſciplined troops. 
When a body or ſubſtance of any kind is broken, it 
is rendered weak, and uſeleſs for the purpoſes that it 
formerly ſerved. In alluſion to what happens on ſuch. 
occaſions, this prediction imports, that the ſtrength | 
of Aſſyria was to be greatly diminiſhed by ſome. ex- 
traordinary divine judgment, whereby that empire 
ſhould be greatly weakened, and diveſted of its for- 
mer power and grandeur. This terrible ſtroke, 
whereby the Aſſyrian was to be broken, is foretold to 
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calleth his land, and upon the mountains in that 
country, where his troops were to be trampled under 
foot. The words denote: the entire conqueſt of the _ 

Aſſyrian power, and the triumph of God's antient 
people over that formidable enemy. Aſter this 


Shall his yoke depart from off them, und his burden 
depart from off their ſhoulders. The yoke, to which 
the inhabitants of Judea were ſubjected, and the bur- 
den laid upon them by the Aſſyrians, was to be re- 
moved. Having ſpoken. of this yoke and burden, 
when treating chap. x. ver. 27. where the prophet 
ſeems to have had ane fv ſame . which 
he here ſpeaks, I hope it is unneceſſary to 2 0 
what was — ſaid. In few words, the people o Ju- o 
| dah were to be delivered from the yoke of ſervitude, 

and the burden of tribute which the king of Afﬀyria 
had exacted from them. This prediction was ful- 
filled by the wonderful flaughter made among the 
Aſſyrian army, which had marched againſt Jeruſalem, 
in conſequence of which the Jewiſh nation were re- 
ſcued from the oppreſſive yoke which they had ſuſ- 
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tained. 


26 This ic the purpoſe that it purpoſed upon 
the whole earth: and this ir the hand that it 
ſtretched out upon all the nations. 


To give ſtill more ſolemnity to this prophecy 1 
ſpecting Aſſyria, and to obtain the greateſt credit to 
what he had delivered, Iſaiah ſubjoins the feaſons en 
which faith might reſt, in the aſſured expectation ß 
the accompliſhment of theſe  prediQtions.——The' _ 
purpoſe which is; here intended, is the counſel or de- 
cree of Jehovah that extended to the whole-earthz- _ 
i. e. to the'whole Aſſyrian empire, which was then 
probably, as the Roman empire afterward was, 'rec-” 
koned to comprehend all the world: or the expreſe 
on may be deßigned to ſignify all the ſtates ana 
\ _ Youth: RY ee on 
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kin ER of the earth, which, like Achs; were to 


attack the people of God, and moleſt them in the en- 


joyment of their important privileges. d this is 


"the hand that is frretched out upon all nations. This 


almighty arm of the Lord is in continual readineſs to 


execute his determined purpoſe upon all the nations of 
the earth, who follow the example of Aſſyria in wicked - 
neſs, and particularly i in their perverſe oppoſition to the 
Intereſts of the church of God. The deſtruction of 
the Aſſyrian power, affords an inſtructive warning to 
the kingdoms of this world, of the danger to which 


they expoſe themſelves, by injuring thoſe whom God 


hath taken into his gracious protection. The ſame 
omnipotent arm, which broke in pieces the Aſſyrian, 
is ſtill ſtretched out, to puniſh all the nations who 


obſtinately perſiſt in e ws 3 1 1 


| CUR people of God. 


_— 


: 8 85 Is lifted up to inflict. N. 0 Gy power is 


27 For the Loy of hoſts Peake p 
and who ſhall difannul 7? and his band 227 
ſtretched out, and who ſhall turn: it back? 


As the purpoſe of God is irrevdcable, ſo his power 
is irreſiſtible. The purpoſe of the Lord of hoſts is 
not like the purpoſes of a man, that may lie, or the 
ſon of man, that may repent. It is not like the reſo- 


lutions formed in the cabinet of an earthly prince, 
which may be laid aſide for reaſons of ſtate; nor 


doth it reſemble the fluctuating determinations of the 


tribunes of the people, which may afterward be over- 
ruled. The purpoſe, of which our prophet ſpeaks, 


was unalterably ſettled in the court of heaven, and 


therefore cannot be fruſtrated. It is the counſel of 
him who is wiſe in heart, and mighty in ſtrength, 
who will * 28 all the promiſes and 


threatenings whi hath delivered by his ſer⸗ 


vants. His hand is ftretched out, and who Hall turn 


it back, and avert the ſtroke which the arm of Omni- 
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able to ward off the blow, or to prevent it from being 
given. The great Diſpoſer of all evenks clearly di. 
cerns all human connections, conſequences, and de: 
ſigns, ſo that his purpoſe cannot be defeated, nor his 5 
providence-counteratted, We have now finiſſed 
a curſory view of the awful threatenings denounced 
againſt Babylon, and conſidered the infallible cer. 

tainty of the predictions relating to that great city, 

the metropolis of. Aﬀyria, which are here ſolemniy 
confirmed. However improbable the foretold events 

might appear to many in the days of Iſaiah, time hath - _ 
fully verified the prophecy, | Having contemplated . : 
the total overthrow of the literal Babylon, which wass 
a figure of the deſtruction of myſtical Babylon, com- 
prehending the numerous ſociety of wicked and 
worldly men, who, under the prince of darkneſs; in- { 
dulge in all manner of tranſgreſſion, and act as the . 
avowed enemies of God's people; let us look for. 

ward, with faith'and hope, to the happy period; when _ 
it ſhall be proclaimed concerning this adverſe power, 1 
Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and ſhall 'no - a 
© mare fn rel 9 IRS 
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tertained an inveterate enmity, and with whom 
pere oſten at war. For a long period of time, many 


- providence, interpoſed, either to cha 
by their means, for their ſins, or, in righteouſneſs, to 
puniſh their enemies for their wickednels, | The Phi- 


II Sam. ir. 10. 


kn 155 
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5 PRELIMINARY dense, 7%. 
5 | ** E. are now a. at the ſecond 1 


diſcourſe, contained in the ſęcond part of 


1 theſe prophecies, which relates to the future fortuses 


of the Philiſtines, a people frequently. mentioned in 


| ſacred hiſtory: They were the poſterity of Ham, onẽ, 


- the ſons of Noah. The country which. they inha. 
ited was: called Philiſlia, or Paleſtina, and was fitua- 


ted to the weſtward, of Judea, toward the ſea... 
poſſeſſed five principal cities, whoſe names were Aſh; 


dod, Gaza, Aſkelon, Gath, and Ekron „ each of 
which was governed by a lord or prinee . Dagon 


was the chief idol whom they ſerved, and to others 
they profeſſed to do homage; they neither ackhow- 


leged, 'nof worſhipped the God of Iſrael. Being a 
martial people, they were perhaps the greateſt ene- 
mies of the poſterity of Jacob, againſt whom they & 


battles were fought between lfrael and the Philiſtines, 
which terminated with various fuccels 15 as God, in his 


en his people, | 


liſtines, on the one ſide, often vanquiſhed and dif- 


treſſed the Iſraelites. In the days of the Judges, when 


the children of Iſrael 'forſook the Lord, and ſerved . 
him not, the an anger of the Lord waxed hot a gain : 
them, and he ſold them into the hands. of the. blif-. 


| tines, who vexed and oppreſſed them eighteen. years f. 


Not long after, for the ſame reaſon, he delivered them 
int their hands for forty years. In the time of Sa- 


: muel the prophet, hey [mote the Iſraelites with 4 
very great ſlaughter; fo 
F thouſand men, and the ark of God was taken J. 


r there fell of Iſrael . 
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anoth battle, after Saul aſcended the throne of 
Iſrael ** ſlew that prince, with his three ſons; the 
Iſraelites fled,. and the Philiſtines came and dwelt in 
their eities“. The Iſraelites, on the other fide, fre- 
quently conquered and ſubdued the Philiſtines. . 
ſon diſtreſſed them greatly ; and, with his own; hand, 


flew prodigious numbers of thera +. While Samyel 
judged lirael, they ſuſtained ſome conſiderable: loſſes. 


They were, in a ſpecial manner, ſeverely hand! = 
David, the king * Ifrael, who, with his own 
flew their champion, and repeatedly obtained ſignal 


viddories over them f. Uzziah, long after, demoli 


the walls of their ſtrong cities, and built towns among 
the Philiſtines. Th e continual wars rankled the 
minds of both nations, and confirmed the implacable 
hatred which ſubſiſted between Iſrael and the 1 
ſtines from generation to generation. 

In the verſes now to be conſidered, our on in 


the name of God, denounces againſt the Philiſtines 
the diſtreſſin; calamities whereby they were afflicted, 


firſt by Hezekiah, and after ward by the king of Aſſy- 


ria. Having diſſuaded them from fooliſh; joy, and 
vain glory, which, in a ſhort time, was to be exchan- 
ged for ſorrow and lamentation, he aſſures the pious, - 


iſtreſſed Jews, that they ſhould enjoy tranquillity and. 
ſecurity, | der divine protection, in the midſt of the 


extreme danger to which they were to be expoſed. 


In this manner God was pleaſed, by a new argument, 
to confirm the faith of his people in his providential 
government, who diſpoſes of the fate of nations, a 
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the year that king Uzziah, the granaAtheriof* 


tranſgreſſions, brought many ovile 41 le Fe bimſel 48d 
w 


78 c Bi LECTURES: oN run | | Crab x0 
char. XIV. Vin. 260 e 


N the year 'that bing Ahaz del, vas t 


Theſe ond; bes us 0 4050 if £ this 3 i 


died, our prophet was favoured with the viſion which 
he deſcribes in chap. vi. And now, in the Your 
wherein Ahaz departed this life, he received 

God the prophecy recorded in the following verſes. 
The Holy Spirit often interpoſes, in exitieal, remark- 
able ſeaſans ta inſtru and comfort his ſervants un- 
der great changes in public affairs, whether for the 


better or the worſe, Ahaz was an unhappy, wicked 
prince, whoſe Tg had been unfriendly to as wor-' 


ſhip and ſervice of the true God, and who, b his 


his people. He died in the midſt of his days, 


he 8 only . Leber of age, leaving his throne 
and kingdom to his 5 ha, in ev re 8 all 
| ad bia abe. it : whe 1 * N $f ; 


29 J Rejoice not 1 * whole: Paci, bs 


8 the rod of him that ſmote thee is broken : 


for out of the ſerpent's root ſhall come forth a 
cockatrice, - and his Fruit et 4.5 a N 9 


ſerpent. 


The Philiſtines, to hs our . ireQs his 


: An are forbidden to trium =D on account of 


the proſperity which they had of late enjoyed, and 
the death of the king of fi Judah, and that for à moſt 


important reaſon. The Philiſtines inhabited the land 


of Paleſtina, which lay toward the Mediterranean ſea, 
to the weſt of Judea, between the wilderneſs on the 


b ſouth, and Tyre on the north. It was divided into 
certain Oy oyer 88 preſided the lords of the 
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ves. 29, PROPHECIES or ISAIAH. . . 79 
Philiſtines. The prophet addreſſes, not merely one 
diviſion of the country, but the whole inhabitants of 


the land, and calls upon them, not to . ae on this 
occaſion. They had probably been · greatly overjoyed. 


at the death of ſome of the former kings of Judah, 


with whom they had been at variance; and now that 
their affairs wore an agreeable aſpect, they were ready © 
to exult at the death of a hoſtile prince. This meſ- 
ſage was ſent to correct this levity and vanity, which, 


for reaſons that were both important and intereſting, 
appeared unjuſtifiable and unbecoming.——Becauſe 


the rod of him that ſmote thee is broken. Uzziah, king 


of Judah, ſeems to have been the perſon here intend- 
ed, who ſmote the Philiſtines, I already obſerved, 


that he deſtroyed ſome of their fortifications; and 


that he went ſo far, in conſequence of his having 


ſmitten them, as to build cities within their territories: - 


The Philiſtines muſt have been greatly reduced, and 
ſeverely ſmitten, before they fubmitted to theſe: en- 


croachments. If Uzziah, as ſeems probable, was the 
' perſon who ſmote the land of Paleſtina, Ahaz, his 


grandſon, who ſprung from his ſtem and root, muſt | 


have been the rod, which was now broken by death. 
The ſceptre of Judah, the rod of royal authority, 


thou haſt enjoyed for ſome time peace and ſecurity, 
whilſt Abner ſat upon the throne, be admoniſſied to 


be very temperate in your mirth, as your affairs will 


ſoon take a different, and a very unfavourable turn. 


which he had held for a conſiderable time, was the 
inſtrument whereby he had been enabled to beat the * 
| Philiſtines,——Repoice not thou whole Paleſtinn, as 

thou exultedſt and triumphedſt at the death of Uzziah, 
by whom thou walt greatly afflicted, as if thou badſt 
nothing to- fear from the kings of Judah. Though 


rr out of the ſerpent's root ball come forth\ d bot.. 
 trice, and his fruit ſhall be a fiery flying ſerpent, Theſe - 
words, which ſuggeſt the reaſon; upon which the 
oy oing advice is founded, mult be underſtood, not 


their 885 but in their 5 1 | 


*%. - 
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| By the ferpen's root may he, meant King g Uzziab; 

o was always inimical to the Philiſtines, hom 54, 
ſometimes greatly diſtreſſed. From this /root- aroſe. 
another prince, who was ſtill more ſeverely to afflic 
them; and, inflamed. with a ſtrong deſire of ven-“ 
geance, ſhould come upon the inhabitants of Paleſtina 
= with the utmoſt expedition, and, advanci toward 
= them with the moſt rapid motion, ſhould ſtri them. c 
with a mortal wound. | He is therefore — of as. 
= {| a cockatrice, and a fiery flying ſerpent. This deſcrip-. 
| tion does not relate to his temper and practice, Which | 

as mild and gentle, but to that irremediable deſtruc- 
= tion which he was to be the inſtrument of inflicting 
on the Philiſtines. This perſon can be no other than 
il _ Hezekiah, kink of Judah. Though, at firſt ſight, this | 
= interpretation may appear ſomewhat ſtrained and un- 
0 natural, I hope you wil be ſatisfied of its juſtneſs and 
| | propriety, by attending to the general import and 755 
ih ſign of the prophecy. In ſome prapheiic (pe 
= - we obſerve a ſtrict agreement and reſemblance del. 
=_ - twin the names and figurative deſcriptions, and. the. 
; perſons who are ſignified. by them; in others, thee: | 
| — and correſpondence is not ſo conſpicuous, as 
=_ in the inſtance before us. This circumſtance hows - 
| ever, in ſome meaſure, ariſes from our MISS Bi 7 
neſs with ancient manners and modes of expreſſion. - 
Among the Egyptians, ſerpents were conſidered as 
| ta emblematical of kings, who often dangerouſly wonnd.; 
l thoſe who provoke them, when they come 10 
- their reach. The patriarch Jacob uſes the fame, ems. 
= blem, when bleſſing his ſons, and pronouncing 4 
=_ future fortunes. * Dan (ſaid begs all be a ſerpent by. 
=_ the way, an adder" in the path; that biteth the | 
=_ © horſe-heels, ſo that his rider ſhall” fall backward . | 
_— In like manner, Iſaiah here ſpeaks. of the king. of. 
1 Judah, under a ſymbolic expreſſion, that be NU f 
in ſome meadute, conceal his. ding. ee 
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completion of the prophecy ſhould diſcover its i- 
port. Nor ought we to be ſurpriſed at this; te 
genius of the prophetic ſtyle being enigmatical, this 1 OY 
- I caſt is ſometimes purpoſely given to it, even when the 

expreſſion is moſt plain and dire.” 


+ WY ves. 30. PROPHECIES oy ISAIAH. at 


£ 


= 30 And the firſt- born of the poor ſhall fees. 

k and the needy ſhall lie down in ſafety: and 1 

N will kill thy root with famine, and he ſhall fla 

my remnant, PIE OL SAN BT 2 OO, 

& 1 The happy conſequences which were to ariſe in 

= Judah, from the flaughter to be made among the 

4 Philiſtines, are here repreſented, By the poor and 

i needy, ſeem to be meant the inhabitants of Judea, _ 

. who were reduced to low and ſtraĩtened circum- 

1 ſtances, by the encroachments of their enemies, unn 

s. der the reign of Ahaz. Whilſt that wicked prince 

+ fat upon the "throne, the Jewiſh people were much 
haraſſed by the incurſions of neighbouring nations, 
and expoſed to many hardſhips, as Hezekiah plainly 
intimates, in the proclamation which he fent . N 
out all Iſrael: Be not ye like your fathers, and like 
< your brethren, who treſpaſſed againſt the Lord God 
© of their fathers, who therefore gave them up to de- 
* ſolation, as ye ſee *.” By the firſt.· born of the poor, 
are meant, not the eldeſt ſons of the poor, ' who, in 
the language of Jacob, were their might, and the be- 
ginning of their ſtrength, but thoſe who were ex- 
trewely poor, who, inſtead of having a double por. 

þ- 4 tion of the good things of this world, had a double 

5 ſhare of poyerty, and were oppreſſed with penury and 

want. People of this deſcription, our prophet fofetels, | 

x ſhall lie N ety. God was about to dle vate 

Ty them, from that forlorn ſtate wherein many of he | 

f lower ranks had been expoſed to danger and Want. 
to a comfortable condition, in which they were td en- 
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8 LECTURES on Thy Cizap, XIV. 
5 ee and affluence. Even thoſe who had 


exceedingly poor, and greatly diſtreſſed, were 


to find agreeable relief, and deliverance from the evil 
and enemies by which they had been greatly afſlicted. 
And I will kill thy root with famine, and he.. ſhall 
Hay thy remnant. A root, properly ſpeaking, is the 
lower part of the tree, by which it is faſtened in the 
earth, by means of which it receives meien 
nouriſhment, and the tree itſelf is ſupported When 
uled in a figurative ſenſe, and applied, as in the words 
before us, to a nation, it may denote whatever con- 
ſtitutes its ſtrength and ſupport, and is the means of 
romoting its eſtabliſhment and increaſe, All things 
Lavida this tendency, God declares, by our prophet, 
that he would kill by famine, and ſo deprive, the Phi- 
liſtines of what was neceſſary to ſtrengthen and 
hold them as a people. Their root was to raſh, 
their ſtrength was quickly to decay, and they were to 
_. boſe their {tability. The neceſſary ſupports: of life b 
ing removed, they would loſe theif vigour and in- 
ence as a people, and fall from their former flouriſh- 
ing eſtate. And he ſhall flay thy remnant. The 
perſon of whom the prophet ſpeaks, who was to ſlay 
the remnant of the Philiſtines, which remained after 
the famine, ſeems to have been Hezekiah, king of 
Judah, who, in the preceding verſe, was ſpoken of 
under the emblem of a cockatrice. The root, or 
great bulk of the nation, having been deſtroyed, 
through want of the neceſſary means of ſubſiſtence, 
the Jewiſh prince. was to ſlay the reſidue; in conſe- 
quence of which all their power and glory ſhould be 
aboliſhed. The fulfilment. of this prediction is re. 
corded, 2 Kings zviii. 8. ; where we read, that He- 
s * ſmote the Philiſtines, even unto Gaza, and 
© the borders thereof, from the tower of the watch · 
men to the fenced city.“ This ſtaughter was pro- 
Baby made after ſome ſevere famine which they ſuf» - 
| fered, arifing from the ravages made upon their 
country by ſome of their enemies ——How variable 
93 7 | | e 
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is the condition of mankind, and how often is it re 
verſed in the courſe of divine providence! Thoſe who 
were oppreſſed with indigence, and expoſed to dan. 
ger, are frequently advanced to'enjoy abundance and 

ſafety, whilſt thoſe who were ready to exult and 
triumph in the ſuperior advantages of their ſtate, are 
reduced to a low and deplorable condition. Their 
power, riches, and honours, are blaſted at the root, 

and down they fall from their former eminence and 
grandeur. Day unto day makey report of ſuch revo- 
jutions, and night untq night ſheweth us this know- 

ledge. The prophecy which we have now been con- 
ſidering, preſents this truth to our view in a ve 
ſtriking light; and our own experience confirms tl . 
uncertainty and mutability of every worldly enjoy- 5 
ment. . | e Sl Sts} 


31 Howl, 0 gate; cry, 0 eity; thou whole 


Paleſtina ars diſſolved: for there ſhall come from 
the north a ſmoke, and none /ball be alone in 8 


appointed times. 


3 4 


Our prophet not only difſuaded the Philiſtines from 


rejoicing, but he called them to mourning and lamen- 

tation, on account of the approaching cala ities witk : 
which they were to be viſited, - He addreſſes the 3 , 
and the city. By the gate, may be meant more eſpe- 
cially the chief magiſtrates, the elders, and the judges _ 

of the people, who anciently fat in the gates of the  _ 
cities; and the ſaldiers, who were placedthere, 'as 


centinels for their defence, to repel the hoſtile attacks 
of their enemies. Theſe two clafſes of meu conſti. 


tuted, in great meaſure, the ſtrength of the city. * By 


the city, might be intended the inhabitants wha dwelt 


in it, ſubject to the magiſtrates, and defended by the A, 


military, The people reſiding in the five; print 


cities of the Philiſtines, already mentioned, were pri 3 5 


bably, in a particular manner, in Ifatah's view, 
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he invited them to howl and to cry, in the * 5 2 8 15 
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of the great; calamities which, ere long, were to ſeize | 
upon them. Th whole Palgſtina art difſalved, ' 
The expreſſion is metaphorical; and borrowed from 
ſolid bodies, which, when thrown into the fire, loſe 
their ſolidity, are melted, and become liquid. In 
like manner, the inhabitants of Philiſtia, being cal 
into the furnace of affliction, were to be diveſted of 
their former ſtrength and firmneſs of mind, which 
was to be exchanged for timidity and terror, joined 
wich melancholy deſpair. The condition of/the re- 
public in Paleſtina ſhould be reverſed: being depriv- 
ed of its former / conſiſtency and ſtability, it was to be 
reduced to a weak, fluQyating condition, unable any 
longer to reſiſt the aſſaults of its adverſaries. 
reaſon of this diſſolution is ſubjoined : 


5 k \ , 


For there ſhall come from the north a ſmoke, and none 
ſhall be alone in his appointed times. The ſmoke which 
ſhould come aut of the north, ſeems intended to 5 
nify the great Aſſyrian army, which was to maf 
into Paleſtine in deep columns, and, like ſmoke, to 
darken the air, by the duſt they would raiſe in their 
rapid movements, ſo that the ſigns of their approach 
were to be viſible at a great diſtance. None ſbal!l 
be alone in his appointed times; or, as the biſhop of 
London tranſlates the Hebrew words; “ There ſhall 
*© not be a ſtraggler among his levies. When the ap- 
pointed ſeaſon ſhould arrive, for collecting and matCthe' 
ing the powerful army, here ſpoken of, into Paleſtine, | 
the whole troops were voluntarily, and with alacrity, to 
engage in the ſervice. None thould ſtraggle from the 
main body; but all were to, march forward with unani- 
mity and courage, in the firm expeQation of ſucceſs 
and victory. You way ſee this prophecy. beautifully 
illuſtrated in the forty-ſeventh chapter of Jeremiah, 
where the ſame ſubject is treated. Thus have we 
. contemplated another inſtance of what we may have 
often obſerved, that the time wherein the enemies of 
God's people are moſt apt to rejoice and triumph, 
on account of flattering appearances in their favour, 
I : i ng es OF: nl 
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is the ſeaſon in which God is pleaſed to wrlte diſap - 4 
pointment on their hopes, and to ſend deſolation 
upon their land. This remarkable cireumſtante 


hope in his mercy, and to truſt in his providence. 
6 5 Pls l n ES ine MO * 712 


32 What ſhall one then anſwer the meſſen- | 
ger of the nation? That the Loxp hath founded © 
jon, and the poor of his. people ſhall truſt in . 


| The ſeryants of the Moſt High are here directed, 


what anſwer to give thoſe who might be ſent to in- 


quire into the cauſes which contributed to afford them 
ſafety, whilſt deſtruQion laid waſte the powerful king - 
doms of the earth. The prophet, having foretold 
the overthrow of the Aſſyrian empire, and the deſola - 


tion of the land of Paleſtine, naturally ſuppoſes, that 5 


meſſengers would be ſent from ſome of the ſurround. 
ing nations, either of Moab or Ammon, Egypt or 


Tyre, to learn, whence it came to paſs that Judah was 
Preſerved, even when neighbouring kingdoms con- 


ſpired their deſtruction? and why they, in their turn, 
were not alſo overthrown. The inquiry is both na- 
tural and curious, and deſerves a proper reply. In- 
form us, might they fay to the men of Judah, whence - 
it is, that you are ſafe and ſecure. at home, and re- 
nowned abroad, whilſt many powerful kingdoms are 
razed to their foundations? To inquiries of this fort 


| ſome might be inſtigated by envy, which is a turbu- 


lent, inquiſitive paſſion,” accompanied with anxiety - 


and jealouſy. This remark was exemplified in the 
tranſactions which paſſed between Sanballat the Ho- 


ronite, and Nehemiah the Tirſhatha . The inquiries 
which are made concerning the welfare of the thurch, 


7 


doth not always proceed from affection, and a tender 
ſolicitude for their proſperity. In ſome caſes; they 


1 - 


' ariſe from envy and vexation at the felicity and xal- 


% 
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tation of thoſe who are contemned and deſpiſed by WW 
the world around them, who wiſh nothing more than 
their ſubverſion and fuin.— Others might be 
prompted by timidity, Fear, which is ever ſolicitoug 
and inquiſitive, is always anxious to be acquainted 
with every circumſtance relative to its object: though _ 
It is often increaſed by the information it receives, it 
cannot refrain from diligent ſearch. Timorous dif. - 
poſitions generally incline them who act under their 
influence, minutely to inquire into the condition of 
thoſe of whom they are afraid. When God brought 
forth his people out of the land of bondage, that-he 
might ſettle them in a comfortable ſtate, the tents of 
Culſhan were in affliction ;. the curtains of the land of 
MMidian did tremble *®. When their mouth was filled 
with laughter, and their tongue with ſinging, then 
ſaid they among the Heathen, The Lord hath done 
great things for them: they ſaw them, ſo they mar. 
velled, they were troubled, they haſted away : feat 
took hold upon them there f. Thus envy and fear 
1 3 to ſearch into the condition of the church 
By God SZ OT NT OG mt Ae OR 
What ſhall one them anſwer the meſſengers ſent on 
this errand? What ought one to reply, in ſuch an 
emergency? The words ſtand in the form of an in- 
ä terrogation, which ſeems intended to give them pecu- 
8 lar force and energy; and to intimate, that a proper - * 
FN anſwer ought always to be in readineſs for thoſe who. 
/ _ aſk information on this ſubje&. Conſider what reply. 
/ ou ought to give to thoſe who may inquire concerns 
. ing the diſpenſations of divine proyidence and grace, 
in which you are deepl intereſted, Though to us, 
many of God's ways of righteouſneſs and merey are 
unſearchable, yet ignorance, inattention, and folly, 
are frequently the cauſes to which we may aſcribe th 
obſcurity of our apprehenſions concerning them: II. 
founded prejudices, and diſordered affections, unhap- 


„See Hab. ili, sees hal, NH: 


pity 
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ily perplex our minds; and often hinder us from 
E juſt ſentiments reſpecting divine diſpenſa- 
tions, and from giving proper anſwers to thoſe Who 

interrogate us on theſe ſubjects. Happy had it heen 

for king Hezekiah, and his:poſterity, had that prince 
given the meſſengers, ſent to rn be Babylon, to 
congratulate him on his recovery, a ſuitable reply, 
and then diſmiſſed them. The following words 
ſuggeſt a proper anſwer to this inqui77?7?7?7: 
| he Lord hath founded Zion, &c. He eſtabliſhed - 
upon its baſis the literal mount Zion, wherein the ſo. 
lemn exerciſes of his worſhip were anciently perform- 
| ed, ſo that it can never be removed. He hath alfo _ 
founded the ſpiritual. Zion of his church, compre. 
hending the holy nation, the. peculiar people, the - 

royal prieſthood, . the choſen generation, whom he 
hath ſet apart for himſelf. The church is as | 
founded upon Jeſus Chriſt, the Rock of ages, as Zion 

e 


@ 7 'I 
—_— 


is eſtabliſhed upon the, broad baſis on which it ſtands.” 

The gates of hell, the adverſe powers of this earth, 
-ſhall never prevail againſt it: the raging of the Hea- 
then, and the moving of. the kingdoms, ſhall not be 
able to overthrow it. The Lord, who is wonderful 


| in counſel, mighty in ſtrength, and excellent in work. 
| ing, hath laid the foundations thereof; the Highelt 
$ hath himſelf eſtabliſhed them. God is in the midſt 
4 of this great, ſpiritual building ; he is the refuge and 
ſtrength thereof: Jeſus Chriſt is the ſure foundation | 


2 


which God hath laid, whereupon it is ſupported, and 
therefore it ſhall never be moved. It derives ſtability 
from the promiſes of him who is faithful and true; 
and the arm of Omnipotence hath formed around „ 
an impregnable defence. This is the proper anſwer | | 
to give to the meſſengers who inquire into the cauſes 
of the abr eee ſecurity, and perpetuity of the 
church of God. No mention is made of human 
power and prudence: nothing is aſcribed. to the wiſ- 
dom and ſtrength of man, to riches, armies, local 
ſituation, or any ſuch circumſtances. All their ſafety 
| 44 | RES 1s 
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is 8 to Jehovah, whoſe diſpenſations of 


vidence are all deſigned to Zee the eſtabliſhnſent ; 


of his church. Doth a wicked nation proſper? their 
proſperity fits them for being a rod, to chaſten his 
people for their ſins, or for affording them ſhelter 


from their enemies. Is a nation weakened or de. 
ſtroyed? by this judgment, they may be recompenſed | 


for the controverſy which they bad with Zion, Ins 
deed the preſervation. of the people of God, that they 


may ſerve and glorify him in the world, is the ge | 


aim of providential diſpenſations. 
And the poor of his people ſhall truſt in 10. The 


perſons ſpoken of, are deſcribed as poor, on account 


of their mean external condition in the world, their 
internal poverty of ſpirit, and lowlineſs of mind. 
For theſe reaſons, this character is often given them 

in ſcripture: thus faith the Lord, by the prophet Ze- 
1 phaniah, « I will leave in the midſt of thee an afflicted 
and poor people, and they ſhall truſt in the name 

© of hed Lord *. 
ſcription, it is. foretold, they ſhal 
the Hebrew word ſigniſies, and 4 is tranſlated in the 
margin of ſome Bibles, they ſhall reſort or retreat, 


Concerning ere. of this de- 


they ſhall betake themſelves to it. This is the 
obvious meaning of the word, in Pſal. xxxvi. 7. 


- where the inſpired writer affirms, that, on account of 


FP 


the excellency of God's loving kindneſs, therefore 


the children of men put their truſt under the ſha· 


dow of thy wings;' thither they reſort for protec- 
tion and comfort. From theſe remarks, we may learn 
the import of the expreſſion before us. Since the 
Lord hath founded Zion, and always continues to ſup- 

port and maintain the intereſts of his church, the 


poor and. needy, among his people, ought for ever to 
confide in his power and faithfulneſs, who hath done 


this great work, to acquieſce in all his diſpenſations, 
and to build their Fairhs, -Kops, and Joys" on Sees | 
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ſoundation which is laid by the Lord God: .Omnips- + 


tent . Since then Jehovah hath thus founded Zion, 1 1 


and taketh care of the indigent among his people, | 
us truſt in him for direction and protection, for li 


ty and peace; with every needfut bleſſing. Ami mit ; 5 


all the changes and revolutions which bury in ruins 


nations and empires, the church of God ſhall endure 


throughout al ages. No weapon that is 8 
bee it ſhall ever proſper. It is a city, founded: 
proteied, not by human, but by divine power an 
providence: its builder and maker is God. It is pre- 
pared, by infinite wiſdom and love, for the reception 


of all who love God's falyation, who-are poor in ſpi- 


rit, and flee thither for protection from impending , . 


calamities, that they may enjoy deſirable tranquillity, . 


lacred liberty, and permanent felicty. © Open to me 


* the gates of e Lad 1 7 80 into . | 


* and I wy praiſe the Lord*. py 
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© PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. -,. _ ' 


: W E have now before us, in this and the follow. | 
ing chapter, the third diſcourſe contained in 
the ſecond part of theſe prophecies, which relates to 

the future fortunes of the Moabites. It conſiſts of 

two parts; the firſt of which is comprehended in this 
chapter, and the other in the next, the ſixteenth 
chapter. It bears the title, or inſcription, ,of * The 

burden of Moab.” The prophet begins by repre. 
ſenting the direful, impending calamities that were 
eeuvery. where to diſtreſs the Moabites, the cauſes from 
| - whence they originated, and the mournful 7 9 1 ag 

- , ces with which they ſhould be attended. Theſe fruit. 

1 ful topics he diſcuſſes with brevity : and treats them 

in ſuch a manner as to. preſent to the view of God's 

people, the righteous vengeance which the Almighty 

was to execute upon their proud and itifolent ene- 

mies, who, in the ſeaſon of public "calamity, had 

treated them with rigour and harſhneſs; and who, in 

| contempt of the God of Iſrael, attributed their pro- 
ſperity to an idol. He endeavours, through the whole 

_ prophecy,” to confirm the faith and hope of the righ- 

teous in the ſtability of the kingdom of the houſe of 
5 David; and teaches them, that the God whom they 
ſerved, would not ſuffer the injuries which they ſul- 

| - tained to paſs unpuniſhed. He alſo aims to convince -/ 
the Moabites, who were acquainted with theſe predic- 
tions, of their bad treatment of the men of Judah; 

and to call them to repentance, by the ſalutary ad- 
Voices which are ſubjoined in the following chapter. 
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ES HE burden of Moab. Becauſe in the night 
© Ar of Moab is laid waſte, and brought to g 
ſiſilence; becauſe in the night Kir of Moab is laid 
* waſte, and brought to ſilence. ES TN ay 
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| Moab was the name given by Lots eldeſt daughter 


to the ſon ſhe had to her father. His poſterity were 
called by his name in ſucceeding, generations, after 


they had multiplied, and become a. powerful vation. 
They ſoon roſe to conſiderable rank and importance 


among the neighbouring kingdoms, who proved the £2 


inveterate enemies of Iſrael. The wars in which the 
Iſraelites were frequently embroiled with the Moabites, 
terminated with various ſuccels, in ſubſerviency to the 
purpoſes: of divine providence. After the death of 
Othniel, the ſon of Kenaz, the children of lirael 
ſerved the king of Moab eighteen years; and then 


Moab was ſubdued, under the hand of Iſrael, and the 


land had reſt fourſcore years“. When Saul, the ſon . 


of Kiſh, had aſcended the throne of Iſrael, he fought - 


againſt all his enemies on every ſide, among whom 


were the Moabites f. Under the reign of David, the 


ſon of Jeſſe, that renowned prince ſmote the Moabites, 
who became his ſervants, and brought him gifts f. In 
the days of Jehoſhaphat, king of Judah, the king of 
Moab rebelled againſt the king of Iſrael, who, c ling | 


| Jehoſhaphat to his aſſiſtance, fought againſt - the 


Moabites, and ſmote them even in their own country. 
They beat down their cities ; they marred the land 


with ſtones; they ſtopped the wells of water, ant ' 
| felled the good trees. From that period, nothin | 


re- 
markable is related concerning them that I l | 
until the time in which this prophecy was delivered. 


The predictions of which it is compoſed, leave no 
room to doubt, that the Moabites had treated with g 


great inhumanity and cruelty the Jews and Epb- 
raimites, who, in time of national danger and diſtreſs, 


had fled to their pace ſtrength for ſafety. Relin- 


quiſhing the worſhip of the true God, they earl fe 2 : 


into idolatry, and ſerved Chemoth, their ahomina 


The country poſſeſſed by the Moabites was bound- 


ed by Arabia on the eaſt, by Jordan and the Dead — 


+ 4 F 
» 4 


Judges ili. 14.— 30. f 1 Sam. xiv. 47, f 2 Sam. viii. 2. 
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Sea on tlie weſt, by the brock Zered on the ſouth, | 
and by the river Jabbok on the north. In procek 
of time, their territories became more limited. The 
Amorites, coming down from the hill-country: which 


they inhabited, expelled them from their poſſeſſions, 
which were ſituated between Jordan and Jabbok. 


I The children of Iſrael, in their journeys toward the 


land of Canaan, paſſed through the coaſt of Moab, 
having received this expreſs command from God, 
*' Diſtreſs not the Moabites, neither contend; with 
© them in battle . In this country, Moſes, the ce. 
lebrated legiſlator « of Ifrael, departed this life; 38 it is 
written, Deut. xxxiv. 5. © So Moſes, the ſervant of 
9 the Lord, died there in the land of Moab, accord. 
ing to the word of the Lord. This prophecy is 
inſcribed, The burden of Moab, becauſe it contains 


heavy tidings, which. were no doubt afflicting to our 


prophet to deliver, diſtreſſing to thoſe who heard 
them, and eſpecially grievous to them who we fk 
> the cruſhing weight” of the calamities here f 
told. 
Beeauſa i in the night he of Moab is laid ate” and 

| brought to ſilence. The Hebrew word rendered be- 
cauſe, ſeerns_to intimate, that the deſolation of the 
chief cities of Moab' was to be the reaſon of the la- 
mentation and weeping deſcribed in the next verſes; 


or if tranſlated, as it might be, indeed, or truly, it de- 


notes the certainty of the predicted event ——Ar i is 
the firſt mentioned city of Moab. It was probably a 
very ancient, large, well-fortified, and . e city, 
the metropolis of the kingdom, and the feat of govern- 
ment. In the night; time, when its inhabitants were 


ſecure and afleep, having got no intimation of ap» 


proaching danger, this flouriſhing city was to be ſud- 
denly and unexpectedly laid waſte. It was to be 
taken, plundered of its riches, .and diveſted, in the 


W rerwol of 1 its inhabitants, who were either to be 


13 0 Deut. ii. 9: | 
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put to the ſword, or taken priſoners. Thus it ſhould. 


be reduced to filence! and cut off, expreſſions which \ 


intimate its utter deſtruQtion——Kir was another 


conſiderable. city of Moab: it was N my Y 
et An in 3 


which is called, chap. xvi. 18 Kir- 
ver. 11. of that chapter 


Media, ſpoken of, chap. xxii. 6. of this prophecy. 


This city of the Moabites was to ſhare the ſame fate 
with Ar, and ſhould likewiſe be laid waſte, and - - 


brought to ſilence, in the night-time. This mourn» 


{ul event would greatly increaſe the ſorrow and lar | 


mentation of che peop of Moab, 


/ 


2 Ile is gone up to Bajith, and to Dibon, u the 


high places, to weep : Moab ſhall howl' over. 5 
Nebo, and over Medeba: on all their head my IK, 


be baldneſs, and every beard cut off. 
The affecting conſequences of the vrefiiied de- 


ſtruction of the cities above mentioned, are here re- 


preſented in a very moving manner. The perſon 


ſpoken of, ſeems to have been the king of Moab, at- 


tended with the inhabitants of Ar and Kir, who had 


eſcaped the general devaſtation. He and they went 


up to Bajith and Dibon, where there were probably 


temples; or altars, erected to the god Chemoſh, in 
which idolatrous worſhip was performed to that idol. | 
There they would bemoan their deplorable condition, 
and the heavy loſſes which they had ſuſtained} by the 
ſudden deſolation of their chief cities: they would. 
aſk advice and aſſiſtance from their god, and offer ſa- 
crifices unto him. Moab ſhall how! over Nebo, and | 
oder Medeba, other two cities in the land, which ware 
taken, plundered, and deſolated: The former mi 
derive 1 its name from a Hebrew word, wen fi Ig! * 


* Amoti 5. 
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ir-hareſh.” It is called 1 755 
Kir of Moab, to diſtinguiſh it from Kir of Aſfyria, 
mentioned by the prophet Amos “, and from Kir in 


== 


94 " LECTURES: on uE © Cray, * 


10 27e ; or from au Arabic word, that denotes emi. | 


If this conjecture be juſt, Nebs imported the 
1 ſituation of the place; or that there the 
tended oracles were delivered; by the prieſts of the | 


_ deities whom they ſerved. Not far from this city 


ſtood a mountain of the ſame name, from whence 


Moſes, the ſervant of the Lord, was favoured with a 


view of the land of Canaan before he died. The 
latter city, Medeba, was ſituated by a large plain of 
the ſame name, mentioned Joſhua xiu. 16. Joſephus 
ſ peaks of it as a city of Moab, in the time of Ale 

fot +. Though deſtroyed at the period to which in 


prophecy. looked forward, it might afterward have 


been rebuilt ——Oz all their heads ſhall be baldneſs, 
and every beard cut . The Moabites who furvived 
the deſtruction of their cities, to teſtify the greatneſs 
ol their diſtreſs and ſorrow, according to the cuſtom 
of the times, were to tear off the hair from their 
heads; ſo as to make themſelves bald, and to cut off, 
or ſhave their beards. Hair was anciently eſteemed 


an ornament; and therefore when perſons. bewailed | 


the loſs of friends, or other calamities with which 
they were viſited, they cut it off, as a token of ſorrow 
and affliction. In reference to this practice, our pro- 
N phet foretels, that, in the ſignificant manner here de- 


ſcribed, the diſtreſſed N were to ee 1 


grief and anguiſn. 230 
3 In their ſtreets they mall | ind eme 


with ſackcloth ; on the tops of their houſes, and 


1n their * every one ſhall Howl, "weopang 
| be roman at ay 1 


How pungent muſt have been the grief of he 
Moabites in the day of their calamity how affecting 


the demonſtrations of their ſorrow, which are here 
| ſpecified ! Moab was a youu: and haughty poopie: ; 


Deut. xxxſi. 49, 50. + Ani. . xüi. aha 1 ON 
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and chereforenieſbppode. that their dreſs chere nded . 
with their temper and character, and, by its fineneſs | _ 
and elegance, would ſhew their pride and vanity. . 


— 


Their proſperous condition being reverſed, and ex. 


changed for a calamitous ſtate, they were not, as for- 


y attire ; but, in the open ſtreets, and on the tops 


* flat-roofed houſes, they ſhould gird themſelves with : 


ſackcloth, made of the coarſeſt materials. The prac- 
tice of wearing ſackcloth was anciently uſed as a ſym- 


bol of ſorrow and diſtreſs.” The patriarch Jacob put 


it on, when he ſuppoſed that his beloved fon is 
was dead. When famine prevailed in Samaria, t 


king of Iſrael put ſackcloth on his ſkin, below his royal 
robes ; and when the people of Nineveh proclaimeda 


faſt, they Fon on ſackcloth, from the greateſt even to 
the leaſt of.them. In like manner alſo did the Moabites 


clothe themſelves with this rough, coarſe ſort of ſtuff, 
at the time in which this prediction received its ac- 


compliſhment. In this habit, they howled and wept 


abundantly, loudly bemoaning their miſery, and de- 
ploring, with tears in great plenty, the afflictive cir. 


cunitances to which pe were reduced. 


4 And Heſhbon ſhalt cry, wi Elealeh: 1 5 


voice ſhall be heard even unto Jahaz: therefore 


the armed ſoldiers of Moab ſhall cry QUE: Rage! | 


life ſhall be gricyous. unto him. 


# 7 
1 +, T4 
We | 


The prophet oceeds farther to exhibit the mov.” = 
ing ſcenes of diſtreſs which he had ver 'affeQingly 5 
repreſented in the foregoing verſes. Heſhbon was 4 
famous city, that ſtood over againſt Jericho, about 5 
twenty miles diſtant from Jordans Sihon, king of 
the Amorites, took it from the Moabites; ; who aſter- 
ward re. united it to their poſſeſſions *, © Elealeh Vas 
another city of mn ſituated not far from e 7 


2 ger Jer. xlviii. 34 45: „ 
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merly, to retire into their chambers to put on their 


F a 
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is faid to have been built with it, ** the children 
of euben . The inhabitants of theſe cities were to 


ery and lament over the deſolation of their country 
With a very bitter and loud lamentation.———Feir 
voice ſhall be heard even unto Jabax; a frontier- town 


in the border of their land. This circumſtance-ſhews 
the great extent of the calamities which the Moabites | 


were to ſuffer at this period, and the grievous \moburhs. 
ing which was to be made on account of thei 2 com- 
plicated diſtreſſes, ——T herefore the armed ſoldiarsef 
Moab: ſhall cry, out, not with. ſhouts of triumph and 
joy, but with riekings ariſing from anguiſh and con- 
ſternation, from fear and terror. Not only were the 
weak, unarmed inhabitants of Moab to be diſtreſſed 
with timidit and vexation, but even the ſtrong, the 
| e dende, and thoſe pr ee for v were to 
be greatly, afflicted and dejected e ſhall: be 
grievous unto him. This was to e. t a mentable: 


condition of almoſt every one of the Mpabites, who | 


of would: therefore be my to proves death to life itſelf. 0 


5 My heart ſhall cry out for Moab, his bug. 


tives hall flee unto Zoar, an heifer of three years 
old: for by the mounting up of Luhith witn 
weeping ſhall they go it up: for in the way of 


Horonaim, g's ſhall raiſe yy a 1465 of deſtrue- 


tion. 


| 
| Deeply affected we view of the teal mi- 
ſeries which were to befal the Moabites, Iſaiah here 
_ Expreſſes the tender compaſſion which he felt for 
them.—— My heart ſhall cry out for Moab, in ſorrowful 
ſtrains, on account of the complicated calamities which, 
ere long, ſhall ſeize upon them. The words plainly _ | 
intimate, the reality and intenſeneſs of the grief and 
. affliction which his generous heart felt, on contem- 
| plating, by the ww. of prophecy, the awful 0 i 
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with which the avowed enemies of his country were 
to be viſited. - In this proſpe&, he was inwardly and 


1 . 74 - 


* 


greatly afflicted. His Fugitive: ſhall. flee to Zoar ; 
the name of the city to which Lot, " 4h 
| progenitor of this people, fled, when he ape for 


ich Lot, the renowned 


his life out of Sodom'* : and, in the ſeaſon of public _ 


danger to his poſterity, ring or one of the ſame 
name, was to become a place of reſort, for ſafety, to 
the fugitives of Moab An heifer of three years tt 


has, at firſt ſight,” a ſtrange appearance in this place. 


The words may be intended .t6- expreſs. the ſtrength e 


and vehemence with which the Moabites would howl 


aud ery, ind their Highit, when they wal 2p make &. 
loud, doleful noiſe, like the lowing of a heifer. I ra- 


ther ſuppoſe; with ſome learned men, that the words, 
thus tranſlated, may ſignify the name of another place 


beſide Zoar, to which the fugitives ran for ſhelter. — GT 
For by the mounting up of  Luhith with weeping ſhall © 
they go it ups Whether Luhith was a rock, a city; or 

fortreſs, it ſeems to have been ſituated on à conſiders - | 
able eminence, and the aſcent to it was probably very _ "os 
ſteep. In climbing their way up, for ſafety, the - 
Moabites were to weep, and bewail the loſſes wick 

they had ſuſtained, the riches they had left behind 

them, the friends of which they had been bereaved, | 
and the great dangers to which they were. ſtill ex- _ N 
poſed. Racing their happineſs in the poſſelion of _ 
worldly good things, having nothing deſirable to ex- 

pect beyond this preſent life to ſupport. their minds, 

and unable to govern their paſhons, they gave way to 
immoderatè grief; they were diſſolved in es hey - 
wept, they cried, they howled. For in the way of 
Horonaim, they ſhall raiſe up a cry of dęſtruction. There 

were probably two Horons 45 dne of which wass 
called the Upper, and the other the Lower, for he 
ſake of diſtinction. The name ſignifies caverns ; and 
was given to the place becauſe it abounded with caves 
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and dens, wherein people might at) hide = 

_ themſelves in times of danger. In the way leading to 

Horonaim, the cry of deſtruction was raiſed.  'The Wl 

. - mournful' tidings of devaſtation made by an enemy, 

were loudly publiſhed on this road; and the news of 
the diſtreſs, which was thereby excited, were ſpread 

far and near. Theſe cries were, no doubt, accompa | 

nied with earneſt entreaties for aſſiſtance, poured. forth | 

to thoſe from whom any relief might be expected. 


EN th. 


6 For the waters of Nimrim mall be %% 
late: for the hay is withered away, the ook 


faileth, there is no green ins, 
Theſe words ſuggeſt ſome more foot fol! ng 
weeping and crying, mentioned in the preceding 
verſe. Nimrim was either a town ſituated ' near to 

- Jome fine ſprings of water, which were ſeldom or 
never known to fail, or the valley in which theſe wa- 

| ters took their riſe. To increaſe the calamities of | 
Moab, the waters, which were known by this name, 
were to become. deſolate; the fountains being either 
ſtopt or marred by the enemy, in their progreſs 
through the country, or dried up by a great drought, 
which, at the time referred to, was to come'upon the 

7 land.—.—The low grounds about Nimrim, that were 
commonly covered with graſs, which was made into 
hay, were to aſſume a very diſmal appearance; the 
graſs, and the herbage, with every green thing, wete 
= to wither, inſomuch that proviſion for cattle was to 
| deal. e e and ey —_— to be 6 


* 


/ no Therefore the PEO AI they h hive LENS : 
E- and that which they have laid up, ſhall they 
' carry away to the 4 of the willows. fi 


Another ground of lamentation to the Moabites is 
deſcribed in theſe Oo which admit of two inter-. 


a. anlSD a oa ia. Oo 
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pretations that are ſomewhat different. Firſt, They 
may ſignify, that the abundance which that people had 
acquired, and the treaſures which they had amaſſed, in' . 
the time of their proſperity, were to be carried away, 
and ſecretly depoſited by them 'near a river, whoſe 
banks were covered with willows, in order to preſerve 

them from being ſeized by their enemies. In this 
view, the words ſuggeſt what would doubtleſs be one 

- cauſe of ſorrow and vexation. Secondly, They may 

denote, that their enemies, when ravaging the coun- 

try, would ſeize upon their riches and treaſures, and 

| convey them away to the water known at-thar time 

by the name of the Brook of the willows, which ran 

between Moab and Babylon, that they might after- 

ward, when they ſhould have more leiſure and conve- 

nience, carry them to that great city, which was ſitu - 

ated on the river Euphrates, where willows grew in 

vaſt numbers. The Moabites being thus deprived of 

their beſt effects by the Aſſyrians, would prove to 
them another ſource of grief and lamentation. 
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8 For the ery is gone round about the bor- 
ders of Moab :: the howling thereof unto Eglaim, + 
and the howling thereof unto Beer-elm. | ' 


Our prophet, kwvhig contemplated the ſeveral 
movements of the Moabites, when ſeized with con- 
ſternation, and overwhelmed with forrow, en e 
Py any defect with which his repreſentation. might 
e attended, by pointing out the univerſality of that 
ſorrow and lamentation which he had in his view. 

The cry of deſtruction, and the howling, on account! - 

jy of defolation, ſhould not only be heard in the interior 

1 parts of the country of Moab, but was to extend 

through all their borders, even to thoſe places which 
vere ſituated in the moſt remote corners of the land. 

. ſuch ag Eglaim and Beer: elim. 
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9 For the waters of Dimon ſhall be full: of 
blood: for I will bring more upon Dimon, lions WW 
upon him that oy nth Moab, and A 01 the = 


1 
C 1 


boch hrs JF 
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Another reaſon i is here fubjoined, of 955 mol 
and crying which were delineated in the precyit | 
verſes, in very ſtrong colours. Dimon ſeems to hate 
been the name of a river in the land of Moab, whoſe 
waters being mingled with the blood of the ſlain in- 
| habitants of that country, their taſte and colour ſhould ; 
reſemble blood. For 1 will bring more ſaughter . 
and devaſtation upon that part of the country: and 
that all might know what thoſe additional Ee 
were which God was to infli& upon that 
hood, it is added, Lions upon him that . of 
Moab, &c. Thoſe who were not flain by the ſword | 
of the enemy, were to be deſtroyed by lions, or-othbr 
beaſts of prey, who would fall upon the remnant who 
remained in the land of Moab. 'Sotne commentators 
have ſuppoſed, that Nebuchadnezzar, kin of Baby- 
| lon, with his army, who is ſpoken of as a lion by the 
prophet Jeremiah *, was intended by this figurative 
. deſcription. He indeed juſtly deſerved this character, 
on account of his pride, ferocity, and cruelty : and if 
he, and his troops, were here meant, the predicti 
Intimates, that the Moabites, whom Sennacherid, 
king of Aſſyria, left behind him, ſhould be geen 
by Nebuchadnezzar. The foretold calamity would 
in 1 fect be much the fame, whether the Hons yes 
Tapacious animals, 'or lavage men, 
Ius have I conſidered, in a curſory manner, the 
firſt part of the prophecy concerning Moab, recorded 


in this chapter. Jeremiah hath introduced into his. 


0 e by the attentive peruſal of which, 5 


larger prophecy againſt the ſame ople, contained in 
the forty-eight chapter of his bo ly everal of Iſaiah's 
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may be aſſiſted in underſtanding the burden of Moab | 
To that prophecy I refer you for the illuſtratien f 
this ſubject, which ſuggeſts many inſtructive leſlons, 


that I thall not ſtay to point out. Permit me to / | 


mention one, by which I hope you will profit, I mean 


the great danger that ariſes from reproaching and in- 


juring the people of God. This ſeems-to. have been 
one of the ſins of Moab, which expoſed them to the 


awful judgments above written; * Ras ſaid, The 
* houſe of Judah is like unto all the Heathen “. B 


ſuch opprobrious language, they blaſphemed God, 
and calumniated his people; and * therefore, ſaith the 


* Lord of hoſts, the God of Iſrael, I have heard the 


* reproach of Moab—eSurely Moab ſhall be as Sodom, 


+ even the breeding of nettles, and falt-pits, and a 


| + perpetual deſolation .“ This was to be the juſt re- 
tribution of their pride, and contempt of the inheri- 
tance of the Lord. They were mighty men, they had 
| ſtrong cities and fortifications ; yet could they not 
Pon the judgments of the Almighty, which they _ 


ad incurred, from deſolating their land. ' They were 
trodden down as ſtraw is trodden dawn for the dung- 
hil, which makes no reſiſtance to the foot that treads 


it. Let us remember, that the people of God are 
recious in his light that they are the jewels of the | 
is dear children, and the friends of 


Lord of hoſts, 
his beloved Son, Such is his tender regard for them, 


that he hath declared, He that toucheth them, touch- 
eth the apple of his eye: he ſuffers no man to paſs' 
unpuniſhed who doth them wrong; yea, he hath re- 
proved kings for their ſakes. Would you then avoid 
thoſe terrible calamities which befel the Moabites? _ 
beware of thoſe ſins which brought down upon them 
ſuch awful diſplays of the divine diſpleaſure. Take 
heed that you do no harm to any one, particularly to 


the ſervants of the Moſt High. Honour them that-' 2 


fear the Lord, and eſteem them as the excellent ones 


. Ezek. 1508 — I + Zeph. 1.8.9. 
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of the earth, Do not even unneceſſarily repeat thei 
faults; do not voluntarily expoſe their weakneſſes; 


and learn to profit by the inſtances of their miſcon- 
duct which you may obſerve, This you will find to 


be a much better and ſafer way, than following thoſe 


malignant, injurious practices, whereby many have 


brought upon themlelves certain deſtruttion, 
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. | 


T HIS chapter contains the ſecond part of the pro 
phecy reſpecting Moab, wherein the 
ives them good and prudent counſel. He points na 
No cauſes of the jud hg which. . had foretold, 
and direQs them to the proper means, by attention to 
which they might be greatly alleviated or averted, 
On the ſuppoſition of their proud contempt of the 
ſalutary advices which are given them, he denounces 
certain ruin as the inevitable conſequence, He 
begins with admoniſhing them to o perform the duty 
which they owed to the king and people of Judah, 
that, through the clemency ſhewn them, the had for 
ſome time ſhatnefully omitted, ver. 1 o excite, 
them to compliance with his advice, he ſuggeſts a very 
werful motive in ver. 5. He then ſhews, that the con- 
tempt which they would diſcover of theſe good coun- 
ſels, originated in their pride and haughtineſs, one 
principal cauſe of thoſe dreadful calamities that threa- SS: 
tened their deſtruction, ver. 6, 7, 8. After this, he 
pathetically deſcribes the mourning and lamencation 
to which t abs ſhould give riſe, ver. 9, 10, 11. The 
| chapter udes with the aſſurance of the certain 
| te end of Moab vis: 4 limited ume, 17 12. to oP 
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| ques ye oo lab. ta the Tuler of the lhnd: 
from Sela to the ma ego, unto the un . 
of the daughte of Zion. . 


In this verſe, the Moabites are —— to 4 TY Y 
ledge the king of Judah as their ſuperior, by paying 


him ris. 1 the renowned NY of " hain 1 
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having conquered the Moabites, they became his 


ſervants; and brought him gifts, as wer read, 95 | ra | 


viii. 2a. Meſha, king of Moab, paid unto the 


Eise an hundred thoufatd Bae, and nf 


thouſand rams, with the wool. . After the death of 


Our prophet therefore, addreſſing that people, adyiles 


them to ſend the tribute that had been ſtipulated, and 


which was due to Hezekiah, the ruler of che land, 
who was the heir and fucceſſor of David in his throne 


f and kingdom. The words may be rendered, Send 


ye the lamb of the ruler of the land j 4. e. Ye people 


of Moab, ſend the tribute which your ruler oweth'to 

the king of Judah.——From- Sela, which ſignifies 3 
rock, and ſeems to have been the name of a chief 
city in the land of Moab—to the wilderneſs of Judea, 
which was ſituated in the way leading from. Sela to. | 


Jeruſalem, the metropolis of Judea, which was built 


upon mount Zion, and inhabited by her children. | | 
1, my brethren; | 
the memorable words of Jeſus Chriſt, Rendet untd 


This admonition may ſuggeſt to 


© Cefar the things that are Ceſar's, and: unfo God the 


© things that are God's.” Give cuſtom to whom cuſs 
tom is due; and. faithfully pay to God, the Ruler dE 
the land, the Governor of the world, that _ ; 


homage which he juſtly demands from you. Negle 
not to preſent before him thoſe humble acknowle 


ments, thoſe acceptable ſervices, that profound 1 . 
tion, and unlimited ſubjection, which you have often 
promiſed, and he expects to receive. * In this way, 


you may hope to eſcape threatened AN, mens. 
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Ahab, the king of Moab rebelled againſt the og ok A 

Ilrael *. The tevolt was ſoon followed with. great 
75 indignation, and a great flaughter of the Moabites, 
who, from that period, probably withdrew the ſubſidy; 
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2 For it ſhall be bat as a wandering " caſt 
out of the neſt: Jo. the N 1 Moa Mall y 
be at the fords of A „ 
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Theſe words e late FR gait the wha. 
the preceding advice was founded; "viz. the calami- 
tous, deſtitute condition to which the Moabites were 
fuddenly to be reduced. If they ſhould: prove ſo . 
fooliſh and ſtubborn as to refuſe to comply With our 
prophet's admonition, ſuch was to be thelr Heplorable 3 
and helpleſs condition, that it would reſemble that df 
a bird when deprived of its neſt, which, being greatly 
affrighted, flies. about, not knowing where to 1 
ſhelter. In like manner, the feeble among the Moab- 
tes, after their habitations were deſtroyed by the 
enemy, uncertain where to flee for Nifty. were to 
find themſelves in very deſtitute gwen; rr at the 
fords of the river Arnon, which la on the CT | 
of their country. Filled with conſternation, and not 
knowing where to flee from danger, they ſhould be 
reduced to a'very pitiable and perplexed condition. 
like that of a bird whoſe neſt is deſtroyed, To | 
what ſtraits and embarraſſments doth the fin and ,- $ 
of mankind often bring them, eſpecially when to this 
is added, contempt of good counſel, which, had it 
been accepted by the Moabites, they might, have en- 
Joyed external peace, and Inward e of! mi ; 


4 Take Coutiſel, erecute judgment, make 2 
Fe as the night i in the midſt of the \noon- 
Va, hide the reſts, wee ne. in [ 
wandereth,: : 


What a etal ans of aaa OE 18 


tained in theſe words! Tale counſel. If the prophi . \ bo. 155 


here refers to what preceded this admonition, its im. 
port will be, Refule not to comply with the advices . 
you have received, which, if catried into execution, 
will N be attended with 99 5 ee and 
vor. II. N 3 7 


feꝛnce and preſervation of the ki 


deer the matter, and ſeriouſly attend to preſent circum- 
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| ly contribute to Nr If he bad 
chi 2 view what follows, its meaning will be, that 
the py br: the princes, and people of Moab, 2 de. 
liberat y to conſult what meaſures were moſt proper 
for them to take, at this critical ſeaſon, for t 
In order to 
form a proper deciſion on this important ſubject, it 
would be highly expedient, that they maturely cn“ 


ſtances. Unto you, O men! I call: hear eſpecially 
ye young people: take counſel. The vay of a fool 
* is right in his own eyes: but he that hearkeneth 
* unto counſel, is wiſe. - Hear counſel, and receive 
© inſtruction, that thou mayeſt be wiſe in th 22 
end 9. Diffident of your own judgment, 
ready to receive direction from the wiſe and pins 
and thankfully. to accept of the ſalutary advices that | 
are 1 you. Execute judgment,. Employ your | 
s in diſeriminating truth from and 
juſtice from. injuſtice; that which is equitable from | 
what is baſe and iniquitous... | Support, with firmneſs 
and conſtancy, that which is lawful and laudable; 


clearly diſcover, by your words and actions, what are 


your real ſentiments and deſi En. By the meaſures 
which: you adopt, give fatisfying . Ein of the 
_ equity of your r that they are dictated, not 
by fooliſh caprice, or malevolence and envy, but by 
ers and conſcience, humanity and prudence an 
_ that you mean to do juſtly, and to pay a ſacred . 
to the great laws of veracity and honeſty.— This 4s 


an excellent advice, to which you would do well to 


take heed, and reduce to practice. It is ſuited to 
all times, and neceſſary to be attended-to by every | 
| perſon. It is not enough that we chooſe judgment; 
having made this wiſe choice, we ought to follow 
whatſoever things are juſt and bovelh, wy ne 
to * Ld into EXEGutiOn- . 741 bats 
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ſtance muſt render the benefit of a ſhadow: very dew 
bleſſings, to the godly, The fun ſhall not ſm 
= 


. prophet calls upon the Moabites to hide 


= 


2 % } A+ 107 | J 
Mate thy ſhadow: a3the night in the midſt of the n. 

day. In i Entry the heat of noot-day is very e 
intenſe, when the rays of the ſun beat vehemently = 
upon thoſe who are expoſed to them. This cireum- 


Ven. 3. PRO 


. 
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ſirable; and therefore this is promiſed, am — 4 2 
t 1 
by day. The diſpleaſure of princes, exalted to the _ 
greateſt dignity, clothed with majeſty and power, en- 
tending its influence to thoſe againſt whom it is di- 
rected, is expreſſed, in ſcripture, by the ſultry heat of 
noon- day. In this figurative ſenſe, I ſuppoſe, the - 
words before us muſt be underſtood, denoting the 
conſuming, diſtreſſing heat of perſecution with Wbien 
the people might be afflied, for whole relief the ſha- 


dow was to be prepared. Mar thy ſhadow as the 


night. The ſhadow of the night excludes the burn- 
ing heat of the ſun: it prevents objects from being 
_ 2 ſo n that come 
within its reach. By this metaphorical language, our _ 

io ite: lake Galle 
that fled to their country for ſhelter, from violence, | 


oppreſſion, and danger, to ſereen them from their 


perſecutors; and to perform the various acts of hu - 
manity, hoſpitality, and charity, which might alleviate 
their diſtreſs. He requires, that they adminiſter ſuit -- 
able proviſion to the hungry; that they clothe the 
naked; that they ſupport the weak, and perform the 
duties of kindneſs and urbanity toward the dejected 
oy 1 In gem gs 88 on — 4 
haughty and eruel people, the exerciſe of generofity, , 
peop N the _ 


and the love of mankind. Such ſeems e 
import of this excellent advice, to which you, m 
 brethren,. ought carefully to attend. In pn wrt Kh 
Proſperity, men commonly have many friends, 6 


are ready to do them kind offices; but when poverty! | | -_ 
and diſtreſs befals them, they often, alas! withdraw - -_ _ 


thoſe acts of beneficence which are moſt neceſſary to 
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| give eaſe dur the preſſure of affliction. Remember 
| the words of the wiſe man, A friend loveth at all 
* times, and a brother is born for adverſity .“ That ia 
the time in which acts of kindneſs are moſt acceitable 
and uſeful; and we are born for the very purpoſe of 
relieving and comforting. our allied and Served 
brethren | 
Hide the outcaſts, bewray net him that weaudereth, 
In the country of Moab there were many caverns, 
where perſons might take refuge from thaſe who ha- 
raſſed them, and hunted after them with hoſtile in. 
tentions. Ta theſe caves and dens, in time of dans 
ger, many of that people, and ſome from other na. 
tions, particularly from among the Iſraelites, reſorted 
for ſafety. Elimelech, and his wife Naomi, in the 
time of ſcarcity in their own country, went into the 
land of Moab until the famine had ceaſed. David, 
when perſecuted by Saul, brought his father and mo- 
ther to the king of Moab, until he ſhould ſee what 
God would do for him. And, in after-times,.w 
the kingdom of Judah was diſtreſſed by their ene⸗ 5 
mies, not a few of that people fled to the land of 
Moab, whom the Moabites ungenerouſſy brought 
forth from their lurking places, and delivered up tio 
the hands of them that ſought their life. The pro- 
phet therefore, with great propriety, directs them to 
hide the outcaſts, who were obliged, to flee from theif 
own country, to ſeek for that ſafety in a 3 | 
which they could not find at home. Allow them. 
hide themſelves in places where they may enjoy a 5 
retreat from danger, afford them an agreeable aſylum, 
entertain them with kindneſs, and protect them from 
the hoſtile power of their enemies. Do not diſcever 
to thoſe who would injure them where they lie con- 
. cealed; and, on no account whatſoever, betray. them 
Into: the hands of thoſe who ſeek their life, 1 
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4 Let mine outeaſts dwell with thee, Moah, 
be thou a covert to them from che face of ble 
ſpoiler: for the extortioner is at an end, the 
ſpoiler ceaſeth, the oppreſſors are conſumed; gut 


of the land. 1 


The generous eonduct recommended in the fore- 
going verſe, is here enforced by a powerful conſidera- 
tion. The outcaſts, whom our prophet particularly | 
intended, and to whom he claimed protection fromm 
Moab, were thoſe who were expelled from the land. 
of Judah, and fled to them for covert from the face 
of the ſpoiler, when their own country was to be in- 
vaded by their enemies. Theſe he required them, in 
a ſpecial manner, to treat with lenity and hoſpitality, 
and to permit them to enjoy undiſturbed reſidence in 
their territories for this. good reaſon, The extar- PPE 
tioner is at an end, the ſpoiler ceaſeth, xe. What is 
here affirmed was literally accompliſhed, when the 
power of Aſſyria, by which the land of Judea had 
been ſpoiled, oppreſſed, and conſumed, was deſtroyed 
by the righteous vengeance of the Almighty. The 
certain proſpe@ preſented to the-Moabites, of that im- 
portant predicted event, ſhould have effectually deter. 
mined them to comply with the ſalutary advice eon- 
tained in the preceding verſe, and repeated in the 
firſt part of the one before us. When that great em- 
pire, which had diſturbed and moleſted the nations of 
the earth, ſhould be overthrown, the kingdom of Ju- _ 
dah was to riſe to importance and glory, ſo as to be 
highly reſpected by the neigbbouting" Ates ines; 
view, it was the unqueſtionable duty and intereſt ol 
Moab, to treat the exiles of Indeh with b and 
compaſſion, to ahoid every thing that might incur | 
their diſpleaſure, 'and to to every thing that tende 
to conciliate their favour and friendſhip.——In the 
event to which this prophecy primarily referred, we 
* 4 behold an inſtruQive repreſentation of a ſtill more 
WH glorious conqueſt over the great ſpoiler and * Oo 
e . : Or | 
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ſor of mankind, who hath diſtreſſed them by his 

grievous yoke, to be accompliſhed by the breath of 
God's mouth, and the brightneſs of his coming, when | 
he ſhall deſtroy them that deſtro ed the earth. Did 

ou believe as you ought, that this intereſting period 

bh faſt approaching, you would not, in the Aale 
degree, injure thoſe whoſe wrongs the Son of God 
will then avenge, who will render DUR? and | 
wrath to them that trouble them. : 5 


5 And in merey ſhall me throne be eſtabliſh 
ed, and he ſhall fit upon it in truth, in the taber- 
nacle of David, judging and foking Judgment, I 
and haſting righteouſneſs, | 


| Theſe words ſuggeſt a powerful motive to induch to 
the diligent performance of the duties which out pro- 
|  Phet had inculcated in the foregoing verſes.——The | 
_ throne which he had more immediately in view, was 
that of Hezekiah, king of Judah, which, in ſome | 
reſpects, was typical o o the far more glorious and 
eternal throne of the Meſſiah. This throne, the en- 
ſign of majeſty and authority, whereon Hezekiäh was 
ſeated, ſhould be eſtabliſhed, after the abolition of the 
oppreflive, adverſe power whereby i it had been often 
aſſaulted, fo that none of its enemies would be ab 
by cheir ſtrongeſt efforts, to ſhake the firm Fre 
tions upon which it reſted. It was to be confirmed 
and perpetuated in mercy ; the great mercy of God 
promiſed to the patriarch David, to whom the Lord 
faid, * His ſeed ſhall endure for ever, and his throne. - 
« as the ſun beforg me -in the mercy and clemency 
of that illuſtrious prince, diſplayed among his ſub- 
jects.—and by the duties of mercy, beneficence, and 
charity, which were to be practiſe by the people. 
And he ſhall ſit upon it in truth ; according to the 
truth of Jehovah, pled gedi in his faithful Ras made 
23 ks; . 75 
$ | | to 
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to his ſervant David, concerning his family and King» 
dom; and in the exerciſe of truth and integrity of heart, 
as to which this pious prince appealed to God, in the 
proſpect of death: Remember now, O Lord, I be- 
« ſeech thee, how I have walked before thee in truth, 
and with a perfect heart, and have done that which 
is good in thy ſight “. n the tabernacle of David. 
By which ſeems to be intended, the palace belonging 
to the kings who deſcended from that illuſtrious hero, 
called by him, The tabernacle of his houſe f.. The 
reſtoration of this houſe, after its decay, was foretold 
in theſe words, by the prophet Amos: In that day 
vill I raiſe up the tabernacle of David that is fallen, 
and cloſe up the breaches thereof; and I will raiſe 
up his ruins, and I will build it as in the days of 
6 old 1 f „ 1 5 : | : En ral 
udging, &c. Three things are mentioned in the 
following words, which were to occupy the attention 
of the prince whoſe throne was to be eſtabliſhed. The 
firſt is, judging ; deciding, with the utmoſt impartia« 
lity, and without reſpect of perſons, on the various 
cauſes that might be brought before him for his de- 
termination. And ſeeking judgment. The expreſ - 
ſion denotes, that the prince, who is the ſubject of 
this prophecy, in pronouncing ſentence upon the par- 
ties who were to be ſiſted at his tribunal, would per- 
form his royal function with the utmoſt attention and 
aſſiduity, accurately inquiring into the conditions of. 
his people, and carefully ü ee the circumſtan - 
ces relative to every matter on which he was to deli - 
ver his judgment. And haſting righteouſneſs : tak. 
ing care that all his deciſions ſhould be executed with 
the greateſt diſpatch and alacrity, that righteouſneſs, 
like the mighty waters, might ſpeedily run its courſe 
through all his ebe en Cauſes brought for judg - 
ment ſhould not be protracted ; juſtice ſhould not be 
delayed; ſentences hrould not be deferred; nor was- 
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; the execution of them to be retarded.Theſe pre- 
dictions were remarkably verified in Hezekiah, Rigg 
= of Judah, who is repreſented, in ſeriptute, as having 
f c been one of the beſt kings that ever reigned'over-the 
ofterity of Iſrael t © After him was none like him 
among all the kings of Judah, nor any that were 

before him “.“ He was eminently remarkable for 

his ſtrong attachment to truth, juſtice, and righteoul- 
nes, and other virtues which give digtiity to a prince, 
2ꝛlẽlæs«s is abundantly evident from the hiſtory of the Old 
Teſtament. After the wonderful deſtruction of Zen. 

nacherib's army, his throne was eſtabliſhed according 

to this prediction; he. was reſpected by his ſubjects, 

and honoured by neighbouring nations 

What is here affirmed concerning the throne f 

Hezekiah, may be juſtly applied, and indeed moſt 

properly belongs, in a much higher ſenſe, to the king, 

dom of Jeſus Chriſt. This is a circumſtance which 

will be contemplated with real pleaſure by 1 

love him in ſincerity. In his kingdom, to which, 

ſuppoſe, Ifaiah looked forward by the ſpirit of pro- 

phecy, the foregoing predictions receive a ſpiritual 
accompliſhment, as their ultimate completion. To | 

the Meſſiah, a throne is given; and this throne is 

_ eſtabliſhed in mercy and grace, as it is written, 

Prov. xx. 28. Mercy and truth preſerve the king, 

and his throne is upholden by mercy.', It is there- 

fore emphatically ſtyled, by the writer of the Epiſtle 

" © to the Hebrews, The throne of grace; from 

whence he diſpenſes to his people, with the utmoſt 

3 generoſity and liberality, the moſt valuable bleſ- 
_ HOLE fings. Upon this throne he ſits, who is perfeQly 
| W free from all. guile and diſſimulation; who is truth 
. itſelf, and in whom the predictions delivered by the 
=_ prophets receive their fulfilment. He is enthron- 
ace in the true and heavenly e which the 
1 Lord, and not man, hath built, where he reigne 
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re. 2s King over his chureh for evet.Judging; ſearchs 
tg ing into the cauſes that are laid before him; determi- 
ng. ning with conſummate equity, and the utmoſt diſpatch,” | 
he all the matters relative to his kingdom. © Juſticeand 
im judgment are the habitation of his throne: mercy 


and truth ſhall d before his face . A Jeſus 


the Moabites, into whoſe. hands this prophecy might 


vent, the calamities with which they wete threatened, 
he deſctibed.——Let the children of Zion be joyful 


 falvation Though, by your ſubjection to him, you 
may not enjoy worldly riches or honours, but may be 


that fadeth not away 


{he is very proud) even of his haughtineſs, and 


0. 


foregoing advices would be rejected by the Moahites. 


the natural vanity of their minds; 


Ful hate 14 


fall, that compliance with the above advices was the 
beſt way that they could take to mitigate, if not pres 


in their King, whoſe throne is for ever and ever; and 
who himſelf is juſt and righteous, meek, and having 


expoſed to poverty and contempt, you ſhall have 
peace of conſcience; divine protection, and eternal 
life in the ſociety of angels, and a crown of glory 


his pride, and his wrath : but his lies /ball not be 


This was no other than the pride and haughtineſe of 
that people; which ſtirred them up againſt the Jews, 
and made them flatter themſelves with the hopes of 
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Chriſt, who wa an from Judah, waa to aboliſh _ 
all oppreſſion and iniquity by his regal power, our 
prophet naturally ſuggeſts thi prophitich of his throne 
and government as a powerful argument to convince. 


%. 


and to acquire the favour of the prince, whoſe throne 


6 J We have heard of the pride of 'Moab, 


In theſs words; che teaton is polated ot whyths | | 


a long · continued 7 ſperity. Several cauſes might con- 
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7 Therefore ſhall Moab how for Moab, every 
one ſhall howl: for the foundations of Kir- 
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for which, as a people, they were very remarkable. 
Among theſe, may be reckoned their ſtrong cities, and 
fortified places, which ſeemed to promiſe them ſecy. 


I” Tity from danger, and the friendſhip of Aſſyria, with 


whom they were probably at this time allied, ſo that 
they had little to fear from that quarter. On theſe, 
and other accounts, they were greatly elated with 
pride. Of this unhappy temper which prevailed 
among the Moabites, our prophet, his countrymen 
the ſews, and the neighbouring nations, had often 


heard. It was generally known, and acknowledged 


as a true report, that Moab was very proud. Pride 


and havghtineſs reached their higheſt ſummit among 


that people; and, as frequently happens, they were 
accompanied with wrath and indignation againſt thoſe 
who preſumed to diftate to them, to give them ad- 
vice, or to oppoſe them in their ſentiments and in- 

tereſts,——His lies ſhall not be ſo; or, His lies are 
vain, and to no purpoſe, as the words may be tranf- 
lated. The Moabites had among them diviners, who 


propheſied to them falſe things, whereby they were 


dreadfully deluded and impoſed upon. In the end, 
all theſe divinations were to prove vain and fruitleſs, 
and then they would be undeceived- Our. prophet, 
foreſeeing the rejection of his counſel; foretels what 
would be the certain conſequences of their pride and 
obſtinacy, which he immediately proceeds to repre- 


{ 


hareſeth fhall ye mourn, ſurely they are ſtricken. 


In this and the following verſe, the calamities are- 
deſcribed which were to be inflicted on the Moabites, - 


for deſpiſing the good advices which were given 
them. One part of the inhabitants of Moab were 


to howl and lament over the miſeries which were ſuſ. 


tained by the other: diſtreſs and ſorrow was to "_ 
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le bke a contagion through the whole land, until they _ 
nd became ſo general, that every one would mourn and - 
cu. howl. For the foundations of Kir- hareſeth, & c. 

» This ſeems to have been the name of a conſiderable 

hat city in the land of Moab; and was probably the yery 

ſe, ſame place that was called Kir, in the beginning of 


this prophecy.— The foundations of this city were 
to be ſtricken, which would giye riſe to the mqurni 
here foretold. The word tranſlated foundations, ſigni- 


_ fies alſo, bottles, flaggons, or /arge veſſels, wherein li- 15 
Th quor is kept; which is perhaps the preferable ſenſe 
de here, it being more natural to ſay, that foundations, - 

W are deſtroyed, and that veſſels are ſtricken, To this 

re interpretation I am the rather inclined, as, in the be- 

ſe ginning of next verſe, the vine of Sibmah is mentjon- 

1. ed, which would require many large veſſels to contain 

5 its fruits. Theſe veſſels being ſtricken and broken, 

" would give occaſion to lamentation and ſorrow, eſpe- 

Fl cially when taken in conjunftion with what follows 

0 in the gent vf oh Trek ae: 4 

l, 8 For the fields of Heſhbon languiſh, and 

. the vine of Sibmah, the lords of the Heathen 

a have broken down the principal plants thereof, 


they are come even unto Jazer, they wandered 


: through the wilderneſs, her branches are ſtretch- 
ed out, they are gone over the ſea. 
„  Heſhbon was the name of a city in Moab, which | 


was ſurrounded with vineyards, very fruitful fields, 

| and rich paſture-grounds. At the time to which this 

prophecy referred, the fields fituated in the vicinity 

of this city languiſhed, and loſt the beautiful, luxuri- | 

ant appearance which they were wont to aſſume, de. 

cauſe a ſufficient number of hands were not left to 

cultivate and improve them, the people being either' 1 
engaged in military fervices, or having fled before te 
enemy, or already waſted by ſlaughter.— he Poe 
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c Sibmab, &c. Though this place is ſeldom men- 
tioned in ſcripture, it appears, from what is here ſaid; | 
that it was renowned for the excellent vines which it * 
produced: When this prediction was fulfilled; they 
were in a languiſhing ſtate; the enemies of Moab; 
called the Lords of the Heathen, having pluckedupthe 
beſt plants, and broken off the branches, and carried 
them to Jazer. The land of Jazer, which is ſaid to 
have been about fifteen miles from Heſhbon, war 
pitched on by the Reubenites and Gadites, as a pro- 
per place for feeding cattle; and therefore they re- * 
queſted Moſes and Eleazar, and the princes of the 
congregation, that it might be given to them ſor a 
oſſeſſion . The wines of Heſhbon and\Sibmah, 
a been in high reputation among the princes and 
great men of neighbouring nations, vines of the ſpe: 
_ cies which grew in theſe places, were propagated not 
only over all the land of Moab, but cions of them were 
ſent over ſeas into foreign countries, And, at the 
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this prediction ſhould be verified, theſe vines were to 
be almoſt totally demoliſhed, and left in an unculti- 
vated condition; and many of them were to be dil. 


25 


9 J Therefore I will bewail with the weeping 
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to be ſucceeded by deſolation and mourning. 


10 And gladneſs is taken away, and joy ouʒt 
of the plentiful field, and in the vineyards there 
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of their diſtreſs. I will bewail, with tears of ſore 


; F 
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row, and bitter-lamentations, the deſolation of the 


fields of Heſhbon, and the vines of-Sibmat,—Fith'' | 


the weeping of Fazer ; with thoſe ſtrong expreſſions of 
ſorrow that the inhabitants of that place had mourned 
over ſome great loſs, or to which their deſtruction 
had given riſe. I will water thee; O Heſbbon, and 


of Moab were employed in gathering the ſymmer- 
fruits, in collecting the vintage, and reaping their 
harveſt, they enlivened and encouraged each other by 
joyful. acclamations. In this manner they might 
amuſe themſelves at proper ſeaſons, and be thereby 


fall low, and ceaſe. All their mirth and feſtivity were 


to be laid aſide; and the whole joyous ſcene exhibited * 
in the ſeaſons of grape-gathering, and reaping the ' 


Elaleh, with my tears, which ſhall flow in fuch abun- 
dance, as to moiſten ſome of thy negleQed fields and 
vineyards. For the ſhouting, &c. When the people 


— 


excited to proceed in their work with greater alacrity | 
and pleaſure. Theſe loud and joyful ſhouts were to 


corns, was to be reverſed in the land of Moab, and 


ſhall be no ſinging, neither ſhall there be ſhout- 
ceaſe. 


the grapes of their vineyards with ſinging and ſhout- 


luable, they had no greater joy than that which they 


felt on theſe occaſions. Our prophet therefore, in 


deſcribing the calamities with which they were to be 


7 


1 
ft 


ing: the treaders ſhall tread out no wine in their 
preſſes; I have made their vintage-ſhouting ta 


The Moabites were aceuſtomed to reap their luxu Fas 
riant crops with much joy and gladneſs, and to gather 
Ing. Being worldly men, who had their portion in 


this preſent life, and the fruits of the vine and of the = 
field being of all others the moſt excellent and da- 


viſited, 


a 
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| vilited, on account of their incorrigible tranſpreſſions, | 
fuits the repreſentation to the prevailing ſentiments of 
that people. As they placed their chief happineſs in 
the things of this world, he declares, that the deſola. 
tion which they would greatly lament, ſhould. ariſe 
from their being deprived of worldly abundance, and 
| the joy wherewith the poſſeſſion of it was accompa- 
| nied.- The whole prediction before us, delivered 
in language greatly diverſified, plainly intimates, that 
the time was then faſt. approaching, when the miſe. 
ries that were: coming upon Moab, would deprive 
them of all the joy and gladneſs, the ſinging, . | 
ing, and feſtivity, which they had hitherto enjoyed 
in proſperity.-——That ſo great were to be the fore · 
told calamities with which the land ſhould be viſited, 
that ſorrow and anguith, weeping, howling, and la- 
mentation, -ſhoyld be ſubſtituted. in their place, and 
prevail as univerſally among the inhabitants, in the 
time of their diſtreſs, as the oppoſite n ug | 
done in happier days, | 


11 Wherefore my bowels ſhall found like an 
harp for Moab, and. mine inward parts f for Bulls 
hareſh, | 


Iſaiah, with his ——— bebe 
rides the tender, painful emotions which he would 
feel, on account of the diſtreſſes of Moab. Theſe 
compaſſionate feelings he illuſtrates by a beautiful 
ſimilitude. My bowels fhall ſound like a harp, which 
is a muſical we eee the ſtrings of which being 
extended, preſſed with the hand, and touched with 
the fingers, emits a pleaſant, melodious, grave ſound, 
In like manner, when the inward parts are diſtended 
with grief, when the animal ſpirits are depreſſed, and 

the bowels are moved, the heart, thus oppreſſed and 
overcharged, ſeeks relief i in ſobs and ſighs, which 
form a ſound, in ſome reſpects, like a mournful 
tune. Sm expreſſions with that now before us 

| TOE 


frequently occur in ſcripture ®. The words: inet 


of that our prophet's bowels were to be ſenſibly touched 
* by the calamities of Moab, and his inward parts ſo 
la. ſtrongly moved by the diſtreſſes of Kir-hareſh, as to 
iſe produce a mou ul, affecting ſound, expreſſive of his 
nd poignant ſorr oo. i e 
ed 12 J And it ſhall come to paſs, when it is 
4 ſeen that Moab is weary on the high place, that 
8 he ſhall come to his ſanctuary to pray, but he 
1. ſhall not prevail. „ e 

d The unſucceſsful attempt of the Moabites, to eſcape 
M the foretold deſolation, is here ſtrongly depicted. —— 
d, After the above-mentioned threatened judgments had 
7 become viſible, by their execution on Mvab, that 


people were to become weary of the high place to 
which they had reforted, that they might ſacrifice to 
their gods on altars, which were commonly erected 
on places of eminence, that they might weep before 
them, and implore their aſſiſtance. Having wearied 
themſelves in vain in the ſervice of their idols, their 
cries, lamentations, and ſacrifices, having accompliſnu- 
ed no valuable purpoſe, they would deſiſt from theſe 
practices, and take another courſe. He. hall come 
to his ſanctuary to pray, but he ſhall not prevail, The 


| hitherto had produced no good effect, they would re- 
pair to ae? rig where was the ſanctuary of the 
God of Iſrael, that they might ſupplicate relief from 
diſtreſs, and his merciful interpoiition in their behalf. 
But they ſhall not prevail: they ſhall not be able to 
reach the ſanctuary of the Lord; being prevented by _ 
their enemies; and, though ſome of them might get 
liverance, who had determined, for juſt reaſons, 'to- 
afflict them in the manner foretold. ——The words 


. 
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Moabites fatigued with fruitleſs expedients, which 


there, they ſhall not prevail with God to obtain de- 


7 1 * a . 
1 . 4 « ' 2338 1 7 
$ * 4 ET ** a 
4 E } 


admit of another interpretation, Almoſt every nation 
anciently had their ſanctuaries, as well as their altar, 
and gods, fo that Moab might alſo have a ſanctuaty. 
Having betaken themſelves without ſuccels to tlie altar, 
and there in vain invoked their idols, they would en- 
ter into the principal ſanctuary or temple, wherein 
was placed the image of their god Chemoſh, and there 
pour out prayers to him for affiſtance and deliverance. 
But they ſhall not prevail. This expedient was not 
to be attended with any good effect, nor were they to 
obtain by it any valuable advantage. This was the 
| laſt ſhift of the Moabites, when conflicting with va. 
rious calamities ; they cried to theit god fot. that te- 
lief which they could not obtain. Thus did they 
experience the vanity of their fooliſh and abſurd ſuper-. 
ſtition, and the utter inſufficiency of their idols to 
deliver them from miſery. In the temper and con- 
duct of Moab, we ſee a lively image of our own fooliſh. 
temper and conduct. The Lord God, by his ſervants, 
hath denounced the moſt awful threatenings againſt 
us, as the juſt deſert of our tranſgreſſions, the execu- 
tion of which ſhall be followed with weeping, wail- 
ing, and gnaſhing of teeth. That we may eſcape 
_ thoſe terrible judgments to which we have expoſed 
ourſelves, he hath been graciouſly pleaſed to give us 
the moſt ſalutary advices, pointing out how. we may 
avoid deſerved calamities, and become his faithful 
ſubjects, whoſe.throne is eſtabliſhed in mercy. 2 N 
deſpiſing his good counſel, we ſhall incur the dread- 
ful effects of his diſpleaſure, from which human wiſ- 
dom and power cannot poffibly extricate us. Let us 
then learn inſtruction from the obſtinacy and pride of 
Moab, and diligently beware that we harden not our 
hearts againſt his fear, nor reje& his counſel againſt 
ourſelyes. *Hear inſtruction, be wiſe, and refuſe it 
"mote RR ro a 2 


| p: 13 This is the word that the Lond hath ſpo- . 
ken concerning Moab fince that tine. 
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The prophecy concludes with. a ſolemn ae 
of its divine authority, and certain accompliſhment | 1 


within a limited time. This which you have now 
heard, is the diſcourſe which Iſaiah delivered con- 
cerning the deſolation of Moab. This, faith” he, is 
the word that the Lord hath ſpoken; the true ſay-. 
ings of God, and not of man, and therefore they 
ſhall certainly be fulfilled in their ſeaſon. God is 
6 not a'man, that he ſhould lie, nor the ſon of man, 
6 that he ſhould repent: hath he faid, and fhall he 


not do it? or hath he ſpoken, and ſhall he not 


* make it good. Behold, I have received command- 
ment to ſpeak ; and he hath ſpoken, and I cannot 
« reverſe it .“ He abideth faithful; he cannot deny 
[ himſelf: the united oppoſition of earth and hell can- 
not fruſtrate his deſigns, nor prevent him from exe- 
cuting his promiſes and threatenings. ——This much 
the Lord ſpake concerning Moab long ago, or ſince 
the time in which that people became the ſubject of 
prophecy. Or the words may be rendered, This is 
that word which the Lord then ſpake concerning 
Moab ; namely, in the year King Ahaz died. Ac- 
cording to this interpretation, the expreſſion may... 
ſerve to aſcertain the date of this prophecy, which 
hath the time of its accompliſhimeas Prat in the * 
lowing verſe, © | K 


| 14 But now the 1755 bath ſpoken, aha.” 


Within three years, as the years of an hireling, _ 


and the glory of Moab ſhall be contemned, with 
all that great multitude ; and the remnant foal 
be very {mall and feeble. 


At the time e God w was pleaſed to reveal 1 
mind to our prophet, he thus ipake, Within three 


years, as the years of an -eling, &c. The words may 
denote, chat from the ar of the delivery, 28 * 


* Nurb. xxlii. 19, 0. 
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f fulfilment of the prophecy, was to be exactly three 


years; or, that from the period in which the accompliſh, 
ment of the prediQtions commenced, until all rhe glory 
of Moab ſhould be treated with contempt, was to be 


| preciſely three years.——As the years of an hireling, 
who labours, during a ſet time, for a {tipuſated re 


ward. As ſoon as the time agreed upon. is. expired, 
which is commonly reckoned with the greateſt -ACCUs 


racy, and his engagements are performed, his wages 


are demanded. The years of an hireling are often 
troubleſome and vexatious, through the toil, wear 
neſs, and ſorrow, which he is obliged to endure, By 
this ſimilitude, therefore, is repreſented the affliQion 
and diſtreſs to which the Moabites were to be ſub. 


jected during this period, and the preciſe length of 


time which was to elapſe, from the delivery to the ac. 
compliſhment of the prophecy, when———The glory 
of Moab ſhall be contemned, with all that great multi 


' tude, &c. The glory and multitude of Moab, con. 


ſiſted in the ſtrength and number of their cities, their 


inhabitants, and their ſoldiers, with all the riches and 
opulence whereof they boaſted. All their ſtrength 


and magnificence were ſoon to be conſidered as inſig- 
nificant, and deſpiſed. by the armies which were to al. 


tack, invade, and conquer them.——And the remnant 
| ſhall be very ſmall and feeble. The few. who were to 


eſcape the general devaſtation, deprived: of their 
wealth, driven from their habitations, and enfeebled 


by fatigue and hardſhips, were to become weak and 


languid, ——This prophecy having been publiſhed, 
according to my ſuppoſition, at the ſame time with 
the former, in the year king Ahaz died, when the 


Jews much needed the friendly offices of the Moab- 
ites, it muſt have been fulfilled in the third year of 
| Hezekiah's reign, after the death of his father, when 


Salmanezer, king of Aſſyria, went on an expedition 
againſt the Ephraimites, aſſaulted the Moabites, and 


. deſtroyed their cities. Being ſo cloſely connected 


with the ſpeedy accompliſhment which it received, 
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would afford a ſtriking proof of the divine inſpiration 
of our prophet to his cotemporaries, who attended to 
predictions, and their correſponding events. To us 
who enjoy the evidence for the truth of divine revela- 
tion, which, inſtead of being diminiſhed through 
length of time, is daily increaſing, every new accom- 
pliſhment of prophecy gives a new atteſtation to its 
ſacred authority, and ought to confirm our faith in 
what is therein declared 
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. . wy: 


T HE th diſcourſe contained in the Par 


part of theſe prophecies, is recorded in this and 
the following chapter. In the chapter now before ug, 
the prophet treats of the future fortunes of the 5 
rians, who were joined in alliance with Ephrai 
the purpoſe of invading Judah, and beſieging Jer 
lem. He ſhews, that, ere long, Damaſcus, which 
the capital of Syria, ſhould be totally deſtroyed, and 
the kingdom, of which it was the metropolis, ſhould 


be aboliſhed. That, at the ſame time, the kingdom 
of Ephraim was, by a great defeat, to be deprived of 


its ſtrength and beauty. To theſe predictions are 
ſubjoined a noble deſcription of the formidable inva- 


fion, and ſudden overthrow of Sennacherib, king of - 


Aſſyria, exactly correſponding with the event. 


-By 


this prophecy, the Almighty hath clearly ſhewn, that . 


all thoſe, however powerful they may be, who endea- 

vour to vex and injure his people, all, in the 255 
be diſappointed, and ſuffer his righteous vengeance.— 
The whole diſcourſe may be diſtributed into four 


parts. The firſt announces the fixed determination 
of the Moſt High reſpecting Damaſcus, ver. 1. 2, 3. 


The ſecond declares the decree which he had formed 
concerning the Ephraimites, ver. 4.—11. The third 


unfolds his purpoſe as to the Aſſyrians, ver. 12, 13, 14. 


The laſt foretels the overthrow of the Aſſ yrian army, 
chap. xviii. which is ordered to be Ee to a 
whole world. _ | 


CHAP. XVII. 


HE bitten of Damaſcins, Behold, Patna: 


cus is taken away from being a city, and 
it ſhall be a ruinous heap. 


. 222ͤö§Xo[ĩ ...]] ]]“ Sms Mt 


Damaſcus, ; 
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Damaſcus, which was the metropolis of the king- 
dom of Syria, was fituated in a rich plain, upon the 
river Chryſorchoas, about one hundred and forty 


ond miles ſouth from Jeruſalem, and nearly as far north 
and from Antioch. It is perhaps the moſt ancient city in 
us, the known world, being mentioned as exiſting in the 
Sy- days of the patriarch Abraham“; and is ſaid to have 
for been one of the moſt delightful places on the earth. 
_ The adjacent country is famous for the great abun- 
vas dance of plants, flowers, and fruits, of almoſt every 
nd kind, which it produced. Though, in the revolution 
Hd of ages, it hath been aſſaulted and deſolated, and ſuf- 
IM fered many changes, it ſtill remains in exiſtence. 
of Whilſt larger and ſtronger cities have periſhed, and 
ire been buried in ruins, it is ſtill reſpected on account 
* of its riches. In proceſs of time, this city became 
of the metropolis of the kingdom of Syria: between 
By which, and the poſterity of Iſrael, there were almoſt 


continual wars, which. originated from different 
cauſes, and terminated with various ſucceſſes; and 
therefore an inſpired writer remarks, as an uncom- 
mon circumſtance, that three years elapſed without 
war between Syria and Iſrael f. Among the kings of 
Syria, three are mentioned in the ſacred hiſtory, who 
grievouſly vexed and diſtreſſed the Iſraelites; namely, 
Benhadad, Hazael, and his ſon Benhadad. | Though 
Judah lay at a greater diſtance from Syria than the 
Ephrainntes, they were often at variance with each 
other. Theſe animoſities and differences ſometimes 
iſſued in favour of the one nation, and ſometimes in 
favour of the other, according as the Almighty was 
pleaſed to order, for carrying forward the deſigns of 
his all-wiſe providence. Rezin, who now fat upon 
the throne of Syria, inflamed with the deſire of grati- 
fying his ambition and revenge, having joined in con- 
tederacy with Pekah, king of Iſrael, meditated the 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem. Being afterward vanquiſhed 
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and ſlain by Tilgath- pilneſer, king of Affyria, the 
future fortunes of Judah were intimately connected 
with this event. Attention to theſe circumſtances 
may aſſiſt you in underſtanding the following predic 
The prophety which we are now to conſider, beari 
the inſcription of, the Burden of Damaſcus. This 
title was probably affixed to it, either by Iſaiah him. 


ſelf, or by ſome ſacred writer, who tranſcribed theſe 
- diſcourſes, and digeſted them into the order in which 


they now ſtand. It juſtly deſerves the name of the 
Burden, as it contains awful denunciations: of the: 
very grievous calamities which were to be inflicted 


upon the city Damaſcus, and the kingdom whereof 
it was the capital. The prophet begins by fore- 
telling the total overthrow of this opulent city: Da. 
maſcus is taken away from being a city, and it ſhall be a 


ruinous heap. So certain was this remarkable event, 
and fo ſoon was it to take place after the delivery of 


this prediction, that it is ſpoken of as if it had been 


already accompliſhed. Its 'riches are defpoiled ; its 
walls are demoliſhed ; its magnificent buildings are 
thrown down; its inhabitants are taken captive or 
flain, or fled from the enemy; in conſequence. of 
which, it is become a ruinous heap of ſtones and 


153 


2 he cities of Aroer are forſaken; they ſhall 


: : * 


Another inſtance of the deſolation which was to 


de made, at the time of fulfilling this prophecy, is 


here mentioned. Aroer was the name of a confider- 
able city, ſituated on the river Arnon, onee in the 


| 3 of the Amorites, and afterward given by 


oſes to the Reubenites and Gadites, as part of 


5 their inheritance. From them it had been taken by 
the Syrians, in whoſe hands it ſeems to have been at 


this 


* (OI 4 


VER. 3. PROPHECIES or ISAIAH. I ay - - 


the this time“. The leſſer cities around it, were called 
ted the cities of Aroer, as the cities in the neighhour- 
ces hood of Heſhbon, were named the. cities of Heſhbon 1. 
lic. Theſe populous towns, deſerted by their inhabitants, 
1:8 were to become ſolitary places, in which flocks of 
ar cattle were to lie down without any fear of diſturb. 
his ance. So great was to be the deſolation here fore- 
M- told, that the condition of the country ſhould: be 
ele entirely reverſed from its former populous, Improve 
the: 3 The fortreſs alſo ſhall ceaſe from Ephraim, 
ted and the kingdom from Damaſcus, and the rem- 
ef nant of Syria ; they ſhall be as the glory of the 
1 children of Iſrael, faith the Loxp of hoſts. / 

ed The calamities here foretold, were to extend both 
nt, to Ephraim and Syria. By the fortreſs of Ephraim 
of might be meant, the city Samaria, which was the 
en metropolis of that kingdom, and probably their beſt 
its fortified city, on the ſtrength of which they greatl 

re depended in times of danger. This fortrels, with 
or - their other ſtrong-holds, were ta ceaſe from afford- 
of ing them any protection, and to be taken from the 


Iſraelites, who were to be carried captive by their 
enemies, This event the prophet Micah expreſsly 
foretold in the following words: Therefore I will 
* make Samaria as an heap of the field, and as plant. 
* ings of a vineyard; and I will pour down the {tones 
thereof into the valley, and I will diſcover the 

* foundations thereof. And the kingdom from Da- 


to maſcus. Damaſcus was the chief city of Syria, and 
Is the royal reſidence of their kings. From this city 
T- and nation the kingdom was to ceaſe: it was nd 
he longer to be a ſeparate kingdom by itſelf, but hence- 
* forward to be ſubject to foreign powers. The ahief 


of cities of Ephraim and Syria, Samaria and Damaſcus, | 
| # See 2 Kings E. 38. + Joſhua xiii. 1). f Mies i. 6. 
„ „ were 
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wetter no longer to retain their former i importance and 


grandeur, but to fink into e or to be Huried 
Hey ſhall be as the g 89. of the children | 
Ihe 


in ruins.- 
of Iſrael, ſaith th Lord of hofts. glory of the 
children of lirael, of which I had occaſion to ſpeak, 
when-treating of chap. x. 3. might comprehend' all 
that was eſteemed excellent and valuable by that 


people; their religious inſtitutions, their military 


forces, their liberty and proſperity, their princes and 
reſpectable men. The prediction imports, that the 
remnant af Syria ſhould ſhare the ſame fate with the 
glory of Iſrael. Their kingdom was to be deſtroyed; 
their ſtrong cities were ta be demoliſhed; their beſt 


citizens were to be ſpoiled of their riches and g. | 


and carried away captives into a fareign land. 


theſe two powers of Iſrael and Syria Tad united in 


hoſtile deſigns againſt Judah, ſo they were to partici- 


pate in the ſame, or very ſimilar calamities, as the 
juſt retribution of their daring preſumption.——To, 
give certainty and effect to theſe prediQtions, it is ad. 
ded, Saith the Lord of heft. This prophecy” ſeems ' 
fo have received its accompliſhment in the third or 


fourth year of Ahaz, when Tiglath-pileſer, king of 


Aſſyria, went up againſt Damaſcus, and took it, and 


carried the inhabitants captives to Kir, and flew Rezin. 
Though after that period Damaſcus be often mention- 
ed, another city ſeems to be intended than that whic 


was anciently the capital of Syria, which kingdom 
was never mofe re-eſtabliſhed in its former power and 
From this prophecy, we deduce a clear 

proof of our prophet's divine inſpiration, and that he 

ſpake as he was moved by the Holy Ghoſt. He not 
only foretold events which were to happen at remote 
periods of time, but thoſe alſo which were ſoon after 


grandeur.— 


to be accompliſhed, as in the inſtance that we have 


now been conſidering. By the fulfilment of the pre- 


dictions of this laſt ſort, the e is among whom he 
lived, would have opportunity o 
| phecy with the * and men the exact corre - 


c 


comparing the pro- 
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pondence between them, and their faith, in his prophe- 
tical character, would be eſtabliſhed and confirmed. 
This circumſtance, taken in/conjun&ion with others, 
ouglit to confirm our belief in the divine miſſion and 


ik, inſpiration of Iſaiah, on whoſe teſtimony we may at 
all all times ſafely rely. Sooner MOR 
» WY + And in that day it hall come to. paſs, that 

nd WA the glory of Jacob ſhall be made thin, and the 
he fatneſs of his fleſh ſhall wax lean.  - 
e bessten bring bed, gully of init 

0 tranſgreſſions with the Syrians, our prophet proceeds 


| cence, . was to be remarkably diminiſhed, and taken 
- awa) 
#7 


* e 
- 


them. The royal prophet points out the proper 
improvement of this article in theſe words: Be not 
* thou afraid when one is made rich, when the glory 
of his houſe is increaſed. * For when he dieth, he 
| © ſhall carry nothing away: his glory ſhall not deſcend 
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after him“. 


r 
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5 And it ſhall be as when the harveſt-man 


gathereth the corn, and reapeth the ears with 


ears in the valley of Rephaim. 15 


The ſubject of which the prophet treats, is here 
illuſtrated by another ſimilitude, drawn from reapin 
fruits in ſummer, and the corns in harveſt. When 
grapes, olives, or other fruits, are gathered, a few, 
not of the beſt ſort, are left upon ſome. of the branches. 
When corns are reaped, a few of the inferior kind 
of ears are left here and there, which are overlooked 
or neglected. By theſe compatiſons, our prophet 
teaches, that the enemies of Ephraim were to cut 
them down, and to collect together all their riches, 
whilft only a few of the meaneſt fort ſhould be left in 


his arm; and it ſhall be as he that gather 


1 8 


the land. The nation, though ſpoiled of their beauty 


and ſtrength, at the time to which the por . 
fers, was not to be wholly deſtroyed; ſome of the 
people were ſtill to remain. The divine jadgmetit to 
be executed on Ephraim, was, in ſome meaſure, to 
be mioderated.——The valley of Rephaim, or of 
giants, as the word ſignifies, was a rich and fruitful 
plain, at no great diſtance from Jeruſalem, in which 
the corns grew remarkably ſtrong and luxuriant; 
great care therefore would be taken in gleaning the 
fields, that very few of the good ears might be left. 
By this reſemblance, is repreſented the diligence and 


ſucceſs of the enemies of Hrael, in collecting and car. 
rying them away from their own land, ſo that a very | 


3 number ſhould be ſuffered to continue 


6 (J Yet gleaning-grapes ſhall be left in it, a | 
the ſhaking of an olive-tree, two or three ber- 


ries in the top of the uppermoſt bough, four or 
five in the outmoſt fruitful branches thereof, 
faith the Lox D God of Hrael. 150 
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The calamity, which the prophet predicted in the 
foregoing verſes, he now declares, was to be ſo miti- 
gated, that ſome remains of Iſrael ſhould be left in 
their own land. This ſubject he illuſtrates in the 
verſe before us, by a ſimilitude taken from what hap- 
pens in the time of vintage and olive-gathering. - - 
When the grapes are pulled, and the olives are ſhaken, 
2 few are left on the tops of the higheſt branches, 
which the hand cannot reach, and ſome upon the out- 
moſt branches, which eſcape the eye of the gatherer. 
In like manner, it ſhould come to paſs, when the 
Ephraimites were to be gathered by the Afſyrians, 
only a few of the leſs reſpectable and leſs conſpicuous 


people were to be allowed to remain in the land, 


whilſt the more rich and opulent were ta be led cap» 
tive into foreign countries. To give certainty and 
firmneſs to this prediction, the following ſolemn words 
are ſubjoined: Saith the Lard God of Iſrael, who or- 
ders and adjuſts every circumſtance relative to his 
people; and wha hath declared, that he will not 
make a full end af them, but will correct them in 
meaſure, though he will not leave them altogether 
uni e 1 Fe EO 2 
7 At that day ſhall a man look to his Maker, 
and his eyes {hall have reſpect to the holy One 
of ihal& 517 9 ee e 
The fulfilment of the above predictions ſhould be 
accompanied with the converſion of ſome of the 


Ephraimites to the ſervice of the living and true 
God. At the period wherein the predicted judg- 


ments were ta be executed, when ſome of the lach - 
ites were to be left as gleaning grapes, this prophecy |. 


ſhould be fulfilled. That people, by apoſtatizing from 


the God of their fathers to the worſhip of dead idols, 


brought upon themſelves the direful calamities men- 
tioned in the preceding verſes. Thoſe of them who, 
were to ſurvive, and who were not thereby RR 
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and blinded, ſhould be excited to conſider the ab. 


ſurdity and vanity of their fooliſh ſuperſtition and | 


idolatry, from which they would turn with indign 
tion, that they might pay their dutiful homage to 


who made them. This wiſe ſtep it behoved en to 
take; and our prophet foretels, that ſome of them 


actually would take it, after having learned by expe- 
-rience the folly and wickedneſs of their paſt condud. 
Renouncing the abominable ſuperſtition of former 
times, ſome of the reſidue who were left, ſhould T6 
turn, in the exerciſe of true repentance, to the wor- 
ſhip and ſervice of the true God, the God 8 their 8 
thers, who is emphatically ſtiled, 


His Maker. God is the Creator of very man: ine 


hands hath made and faſhioned us, and his inſpiration 
hath endowed us with underſtanding. In this ſenſe, 
God is the Maker of every penitent Ephraimite, in 


common with all mankind. ' He is the Maker of ts 


one, in as much as he hath appointed him ths par 
cular ſtation and condition in which he is placed, 
whether high or low, rich or poor, proſperous or ad- 
verſe, whether in the church, or without its bounda- 


ries. The rich and poor meet together: : the Lord 
© is the Maker of them both *) Somewhat befids 
this, ſeems to be intended in the character here 


given of God. He was the Maker af the Iſraelites in 


a more peculiar manner, as he formed them into 3 


people for himſelf, and conferred upon them ma ny 
important privileges, whereby they were highly a 
vanced above all other nations. In this view, Moſes, 


their renowned legiſlator,” addreſſed them in the ſubs. 


lime ſong which he ſpake in the ears of all the con- 
gregation of Iſrael : Is not he thy Father who hath 


bought thee? - Hath he not made thee, and eſta- 


4 bliſhed thee f. Such ſeems to be the import of. 
the character here aſcribed to God. ——Confidering 
him i in this relation, our prophet foretels, FM 


® Prov, xxii. 2 f Deut. xxxii. 6. 
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A man ſhall lock to his Maker. The converſion of 
men from dead idols to the living God, is ſignifi, 
cantly exprefſed, by looking to him with ſuitable af- 
ſections, as revealed in his word. Therefore, becauſe 
all worldly connections and dependences are; vain, 
faith the prophet Micah, I will look unto the Lord “, 
and turn away from lying vanities. Faith conſiſts in 
looking unto the Lord, for the mercy and grace ſuit- 
ed to relieve our neceſſities f. True repentance is 
ſpoken of in the ſame terms by the prophet. Zecha - 
riah, in theſe remarkable words: They ſhall look 
upon me whom they have pierced, and they ſhall 
+ mqurn for him 1. Truſt and dependence upon 
God, with all that facred homage which is due to 
him, is comprehended in this expreſſion, as in 
Pſal. xxxiv. 5. where the Pſalmiſt affirms, < That they 
* looked unto him, and were lightened.* Indeed, all 
the exerciſes of true godlineſs may be included in con- 


templating God, the perfections of his nature, the 


operations of his providence, and the diſpenſations of 
his grace, when accompanied with ſuitable diſpoſi- 
tions, and a correſponding good conduct. In look- 
ing to him, we ought highly to eſteem him as our 
Maker, who hath formed us with thoſe noble powers 
of which we are poſſeſſed, and conferred upon us the 
ineſtimable benefits that we enjoy. Viewing him in 
this relation, we ought to be filled with ſname and 
remorſe for our ingratitude and diſobedience to him, 
who hath crowned us with loving-kindneſs and ten- 
der mercy; we ought to confide in his goodneſs, to 
obey his precepts, and to ſubmit to his appointments. 
Looking to God then with humility, faith, and'love, 
is the * from whence all true religion takes its 
riſe, and the exerciſe in which it chiefly conſiſts. The 
man then who looketh aright to his Maker, convinced 


of his own indigence and unworthineſs, hath recourſe 


to the merey of God through Jeſus Chriſt ; he ear- 


* Micah vii. 7. f Iſaiah alu. 23, f Zech. xii. 10. 
A . 1 „ 


pardon of fin, for aſſiſtance, protection, comfort, and 
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neſtly implores from him the remiſſion of ſina, hi, 
gracious aid, and the gift of eternal life. With fu, | 
preme affection, he views him as the rock of his fal. 
vation; and, through the whole of life, he cleaves ta 
him ich purpoſe of heart, ſincerely ſolicitous ta walk 
according to the rule of his word. This duty i s * f 
ther explained in the following words: 

And his eyes ſhall have reſpect ta the ry dons 
Iſrael. In lecturing upon al. prophecy, I have had 
repeated opportunities ta ſpeak of the character here 

iven to the Son of God, and therefore J ſhall not 
fo at preſent either to abridge or enlarge what hath 
been ſaid. I only. obſerve, that this deſignation jg. of. | 
ten given him, to expreſs the purity and excellence of 
his nature, by whom Jehovah formed the Jewiſh 
church, and by whom he conducted, inſtructed, and 
protected i it, and in whom he requires to be honoured 
and worſhipped by his people. To this illuſtriaus 
perſon, a man ſhall have reſpect. Unleſs praper re- 
gard is ſhewn to him, we can neither look ta Gad 

aright, nor juſtly expect to be accepted of him, or ta 
Pleaſe him, In every exerciſe af grace, in every 
duty of obedience, in all the acts of deyotion, in all 

the returns of gratitude, profound reſpe& muſt be 

teſtified to the holy Ons af Iſrael. On him a man's 
hopes muſt be — ay ny through him all his 
| homage muſt be preſented to his Maker, and by him 
all his ſervices muſt be rendered acceptable; 1 . 
him, and through him, and to him, — all things, 6 
whom be glory for ever . Look to your Maker, 
my friends, for all the bleſſings that you need; for 


eternal glory. Have reſpect to the holy One of 
Iſrael in all your intercourſe with God, would you 
have abundance of righteouſneſs and ſtrength, and 
the ſeaſonable ſupply of all your neceſſities. To him 
you are n to have reſpect; and to him ihe 
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teſtation our former evil practices. 
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tion and confirmation of the foregoing Fun 
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le of God, in all ages, m looked, and have 
3 aſhameds * : BY. 


8 And he ſhall not wiki to oak rey 6s 


work of his hands, neither ſhall reſpet bat 


which his 1 have made, either the prove 

or the images). | 
he perſon deſcrided, hurling turned to the ring | 
God, ſhall abandon the idolatrous practices to which 
he was formerly addiQted. He ſhall pay no regard to 
the altars, which he had erected to the honour of the 
idols whom he formerly ſerved, and on which facri- 
fices were offered to them. That which his fingers 
have made, is explained i in the next words, to have 
been, either the groves which he planted, to form 
pleaſant places of retirement, where the worſhip of 
idols was performed—or the images that were made 
to repreſent the deities to whom homage was paid.— 
By this prediction, which received its primary ac- 
compliſhnient among the reſidue of the Ephraimites, 
after their country was deſolated by the Aſſyrians, we 
are inſtructed in the high importance of diſcovering 
a proper reſpect for our Maker and Saviour, which 
takes off culpable attention from every other object. 
If once we look to God as we ought, and have a juſt 
reſpect to the holy One of Iſrael, our eſteem will 
be withdrawn from our own performances, and fixed 
upon him who alone can fave us; we ſhall turn away 
our eyes from lying vanities, and e with de- - 


yt 


9.4 In that day ſhall his frong io cities be 28 


forkckbnbotigh, and an uppermoſt branch, whick 
they left, becauſe of the children of Iſrael 1322 


there mall be deſolation. 3 
This and the following verſe, contain | the illoftra- 
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The words now before us, deſcribe the awful judg. 
ment which God was to inflict upon Ephraim, at the 
period to which the prophecy refers. Though their 
— had been already pillaged by the enemy, ſtil! 
there remained a few grapes, which had not been 
gleaned. After ſeveral years however, their cities, 
which were ſignificantly repreſented by fruits which 
had eſcaped the notice of the gatherer, ſhould be az 
a forſaken bough, and y branch. Their 
formerly ſtrong and well-fortified cities were to be 
deſolated, and to become à mere ſolitude, fo as to 
reſemble the bough of a. tree, or the uppermoſt 
branch, after it hath been ſtripped of its leaves and 
fruit. Becauſe of the children of Iſrael; Theſe pre- 
dicted calamities were to be inflicted on account of 
the multiplied and aggravated tranſgreſſions. of the, 
degenerate poſterity of the patriarch Jacob. And 
_ there ſhall be deſolation, greater and more extenſive 
than in any former period; Thus it came to paſs, in 
the ſixth year of the reign of Hezekiah, king of 
Judah, when Shalmaneſer entirely overthrew: and 
deſolated the land of lirael: Wo 


10 Becauſe thou haſt forgotten the God of 
thy ſalvation, and haſt not been mindful of the 
rock of thy ſtrength : therefore ſhalt thou plant 
_ pleaſant plants, and ſhall ſet it with ſtrange flips: 
The reaſon is here ſpecified, which fully juſtifies | 

the execution of the judgments above mentioned. ——- 
Salvation of every kind belongeth unto the Lord: it 


proceedeth not from man, nor from princes; not 


from angels or ſaints, or the idols of the Heathen z but 
from Jehovah alone, to whom all the glory and praife 
ought to be aſcribed. The Iſraelites, who ought ever 
to have been mindful of this important truth, had 
forgotten the mighty One, from whom all their fal- 
vation took its riſe. God had mercifully delivered 
chem out of the land of Egypt, and from the yer 


h 
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of bondage: he wrought falvation for them at the 


dg. 
5 | Red Sea; and often afterward did he reſcue them 
leit ſrom impending dangers which threatened their ruin. 
ſtil! Though he was ſtill ready to be their Saviour in the 
een | time of trouble, they baſely revolted from his Tervice; 
es, "WY they ſhook off the remembrance of his mercies; they 
ch made light of his offered aſſiſtance, and diſcovered - 
| that veneration for falſe gods which was due to the 


true God alone. And haſt not been mindful of the 
rock of thy firength,. or thy ſtrong 2 which hat! 
ſupplied thy manifold neceſſities, which hath been thy 
defence from evil, and thy ſuppdrt in weakneſs. Suck 
ungrateful conduct was highly criminal; attended 
with many heinous aggravations, and juſtly expoſed 

to the righteous judgment of God, who, in this man- 
ner, had been lightly eſteemed. ——Beware, my bre- 
thren, of forgetting the God of your ſalvation, the 
rock of your ſtrength, To you God may juſtly ſay, 

as to his people of old, Have I been a wilderneſs to 
you, or a land of darkneſs?* Hath not all his paths | 
towards you dropt down fatneſs? and hath he not 
been a light and defence to you whitherſoever you 
have gone: Every creatute, every providence, every 


ordinance, is intended to BA God to your remem- 
e brance, who is ever mindful of you. Be not then ſo 
t inſenſible as to forget the God of your ſalvation, leſt 


! you thereby incur. the judgment denounced in the 
| next. f e e 
5 Therefore ſhalt thou plant pleaſant plants, and ſhalt 
ſet it with ftrange lips. As the juſt puniſhment of 
their ſins, the Ephraimites were to be obliged to cul- 
_ tivate and improve their country at much trouble and 
expence, after it had been deſolated by their enemies. 
Thou ſhalt plant it with fruit-trees, with ſhrubs, . 
flowers, and roots; thou ſhalt ſet it with foreign ſlips, 
brought from other countries, labouring hard, that, in 
ſome meaſure, you may repair the ravages made an 
your land by thoſe who invaded it. 
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11 In the day ſhalt thou make thy plant to 
grow, and in the morning ſhalt thou make thy 
ſeed to flouriſh : but the harveſt hall be a heap 
in the day of grief, and of deſperate ſorrow. | 


Ihe ſubject introduced in the preceding - verſe, is 
here continued and illuſtrated. —— The expreſſions 
uſed for this purpoſe plainly intimate, that the utmoſt 
"| aſſiduity and diligence ſhould be employed to promote 
the growth of the plants and ſlips, after they were ſet 
in the ground. They were not to be neglected, like 
the plants of the ſluggard ; nor ſhould any means be 
left untried that might tend to their improvement. 
In the day, and particularly in the morning, the 
Hraelites would endeavour, with the utmoſt vigilance, 
and conſtancy, to cultivate their plants, and the ſeeds | 
which they had ſown, in the hopes of enjoying 'ſimi- 
lar ſuccefs and fruitfulneſs with their fathers, who 
_ reaped in great abundance.——But the, harveſt. ſhall 
be a heap in the day of grief, and of deſperate ſorrow. 
When the fruits of the earth were ripe, and ready to 
be gathered, they were to be collected into heaps, not 
by their proprietors, but by the enemies who invaded 
and defolated their land, that they might either ſerve 
them for prefent uſe, or be afterward carried out of 
the country. Contemplate, in this prediction, the 
evil and danger of fin, and its exact correſpondence - 
with the inſtructions delivered to the progenitors of 
this people, by Moſes, the ſervant of the Lord: 
„Thou ſhalt remember the Lord thy God.—And 
it ſhall be, that if thou do at all forget the Lord 
* thy God, and walk after other gods, and ſerve 
_- © them, and worſhip them, I teſtify againſt you this 
day, that ye ſhall ſurely periſh *——The above pre- 
ditions were accompliſhed, when Tiglath-pilezer, 
king of Aſſyria, whom Ahaz, king of Judea, called 
to his aſliſtance againſt the confederate princes of Sy- - 
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ria and Ephraim, flew the king of Syria, deſtroyed 
Damaſcus, and carried away the inhabitants into 
Aſſyria and Media When he greatly diſtreſſed Pe- 
kah, king of Iſrael, ſpoiled his land, and obtained 

ſſeſſion of the moſt flouriſhing provinces of Gilead 
and Galilee; ſo that the glory of jacob was made 
thin, and the harveſt of Ephraim was gathered. The 
prophecy was afterward completely fulfflled by Shal-⸗ 


maneſer, his ſon, who took Samaria, the capital of 


Ephraim, with other fortified cities, whoſe inhabitants 
he carried away captive, in conſequence whereof the 
land of Iſrael became almoſt a deſart “. A few people 
however were left, who had reſpect to the holy One 


of Iſrael, to whom Heaekiah ſent letters, wherein it 


was thus written; Ve children of Iſrael, turn again 


 * unto the Lord God of Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob, 


* and he will return to the remnant of you, that are 
* eſcaped out of the hands of the kings of Aſſyria. 
And be ye not like your fathers, and like your 
+ brethren, which treſpaſſed againſt the Lord God of 


their fathers, who therefore gave them up to deſo- 


lation, as ye ſee.” 2 Chron, xxx. 6, 7. 


12 Wo to the multitude of many people, 


which make a noiſe like the noiſe of the ſeas; N 


and to the ruſhing of nations, that make a ruſh» 
ing like the ruſhing of mighty waters. Fu 


A new ſubject is here introduced, and continued _ 
in the two remaining verſes of this chapter. The 

prophet now turns his attention to the future fortunes 
of the Aſſyrian army, which he foreſaw, by the ſpirit | 
of prophecy, would affault the kingdom of Judah. 


That great army, which was to march under the com- 
mand of Sennacherib againſt Judea and HR 


was to be compoſed of a multitude of many nations: 
_ viz. the Aſſyrians, the Syrians, the Babylonians, Wc. 


LE 5 
Certain. 


prancing of horſes, the reeling of chariots, and the 
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Certain wo and deſtruction awaited them. The: He, | 

brew word tranflated wo, is ſometimes uſed to excite | 
attention, as in chap. lv, 1. Ho, every one that 
<. thirſteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hal 
© no. money; come ye, buy and eat, yea, come, buy | 
© wine and milk without money, and without price, 
In this ſenſe our prophet uſes the expreſſion, and calls 
to the people, informing them of the certain conſe. 
quence of their raſh and wicked enterpriſe. That na 
miſtake might ariſe concerning the- people intended, 
they are deſcribed by the hideous noiſe which they 
would make in their march toward Jeruſalem,” and 
when lying before that city. The rattling of their 
armour, the ſound of their martial inſtruments, the 


clamour of the troops, were to form a loud and awful 
Noiſe, like that made by the ſea when agitated by a 
ſtorm.——This very numerous army, by their impe- 
tuoſity and ſtrength, were to make a ruſhing ſound, 
like the ruſhing of mighty waters, which run with 
ſuch violence and rapidity, as threatens to carry all 
before them that lies in their way, and, to 9 de. 

ere wherever they come. 


13 The nations ſhall ruſh like the 0 0 
many waters: but God ſhall rebuke them, and 
they ſhall flee far off, and ſhall be chaſed as the 
chaff of the mountains before the wind, and like 
a a rolling thing before the whirlwind. Wo 


| The ſudden confuſion and diſperſion of whe great 
and noiſy multitude, by the rebuke of the Al. 
mighty, is illuſtrated by a beautiful ſimilitude. —— 
When the Moſt High brought the children of Ifrael 
out of Egypt, the waters of the ſea were divided at 
his rebuke. In like manner, at his command, the 

vaſt multitude whereof the Aſſyrian army was com- 
poſed, were to flee far off 1 into a diſtant country, as if 

purſued by an enemy. And fall be chaſed as the 


7 
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. 

He. chaff, &c. The royal prophet, who compares the 

Cite | righteous to a tree planted by a river of water, im 
that mediately adds, That the ungodly are not ſo: but 
jak « they are like the chaff - which the wind driveth , 

buy « away.” Chaff is eaſily diſperſed and blown away by . 

ce, the wind, even in the valley, and in the barn-floorz - 

alls but eſpecially when expoſed on high ground to the 

e. violence of a ſtorm. Aud like a rolling thing (or 

na thiſtle-down, as the word fignifies) before the whirl 


wind, So powerful and violent ſometimes is a whirl: 
wind, that it removes very heavy bodies, and carries - 
them to a conſiderable diſtance. With far greater 
caſe doth it ſnatch away things which are light, and 
have little or no weight, ſuch as the 'thiſtle-down, 
When there is hardly a breath of wind, this rolling 
thing will be moving from place to place. With 
what eaſe and rapidity then muſt it be chaſed away 
by the whirlwind ? By this beautiful image, our pro- 
phet repreſents the violent agitation, the ſudden diſ. 
perſion, and irreſiſtible overthrow. of the Aſſyrian 
army, by the rebuke of Omnipotence. , 


14 And behold, at evening-tide trouble, and 
before the morning he ig not: this ig the portion 
of them that ſpoil us, and the lot of them that 
rob u, %%%. 8 


a The trouble at evening-tide, which is here ſpoken - 
. of, may either refer to the diſtreſs and confuſion 
' which prevailed in the Aſſyrian camp, in that memo- . 
| WH rable night wherein one hundred and eighty-five 
4 thouſand of their army were ſlain, and the remainder, 


filled with conſternation and diſmay, precipitately fed 


to their own country—or to the perplexity and terror 

with which the inhabitants of Jeruſalem were diſtrefſ- _ 

ed, whilſt the Aſſyrians beſieged that city. Atten? 

tively conſider the great affliction which both theſe 

_ Clafles of people mult; have felt at the time now men- 

tioned, and you will not be ſurpriſed that you are 
ER Fl TTV 
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called to contemplate this mournful ſcene. I ſhall 


not attempt to repreſent it: but if you are not loſt to 


feelings of humanity and ſympathy for thoſe in dif. 
treſs, you muſt be deeply affected with the view which 
it exhibits.—— Before the morning he is not. © Great 
part of the vaſt Aſſyrian army were ſlain ; and thoſe 
which' remained, with Sennacherib at their head, 
were not to be ſeen, having fled with the utmoſt ex. 
* pedition to their own land. To this -prophecy the 
following remark 1s ſubjoined, which juſtly deſerves 
att-ntion 2 > . „„ 


This is the portion of them that ſpoil us, &c. ; not 


only of the Aſſyrians, but of all the inveterate ene. 

mies of God's people-in every age, who ſpoil and 
rob them of the important advantages which they 
poſſeſs. The expreſſion may allude to what happens 
at entertainments, where the proviſion 1s divided, and 
every one hath his ſhare or portion. Sudden, unex. 
pected deſtruction is the certain portign and lot of the 
wicked adverſaries of God's people. Death is the 
wages of ſin due to the ſervants of unrighteouſneſs; 
this is the inheritance which belongs to the children 
of wrath and diſobedience. They may often enjoy 
the beſt things of this preſent life: the riches, the 


Honours, and pleaſures of this world may fall into 
their lot. Of theſe, God ſometimes gives them a2 
large ſhare. To Jehu, the fon of Nimſhi, he gave 


the throne and crown of Iſrael, for the ſervices he 


performed in deſtroying the houſe of Ahab. To Ne. 


| buchadnezzar, king of Babylon, he gave the land of 
Egypt; becauſe he wrought for me, ſaith the Lord 
God. By conferring ſuch liberal donations on the 
wicked and unworthy, God is pleaſed to give rich 
diſplays of his exuberant goodneſs and forbearance ; 
he gives them the beſt opportunities of diſcovering 


their real charaQter; he tries the faith and patience. 


of his ſaints, and renders their foes inexcuſable for 


their abuſe of his benefits, and their monſtrous ingra- 


titude. Though, on theſe, and ſimilar accounts, 
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VII. . An 

H ſome ungodly men are, in great meaſure, exempted 

7. | from be pods calamities Which fall to the lot of 
dif thoſe who ſpoil the ſervants of God, yet- death and 
"ns miſery are the heritage which, in due time, ſhall be 
Tar aſſigned them as their portion. To theſe they are 
ofs every moment obnoxious : the thick cloud now hangs 
40 over their heads; and who can ſay how ſoon it may 
* burſt? the decree is paſt, which may be executed ere 


ever they are aware. Deſtruction and miſery are in 


ow their ways: their proſperity becomes a ſnare to them, 

. their glory quickly decays, their increaſe goes into 

oo WH captivity, and they themſelves are often cut off in the 

1 midſt of their days. I conclude at preſent with tze 

1 ſalutary advice of the king of Iſrael: Fret not thy- 8 


* {elf becauſe of evil-doers, neither be thou envious 
* againſt the workers of iniquity. For they ſhall ſoon 
be cut down like the graſs, and wither as the green 
herb. Truſt in the Lord, and do good, fo. ſhalt 

* thou'dwell in the land, and verily thou ſhalt be fed. 
Delight thyſelf alſo in the Lord; and he ſhall give 

« thee the defires of thine heart “. RAC i 


* Plal, xxxvii. 1. et ſe. 
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS, | 
IB ſeveral reſpects, this ſeems to be one of the moſt 
J obſcure prophecies in the whole book of faiah. } 
The ſubje& of which it treats, the people to whom it 
was addreſſed, the perſons who diſpatched the meſſen. 
gers, and the nations to whom they were ſent, the 
deſign of the predictions it contains, and the hiſtgry 
to which it refers, are all douhtful and uncertain. A 
the time this prophecy was delivered, our prophet 
very probably contemplated the mountains nigh to 
Jeruſalem, occupied by the Aſſyrian forces, who there 
erected their ſtandards,” and were preparing to carry 
into execution the hoſtile defigns. of their ambitious 
monarch. At this critical juncture, almighty, God 
was pleaſed to interpoſe in favour of that city, and to 
execute righteous judgment upon the proud, inſulting 
enemy of his people. In this proſpect, he requires 
the Egyptians, who ſtood in awe of the power of | 
Aſſyria, as well as the Jews, to warn other nations, 
by means of ambaſſadors diſpatched- on purpoſe, dil 
gently to obſerve for their inſtruction, the awful di. 
vine judgment which they might expect to be inflicted 
on Aſſyria. The prophetic diſcourſe conſiſts of 
three parts: . Firſt, The determined puniſhment of 
Aſſyria, which is ordered to be publiſhed to the Egyß - 
tians, and by them to other nations, ver. 1, 2, 3.: 
Secondly, The deſcription of the terrible approach 

ing judgments to be executed on the enemies o 
God's people, ver. 4, 5, 6.: And laſtly, The certain 
conſequences with which that calamity was to be ac. H 

companied, ver. 7. According to this hypothefis, I IM... 

proceed to explain the prophecy, which ſeems to have |; 


deen primarily deſigned. to give intimation to the Fo 
Egyptians, of the counſel of God reſpecting the de- o 
ſtruction of their great and powerful enemies, and to "WW. 
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excite them carefully to attend to the promiſed, viſible | 
inerpolition. of No Moſt High in favour. * them 


and the Jewiſh mu. | 


CHAP. XVII. 


WI to the land ſhadowing with wings, 
which ir beyond the rivers of Ethiopia. 


The prophet elegantly deſcribes the country againſt | 
which he genounces wo and deſtruction, by mention- 
ing three peculiar circumſtances that demand atten- 
tion,——lt was a land ſhadowing with wings. Some 
commentators have ſuppoſed, that the prediQtions in 
this chapter are connected with thoſe recorded in the 
three laſt verſes of the preceding chapter, and relate 

to Aſſyria, the ſtretching out of whoſe wings is fpoken 
of in chap. viii. 8. of this book. This opin opinion, how- 
ever, does not appear to be ſo well founded as that 
which ſuppoſes Fo ypt to be the country here intended. 
The land My Epypt is a large plain, bounded on tze 
eaſt and the weſt by ridges * high mountains, which 
almoſt meet together toward the ſouth, and extend 
farther and farther diſtant toward the Mediterranean 
Sea. Theſe two chains of mountains would cover the 
low country which lay near them with very large ſha. 
dows, eſpecially in the mornings and evenings. | Ou 
this account, it might be delineated, a land ſhadowing 
with wings. The 'he Biſhop of London tranſlates the 
Hebrew words, Ho, to the land of the winged cym- 
© bal;” which, he ſays, is.the moſt probable of tbe 
many interpretations that have been given. The 
Egyptians had a muſical inſtrument called a ſiſtum, 
which was of a circular form, having projections on 

each ſide that had ſomewhat the appearance of wings; 
and, as the Hebrews had no name for it in their lan. 
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; they called it the cymbal with wings. From 
ge. they cal and much: uſed inſtrument in the 
land of Egypt, he e thee Tourney eee ihn 


1 * 


£2 A 75 
14 


| deſcription. | 


Which is beyond the rivers 0 e As hes on? 
here tranſlated beyond, ſignifies both on this ſide 2 
on the other ſide, the Saad of this ex 2 | 

certained 


ſomewhat ambiguous, and difficult to be 
I pretend not therefore to determine what country is 


' intended in theſe words, if Egypt is not meant, || 


cannot ſay what were the rivers which our, prophet 
had in view, whether they were the Aſtaboras and 


Aſtapus, or the eaſtern branches of the Lower Nile, 
which bounded Egypt toward Arabia, or | 


the Upper Nile toward Ethiopia; 3 and th Edre! 


leave the matter undecided, and proceed to the third 


article, in the deſcription of the peo 11 of -whom 
Iſaiah here ſpeaks, contained i in the fir mm of the 
next N e ee 99 5 


2 That andech anibaſſidors 6 the 5 oy 


in veſſels of butruſhes upon the waters, ſaying, 
So ye ſwift meſſengers to a nation ſcattered and 
peeled, to a people terrible from their beginning 


hitherto; a nation meted out and trodden don, 


whoſe land the rivers have ſpoiled. 


It is well known, that timber 1 for building 
| ſhips was very ſcarce in Egypt: to ſupply this def, 
' ciency, the Egyptians uſed bulruſhes, or a reed called 
_ Papyrus, of which they made yeſſels fit for failing 
Ships and boats built of this ſort of materials, being 
extremely light, and drawing very, little water, were 


admirably ſuited to traverſe the Nile, along the banks! 


of which there were doubtleſs many moxaſſes and 
ſpoals. They were alſo very convenient and eaf) to 
be managed at the water-falls, where they might be 
i; with. no ore OT to ſmooth, " Fm 
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and then drove in their cattle to tread the ſecd intro 
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Fram ſuch circumſtances as theſe, we may conclude, 


that they would fail exceeding faſt, and da v _ 
ſpeedy conveyance vf all kinds of pros oy from | 
m ER 


one part of the country to another, and 11 

to neighbouring nations. In them therefore ar | : 
dors, or meſſengers, were often ſent to different places 
with various kinds of information, after having re- | 
ceived their orders in terms ſuch as theſe : Go ge ſtuiſt 
meſſengers; ye travellers, ye merchants, ye agents of 
common fame, who uſually convey the news of one 
place to another, and ye who on this occaſion maꝝ be 
eſpecially appointed to this office. Ve are commanded _ 
to publiſh the declaration made by the propfiet Haiah 
throughout all E ypt, yea, to the whole world. In 


the next words, there is a juſt and variegated deſerip- 


tion of Egypt, whoſe inhabitants were diſperſed into 
every quarter of that rich country, reſiding in the vaſt 


numbers of towns and villages with which it every 


where abounded. The nation is likewiſe deſctibed 
as peeled, or ſmoothed; probably referring to the 


practice of ſhaving off the hair from their ſkin, or to 


the ſmoothneſs and plainneſs of the country, occa- 


ſioned by the overflowings of the Nile. à peaple 


terrible from their beginning hitherto, on account of 
their very grim and black appearance, and the prodi- 


gious armies which they ſent forth to battle againſt . 


their enemies. This character they retained from the 
early period wherein they had been formed into a na- 


tion, through every ſtage of their exiſtence is a. 


people. nation meted out. This expreſſion maß 
refer to the frequent neceſſity of having recourſe to 
menſuration of the lands in Egypt, in order to deter- 8 
mine the boundaries of the many proprietors and poſ- 


- ſefſors of grounds] alter the inundatiangof the Niles! |: | 
And pa. 1 may allude to a Pane 3 | 


kind, of huſbandry uſed among the Egyptians, after | 


the Nile had retired within its banks, and the ground |. - 


had become ſomewhat dry: they ſowed their land, 


- 
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the "PT hs a eaſy proceſs, without farthe 
labour, was all that the Egyptians thought necellar 
for them to do, to give them the expeQation ofa 
| plentiful crop in harveſt, ——Pho/e land the river 
Saus ſpoiled; having had no ſufficient defence to a 
ect it from the encroachments of the water, by os - 
it was often covered. It has been ſaid, that che Hs 
brew word rendered /þoiled, ſignifies alſo nouriſhed; 
and, according to this ſenſe, the expreſſion may de. 
note the happy effects experienced i in Egypt from the 
inundations of the Nile, which gave richneſs and fer: | 
tility to the ſoil. Such is the deſcription of the land 
and nation hom our r paegins requireth, with the ut 
moſt expedition, to ſpread the news of the divine 
1 inflicted upon Aſſyria through their own 
- kingdom, my How wa W they ad _=y com 
merce. an 


3 All ye e infigbitants of the world, and. del 
ers on the earth, ſee ye, when he lifteth up an 
enſign on the mountains; and when he N | 


24 arenen BY 


a trumpet, hear Ye. 
| Intimation is here given to 3 nations of the conh m 
to expect the downfal of the Aſſyrian empire, and a Wl pr 
univerſal invitation is directed to all. to con · to 


template this aſtoniſhing event. The ſeaſon i in whicki, .- 
this wonderful ſpectacle was to be exhibited, is 3 | 
_— When he, the king of Aſfyria, liftet | 
an enſign upon the mountains of Judea, and pd og | 
ſiege to the city Jeruſalem, be ye prepared to view the WM ar 
eee of the threatened judgment upon the Af. pe 
8 army. When he bloweth the trumpet, with Wl i 
hoſtile Leden of marching his troops againſt the WW ar 
metropolis of Judea, be ye ready to receive the zc· Wl to 
count of his total. overthrow, of which you ſhall very. oy 
| ſoon after be informed, for the news of f this extra- in 
ordinary awful diſpenfation ſhall be circulated. with ul 
wy ran; Mr ol us JORGE. that we m. 


have 


demanded. As it is uently placed fu in 
view in this proph us alwa 7 — ti in 
ical li as det med to teach us ſome ii 


derive from it. The words of Jeſus Chriſt to his dif- 


po — with the call directed to us in this 
1 ye your ſouls. And when ye' ſhall 


that jk deſolation f is nigh. —For theſe be the 
© days of vengeance, that al monroe wee 
a "0p be ful led. pd 
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This and the two followin „, culatiy re- 
late to the very terrible puni Weg h Oed was 
about to infli& upon the enemies of his 7 as 2 
memorable inſtance of his juſtice and ſeverity, The 


Iwill take my reft, faith the Lord; plainly intimating, 
that he bach the moſt perfect _ cen Ao of himſelf, 
and always poſſeſſes the moſt un 


pen in the world: that, in this ſtate of we 
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and their haughry, powerfal enemies, whom he 


> 


F 
. 


maenfcenoez where he OY viſible "majeſty and 


2 1 1 


Y dere no connetion with the great event to which e 
attention of all EEE : 


ant, uſeful leſſons, which we ought to be ſolleitous to. 


ciples, recorded Luke zxi. 19, '20. 22; erat wn ap ann _ | 
S254 


eruſaletn compaſſed with armies, then know 


4 For to the Loty ad unto o me 1 will taks 
my reſt, and I will conſider in my dwellings 
place like a clear heat upon herbs, and like a 
cout of dew in the beat of have. „ 


prophet ſolemnly declares, that Jehovah had revealed 
to him what he had ſpoken, and what he was about 
farther to deliver ref; NEE this intereſting rn 00 | 


can 
amidſt all the commotions'and convulſions whic 
ſerenity, © he would not interpoſe between his ple, , |. | 


to allow to proceed in their hoſtile deſigns” to heir. ; 
own derade I will conſider i in my dwell. \ 
in ing-plaze Heaven is the dwelling-place of the Lord, 

e he, in a peculiar manner, reſides in ſenfible 


_ 
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glory; and where his ſervants ſerve him without in. 
terruption, and without end. From this habitation, .! 
he looketh down upon all the inhabitants of the earth, ! 
all whoſe words and actions, and even their ve 
thoughts and purpdſes, he ditecteth and controllet 
at his pleaſure. From thence, ſaith God, I willyjew, 
with the utmoſt attention, all the deſigns and move. 
ments of the proud enemies of my church, that I M 
ſeaſonably appear to fruſtrate their inimical intentions, 
and to ſecure the ſafety and comfort of the objects of 
my paternal care. If the Hebrew words are tranſ. 
lated, as in the margin of ſome Bibles,” I will regard | 
my ſet dwelling; the ſenſe is changed; but the mean- 
ing is good. The dwelling. is not then the plate from 
whence God beholds what is done upon earth, but 
the object which he-gratiouſly regards and conſiders; 
namely, Zion and Jeruſalem, which he deſired for his 
habitation. Speaking of Zion in Pſa]. xxxii. This 
© js my reſt, faith he, for ever: here will I dwell, fot 
© I have deſired it.” Over this place of his reſideiice, 
he declared, that his heart and his eyes ſnould be con- 
L.ile @ clear heat upon herbe, or after tain; as in the 
margin. All the dark clouds being diſperſed; andthe 
ſky become clear and ſerene, the-: heat then revives the 
precious fruits of the earth, cauſes them to ſpring 
quickly, and to grow up to maturity. In like min. 
ner, the Nea regard and diſtinguiſhing favour 
which God often diſcovered for Zion, eſpecially after 
he had ſhowered down judgments upon their enemies, 
and particularly after he puniſhed Aſſyria, ſhould be 
moſt refreſhing and comfortable to them that feared 
his name among the Jews. And like a doud f 
dete in the heat of harveſt, which eools the air, and 
nouriſhes the corns, and, 3 reſpects, E 
the 
ifyl 


both acceptable and uſeful. By this ſimilitude, 

. kindneſs of God toward Jeruſalem, and his mereiful 

interpoſition in behalf of its inhabitants, are beauti- 
fully illuſtrated, in a way ſuited to the meaneſt 7 
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city. At the ſeaſon referred to, God would afford 
them the moſt defirable refreſhment, which was to be | 
productive of their real advantage and conſolation. 
The prophet David uſes the ſame compariſon, when 
foretelling the happineſs of the Meſhah's kingdom: : 
And it ſhall be as the light of the morning, wren 
the ſun riſeth, even a morning without clouds; as 
« the tender graſs ſpringing out of the earth by clear 
+ ſhining after rain“. Such was the gracious regard 
which God was to manifeſt for his peculiar people, in 
the time of their greateſt perplexity and danger, when Ds 
environed by their etemies, Ho TINY ns 
5⁵ 5 For afore the harveſt when the bud is per= 
fet, and the ſour: grape is ripening in the 
flower; he ſhall both cut off the ſprigs with 
pruning-hooks, and take away and cut down the 
branches, „„ Cog Tl et wor CP ann 


The prophet now repreſents, in beautiſul, figur. 
tive language, in what manner God would act toward 

the enemies of his people, who were deſtined to de- 
ſtruction. The nation who was the ſubject of this 
prediction, is elegantly compared to à vine, after it 
hath budded and flowered, and the ſour grapes have 
begun to ripen, prognoſticating the approach of a 
plentiful vintage. In this promiſing condition, the 
vine is violently deſtroyed; its larger branches and 
ſmaller ſhoots, laden with ſour grapes, are broken 
down, and left a prey to the birds of heaven, and the 
beaſts of the earth, as mentioned in the next verſe. 
The Aſſyrian nation, which is elſewhere compared to 
a cedar, is doubtleſs meant by the vine, whoſe condi- 
tion is here deſcribed. Under the emblem of a'vine; 
producing buds, flowers, and ſour. grapes, is repre- 

| ſented the particular ſtate of that people, whoſe'coun- © 
| ks and hoſtile deſigns againſt, Jeruſalem were advan- , 
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gel of the Lord, as above repreſented, were ſo very 
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eing to maturity, and approaching 
when they expected to attain the end they bad in 
view. At this critical juncture, when they mag, = 
to have ſoon reaped the harveſt of their labours, 


— 


moſt high God cut off both the And the 

branches; and, by one terrible ſtroke, killed both 

eat and ſmall in their numerous army, and for ever 

4 them of all expectations of ſucceſs in the 

ſcheme which had been formed. When every thing 

wore a promiſing 49 urge” of terminating in the 
e 


accompliſhment of their wiſhes, all their pots 
were diſappointed, and their deſigns fruſtrated.” At 
once they were diveſted of their beauty and ſtrength, 


and reduced to a-miſerable, forlorn condition, which 
4s farther deſeribed in the following words 
6 They ſhall be left together unto the fowl | 
of the mountains, and to the beaſts of the earth + 
and the fowls ſhall ſummer upon them, and all | 
the beaſts of the earth ſhall winter upon them. 


The dead bodies of the Affyrians, flain by the an. . 


goes rn jy wwe 


numerous, that they could not poſſibly be interred ; 
and therefore were to remain without burial, for food 
to the fowls of the mountains, and the beaſts of the 
earth. Both the young, who were ſignified by the 
ſprigs, and the anore robuſt and advanced, intended 
by the branches of the vine, being cut off together, en 
were to be left in the open fields, to become prov WM 
fion for the fowls of heaven in the ſummer-time, and on 
for the beaſts of the earth in the winter-ſeaſon.——. | 
Contemplating this extraordinary event, we may juſtly. 
adopt the words of Job: Is not deſtruction to the we 


of iniquity ? Whilſt they vainly flatter themſelves ra 
with the hopes of proſperity and feli ity, unexpected, | 


* Job. xxxi. 3. at itable 
e - inevitable 


56 the terror, as well as the merey of the Lord, we 


ance, and carefully to avoid thoſe criminal purſuits 
whereby you might bring yourſelves into the wretch- 
ed condition - forcibly deſcribed b Eliphaz; the Te. 
manite: The wicked. man travelleth with ou all 
his days: —A dreadful ſound is in his ears; 

f ſperity the deſtroyer. ſhall come upon bins 

© waited for of the ſword.— Irouble and anguiſh fall 
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& am ready to the battle.“ 


ine the LorD' of hoſts, of a people ſcattered 


„ 


trodden under foot; whoſe land the rivers have 


of hoſts, the mount Zion: pot 


quences that were to follow the treinendows udgment 
which all the inhabitants of the earth were invited to 
behold. The Egyptians particularly, who were to 
enjoy great benefſts from the N awful 
event, were thereby to cotne to the knowledge 55 Bl. 
one true God; they were to Join themſelves 
church; and to conſecrate their all to his honour 124 
ſervice. — that time (or, aftet that time, as as the 
words ſignify) ſhall The preſent he . brought unto. 1 
Lord of hoſts. The p Per Tk of thoſe ee 


rary gifts which perſons, N 3 Tape me, BRL 
2s . Joh. xv. 20. et TY 
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perſuade: you to break off your iniquities by — ; 


© make him afraid; they ſhall prevail a a as, 


- Tin that t time ſhall the Salk be brotight” 


and peeled, and from a people terrible from their 
beginning hitherto; a nation meted ont and 


ſpoiled, to the place bf the name of * IN, ; 


Theſe words prefertt ts view, the 1 * 


n. - PROPHECIES 08 iS. 1 
inevitable deſtruction ſuddenly ſeixes upon Raney | 
How often, in the moſt awful manner, — te 


Lord laid the axe of puniſhment to the root of tranſ-. 
greſſors, and cut down both root and branch! Know- 


Youth * EW 2 . 
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lence, were to offer to Jehovah, as teſtimonies; of-re; MW 
yerence and reſpect; and thoſe free-will offerings, 
whereby they were to do homage to the God of 
Iſrael, to demonſtrate their faith, love, and ſubjechion 
to him, who doth, in the armies of heaven, and among 
the inhabitants of the earth, whatſoever he pleaſeth 
Of a people ſcattered, &c. The ſame character which 
was given of the Egyptians in verſe ad, is now repes 
ed. What was there ſaid on this ſubject, may ſerve 
now to aſſiſt you in underſtanding who were the 
people that are here intended. The preſent was 
to be brought 10 the place of the name of the Lord of 
ho/ts, the mount Zion; to the church of the living 
God, where his great name is invoked and cele- 
brated, where his word is publiſhed, his ordinances 
are adminiſtered, where, in a peculiar manner, he te. 
fides, and affords his gracious preſence and entiching 
bleſſing to his ſervants. As 1 ſhall have occaſion to 
treat this ſubje& more fully in the next chapter,, | 
_ conclude at preſent with a few ſhort remarks, reſpet: : 
ing the accompliſhment. of the ads qe. predictions. 
I This prophecy was fulfilled by the well-known me. 
morable fact, which I have had occaſion frequently to 
mention in our progreſs through this ſacred book, 1 
mean the wonderful overthrow of the Aſſyrian army. 
The haughty Affyrian monarch having gone into 
Egypt with part of his troops, to diſtreſs that kifg-- 
dom, on his.return, having advanced to Jeruſalem, 
erected his ſtandards, and blew his trumpets, on the 
mountains of Judea, meditating the total deſtruction of 
fijts metropolis. Whilſt he was expecting ſoon to en- 
joy the completion of his hopes, God, who, at all 
times, exerciſes paternal care over his people, ſeemed 
to take reſt, and to allow the ſcheme, projected by 
their enemies, to. be carried into execution without 
. moleſtation. In this emergency, he looked down 
from heaven with kind affection, and beholding his 
dwelling place in imminent danger of being demo- 
' liſhed, © determined at once to cut off the inſolent 
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invaders of the ci called by his name, and to im- 
part reviving ſolaticn: to his anxious, dej 

people By the terrible ſlaughter of one hundred and | 


eighty- fire thouſand of the Aſſyrian forces 1 
Ts were all their mighty men of valour, the leaders 


and captains, he ſaved Jeruſalem, he delivered his dia: 


conſolate ſervants, and reſcued the E from "SEE. 


that oppreſſive power which threaten their ruin. 


This aſtoniſhing deliverance was attended with many 


important conſequences ; and, among others, "the 


Egyptians, though extremely addicted to ſuperſtition 
and idolatry, filled with gratitude for this very extra- 
ordinary interpoſition of divine providence, publicly 

honoured and worſhipped the God of Iſrael, — 


brought him preſents to Jeruſalem. Princes came 
out of Egypt, becauſe of God's temple at Jeruſalem, 
and brought preſents unto him: Ethiopia ſtretehed 


out her hands unto God. Sing unto God, ye king - 


doms of the ea nb; O ſing 7 unto o the e N 
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| PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.” Pies | 
If ER. 
"i HE fifth diſcourſe, compmebended-1 in the d 
part of this book, on which we now enter, deli. 
neates 5 future fortunes of the ancient and reo 
| 2 kingdom of Egypt. The diſcourſe. conſiſts of two. } 
parts. The firſt cantains an elegant deſcription! of 
| dhe great calamities that were to befal the Egyptians, * | 
v whereby their power was to be conſiderably abridged. 
| The ſecond exhibits a pleaſing view of their reſtors · 
—ſſiioon from that enfeebled condition into a mort pto- 
ſperous ſtate, Wherein they ſhould begin to imbide | 
the knowledge of the true God, as a happy prepara· 
tive to their future conyerſion to him, and: t in 
and obedience of the promiſed Meſſah.—— Under | 
the firſt article, after the inſcription, the prophet re | 
counts the various evils Which. were to kappen to the 
Egyptians, ver. 1.—4. : of this ſort were, inteſtine” 
wars, bad counſel, and ſubjection to a tyrannical | 
prince. The dangerous - conſequences reſulting 
from theſe evils are next mentioned, ver. 5. 10. 
among which were, general ſorrow and lamentation, 
and the diminution of the waters of the Nile.— : - 
The ſources. of all theſe calamities are then pointed 
out to have been the want of good advice, the 38 | 
dity of their princes, and the prevailing perverfity ol 
ſpirit among the people, ver. 11.17. Under the 
ſecond article, is exhibited the grace of God, and his } 
| kindneſs to that people, in communicating to them 
the knowledge of true religion, which is ſignified by 
their ſpeaking the language of Canaan, and ſwearing 
to the Lord, &c. ver. 18, 19, 20. The cauſes from 
whence chis immenſe benefit proceeded, are next de Ml * 
lineated; and the remarkable effects with which 4 
ſhould be accompanied, are ſpecified, ſuch as agree. 
able intercourſe among the people of God, and their | 
' enjoyment of his enriching bleſlirg, ver. 21. to end 
Ly ag ED This PRO feems deſigned to, 


; teach 
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teach the church; that the God of Iſrael preſides over 3 

| all human affairs: that all events, whether.proſperoug / 1 

or adverſe, which befal kin doms and em 1 2s well | 

as individuals; are and — by his wil.” _ . 
dom and righteouſneſs, ſo as ex 20, 8 75 bid - Woo, 
counſel and purpoſe; that, amidit all Pe 5 
that happen among the nations, the Adem — duty. 

of the ſaints conſiſts, in obſerving the all⸗directing 

hand of Jehovah, and in attending to his diſpenſa · 

tions, which ſerve to unfold his counſels, to explain 

the deſigns of his providence, and to accompliſh the 

predictions delivered by the prophets. As the fulfil 

ment of prophecy bears Nr to the veracity of 

God, the Goyernor- of the world and the church, ſo 

i demonſtrates the divine authority of the prophet 

who delivered it, whoſe doctrine therefore Sande 

the moſt cordial belief. ——-This diſcourſe was allo 

well adapted to convince the Egyptians, to whom i 

might be publiſhed, of thoſe heinous crimes: whereby: 

— had "exppliit themſelves to awful judgments; 1 

of this ſort were, their deteſtable ſuperſtition nd 

idolatry; their intolerable pride and confidence in 

their own wiſdom, riches, and ſtrength. To all 

which I may add, that it was admirably ſuited to 
conſole the minds of the y, then expecting te 
kingdom of the Meſſiah, who were thereby tau . to 

look forward to the future converſion of the 

flans to hk wb and deen of the word @ God, F 
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Tus bunden of Egypt. Behold, the 1% . 
rideth upon a ſwift cloud, and ſhall one 
into Egypt, and the idols of Egypt. ſhall be 9 
moved at his preſence, and the heart of f Egypt 5 5 

ſhall melt in the malt of it, e V 
4 5 : a e 
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The burden of Egypt. No one kingdom in the Wofd 


tants, and of aſtoniſhing works performed y Lbou 


dictions delivered in this chapter, the country beten 
the poſterity of Iſrael were detained in bondage, the 


old, and frequently mentioned in ſcripture, I ſhall 
make a few remarks on the ſeveral articles now men. 
tioned.—— The kingdom was probably founded by 
Mizraim (the Hebrew name of Egypt), who was the 


ter the creation of the world, and from him derived 
its name. Such was the furpriſing fertility of its , 
\ . ' ſoil, that the ſame land is faid to have yielded three , 
or four different crops in one year. It produced great | 


Horſemen, and people without number. It * te 
comprehended a prodigious number of cities, whi f 
Lontained an almoſt incredible multitude of inhabi- 2 


b 6 7 F 


1 4 


The following prophecy' bears the inſcription od 


al 


hath boaſted more of its antiquity, of the fertility of 
its ſoil, of its natural fortifications, of the number, 
he riches, the wiſdom, and ingenuity of its inhabi. 


«- 
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and art, than Egy t. As it is the ſubject of the pr. 


theatre upon which God diſplayed his wofnders of 


ps on ws 


grandſon of Noah, about eighteen hundred years al. 
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plenty of the moſt excellent fruits; and ſo/rich were p 
the paſtures, that they ſoon fed the cattle to a large 


ſize. Such were the immenſe crops of corn that grew 4 
in the country, that the very numerous inhabitants 1 
were not only plentifully fopplied, but vaſt quantitie WW .* 
were exported to the great cities of Rome and Con- 
ſtantinople. Egypt, which was ſtrongly fortißed 0 
both by nature and art, kept continually in pay, anc { 
ready for actual ſervice, four hundred thouſand welk 1 
diſciplined troops. More than double that numbet were 
raiſed on ſome emergencies. Shiſhak went up ö Je. 3 
ruſalem with twelve hundred chariots, ſixty thouſand W *? 


tants. Some hiſtorians have affirmed, that there were : 
once twenty thouſand inhabited cities in Egypt . W . 
This country was conſidered by the ancients, à8 the 0 
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the ſource from whence the arts and ſciences derived 
their origin. Moſes, the ſervant of the Lord, is therg. 
fore celebrated in ſcripture; as having been learn i 


all the wiſdom of the Egyptians ——The magnificent 


ſtrike the beholders'with wonder, diſplayed the kill, - 
the riches, and abilities of thoſe 8 lanned and 

executed them. What a grand city muſt Thebes have 
been, which is celebrated for having had a hundred 
gates, from each of which it could have ſent out ten 


Faß Fs FK 


lace, having in, it a hall ſupported by one hundred 
and twenty pillars, ſix fathoms round, and propor- 
tionably high! One of the pyramids built in Egypt, 
is ſaid to have had a ſquare baſe, each ſide of Which 


5 A 


the amazing height of ſeventy- ſeven fathoms, witn 
ſtones that were thirty feet in length. According to 

ſome writers, each ſide was eight hundred feet broad, 
and as many high. The labyrinth was an, aſtonjſh- 


larly diſpoſed, and communicating with each other, 
in which were fifteen. hundred rooms, ranged round 
twelve great halls,” and yr, like number f 
buildings under ground. Theſe 

of Egyptian grandeur.— Of all the wonders in 
Egypt, the greateſt is the river Nile, whoſe waters 


and arri the want of rain, by bringing in the wa- 
ters of other countries. This famous river, 'which 


progreſs, by the great rains-whi ch Bll, at den fea | : 
ſons, in the countries through which it paſſes, and 
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he ters, begins to riſe about the middle of June, increaſes 
77 until the end of September, and then gradually de- 
15 creaſes during October and November, after which 
ot T 


\ 


moſt renowned ſchool for wiſdom and learning, and 


pyramids, temples, palaces, and the labyrinth, which 25 8 
adorned this kingdom, the remains of which ſtit 


thouſand fighting men; ahd wherein there was a pa- 
meaſured one hundred and ten fathoms, and raiſed to; 


ing pile of building, containing twelve palaces regu: 


are a, few ſpecimens 
cover the whole country, by its regular inundations, _ 


takes its riſe in Abyſſinia, being much ſwelled in its | 


having received large acceſhons from different quar 
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it returns to its own channel. | The inundationg riſe 
commonly to the height of about twenty-four feet! 
upon the low grounds. The fruitful part of Egypt is | 


one long vale, through the midit of which runs the 
Nile, bounded on each ſide to the eaſt and weſt by: 


long chain of mountains.——Such is the land of 
Egypt, of which this prophecy is called The burden. 
The predictions which it contains, of fevere calamity + 
that were to befal that kingdom, would, no doubt, be 
very diſtrefling to our prophet when he delivered 
them. and looked forward to their accompliſhment; | 


and they would be ſtill more grievous and afflifing 


to that people, who were obliged to hear and to.ful: | 


_ tain them. 


| Behold the Lord tideth wpoti & favift cloud, dc. The 

ſupreme Governor of the univerſe. is here intro: 
duced; going into Egypt with the utmoſt ſpeed, and 
the effects of his advent are deſcribed;——Though ! 
the moſt high God is at all times every where pre. 


ſent, he is, in ſcripture· language, ſaid to come into 2 


place, where he. gives 1 proofs of his preſence, 
is majeſty; - mercy, or 
juſtice. Hence he is ſaid to have deſcended in a 
cloud, to promulgate his law to the children of Iſrael |; 
at mount Sinai; and, at the end of the world, the 
Son of God will come in the clouds, to execute judg-- * 
ment on all nations. The expreſſion before us; hath | 
a manifeſt alluſion to the conduct of a prince; who; 
having received intelligence of certain enormous 
crimes being committed in ſome diſtant part of his | 
dominions, immediately goes thither in perſon, that 


by remarkable diſplays of 


he may. ſpeedily put a flop to the inſults that have 
been offered to his authority, and execute vengeance 


upon the guilty. For ſimilar purpoſes, the King of 3 
P gunty P . 535 55 
gypt, upon a ſwijt 


nations is repreſented riding into 


cloud. How magnificent the idea conveyed by 


theſe words, of the divine Majeſty riding upon the 


heavens, making the clouds his chariots, and walking 
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upon the wings of the wind “. At his approach, the 


moſt powerful kingdoms of the world are filled with - 
diſmay. and terror. The expreſſion plainly intimates, 


the perfect knowledge that God hath of all human 
affairs; that he clearly obſerved the pride, the ſuper» 
ſition, and wickedneſs of the Egyptians, which called 
for righteous vengeance from heaven. It likewiſe. 
ve inſtructive warning, that the time of rer © 3 
offering patience being expired, he would quickly 


bring upon the Egyptians, unexpected, irrefiſtible, 


awful judgments, which their ſins deſerved, and prove 
a ſwift witneſs againſt them. — e 
And the idols of Egypt ſhall be maved at his pręſence. 
Of all nations, the Egyptians were the moſt abandoned 
to the groſſeſt ſuperſtition and idolatry. They uni- 
verſally adored Afiris and Iſis, which are ſuppoſed to 


have been the ſun and moon. Beſides theſe gods, 


and images made with hands, they worſhipped ſeveral - 
kinds of beaſts, ſuch as the ox, the dog, the cat, Wc 
So great was their reſpect for theſe animals, that, in 


the time of a ſevere famine, rather than feed upon | 


any of them, they choſe to eat human fleſh. At the 
divine preſence, the idols of the Egyptians ſhould fall 
down, like Dagon before the ark of Jehovah. ' When 


God was to appear, executing righteous judgment 


upon that people, the deities which they honoured, 
being utterly unable to afford them the aſſiſtance that 
they expected, were to tremble, in dread. of the 
threatened calamities ; they were to be removed from 


the places they occupied, and to be deprived of he 


reſpect formerly ſhewn them. Ard. the heart 0 
e ſhall melt in the miqſt it. The hearts of the 
mo 


valiant and courigeous- among them were to 


fail, and to melt like wax before the fire, terrified at x, 


the impending judgments which threatened their de- ; 


ſtruction. In this fenſe. the phraſe is often uſed in 
ſeripture, as in Deut. xx. 8. where the officers were 
Vol. II. - &. - © oo 


ordered to ſpeak thus unto the people of Iſrael, when 
they went out to battle: What man is fearfyl and 


_ + faint-hearted, let him go and return to his hovſe, 
© leſt his brethrens heart faint (or melt) as well a; 


c his heart.” At the approach of the predicted cala. 
mities, not only were the idols to be removed, but the 


Egyptians themſelves, unable to make any effeQul 
reſiſtance, were to become extremely anxious and ti. 
mid. 


„ 


5 buchadnezzar marched into that . Ihe ap- 
proach of that haughty, powerful monarch would, no 
doubt, overwhelm the Egyptians with fear and dread; 


and, on his entering the country, their idols would 


be contemned and aboliſhed. It was more fully ac- 
compliſned afterward; when Cambyſes invaded Egypt, 

killed the bulls which were worſhipped led the 
_ temples of the ludicrous images to which the inhabi 


2 And I will ſet the Egyptians againit. the 


Egyptians: and they ſhall fight every one 
againſt his brother, and every one againſt hig 


neighbour; city againſt. city, and kingdom 
„„ LE, 4 ; 


_ againſt kingdom. 1 


In this verſe, a civil war is foretold to ariſe in Egypt, 
whereby the kingdom was to be greatly diſtracted, 
and divided into factions. The calamities which 
were to befal the Egyptians, ſhould be occaſioned, 
not by foreign invaſion only, but alſo, by inteſtine 
commotions. One part of the inhabitants were to 


_ _ a& in hoſtility againſt the other; even thoſe who 


were moſt intimately connected by the ties of blood, 
as brothers, and by local ſituation, as neighbours. 
Laying aſide brotherly kindneſs, and the offices of 

good neighbourhood, one individual would prove - 
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—This prophecy, with the predictions deliver. | 
ed by Jeremiah and Ezekiel, reſpecting the deſtruc- 
tion of the idols of Egypt, were fulfilled, when Ne. 
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tants did homage, and then demoliſhed them 
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mical to another . one city, and one kingdom, would 


455 


fle up againſt another. This terrible calamity, o 


civil diſcord and contention, was to diffuſe itſelf 


through the whole empire, and to be one mean of 
bringing it to deſolation.—This prediction was 
verified in the days of Manaſſeh, king of Judah. 
Though, prior to that period, Egypt was but one 
kingdom, governed only by one prince, yet, after the 


death of Sethon, the people diſagreeing about the ſuc- 


ceſſion, they continued near two years in a ſtate of 


anarchy, during which time great diſorders aroſe 


among them. After this period, twelve of the princi- 

pal noblemen determined to ſeize upon the kingdom; 

to divide it into ſo many parts, of which each of them 
was to preſide over one. Having governed the kings 


dom upon this plan for about fifteen years, the princes 


differed among themſelves, and excluded one of their 
number from the government; who, collecting toge= 
ther an army, fought and conquered the other eleven 
| princes, and reigned over the whole country. 


z And the ſpirit of Egypt ſhall fail in the 
midſt thereof; and I will deſtroy the counſel 
thereof: and they ſhall ſeek to the idols, and to 


the charmers, and to them that have familiar 
ſpirits, and to the wizards: Nan 


Theſe civil diſcords among the Egyptiatis, and the 
contentions of citizens, were to be accompanied with - 
the want of wiſdom and counſel, which were requiſite _- 


to direct them in various perplexing eircumſtantes. 


Though they were highly renowned for erudition ; 
and learning, ſo that philoſophers, from different 
countries, went thither for their improvement in 


knowledge yet, at the time to which this prophecy 


referred, their wiſdom and ability to give counſel 

vere to be greatly impaired, That ſpirit by which 

* See Rollin's Hiſtory of the Kings of Egypt: 3 5 
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they had acquired great celebrity ſhould fail, like 
brooks of water during the drought of e ſo as 

never more to be conſpicuous. And they ſhall ſeth 
10 the idols, &c. with which the land every v 
abounded; and to the charmers, who fed oi incanta. | 
tions and enchantments. And to them that have fa. | 
miliar ſpirits, &c.; to magicians, ſorcerers, and con. 
jurers, with wtiom they frequently conſulted in diff. + 
cult caſes, and in whoſe wiſdom and ſkill they had 

much confidence. To perſons of theſe deſcriptions, 
they were to have recourſe for advice in their divided, 

| perplexed circumſtances, that they might be directed 
in what manner they ought to conduct themſelves,— 

Mere it neceflary here to adduce hiſtorical _ | 
they might eaſily. be brought to ſhew, that the Egyp- 
tians were actually reduced to this diſtreſſed condition 
before that Cambyſes, with his army, entered thei 
country. I ſuppoſe it ſufficient at 1 to > 

$ mentioned this circumſtance. | | 


1 


Hi And the Egyptians will I give © over into 

the hand of a cruel lord; and a fierce king ſhall 
rule over them, ſaith the Lord, the 99 of 
Hhoſts. 


The oppreſſion of 1 by a 3 prince; is 
- foretold in this verſe.- This is the greateſt and 
moſt grievous calamity of any that hath yet been 
mentioned. The word tranſlated give over, fignifie 
alſo to hut vp, as it is rendered in the margin; and 
emphatically expreſſes the abje& manner in which the 
Egyptians, were to be ſubjected to the power of the 
_ cruel, arbitrary prince, who is here intended. He 
would rigorouſly rule over them; and treat them with 
ſuch ſeverity and cruelty, that his tyrannical opprel- | 
ſion was to be felt as a heavy divine judgment ——lt 
is unneceſſary to enlarge. This cruel lord, and fierce 
. king, was probably Plammiticus, who became ſo very 
| » obnoxious to — 3 A: his rapacity and WW 
| n | 
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violence, that two hundred thouſand. of his ſoldiers 


are ſaid to have deſerted, and to have gone into. 


Ethiopia—or thePerſian princes, Cambyſes and Ochus, _ 


who are reported to have been imperious, cruel kings. 
Theſe laſt-mentioned ſubdued the Egyptians, and re- 
duced them to a ſtate of ſervitude and vaſſalage. To - 
give the utmoſt certainty and ſtability to this declara- 
tion, it is ſolemnly ratified by the faithful God, the 
Lord of holts. ' „ N 


5 And the waters ſhall fail from the ſea, and 
the river ſhall be waſted and dried up. 

The above-mentioned calamities were to be attend - 
ed with a very conſiderable diminution of the waters 
of the Nile, which were highly neceſſary to the ferti- 
lity of the ſoil, and the proſperity of the country. 
The vaſt confluence bf waters, which, through the 


. overflowing of the Nile, covered the land of Egypt, 


diſcharged themſelves into the ſea. In dry ſeafons, 

when the inundation did not riſe above eighteen, in- 
ſtead of twenty-four feet, a famine was dreaded ; and, 
after the waters were conveyed, by various ways, into 
the country, and diſpoſed of with great care, that all 
the inhabitants might ſhare in the beneſit, it is ſup- 
poſed, that a tenth part of them did not reach the 
ſea. In this manner the prediction before us was ful- 
filled; the river was waſted and dried up, on which 
depended both the trade and fertility of Egypt. A great 
drought, which was to be followed with a ſcarcity of 


proviſions, is the judgment threatened in theſe words. 


6 And they ſhall turn the rivers far away, Fi 
and the brooks of defence ſhall be emptied and 


dried up: the reeds and flags ſhall wither. 


In this and the next four verſes, are repreſented 
the ſad effects of the drought above predicted. Pha- 


rach- Necho, the ſon of Plammiticus, formed the vaſt 


deſign 
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_ deſign of joining the river Nile with the Red Sea, by 


* 


means of a large canal; in which arduous ent 


ſand men. Though he was unable to complete this 


great work, it is very probable that the waters of te 
Nile might be thereby conſiderably diminiſhed, to 
the no ſmall detriment of the land of Egypt. o 
facilitate this deſign, the waters, as here predicted, 


might be turned far away. And the brooks. of de: 
fence ſhall be emptied, &c. The brooks that were ſup- 


plied with water from the Nile, and the tivers that 
were uſeful to defend the country from foreign inv 
ſion, ſhould be either much - impaired, or wholly 


dried up, ſo that they could not ſerve the purpoſes to 


which they had been improved. ——The reeds and 


flags ſhall wither: In the land of Egypt, thete were 
many marſhes, fens, and low grounds, ſituated: by 
the brooks, where reeds and flags, and a kind of 
ruſhes, grew to 2 great height. Theſe were exceed. 
ingly uſeful to the inhabitants, who made them into 
boats, and various ſorts of veſſels employed in failing, 
into nets for fiſhing, and mats for covering their . 
Deprived of the waters and moiſture whereby they 
were nouriſhed, they would ſoon wither and decay, 
to the no ſmall loſs of the Egyptians. * 


7 The paper-reeds by the brooks, by the 
mouth of the brooks, and every thing ſown by 
the brooks ſhall wither, be driven away, and be 
no more. e e 
The ſubject introduced in the former verſes is 
here continued, ——The paper-reeds were the reeds 
of which the paper was made, uſed by the Egyptians 
From the root of this plant grew up many triangulat 
ſtalks, near a ſpan in thickneſs, to the height of nine 
or ten feet. After the root and top were cut off, the 
pellicles or coats were ſtripped off, then they were 
extended upon a table, and being preſſed and on 


he is ſaid to have loſt one hundred and twenty thou. | 
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they were glued together and ſmoothed. This pro. 
ceſs being finiſhed, they were uſed for the ſame pur. 
poſes with paper among us. Of this article, an amazing 
quantity was manufactured in Egypt. Theſe paper- 
reeds grew in greateſt abundance, and to higheſt 


perfection, by the brooks; and eſpecially at the 
mouth of the brooks, where the water was moſt apt 


to ſtagnate. It is evident then, that when this hacks 
of plants, together with every thing ſown near them, 


withered, and were driven away, proviſions muſt 
have been very ſcarce, the trade and manufactures of 


Egypt muſt have ſuffered very much, and the people 
mu 


have been reduced to a deplorable condition, 
The loſs would be ſtill increaſed by the want of ma- 
terials for building and rigging of ſhips, and ſeveral 
other articles of commerce, which are ſaid to have 


been made of theſe reeds, 


8 The fiſhers alſo ſhall mourn; and all they | 


that caſt angle into the brooks ſhall lament, and 


| they that ſpread nets upon the waters ſhall lan- 


guiſh, 


The lamentable effects of the above-mentioned ca. 
lamities, on the different claſſes of people, are next 


repreſented, —=The waters being greatly diminiſhed 


or dried up, thoſe who had been employed in fiſhing. 


with nets, or angling with the rod, for profit or 
amuſement, would be greatly diſtreſſed, by being de- 


prived of the opportunity of following that occupa-- 
tion, Thoſe who were engaged in the ſeveral em- 


\ 
* 


ployments here ſpecified, muſt have formed a very 
numerous claſs of people in Egypt, where there was ” 
ſo much water, and where the inhabitants, -through '_ 
their fooliſh ſuperſtition, lived much upon-fiſh. Thoſe | 


who were fiſhers by trade, and thoſe who occaſionally 


hey oy recreation,. were to mourn and lament the 5 
loſs which they ſuſtained, by the waters being dried 
bewail the poor, ſtraitened 

condition 


yp: the former would 


. 


F g #*\g\ 72-X 
7 LAS - 1 5 * 1 


IR . . : 
168 * QLECTUR RES ow ruf nar, xx 


V 

condition to which they were reduced, andthe lte Wl 
would much regret the want of their former amuſe. Wl th 
ment. They that ſpread nets upon the waters ſhall - | 
. © languiſh, and become enfeebled, , want | Len. | 4 
5 opment and ſubſiſtence, . 3 g 
«Sa Moreover, they that work 1 in PP 1 80 = : 
they that weave net-works ſhall be e6nfounded. 4 9 
The manufacturers, as well as the fiſhermen, were n 
- to ſuffer greatly by the diminution of the waters in il © 
Egypt. ———Prodigious quantities of flax grew in the Wall © 
land of Egypt, and formed a conſiderable brauch of m 
commerce with foreign countries. Hence we read, fot 
| that this kingdom traded with Tyrus in fine linen- 1 
and broidered work.“ And in the days of king th 
Solomon, the Iſraelites had linen yarn brought them br 
from Egypt, which the king's "merchants received P. 
* at a price f. The ſpinning of flax into yarn, and WW 
the working that yarn into cloth, employed an im- P 
menſe number of ands, who carried this buſineſs to Wl 
great perfection. Of their flax, the Egyptians not 4 
only made linen of various kinds, but they alſo wove all 
net-works, which ſerved different purpoſes. The G 
Hebrew word ſignifies white wor; and may denote Wl '* 
tin ſhewy cloth, like that called gauze, among us e 
Intended chiefly for ornament. The people employed Wl © 
in this trade, our.prophet declares, ſhall be confound- t 
ed, at the time to which this prophecy referred, The bi 
flax being withered and gone, they were to have very Wl '* 
little or nane to ſpin into yarn, and conſequently bo 
little or no yarn, to weave into linen & net-work. 1 
The tradeſmen therefore, deprived of work, and the Ml ® 
means of ſubſiſtence, would be filled with aſtoniſh- 11 
ment and confuſion, at the lamentable change of eir. 5 = 
. cumſtances which they 3 - 5 
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10 And they ſhall be broken in the purpoſes —— 
thereof, all that make fluices and ponds for aſh, -- 1 5 


| Theſe words, as they ſtand connected, require little * 

or no comment to render them more intelligible, © | . 
Thoſe who wove net-works, and wrought in flax, be. | 
ing deprived of the ſupplies of that article which they | _ : 
formerly received, were to be diſappointed. in ther 
deſigns, and fruſtrated in their expectations: Diſpi- 

rited and confounded by this remarkable change f 
circumſtances, they, their connections and depend- 

ents, along with thoſe who uſed to be employed in 

making ſluices for letting in and off the water, and in 

forming fiſh-ponds in fields or gardens, were to unite 

in bewailing their. forlorn condition, and that all 

their purpoſes and projects were entirely baffled and 
broken. In this manner were the various enter- 
priſes of theſe different claſſes of citiaens defeated, 
and their devices made of none effect, as the juſt 

| puniſhment of their having put that confidence in the 
means of acquiring wealth, and in idols, which theß 
ought to have placed in God alone, who gave them 
all things richly to enjoy. Such was the ſeverity of _ 


to all their enjoyments, and to every deſcription. of | 
perſons among them. They had ſtrong cities; and = 
among them civil diſcord was to prevail. For a lotig 
period they had continued unconquered; a fierco'' | | 
king was to ſubdue and rule them. They had great | | |, 
rivers ; but they were to be conſiderably. dimimſhed © - | 
and dried up. They had an extenſive commerce|; | 
but the chief articles of which it confiſted, were ibo 
fail from among them. Beware then, my friends, of 
truſting to external advantages, leſt ye provoke God 
to deprive you of them. - If they are multiplied, ſet 
not your hearts upon them, as if they could ſeren 
you from danger, or afford you permanent happineſs. 
We are too apt to ſet our hearts upon preſent enjoy=  _ 
ments; and, therefore, ag are required to keep _ . 
Vol Il. » 7 = 8 
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them with all diligence. The more moderately that 
we value our temporal comforts, the longer we'may 
hope to poſſeſs them; the more fondly that we dote 
upon them, the ſhorter we may expect will be their 
duration. | „ er” 


11 J Surely the princes of Zoan are fools, . 

the counſel of the wiſe counſellors of Pharach is 

become brutiſh : how ſay ye unto Pharaoh, I an 
the ſon of the wiſe, the ſon of ancient kings? 


The prophet now proceeds to point out the more 
immediate cauſes of the calamities which befel the 
. Egyptians; and the firſt which he aſſigns, is the want 
N good counſel.— The propoſition contained in 
this verſe, is introduced by the word ſurely, which 
feems intended to confirm the truth which is aſſert- 
ed The princes of Zoan are fools. The princes of 
whom Iſaiah ſpeaks, were thoſe illuſtrious perſona 
of the firſt rank, who were admitted into the $ 
of the king of Egypt, and called to give their advice 
in difficult caſes. Zoan was a very ancient city in 
Egypt, where the Lord, by the hand of Moſes, per- 
formed thoſe ſtupendous miracles before Pharaoh and 
his people, whereby they were compelled to allow the 
Hraelites to depart the kingdom. In that early period, 
it was a royal city, wherein the king and ls court 
reſided. The princes, or counſellors of this city, at 
the time here referred to, are pronounced fools, weak 
imprudent men, who adviſe and act inconſiderately, 
and fooliſhly ſuggeſt to their ſovereign thoſe perni- 
cious counſels, the execution of which would prove 
extremely injurious to him and the intereſts of his 
kingdom.——The counſel of the wiſe counſellors of 
Pharaoh is become brutiſh. The ſentiment contai 
in the preceding clauſe, is again expreffed in ſtronger 
terms. Pharaoh was the name anciently given to the 
_ reigning princes of Egypt. The advice offered to the 
monarch by his wiſe counſellors, is _— = 
| | rutin, 


1 
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now declare, if they can, the ah as 


ſervants the prophets. 
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brutiſh, deſtitute of reaſon and prudence. The wiſeſt 

men about the throne were, it ſeems, incapable of | 
giving wholeſome advice to their prince: they were 
infatuated and corrupted to ſuch a degree, that they 
could not direct what meaſures were proper to be 


| adopted in the management of public affairs If 


ſuch was the character of theſe pretended: fages, the 

following words, in which their vain confidence is 
exploded, are with-great propriety addrefled to them : 
How ſay ye, &c. Having given bad counſel to your 
prince, how can ye have the effrontery to boaſt of 
your royal deſcent and dignity? After ye have given 
repeated proofs of your folly and ſottiſnneſs in con- 
ducting the moſt important affairs, and ated moſt 
unworthy of thoſe great anceſtors from whom ye 
boaſt of being deſcended, how can ye preſume to apo» 
2 to Pharach, by claiming kindred with ancient 

„ ane to WO SES 


12 Where are they ? where are thy wiſe men? 


and let them tell thee now, and let them know 
what the Loxp of hoſts hath purpoſed upon 
Egypt. N 5 |; 15 5 5 | 5 1 | . 
The prophet next farcaſtically addreſſes the king of 
Egypt, whom he upbraids for conſulting with thoſe 
who vainly pretended, by magical ſkill, to foretel fu- 
ture events.——here are they? where are thy wiſe 
men ; thy ſoothſayers, aſtrologers, and thoſe who have 
the higheſt pretenſions to wiſdom and knowledge, 
whoſe advice thou haſt often aſked, and on whoſe. 
counſels thou haſt placed much confidence? Let them 
mighty is about to execute upon Egypt, and the ca- 
lamities which, ere long, he will infli& upon its in- 
bitants, as the juſt puniſhment of their crimes, the ap- 
proach of which he hath clearly announced by his. 
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13 The princes of Zoan are become fools, 
the princes of Noph are deceived, they have als in 
ſeduced Egypt, even they _ are ns * E. 
the tribes thereof, | ; | I 
The princes of Egypt are here e with BY F 
given occaſion to the deſtruction of their country, by pr 
their own folly, and by allowing themſelves to be im. ve 
poſed upon by thoſe who pretended to aſſiſt them by Wl th 
their advice, ——To the princes of Zoan, mentioned. v. 
in the 11th verſe, are ſubjoined the princes of Noph; th 
which ſome commentators ſay, was the city Memphis, ſp 
much celebrated in ancient times, and which: now co 
bears the name of Grand Cairo. This city, finely in 
ſituated on the weſtern banks of the Nile, was the to 
metropolis of Upper Egypt, and ſometimes the ref- Wl (i 
dence of Pharaoh and his * The princes of pe 
Zoan and Noph were thoſe renowned counſellors, m 
Whoſe buſineſs was to aſſiſt the king with their advice m 
in difficult emergencies; and who difcovered their WW ih 
weakneſs and folly in the counſels which they gave to ſp 
their ſovereign, as to the public meaſures proper e in 
be adopted at the time referred to. T hey haue s 
ſeduced Egypt, &c. As the children of Ifrael were ; 
vided into twelve tribes, ſo the land of Egypt was Il © 
diſtributed into twelve nomes, or provinces. T : 
princes who reſided in the chief cities of theſe dif- Wl rc 
tricts, who ought to have been the ſtay and ſupport d 
of the people, had led them into dangerous errors, Wl cc 
and fatal miſtakes, which threatened to ruin thoſe m 
provinces over which they preſided, Of all men, p! 


kings, and. thoſe who are in places of eminence, are 
in the greateſt danger of being deceived and ſeduced ct 
by bad counſel; and, therefore, in our prayers for tt 
them, we ought to recollect the delicate circumſtances | at 
in which they ſtand, and the dreadful conſequences In 
that may ariſe from their being deceived, to Gn I 
05 in our intergeſbons 3 in their behalf. Te te 
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ole, 14 The LoRD hath mingled a perverſe ſpirit - - 
lo in the midſt thereof: and they have cauſed 


„ Egypt to err in every work thereof; gs drunken, | 
ing WY The true cauſe of the ſtupidity and folly of the 


princes of Egypt, is clearly pointed out in this 
verſe, Some among the ancients were of opinion, EIN 
that the particular ſtate of the mind and affections 2 
was to be attributed to the influence of ſpirits, who, 

they ſuppoſed, were active for this purpoſe. The 

ſpirit which operated in the Egyptian princes and 
counſellors, was exceedingly perverſe and obſtinate, 
inflexible and ſtubborn. This ſpirit the Lord is faid 

to have mingled in the midſt thereof. The expreſ- 

ſion ſeems to allude to the practice of thoſe who com- 

pound liquors, and when they are in fermentation, . 

mix with them ſome noxious, ſtrong ingredient, that 

| may produce certain effects upon thoſe who drink of 

the liquid thus prepared. Divine judgments are often 

ſpoken of in ſcripture in reference to this practice, as 

in Pſal. Ixxv. 8. For in the hand of the Lord there 

is a cup, and the wine is red: it is full of mixture, 

and he poureth out of the ſame: but the dregs 
thereof all the wicked of the earth ſhall wring them 
out, and drink them? Calamity, fear and ſor- 1 

row, infatuation and deſpair, are the bitter ingre- 

dients which compoſe this horrible mixture ——ln 
conſequence of this perverſe ſpirit having been | 
mingled with the Egyptians, they would not make a a 
proper uſe of their reaſon and underitawtding, and © 
their fooliſh plans of operation were to be diſcon. | 
certed. This perverſe, fpirit-it is here affirmed, that 
the Lord hath mingled in the midſt thereof. This, 
and the like expreſſions, muſt always be 'underſtood 
in perfect conſiſtency with the righteouſneſs and ho- 
lineſs of God, who cannot be tempted to evil, neither 
tempteth any man. With this limitation we 22 | 
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the infatuation of their counſels proceeded from the 
Lord, who in this manner puniſhed thoſe who yainly 


preſumed to boaſt of their profound ſkill and ability, 
to give direction in every . 


have cauſed Egypt to err in every. work thereof. 


Civil affairs, they formed ſuch projects, and adviſed to 
ſuch enterpriſes, as were highly injurious to the in. 
tereſts of the nation. In religious matters, the) 
cauſed the people to err, by encouraging them in 
fooliſh ſuperſtitions, and abominable idolatries. 
The ſubje& is illuſtrated by the following compari. 
ſon: As a drunken man ſtaggereth in his vomit. The 
ſimilitude points out the deteſtable and dangerous 
conduct of thoſe who were led aſtray in the manner 
above deſcribed, 5 e 
15 Neither ſhall there be any work for wth 
which the head or tail, branch or ruſh may do. 


Ihe greatneſs and the extent of the divine judg 
ments, which were to be executed upon the 
tians, is here repreſented in ſtrong terms. 
prived of trade, manufactures, and huſbandry; di- 
veſted of wiſdom and counſel, there ſhould be little 
or no buſineſs carried on in Egypt. By the bead 


may be meant, thoſe who were in high and elevated 


ſtations; and by the tail, thoſe who were in mean 
and low conditions. By the branch may be ſignified, 
thoſe who were poſſeſſed of power and influence; 
and by the ruſh, thoſe who were conſidered as of the 
leaſt conſequence among them. All claſſes and rapks 
of men in the kingdom, were to become feeble and 
diſpirited, through want of employment, and the pre- 
valence of ſupine idleneſs. 5 1 0 


106 In that day ſhall Egypt be like unto 
women: and it ſhall, be afraid and fear, _ 


Yea. 16. PROPHECIES or 18AIAH, - 1756 
of the ſhaking of the hand of the Lozy of 
hoſts, which he ſhaketh over W | 


The weakneſs and timidity of Egypt, Xlctibed | in 
this and the next verſe, was another ſource of their 
diſtrefſes—At the period to which this prophecy 
referred, the Egyptians were to be like to women. 
Having laid aſide their manly fortitude and firmneſs, - 
and being diveſted of their martial valour, for which, 
in former times, they had been renowned, they were 
to become weak, indolent, and timid, by which means 
the deſtruction of their kingdom ſhould be accelerated. 
Similar expreſſions frequently. occur in the prophetic ' 
writings : the men of Babylon are ſaid, by the pro- 
phet Jeremiah, to have been as women“; and the 
peopie of Nineveh are affirmed, by the prophet Na- 
hum, to have been women f, for the ſame reaſons. 
that this character is aſcribed to the Egyptians. —— 


And it ſhall be afraid and fear, &c. All ranks of 


people among the Egyptians, were to become fearful 
and apprehenſive as to their fate; they were to be 
roy > with a, 77 1 

the ſhaking of the hand of the Lord of hoſts. in 
or Hag ot t the hand, ho poſture Ac by thoſe 8 118 
threaten ſeverely to chaſtize the perſons with whom 
they are highly diſpleaſed, and to expreſs their reſo. 
lution of revenging the injuries which they have re- 
ceived. - In allufion to this practice, the faking of 
the hand of the Lord of hoſts may denote, the certain 
intimations which were given to the people of Egypt, 
of the ſpeedy approach of terrible, threatened calamj- 
ties, with which they were ſoon to be viſited, by a 
power which they could not reſiſt. In the immediate 
proſpect of deſerved, awful judgments, they were to 
be overwhelmed with fear and dread, — from 
manifold conſiderations. 


2 Jer. th 46. 5 | + Nahum ii. 13. 
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17 And the land of Judah ſhall be a tent Wl ; 
unto Egypt, every one that maketh mention p 
thereof, ſhall be afraid in himſelf; becauſect Wl ti 
the counſel of the Lorp of hoſts, which be p 
hath determined againſt it. l 

A A circumſtance is mentioned in this vetſe, Which at 
appears ſomewhat ſurpriſing and paradoxical; Wuilſt th 
the Egyptians were 8 diſtreſſed with the j ec 
ments of heaven, and reduced to a and affli ſu 

condition, they ſhould recal to their remetnbrance the pr 

_ predictions which had come to their knowledge: that at 
related to the calamities wherewith they were to be o 
viſited. By the recolleQion of theſe, and comparing v2 
them with their preſent adverſe ſtate, many of them by 
would be convinced of the truth of theſe pr : T 
and by that means be gradually brought to the co 
knowledge of the God of Hrael. Beſides, the people Wl fic 
of Judah, who had almoſt at all times been terrified an 
at the power of Egypt, were, in their turn, to become co 
the object of terror to the Egyptians, ſo that the con- 
dition of both nations was to be reverſed. Ihe ve 
reaſon of this fear and terror is ſubjoined: Becauſe of Wl th 
the counſel of the Lord of hoſts, &c. The purpoſe of ch 
1 8 , which gave riſe to the fear and terror felt v 
y the Egyptians, was that which reſpected the de- up 
ſtruction of their power and kingdom, with the pre- th 
ſervation and ſafety of the Jewiſh nation, the know- th 
ledge of which had ſome how reached the land of he 
Egypt. The dnp deſigns which God intended to. Wl all 
accompliſh in that populous country, had been pub- try 
liſhed by his ſervants'the prophets ; and ſuch terrible co 
things in righteouſneſs were contained in their denun-. Wl be 
ciations, that the Egyptians were afraid at the ver lor 
mention of them. Thoſe who are acquainted wit it 
the ancient hiſtory of Egypt, may obſerve the exact Wl th: 
accompliſhment of the above predictions. As the re. rit 
cords which are extant of this famous kingdom are ll of 


involved 


52 


* — 


4 
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words to what I have already ſaid upon this ſubject. 
Not many years after the deſtruction of Sennacherib's 


thrown into confuſion by inteſtine broils, w 
ed in an anarchy that laſted ſome years. This was 


princes, who divided the country among them; and, 
at laſt, by the reign of Pſammiticus, which continued 


vaded and conquered by Nebuchadnezzar ; and then 


The yoke of the Perſians was ſo grievous, that the 
conqueſt of that kingdom by Alexander, may be con- 
ſidered as a deliverance to Egypt, eſpecially as he, 
and his ſucceſſors, favoured and improved that 


country. n 


their princes and wiſeſt ſtateſmen. The bee 


try, could not afford it any effectual relief. 1 


PETS AF SSF S NSN 


lom againſt his father's throne : but the Lord turned 
that he might fulfil his own pleaſure. - By the autho- 
of judges, the ſucceſs of trade, the valour of troops, 
and plenty of proviſions, , he eſtabliſhes W 


| Vo. II. 5 


amy before Jeruſalem, the are et Egype were 
ich end- 


ſucceeded by the tyrannical government of twelve 


for fifty-four years. Not long after, Egypt was ins . 
by the Perſians, under Cambyſes, the ſon of Cyrus. 


he determined, was againſt Egypt; and, therefore, 
all the efforts of thoſe who ided over that Wo | 


it into fooliſhneſs ; and thus diſappointed the crafty, 
rity of princes, the wiſdom of counſellors, the equity 


4 


counſel, of Ahitophel was the beſt that could have 
been given, to facilitate the hoſtile deſigns of Abſa» | 
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involved in much obſcurity, and intermixed with . 
pompous fables, commentators entertain different ſen- © 
timents as to ſome of the events whereby this pro: 
ecy was fulfilled. ' I ſhall therefore only add'a few 


7 % 


By the predictions contained in the ſeven laſt 
verſes that we have been conſidering, we are taught, 
that the deſtruction of kingdoms proceeds not from 
chance or fortune, but from the purpoſe of Jehovala 
When a people abuſe the bleſſings which he confers 
upon them, when they become corrupt and wicked in 

the extreme, he infatuates, ot baffles, the counſels of 


* 
- 
1 


\ 
LY 
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nnd makes them flouriſh, By removing theſe fup. 

ports, or 
ſtrength of nations ſoon fade, and come to nothing, 
As when the viſion faileth, the people periſh in ther 


ſpiritual capacity; ſo when counſel, induſtry, and 


courage fail, they periſh in their civil capacity, as a 
body politic. Theſe conſiderations ſtrongly inculcate 


upon us the practice of that righteouſneſs which ex · 


alteth a nation, which teacheth the governors to tule 


with wiſdom, to negotiate with ſucceſs, and to defend 


with reſolution ; and inſtructeth the people to pay a 
ſtrict regard to ſincerity and truth, to juſtice and 
| equity, to mercy, charity, and public ſpirit, 125 


8 18 q In that day ſhall five cities in the land 
of Egypt ſpeak the language of Canaan, and 
| ſwear to the LorD of hoſts: one ſhall be called 


dee city of deſtruction. 


The latter part of this prophecy, contained in this 
and the following verſes of the chapter, repreſents the 

important bleſſings which God would confer upon 
Egypt, after the calamities above foretold had been 
inflicted. After having deſcribed the awful jldg- 
ments which the Almighty was about to execute upon 
that ſuperſtitious, idolatrous nation, the prophet pto- 


- ceeds to announce the approach of better times, 


wherein the knowledge of true religion was to be 
_ communicated to that people. The Lord of. hoſts 
having clearly revealed to him the future vocation of 
the Gentiles to the kingdom of the only true God, 
and the promiſed Meſſiah, he embraces the opportu- 
nity now afforded him, of ſpeaking concerning that 


glorious event, and the precious bleſſings which God 


would beſtow upon the Gentile nations. He had al. 
ready declared, that the Egyptians, when' diſtreſſed 
with grievous calamities, ſeeing the inability of their 
gods to work their deliverance, ſnould ſerioufly lay to 
rt the cauſes which contributed to bring =_ 

5 0 a | them 


rmitting them to decay, the glory and 


them the ſevere. judgments with which they were af- 


” if ficted, that had been foretold by the God of Iſrael. 
The fear and dread ariſing from the confideration of 

F their pe condition, was to prove the happy 

nd: mean of inducing many af them openly to acknow- 

IN ledge the true God, who was worſhipped in Canaan. 

1 In that day. About the time, or not long after the 

.. foregoing predictions were verified, the following re- 

le markable events ſhould take 96 This expreſſion, 

nd which very often occurs in the prophetical writings, 

＋ muſt be frequently explained in a large and extenſive 
ſenſe, as including a conſiderable portion of time. In 


this manner the apoſtle James paraphraſed the words 
of the prophet Amos, which he quoted in his ſpeech 
before the ſynod at Jeruſalem. The prophet had 
marked the ſeaſon for the accompliſhment of his pre- 
dition, as Iſaiah here does, by the words, in that 
« day;* of which the apoſtle gives the true ſenſe, 
/ when he faith, * after this; after God had ſifted the 
houſe of Iſrael, and the ſinners of his people died by - * 
the ſword, he would raiſe up the ruinous tabernacle 
of David. In the ſame way we underſtand the words 
in this paſſage, and in many others; of which when 
we come to treat, it wilt be unneceſſary to repeat what 
hath now been ſaid. In that day, wherein the afflic. 
tion and ſervitude of Egypt ſhould be followed by the 
reſtoration of the kingdom, in ſome meaſure, to its 
former proſperity, liberty, and glorx. 
Shall five cities in the land of Exypt ſpeak the lan 
guage of Canaan. There were anciently, as 1 have al- 
ready obſerved, a vaſt number of cities.in. the land of 
Egypt: five of which are here mentioned; this de- 
terminate number being, as 1 ſuppoſe, intended to 
ſignify an indefinite number. Inſtances of this ſort 
occur in ſeveral places of ſcripture; as in Leviticus 
xxvi. 8. where Moſes, recounting the bleflings which 
ſhould attend the Iſraelites if they walked. in God's. 
ſtatutes, aſſured them, Five of you ſhall chaſe a a 
« hundred, and an hundred of you ſhall put ten thow- 


dare 1 affirm, which of them were the cities that dur 
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5 ſand to fight. And in the parable deliyered by 
Jeſus Chriſt concerning ten virgins, diſtributing then 
into two claſſes, he ſays, That five of them Were wile, 
© and five of them were fooliſh “. What pr proportion 
the five cities here ſpecified bare to all the cities in 
the land of Egypt, I pretend not to determine; nor 


prophet had in his view. Perhaps he had in his ent 
five principal cities in Egypt; and meant en 
that Memphis, Bubaſte, Sais, Alexandria, and Helios, 
polis, ſhould accede to the worthip, and ſervice . 


true God. He indeed mentions the name of unt 


city, which, he ſays, ſhall be called the Chy af De. 


ſtruction, perhaps to intimate the approaching demoli. 


tion of the magnificent temple that ſtood there, wich 
was deftroyed by the ordery of Veſpaſian, after that o 
Jeruſalem. In the margin, the Hebrew word is trauſ . 


lated the City of the Sun, probably becauſe there was 


in this city an elegant temple, which was, dedicated. 


to that great luminary. The prophecy of Jeremia, 


reſpecting the deſtruction of Egypt, ſeems to far 
this laſt interpretation of the name of the city; for 
ſpeaking of Nebuchadnezzar's invaſion of —— king, 

om, he foretold, that he would break 1 in pieces the - 


I images of the houſe of the ſun +. 2: Hon tens; 


Concerning theſe cities, it is ſaid, that, they. halt 


fpeak the language of Canaan. Theſe words literally 


underſtood, import, that they were to ſpeak the fame | 


tongue and diale& which was uſed by the poſterity of 


8 who inhabited that country, which was 
different from that ſpoken by the Egyptians. 


: This, however, cannot be the meaning of the predic-/ 


tion; for would it not be abſurd; to maintain, that a 
few cities in Egypt would exchange their language 
for that of the Ifraelites, when, by ſuch an alteration, 

they could not have acquired any valuable compenſa - 


| tion? An event « much greater magnitude, de 


2 Matth *. 4. fog: E Jer xliii, 13. 
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ft of far higher importance, Seen de U e 15 


this prediction; though it muſt be e 1 


that the Egyptians would, no doubt, learn to read | 
Hebrew tongue, that they might be qualified to ut 
derſtand the Hebrew ſeriptures. Harmony and g 

agreement, deſirable intercourſe, with unanimity 4 
ſentiment in the doctrines of religion, and particular 
in matters relating to the worſhip of the living God, 
ſhould happily be eſtabliſhed between the — 
of both countries. In this ſenſe, the' apoſtle Paul, 


2 


* a 


when writing to the Corinthians, uſes a ſimilar er. Sg 


preſſion; * | beſeech you, brethren, in the name of 


i our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the fame” , - 


thing; that ye be perfectly joined together in the 
ſame mind, and in the ſame — +” Acknow- 


ledge the ſame divine truths, and expreſs them in 


nearly the ſame terms. To ſpeak then the language N 


of Canaan, according to this prophecy, is to diſcourſe 
on ſacred fubjects in àa manner peculiar to thoſe who 
enjoy divine revelation, and are taught of God.” le 
is to treat of ſpiritual matters in that dialect which is 


beſt ſuited to their nature and importance, and which | 
hath been employed for this purpoſe by patriarchs and 
prophets, by Jefus Chriſt himſelf, his apoſtles, and 
diſciples in all ages. This language of the people 
God hath in it ſomewhat peculiar, whereby it ma) bs, 
diſtinguiſhed from all other kinds of ee lt u 
quite free from vanity, detraction, falſehood impu- © i 


275 


rity, and folly, with which all other converſation Y | 


more or leſs tinctured, whilſt much 1s ſaid concerning 
the only true God, the- great Meſſiah, the HAN | 
ordinances, and ,commandments of Jehovah, with | 


many other ſuch delightful topics. This is undoubt- 


edly the meaning of the words, as appears from the 
ſcope of the prophecy, and the ſubjet of which it. 
treats. 

And fined to the Lord 97 hots, The be 
pere not is. to honour 938 Son of Lrael by; a * - 


. 1 Cor. i. 10. 


5 „ . 
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- converſation, but they were alſo to bind themſelves | 
to his ſervice by the ftrongeſt and moſt ſolemn ties. 
To ſwear to the Lord is a very ſolemn religious aQ, 
whereby men expreſs a. ſacred veneration for God, 
and bring themſelves under the moſt powerful obliga- 
tion to perform their oath. It. may here denote; the 
ſolemn manner in which they would enter into cove- 
nant with the Moſt High, and conſecrate themſelves - 
to the belief and obedience of his bleſſed word. This 
ſeems to be the meaning of the expreſſion in chap. | 
_ xlv. 23, of this prophecy, where the Lord faith, + To 
* me every knee ſhall bow, and every. tongue ſhall 
© ſwear.* The import then of this prediction will be, 
that the Egyptians were wholly to abandon their for- 
mer {ſuperſtitious and idolatrous practices, and ſo. 
lemnly to dedicate themſelves to the worſhip and ſer. 
vice of the living God. Having thus opened their 
mouths unto the Lord, they were to: cleave to, him 
with purpoſe of heart, to walk in his oxdinances, and 
to keep his judgments, and do them. A ſurpriſing 
happy change indeed, ſurpaſſing all human probabi. 
lity! but the mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it. 


109 In that day ſhall there be an altar to the 
Lord in the midſt of the land of Egypt, and a 
pillar at the border thereof to the Loox d. 


The good effects which were to ariſe from the ac · 
 compliſhment of the foregoing prediction are here 
foretold. The Egyptians, having adopted the lan- 
guage of Canaan, and ſolemnly ſworn allegiance to 
the true God, were to make public profeſſion of their 
faith, and to erect an altar to Jehovah. The altar to 
be raiſed in the midſt of the land, was not intended 
for oſtentation, ſuch as were thoſe conſecrated by 
Heathen nations to their gods, but for ſacred pur. 
poſes, in connection with the temple and miniſters of 
the Lord. It was not to be erected merely to com. 
memorate ſome great event, but that the 3 | 


ies. 


goodneſs, and conſecrated t 
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God might thereon preſent the ſacrifices ayd obla- 

tions of which we read in ver. 21. Though the 
Iſraelites were prohibited from offering ſacrifices to 
God in any place but where the Lord their God had 
appointed, this prohibition might not extend to Gen- 
tile converts. However this might be, Iſaiah only 
foretels the event, without ſaying any thing as to the 
lawfulneſs or illegality of the-matter. The Egyptian 
converts then, according to this prophecy, were not 
to leave their on country, that they might go and 
facrifice to the Lord at Jeruſalem ; but they were to 
build an altar themſelves, in the midſt of their land, 
where it would be moſt convenient for perſons from 

all quarters to reſort, that they might preſent their 


_ oblations unto God. 


And a pillar at the border thereef to the Lord, It 
was an ancient cuſtom, worthy of imitation, that 
when ſome eminent favour was conferred upon a per- 


ſon or ſociety, a pillar or monument was erected upon 


the ſpot where it was received. Upon ſuch monu- 
ments, inſcriptions were often made, to celebrate the 
mercy of God, from which the benefit proceeded, 
to explain and perpetuate the remembrance of the 
bleſſing which was thus gratefully acknowledged. - 
Several inſtances of this ſort are recorded in the Dia 5 
Teſtament. In the hiſtory of the patriarch Jacob, we 
read, that when he was at Bethel, he took the ſtone 
that he had put for his pillow, and ſet it up for a 
pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it, in comme- 
moration of the diſtinguiſhed kindneſs of God which 
he enjoyed in that place . After the men of Iſrael. 
had ſmitten the Philiſtines at Mizpeh, the prophet 
Samuel took a ſtone, and ſet it between Mizpeh and 


Shen, and called the name of it Eben-ezer, ſaying, 


ner, the Egyptians, having A perieneed the divine 


« Hitherto the Lord hath 55 us J. In like man- 
mſelves to the ſervice 


* 


* Gen. axvii, 18, 19. f 1 Sam. wil. 12. 
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of God, were io ſet up a pillar in the border of theit 
land, as a monument, to teſtify, that even the moſt 
diſtant places of the country had ſubmitted to th 
ee abihe- Lord of.holly,f wr wn 
a ſign and witneſs. „ „% n N N 


20 And it ſhall be for a ſign; and for à wit: 
neſs unto. the IL. oRPD of hoſts in the land o 
Egypt: for they ſhall cry unto the Lob be. 
cauſe of the oppreſſors, and he ſhall ſend them a 
. faviour and a great one, and he. ſhall deliver 

Having mentioned the defigh for which this pillaf 

was to be erected, in the firſt part of the verſe, our 
. prophet proceeds, in the latter part of this and the 
two following verſes, to aſſign the reaſon of the re. 
markable change which was to happen, in the land of , 
Egypt, and the happy conſequences with which" it 
would be attended. Oppreſſed by powerful ene. 
mies, and reduced to forlorn circumſtances, they were 
to cry unto the Lord, and earneſtly to implore with 
ſucceſs his gracious aſſiſtance. To cry unto the Lord, 
and to entreat with importunity his merciful interpo- 
fition in their favour, was undoubtedly the beſt mea. 
ſure which they could have adopted in the feafon of 
their calamity. When Iſrael anciently was 9 
oppreſſed by the progenitors of this people, they cried. . 
unto the Lord; and he heard their cry, and their 
Toaning, and wrought deliverance for them *. When 
fools are afflicted becauſe of their tranſgreſſion, of 
cry unto the Lord in their trouble; and he favetli 
them out of their diſtreſſes. When thoſe who do 
buſineſs in the great waters are in extreme danger, : 
they cry unto the Lord; and he delivers them, and 
dringeth them into their defired haven f. God will 
regard the prayer of the deſtitute, and not defpile- 


, 
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their prayer:  This'ſhall be written: for he's | 
tion to come: and the people that ſhall be Lines of 
« ſhall praiſe the Lord. For he hath locked down 
« from the height of his ſunctuary: from heaven did. 15 
© the Lord behold the earth: to hear the -” 
6 of the priſoner, to looſe thoſe that are appointed to 
+ death *. How are his tender mercies, who _ 
zlloweth none to dek him in vain! The ghee * 
vho cried to him, when oppreſſed by) lords, 
nd fierce enemies, were heard, and their requeſts y 
gunted; for it is added, Ja 
He ſhall ſend them @ ſaviour, aid 6 great ab, and . 
be ſhall deliver them, from the power of thoſe who ty- - 
rannized over them; and effeQually vindicate then 
from the many hardſhips which they ſuſtained under 
the deipotic princes of Perſia. God was to ſend them 
: faviour for this kind purpoſe. Hie was hot to ariſe 
from among themſelves, but to be ſent them from 2 
K country, that he might perform this 3 
enerous deſign. A great one; who him 
hou be a very illuſtrious petſon, a tnagnanimous 
prince, and the author of a very great deliverance to 
the be binn. This great deliverer, to whom our 
be Lk marily referred, was Alexander, king of 
\codoniag who meas called the: Dread" Tits bole, 
prince reſcued Egypt from the tyranny of their op» 
preſſors; and reſtored the kingdom to its former pro- 
ſperous and flouriſhing rondition in civil affairs. | 
The Egyptians, however, had worſe oppreſſors than 
the Perſians; the powers of darkneſs, who rule 
nightily in the children of ae, and as 
onn ſtrong. 1 2 whereby they were * 
more mare grieyonly al 


ferce lords, Though the prophecy therefore might 0 
refer to the illuſtrious prince I juſt now mentioned, 


„ * Plal. ci 13. 4. e. Press 8 TY 
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em cry more mt to God for deliverance,” FS Ys 
— all the cruelty exetciſęed upon them by their 
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fal this Freedom which he wrought ob e 


in the characters he ſuſtains, in the works he perf 
in tlie ſalvation he beſtows, and in the glory to h 


ing to this prediction, was to be. ſent to the Egyptian, 
| 22 revealed to them, that they might partieipute in 
the bleſſings of his ſalvation; and that, being reſeued 


; their lives. rg ts "4 


241 And the Lond ſhall be knoten to Egypt, 
and the Egyptians ſhall know the Lox in that 
day, and ſhall do ſacrifice and oblation, yea, they 
mall vow a vow unto the Loxp, and perform i. 


_ This verſe deſcribes the happy effects wich were 
immediately to reſult from the the pr 
- ceding prediction. Jehovah was to be known in 
Egypt, which had, for a long period, beeninyolved 
in ignorance, ſuperſtition, and idolatry.· The founds 
tion of all true religion, and real felicity, conſiſts in 
the knowledge of God, and in acquaintance with the 
- manifeſtations which he hath giver of himfelf. The 
_. exiſtence, perfeQions, providence, and gave of God, 
were to be announced to the Egyptians, by the judy- 
ments that he was to execute, 1 nders th 
was to perform, and the revelations of his mercy with 
which they were to be favoured. By theſe various * 
ways, Jehovah was to be known in Egypt, 'as the va 1 . 
- living and true God, as the Governor among the 1. m 
tions, and the ſole object of all religious worthip and 4 


compliſhment in the miſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, ad tis 
advent among them by the miniſtry of his fevany 
The Meſſiah is indeed a great Sayiour: grent hi 
perſon, who is God over all, bleſſed for ever; great 


” * 


he is now exalted. This almighty Saviour; adcord, 


from the hands of their enemies, they nilght-ſene 
God in holineſs and righteouſneſs all the days'of 
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ſource of all their fins and miſeries; and this muſt be 
removed by the knowledge of the Almi 


falration to any people, he makes himſelf known to 


them, and then they become e with him. 


For this purpoſe, he, who will have all men to be 
fred, and to come to the knowledge of the trutb, 
was to reveal himſelf to the Egyptians; in conſequence 

of which; they would attain that underſtanding which 
is the firſt ſtep. toward ſalvation. Senſible of its high . 
importance, and the pleaſure with which it is accom- 
panied, they would follow on to know his loving- - 
kindneſs, expreſſed in his promiſes, . and communi- 
cated by his providences; his wiſdom and grace, diſ- 
played in his covenant ; his love, authority, and holi- 
neſs, ſtamped. on his laws; and his gracious deſigns - 
toward his people in all his diſpenſationns. 
| And ſhall do ſacrifice and oblation. ' Sacrifices and 
oblations were thoſe offerings which were, in obe- 
dience to the divine appointment, preſented before 
God by his people, as an acknowledgment of their 

obligations to him, dependence upon him, and obe- 
dience to what he required, and to expreſs their hopes 
of his promiſed mefcy. If ſacrifices and oblations here 
ſignify things ſomewhat different, the former may de- 
note thoſe animals which were lain, that they mi zbt 


be offered, and the latter may expreſs the gifts which 


vere to be preſented unto the Lord. Convinced that 
all they poſſeſſed belonged to God, and acknowledg- ' - 


ing their manifold obligations to his providence and 


grace, the Egyptians were to bring ſacrifices and obla- 
tons to the, Lord, of the vatious K 
tequired. Tea, they ſhall vow a vow unto the Lord. 
A vow is a ſolemn promiſe made to God reſpecting 
ſome matter of high importance, of which we have 
ight and power to diſpoſe, and the performance of 
which is perfectly conſiſtent with what is unqueſtion- 
ble duty. In many paſſages of ſcripture, we read of 
ee oe at ons $7, 119 55 „ 8 vo.] 
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| they may become acquainted with. trde religian and = 
happineſs. When therefore God is about. to ſend - 3 


inds which he had — _ 
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would give him; and David, the king of Wrael, ac. 

'  knowledged, that the vows of God were upon him, | 
The Egyptians, having come to the knowledge aſ the 8 
Lord, were to adopt all the pious practices whereby a 
good men had bound themſelves to the ſervice o j 
God. They would firmly reſolve, they would | 
lemnly vow and promiſe fidelity to God, and manifeſt f 
their inviolable attachment to his worſhip, their in- F 
ward purpoſe of heart, by expreſs declaration in t 
words, or by fome ſignificant action, ſuch as ſubmii. N 

- fion to the ordinance of baptiſm or circumcifion, t 
Having made a vow to the Lord, they would perform a 
it. Convinced that it is better not to vow, than to t 
vow and not to pay; that having opened their mouth f 
unto the Lord, they could not go back. Perſuaded k 
that in juſtice and gratitude they were obliged to pay h 
their vows, and that by unfaithfulneſs they would ex. BM jc 
poſe themſelves to divine judgments, they punQually 
performed their promiſes unto the Lord. An ex. T6 

_ ample this highly worthy of our imitation. g 
22 And the Loxp ſhall ſmite Egypt, he ſhall f 
ſmite and heal it, and they ſhall return even to W 
the LorD, and he ſhall be entreated of them, 9 
and ſhall heal them. e cos ie 
I he reſtoration of Egypt to its ancient ſplendor, * 
and the removal of its difirefſes, is here foretold. 0 
The Lord ſhall ſmite Egypt with various affliive tl 
providences and ſevere judgments, which were to « 
3 the happy means of bringing them to à juſt G 
ſenſe of their ſins, their danger, and duty. By In of 
word of truth, accompanied with the power of bit di 
Spirit, he wquld ſmite their hearts, ſo that they ſhould vn 
be filled with ſhame-and remorſe on account of their th 
tranſgreſſions. When they were to be in this dil K 


weſſed condition, the Lord, who woundeth and het. 
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eh, would reſtore them to health and ' ſoundneſs. 


According to this prediction, he was to heal Egypt 


of the diſcords that had ariſen in that kingdom, and 
to remove the diſtreſſes oceaſioned by the calamities 
with which they had been viſited. jr gr to cure 
that people of their ſpiritual maladies, by his pardon- 
ing mercy and ſanctifying grace, which he would li- 
berally difpenſe among them. And _—_ ſhall» re. 
turn even to the Lord, in the exerciſe of unfeigned re- 
pentance, from the error of their ways, into which 
they had departed. Some there are, who return, but 
not to the Moſt High: they abandon one error, that 
they may run into another: they ſtop ſhort of God, 
and may be faid rather to return to themſelves than 
to their Maker. To diſtinguiſh the Egyptian converts 
from perſons of this deſcription, their return is fore- 
told to be to the Lord; to his worſhip and ſervice, to 
his protection and conduct, to his favour, and the ens 


joyment of its bleſſed effects. 


And he foall be entreated of them. The Egyptians, 
returning to the Lord, ſhall earneſtly- ſupplicate his 


mercy and forgiveneſs, that he would love them free 
h, and receive them graciouſly into his favour and 


family. To their earneſt prayers and entreaties, God 
would be pleaſed to hearken, and they were to pre- 
vail with him to grant them the bleſſings which they 


requeſted. He would give them a kind reception at 


his throne of grace, and fulfil their juſt deſires which 
vere-agreeable to his will. 4nd ſhall heal them. 


Of this mercy they are again aſſured, -whilſt intima- 
tion is given, that it ſhall be e to them in 


conſequence of their importunate ſupplications to the 
God of all grace. This ineſtimable bleſſing hath been 
often obtained in this manner by thoſe who were in 
diſtreſs. When the royal pſalmiſt prayed, in Pal. 
vi. 2. Lord, heal me, for my hones are vexed, he 
thus triumphs, at ver. 9. The Lord hath heard my 


ſupplication; the Lord will receive my en : 


; been 


What he elſewhere ſays on this ſubject, bt 
"OM FO n 
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bebe, in every age: © They looked | unto him, and 


+ were lightened : and their faces were not 3 


* This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him; and 
+ faved him out of all his troubles “. This remark, | 
thus exemplified, ſuggeſts ſtrong encouragement-to -. 


us in all our afflictions, to have ręcourſe to God ſor 


cure and deliverance.Theſe predictions which 
vere delivered concerning Egypt, ought to be verißed 


in us, my brethren, who profels to have ſolemnly.de- 


voted ourſelves to the Lord of hoſts, and to * | 


ſworn allegiarice to him as our Lord and Maſter. 


—_ ought to ſpeak the language peculiar to | 
ple, and to maintain a converſation becoming the 


*P Sele and our holy profeſſion.  Acknowledging that 


ſus Chriſt is the altar that ſanctiſieth every gift, ve 


ought to preſent ae, him, thoſe ſpiritual ſacti- 
fices of prayer, of praiſe, and doing good, which are 


well. pleaſing unto God. Impreſſed with a ſenſe of 
his diſtinguiſhing gooduecks, and the memorable: de. 
ath wrought for. us, we ought.to 


liverances that he 
Taiſe grateful monuments to his mercy, which, may 
witneſs our firm attachment to his ſeryice. In all our 
diſtreſſes, let us cry unto the Lord, in the humble 


hope that he will ſend us ſcaſonable. deliverance, by 


the mighty Saviour whom he hath raiſed up. Asithe 


Lord hath made himſelf known to us by his word, 


let us thankfully receive and improve the Ji VA me af- 
fords us, by vowing perpetual obedience to 


by daily performing theſe vows-in the preſence Kg 75 
his people. When he ſmiteth us, convinced that he 
alone can heal, let us return to him, humbly implor- | 


ing his mercy, in the pleaſing Ban that he will 
hens Why. as he 4 the Tarp 4. Fu 
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into 1 aki the ent into Aae ns 5 
the Egyptians f ben 925 with the A Fri. .. 5M 


The joyful conſequences aides eee, Wy 
the 3 the foregoing predicted events, 
are repreſented in this and the two following verſes. 
The effects are truly wonderful, far ſurpaſſing all hu- 
man expectation. In that day : at « time, or 
ſoon after the above prophecy was to receive its fulfil 
ment,——Shall there be a high-way, dec. A plain, pub- | 
lic, and much-frequented ' way of communication 
ſhould be opened — Egypt and Aſſyria, where. 
by an intimate correſpondence would be carried on 
between theſe two kingdoms, which were formerly at 
variance with each other. Laying aſide their enm 
and hoſtile deſigns, the moſt entire concord, and the 
moſt intimate intercourſe, was to ſubſiſt between. theſe 
two nations; which would be cultivated, on both 
ſides, with great aſſiduity and ſucceſa. And the . 
Egyptians ſhall ſerve with the Aſſyrians, the one great 
120 of all, who is rich in mercy to all that call upon 
him, and accepteth, in every nation, him that feareth 
God, and worketh righteouſneſs. With one conſent, 
they were to cry unto. him, to do facrifice, to offer 5 
oblation, to vow unto him, and to perform their thy 
vows, and to pay t aden LAG once 4 homage whith be 5 
jultly IE! „ 


24 In chat hg ſhall Iſrael be the third with 
Egypt, and with A even a bleſſing in the — 


midſt of the land. A 1 1 0 2 
Egypt and Aſſyria, by until: with Iſrael, vere to 39h 
e new connection which they 


had formed. Their cdnnection with the people of 


God was to prove à remarkable benefit ; for the bleſſ- 


ing which God had commanded upon Iſrael, who in- 
habited the-midft of the land or the earth, was to be 
by them tranſmitted to e nations, een 75 | 


| the glorjous prerogatives accompanying the ſervice.of 
God. As from among that people the great promiſed 
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the promiſe which God made to their father Abra. 
bam, recorded. Gen. xii. 3. © I will make of thee x 
great nation, and I will bleſs thee, and make theez 
+ bleſſing.” The poſterity of that great: patriarch 
were honoured to be the inſtryments of communicat- 
ing the divine bleſſing to Egypt and Aſſyria, Whilſt 
they exhibited to them a . ſtriking inſtance. of its 
powerful influence. The bleſſing of Abraham, which 
was to come upon the Gentiles through Jeſus Chriſt, 
conſiſts in reſtoration to the divine favour, in the 
N gre of divine grace, with the hope of eternal 
life. In the enjoyment of theſe high privileges, the 
true felicity of man conſiſts; and, Jellieute of them, 
in the judgment of God and his ſaints, we are lying 
under the curſe, and excluded from the number of | 
the bleſſed. To this bleſſedneſs the kingdoms here 
| rien; ee gl N a; 8 was 8 be the 
medium throu ich it ſhould be conyeyed; a1 
with Iſrael, hos were to rejoice in the — Fes 


Meſſiah was to ariſe, in whom all nations were to be 
bleſſed, from whom all the bleſſings of grace wete to 
proceed, and by whom the goſpel was to be preached, 
which publiſhes the moſt precious bleſſings, and is the 
- inſtituted means whereby they are attained—on theſe 
and other accounts, our prophet foretels, that Iſrael 
ſhall be a bleſſing in the midſt of the earth. 


25 Whom the Lov of hoſts ſhall bleſs, ſays 


y 
ing, Bleſſed be Fgypt my people, and Aﬀyra Wl j 
the work of my hands, and Iſrael mine inhe- i 


Tpheſe words contain the ſolemn benediction which 
the almighty God pronounced upon the three king- 
doms here mentioned. In the prophecy relative to 
Egypt that we have now been conſidering, the auguſt | 
title of the Lord of hoſts is uſed no. leſs than eight 
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times, a ci | 

He who foretold theſe, very extraordinary events, and 
who will abundantly bleſs his church, gathered from 
among different nations, is the Lord of hoſts, for 
whom nothing is impoſhbl gene who will certainly. mou 
all his promiſes and. Cions.——Blefling 

word which, though” 2 is little und underſtood, 
nd leſs attended 5 by too many. Men bleſs God, 
when they expreſs the pleaſure which they feel in the 


contemplation of his glorious all-ſufficiency, and the 


gratitude that ariſes from the view of his ineſtimable 
benefits. Men bleſs one another, when, to expreſs 
their tender affection for thoſe whom they love, and 
to ſhew that they would make them happy were it in 
their power, they earneſtly requeſt that God would 
bleſs them. But when the Lord of hoſts ſhall bleſs, 
28 an evidence of his excellent loving-kindneſs, he” 
doth not pronounce empty words, or ineffectual 


' wiſhes, but communicates real blefſedneſs 


to thoſe who are the objects of his favour. When he 
blefſed the Father of the faithful, he rendered him as 
happy as a man can be in this'pr eſent life. He con- 
ferred upon him the gift of faith; and that faith he 
accounted to him for righteouſneſs, of which he gave. 
him both the ſign and the ſeal. He gave him great 
riches, and children; and promiſed that his poſterity, 
who were to be multiplied as the ſtars of heaven, 
ſhould be heirs of the world : and not aſhamed 
to be called his God, he prepared for him a city, to. 
which the patriarch looked forward with hope and 
joy. From hence it is eaſy to len, what is nn 
in being bleſſed dy the Lord of hoſts, and what that 
bleſſing is which cometh upon the Gentiles. - 
Saying, W be Egypt my people, whom 1 have de- 


livered from the hands of their enemies, admitted into 


covenant with me, and the enjoyment of the glorious 
prerogatives connected with this relation. My people, 
who, thoroughly convinced that they are my 
property, have 9 ſurrendered themſelves to 
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my ſervice, and conſecrated themſelves to my honour 
and glory, that they may ſhew forth my pris. The 
Egyptians were to be the people of the Lord of hoſts, 
not merely by external profeſſion, whereby they en- 
joyed many outward privileges, but by a hearty ſyr. 
render and reſignation of all their concerns to his di. 
rection and diſpoſal, who, by a day of his power, ſub. 
dued the obſtinacy and perverſity of their hearts, and 
made them his willing people. Beſought by the mer. 
cies of God, as intimated in the foregoing verſes, 
they preſented their bodies a living ſacrifice, holy, ac- 
ceptable unto God, which was their reaſonable fer. 
vice. They yielded themſelves unto the Lord, and 
their members as inſtruments of righteouſneſs unto 
God; and this ſacrifice, or oblation, was to be ſancti- 
fied by the Holy Ghoſt, that it might be acceptable. 
They were to gather themſelves together, and to re- 
ſort to the great Meſſiah, that they might ſubje& 
themſelves to him as their common head; enter into 
covenant with him, wait upon his law, and ſerve him 
with a perfect heart and willing mind. In this man- 
ner they were to demonſtrate the truth and ſincerity 
of their profeſſed: ſubjeftion and obedience: to the 
| Lord of hoſts, and their entire devotedneſs to him 
„ and his ſervice. The people in Egypt, who were to 
. be of this deſcription, are pronounced bleſſed by the 
moſt high God; and, therefore, they muſt have been 
bleſſed indeed. VVV 
And Aria the work of my hands. All the people 
of the earth are the work ar God's hands : he made 
them, and not they tfemſelves. For this reaſon, com- 
mon to mankind in general, who are all the creatures 
and workmanfhip of God, I apprehend, the Aſſyrians 
are not called the work of God's hands in this bene- 
diction ; but this character is given to them on an- 
other and more peculiar aceount. In the expreſſion, 
there ſeems to be an obvious reference to the work 
of God's grace, whereby he createth his people in 
_ Chriſt Jeſus unto good works, and forms them __ 
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Ss image, that they may ſhew forth his praiſe, In 
performing this bleſſed work, he removes the val of 


| ignorance and prejudice, ' which hung over their 


minds; he takes the direction of the heart, which 


had gone far from him; he regulates the affections, 


which were diſſipated among improper objects; he 
writes his law upon the inward parts, which were 
very wickedneſs; he pours divine light into the 
mind; he reduces to order all that had gone into 
confuſion; and forms the moſt amiable beauty in 
place of the moſt odious deformity. In this manner 
the Lord of hoſts purifies the ſervants of ſin, and con- 
verts them into ſervants of righteouſneſs : he'tranſ. 
forms them from likeneſs to the firſt earthly man, 
into reſemblance of the ſecond Adam, who is the 
Lord from heaven ; and changes the carnal into a ſpi- 
ritual man. He tranſlates them from the power of 
Satan into the kingdom of his dear Son; he ſheds 
abroad his love into their hearts; he adorns them 
with divine gifts and graces; and fanCtifies them in 
ſoul and body, by his Holy Spirit. This is the work 
of God, which, in ſcripture, bears the names of rege- 
neration, renovation, creation, illumination, and tranſ- 
formation. Theſe privileges diſtinguiſh the ſons and 


daughters of the Almighty, who are the work of his 
hands, from the other claſſes of mankind ; and bring 


down upon them the benediction of heaven. For 
theſe reaſons, 1 ſuppoſe, the Aſſyrians are deſcribed as 
the work of God's hands. | | INE. 
And Iſrael mine inheritance. Though Iſrael be laſt 

mentioned, that people were honoured with prece- 
dence in the kingdom of God: to them the oracles 


of God were firſt committed, to them the goſpel was 


firſt preached, and to them Jeſus Chriſt, was. firſt ſent, | 
to bleſs them, in turning them from their, iniquities. 

At the time, however, in which this prophecy was to 
receive its full accompliſhment, they were to be incor- 
porated into one church and kingdom with the Gen- 
tile nations: all diſtinctions of this ſort being, then 
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aboliſhed, Iſrael was no longer to hold the pre em. 
nence.—— This people God was pleaſed to dd 
by the name of his inheritance, whom he appro | 
to himſelf from among all the nations of the gan, 
that he might reſide among them in a peculiar man. 
ner, that he might promulgate to them his laws, that 
he might make known to them his promiſes, that be 
might eſtabliſh among them his worſhip, and defend 
them from their enemies. This deſcription, which is 
repeatedly applied to Iſrael in the Old Teſtament, in- 
timates, that they were the objects of God's diſtin; 
guiſhing favour and regard, and conſequently: of bis 
tender care and protection; that by them he was ho. 
noured and ſerved, and from them received thoſe pre. 
cious fruits which were acceptable in his ſight, Such 
were the highly favoured people whom our prophet 
declares, 3 of hoſts E — — 
you, my brethren, participate in the enriching h 
+ 0 (and 10 — not with to be bleſſed of 
the Lord)? conſecrate yourſelves to his ſervice, and 
commit all your intereſts into his hands, deeply ſe 
_ fible that this dedication is both your duty and your 
honour, and will redound to your higheſt advantage, 
Impreſſed with a humbling ſenſe of your depravity 
and corruption, earneſtly implore, that God, who i: 
all-ſufficient in power and grace, may make you hit 
workmanſhip, created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good 
works; and accompany your prayers with the dili 
gent uſe of all thofe means that he is pleaſed to render 
effectual for this purpoſe. Be ſolicitous that you may 
be admitted among his peculiar people, and become 
part of that noble inheritance which he hath choſen, 
and will abundantly bleſs. . 

I) Mis prophecy was in ſome meaſure fulfilled, aſter 
the boundaries of the kingdom of God were extended 
to Egypt and Aſſyria, and many proſelytes from theſe 
countries joined in the Jewiſh religion. Of this ſub- 
jet Joſephus ſpeaks in his Antiquities, lib. xl. 
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der the-reign of oman an emperor Oh e and 
his ſucceſſors, ire the E 7 


became the diſeiples of 1405 N Sq: wor dedi 
ated to the Lord in baptiſm: By means of the holy 
ſcriptures, they were inſtructed in the knowh 
the true God; they frequented the public aſſem bes 

for divine worſhip ; ; 1 icy were _— in the ſolemn - 
- exerciſes of religion, and erected public monuments 
of their Chriſtian profeſſion. "United by the ſtron ong ; | 
bonds of love and peace to thoſe in Syria wa.) Af 5 
who joined with them in the ſervice of God, they be! 
came intimately connected with them, by the aith, 
hope, and practice of the goſpel, as hi relates; 
and with them they were bleſſed of the Lord of hoſts. | 
This wonderful work of Jehovah, which was 1 
about the time of 3 called the Great, hath 
made conſiderable pr ; and ſhall be gradually 
carried forward to E conſummation, when the 
8 ſhall receive its completion, to the glory of 
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. | _ 
HE predictions contained in this chapter, may 


T be conſidered as a ſupplement to our prophet; | 
fifth diſcourſe, recorded in the foregoing one. By 


divine command, Iſaiah appears before his country 


men the Jews, naked and barefoot, not having on | 
the garb which he was accuſtomed to wear, that, by 
this ſignificant ſign, as well as by verbal inftruftions, 


he might place fully in their view, the import and 
certainty of what he was commiſſioned to declare. 


Whilſt the Aſſyrian empire flouriſhed in its glory, 
and its boundarjes were continually enlarging, the 


Jews, the Phœnicians, and inhabitants of Paleſtine, 


were ſtruck with terror at the uninterrupted ſucceſs 
that attended their arms, which that exorbitant power. 
meditatec- to carry into Egypt itſelf. In the mean 


time, the Jews and Ephraimites, neglecting the God 


of their fathers, looked ta Egypt and Ethiopia 


_ chiefly for aſſiſtance, preſervation, and deliverance. 


As a proper correction of their ſin and folly in this 
reſpect, theſe nations became a ſcourge to them in- 
ſtead of a defence. The Egyptians and Ethiopians 
having been vanquiſhed by the n of 
them were taken captive, and led away, almoſt naked; 
into fervitude in diſtant countries. This event God 


was pleaſed not only to foretel, but to prefigure by 


our prophet, that the Jews and Iſraelites might be 


convinced of the weakneſs of thoſe in whom they 


confided, and the abſurdity of placing their truſt in 


an arm of fleſh. In this forcible manner did the Al- 


mighty inſtruct his people, that the united power of 
Egypt and Ethiopia though to human view ſufficient 
to oppoſe the ſtrength of Aſſyria, and to ſupport the 
hopes of thoſe who were diſtreſſed by its tyranny in 
Paleſtine, yet all their expectations from theſe quar- 
ters were to be diſappointed. In conſequence where- 


of, they would ſeverely upbraid themſelves with te- 
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which admoniſhes us of the time wherein it was pub- 


and the prophecy itſelf, with the emblematical repre- 
ſentation that accompanied it, and the remarkable 
effects with which it ſnould be attended. FE 
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and fought againſt Aſhdod, and took it. 


having been buried in the ruins of time. The king 
of Aſſyria, who is here mentioned by the name of 


this expedition, to which our prophet refers. This 


officers whom Sennacherib-ſent from Lachiſh, with a 


peaks. Aſhdod was one of the principal cities which 
belonged to the Philiſtines, It is not improbable, 


year of Hezekiah's reign, after the Ephraimites had 
been led captive by the. Aſſyrians. The Affyrian mo- 
narch having ſubdued the [ſraelites, and being en- 
raged at the Egyptians and Ethiopians, who refuſed 

| | to 
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nerity and folly, whilſt they beheld the moſt ſenſible 

fs, that all human affairs are entirely under the 
direction of the God of Iſrael, in whom they ought 


to have truſted rather than in man.—— The chapter 
before us is compoſed of two parts: the inſcription, 


liſhed, with other circumſtances proper to be known; 


i the year that Tartan came unto Aſhdod : 
(when Sargon the king of Aſſyria ſent him) 


Theſe words clearly aſcertain the time wherein this 
prophecy was delivered, by a then well-known event, 
of which we are entirely ignorant, the hiſtory of it 


Sargon, was probably either Shalmaneſer, the father 
of Sennacherib, or Sennacherib himſelf. Tartan was 
the general whom he ſent, as commander in chief of 


was the name of the firſt in rank of the three general 


that this expedition was undertaken about the ſeventh _ 


\ z, # 


great hoſt, againſt the city Jeruſalem; and was pro 
bably the very perſon of whom our prophet here 
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to ſubmit to his authority, that warlike prince turned 

his arms againſt theſe nations; and ordered his 

in their progreſs, to attack Aſhdod, and to take pol 

ſeſſion of the city. From this period, until the tenth 

year of king Hezekiah, he carried on war agai 
ypt and Ethiopia, which, after three yeats, he { 

far vanquiſhed, as to lead great numbers belonging 


EK. 
FR 
T5 * : \ 


to both countries into captivity. - Then, 
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2 At the ſame time ſpake the LoxD by Thi 
the ſon of Amoz, ſaying, Go, and looſe the 
ſackcloth from off thy loins, and put off thy. 
ſhoe from thy foot: And he did ſo, Walking 
O.ur prophet, having ſpecified the time in which 
de received the following inſtructions from God, pro. 
ceeds to relate the revelation that was communicated 


q 
„ * 
. 


to him. The word of the Lord delivered to lab Wl 15 
chis expreſs order, which, by his miniſtry, was made . th. 
| known to the people among whom he lived: Ge, and n 

looſe the ſackcloth from off thy loins, &c. Sackcloth was po 

a very coarſe, rough fort of cloth, which was often Wl ibe 

made of goats or camels hair; and was anciently h 
worn b thoſe who mourned in times of great allhc- kir 
tion, whether perſonal or public. The king of lirel, tra 
during a terrible famine in Samaria, had on an inner Wl che 
garment of this ſort. On hearing the prophecy of ll ine 

Jonah, the king of Nineveh iſſued a proclamation, din 

that all his people ſhould faſt, and put on ſackcloth *, ol 

Of the ſame kind of coarſe ſtuff the prophets. of old fo 

wore an upper garment, as a badge of their office. ſe 

On this account, I ſuppoſe, the prophet Elijah m_ dir 
called a hairy man; and John the Baptiſt 1s Taid 10 cou 

have been Joe with a garment of camel's hait. to 1 


This garb might be intended ag an emblem of the BY the 
_ auſterity of their life and doctrine. This upper gar. cun 
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or cloak, Waiah was ri Juired, on this occaſio! 

ky aſide.———Befides, 2 ordered to put off 
his hoe from bis foot, which he was accuſtomed to 
year, after 12 manner of his countrymen N 
this new an uncommon appearance ce, 2 
the attention of his fellow. citizens ind 5 5 er 
to inquire into the reaſons of this extraordii 
_ of his habit. The prophet's prompt obe- - 

dience to 8 command is ment tioned in m tlie, 
latter of the verſe: . * 

400 5 did fo, walking habed and Barefoot. He 3 
not, under ſome ſpecious pretext, decline to execute 
the order given him from Heaven; but, without e- 
ftation, he immediately carries it into exectition, be 
the conſequences what they may. Sefſible that as 
the thing formed hath lioe right to ſay to him that 
formed it, Why haſt thou made me thos? fo the 
creature ought never to queſtion the wiſdoin . of 
Authority of its Creator and Lord. The appointment 
of God tenders thoſe things and actiofis which in 
tiemſelyes ſeem mean and contemptible, mbmehtous | 
and uſeful: it ſtamps them with real dignity and im- 
portance, and makes them truly inſtrüctipe. View 
he ceremonial inſtitutions of the Old Teſtament, 
uch as Eircumciſion, abſtinence from particular | | 
kinds of food aching of raiment, 1 0 —m con. 
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linances of God, ie wie and f. coo CY - 
11 may diſcern their ale and nne utility 
k at our prophet as he is here deſefibed, and you | 
ſee an odd NET) . Seem we him aQting . 
divine commiſſion, that He thigh repreſent is his EX 335 
countrymen the foture naked an deſtlehte condition 
to which thoſe nations were to be reduced, in hom 
they fooliſhly placed heir confidence, and every cir- 
cumſtance acquires new conſequence.——Such is the 
amiable goodneſs and TITER of God, thi he 
Vor. II. e og "Ow 
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more effectual in its operation. Whilſt the word 
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inſtructs his people, not only by words, but by fig; 
and in this manner ſpeaks in a language-ealy to be 
underſtood, that makes the truth more evident and 


reaches the ear, the figure attracts the eye; and both 
united, make the moſt powerful impreſſion on the 
heart. Both theſe modes of inſtruction are beauti. 


fully conjoined in the eſtabliſhment of God's co. 
nant, wherein he hath declared, that. there fhall not 


© any more be a flood to deſtroy. the earth *.” This 
ſolemn aſſurance he hath illuſtrated and c 
by ſetting his bow in the clouds: and in the in. 
ſtance before us, both were wiſely connected, for the 
benefit of the poſterity- of Iſrael. Iſaiah now'preh. 


= what he predicted Walkin 1 


the people without the uſual badge of his office, 
which he commonly appeared in public, and having 
on no more than one 3 in the ſeripture- ſtyle he 

is ſaid to have walked naked. Thus Saul, the ſon of 
Kiſh, when deſtitute only of a prophet's garment, it 
faid to have propheſied naked +; and David, king of 
Iſrael, having laid aſide his royal and military robes, 
is ſaid © to have danced naked before the ark of God, 
© notwithſtanding. he had on a linen ephod 1. In the 
ſame manner, Iſaiah is ſaid to have walked naked, 
when having laid aſide his upper garment, the exter- 
nal badge of his prophetic character, and one of his 
ſhoes, he exhibited himſelf to public view. Though 
this order impoſed a conſiderable une him, 
and might expoſe him to ſome degree of ridicule, if 
not contempt, yet he yielded the moſt punctual and 
exemplary compliance, that he might ſhew his unk- 
mited obedience to God, that he might give uleful 
inſtruction to thoſe among whom he exerciſed bis 


| miniſtry, and preſent to the ſervants of God, in ever 


age, a pattern of ſubmiſſion highly worthy of imitation. 
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z And the Loxp aid, Like as my ſervant | 
Iaiah hath walked naked and bare-foot three 


upon thiopla. _ 


This and the following verſe contains an expoſition 


of the ſign above mentioned. Our prophet, by a&- 
ing in this inſtance as he was commanded, bired 
to the people a ſtriking repreſentation of a diſtant 
and obſcure event; and, by the novelty and ſtrange- 
neſs of his appearance, excited their aſtoniſhment and 
inquiries into the reaſons of his conduct. Though: 
his figure might ſeem ſurpriſing and abſurd, it was 


deligned to. awaken. his fellow- citizens from their in- 


ſenſibility, and to rouſe the attention of all who be- 
held-him to his prediQtions and diſcourſes. Whatever. 
new and uncommon external aſpect he aſſumed, his 


geſture, habit, and actions, were intended to convey, 
to the moſt reluQant and inconſiderate among the 
people, ſome knowledge of the will of God. The 


time Iſaiah continued this practice was three years. 
The expreſſion here uſed is remarkable; for whilſt the 
prophet explains the divine command which he re- 

ceived from God, he gives an expoſition of the order. 
itſelf. The order was, that he ſhould: ſhew himſelf 
naked and bare:foot, to intimate to all who beheld. ' 


him, that within three years they might expect the 


calamity which he foretold, that was likewiſe to con- 
tinue for the ſpace of three years. The words are fo; 


placed in the Hebrew, that they may be connec 
either with the former or latter part of the ſentence, 


and ſo the time ſpecified may refer. either to the dif- 


tance or continuance of the predicted judgment upon 


Egypt and Ethiopia. I can hardly think (but L pre- 
tend not to determine) that our prophet ſhewed him- 


ſelf in public without his upper garment and ſhoe 


during the long period of three years; and therefore 
Lam willing to ſuppoſe, that a day was given him for 
2 N ; RS gre 
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2 Lars as was done to the prophet eee. 
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The uncommon appearance which Vatah mai in 
public, was intended to repreſent to the men of Ju. 
dah, the naked and deſtitute condition to which the 
Egyptians and Ethiopians were to be reduced by their 
enemies the Aﬀyrians., At the time this 2 
was to be fulfilled, great numbers of both 
tions were to be taken priſoners, and led away into 
captivity, with hardly any clothes upon them to cover 

their nakedneſs, which ſhould be at once their, ſhame 
and reproach. To the Egyptians eſpecially, who, like 
other poliſhed nations, were accuſtomed to wear fine 
clothes, and to value themſelves on account of their 
dreſs, this harſh treatment would be exceedingly dil. 
treſſing; and therefore it is added, to. tbe Hane of 
Egypt. This circumſtance does not equally apply to 
Fa Ethiopians, who were to ſhare the ſame fate with 
their allies, as they were far inferior to them in re, 
ſpe& of dreſs and politeneſs; and, on this account 
e they are not mentioned with Egypt in the 

atter clauſe of this verſe. Of the truth of this pre- 


diction, which ere long was to be verified, the Jewiſh 


people had a ſenſible demonſtration preſented to their 
view, which demanded their ſerious attention and 
practical regard. God was / pleaſed to - inſtru 
them, and he ſtill continues to teach us by ſimili- 
tudes. He inculcated upon them many important 


gs leflons, by the ſeething-pot, the linen-girdle,' the pot- 


ter's veſſel, the baſket of figs, and the yoke of. iron, 
of Phich you: read i in the Prophecies of e * 
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in 3 of inftrudion: and in the parables of the; - 
6 ſheep, the prodigal ſon, the ,barren fig tree, ank 
the ten virgins, he gives us many uſeful lefſons, which 
he that hath ears to hear will diligently endeavour to. 


; And they ſhall be afraid and aſhamed of 
Ethiopia their expectation, and of Egypt their 


| The publication of this prophecy being intended ta 
ge e ee £ 7 arge 5 8 "3 
vanity of placing their truſt in Egypt and Ethiopia, a 
e = defend themſelves pr the encroachs»_ | 
ing power of Aſſyria, the wretched condition to which 
their priſoners were to be reduced ſhould have filled 
thoſe who confided in them with confuſion and ter- 
tor. The perſons who the prophet foretels were to 
be afraid and confounded, were the Jews, (whom he. 
does not deign to mention), who gloried in Egypt and 
her allies, After the accompliſhment of the predicted 
event, they were to be aſhamed of the ill-founded ex- 
pectation which they had preſumptuouſly entertained,. 
of receiving effectual aſſiſtance from the confederate 
nations; and to become more afraid than ever, of the 
increaſing greatneſs of Aſſyria. Thoſe who place 
their expectation on princes, and truſt to human aid. 
without proper regard to God, ſhall certainly be afraid | 
and aſhamed.” Egypt was a powerful kingdom, re- 
nowned for the wiſdom of its. counſellors, the riches. 
of its treaſures, and the ſtrength of its armies. Ethio- 
pia was celebrated on account of the vaſt number of. 
ts inhabitants, and the immenſe multitudes which, 
they ſent forth to battle. The ſtrength of theſe two, 
nations being united, the Jews entertained flattering. - 
expeStations From their alliance with them; and eſpe- 
cially did they boaſt of the connection they had 
formed with gypt. Having placed that dependence 
Cd ins . Ss 
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upon an arm of fleſh which ought to have been fixed 
upon the Lord alone, fear and ſhame were to be their 
juſt recompenſe. Such diſappointments ſhould ren. 
der us cautious, and excite us to take diligent heeg, 
leſt, by ſimilar, conduct, we expoſe ourſelyes to that 
ſhame and confuſion of 1 Which e 8 4 
e dens denet. 5 


6 And: the FA of this iſle Mall forks 


that day, Behold, ſuch ir our expectation whither 
we flee for help to be delivered from the Jah 


Aſſyria ; and how hall we elcape? 


The embarraſſed, | perplexed condition, of chk 
who are here ſpoken of, is emphatically delertbef in 
theſe words. The inhabitant of this ile, or rather 
country, as the Hebrew word is tranſlated in the mar. 
gin of ſome Bibles, may denote thoſe who dwelt in 
e land of Paleſtine, which was ſituated by the ſea- 
coaſt, and was nouriſhed and bounded by the ſez, 
eſpecially the Jews and Ephraimites, to whom the 
| oppreſſive power of Aſſyria had become a very griev- 
dus yoke. At the time Egypt and Ethiopia wete to 
be vanquiſhed, and multitudes of both kingdoms 
taken priſoners. by the Aſſyrians, no other power 
exiſted that could ſucceſsfully oppoſe the ambitious 
deſigns of that formidable empire; and therefore the 
people of Judah and Ephraim would, in —4 ſtrong 
terms, expreſs | their. diſappointment, perplexity, and 
conſternation, in ſuch lan uage as this: Behold the 
vain, extravagant expectations in which we long in- 
dulged are now fruſtrated ! Thoſe to whom we reſorted 
for help, and hoped for protection from the ſpreading 
power of Aſſyria, are themſelves conquered. | How 
then ſhall we eſcape who are leſs able to make any re- 
ſiſtance? We ſhall fall a prey into the hands of our 
rapacious, cruel enemies : no o hope of deliverance 
now remains. ; 

| Suck 
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Such, my brethren, is the miſerable diſappoint» 
ment which uniformly attends thoſe who place their 
confidence in man, and truſt not in the Lord Jeho- _. 
vah, in whom is everlaſting ſtrength. To this ſin of : 
relying on human aid, the Jews were « ingly - 
prone ; and on that account they often ſuffered very 
ſeverely. Sometimes they truſted in their fenced 
cities *, ſometimes in their numerous armies +, ſome- 
times in their wiſdom j, ſometimes. in their privi- . 
leges ||, ſometimes in the Aſſyrians $, and ſometimes 


in the ren C, as we learn from the ſcriptures. 


Ez &#7 8&8 29. 


| God therefore juſtly brought againſt them this heavy 
fo”, charge, Thou haſt forgotten me, and truſted in 
of * falſchood,? in thoſe perſons and things that pro- 
kk, miſed aſſiſtance and ſafety, but could not confer them; 
in © therefore the Lord hath rejected thy confidences, 
her and thou ſhalt not proſper in them.“ Inſtead of 
ar. dblelping, they diſtreſſed them. Truſt not then in 
-in WI princes, nor in the ſon of man, in whom there is no 
2. Wy help. If they have inclination, they are often unable 
= WT to aſſiſt and protect their friends: though they ma 
the have both will and power, their breath may depart, all 
ev. their thoughts periſh, and all your hopes be buried 
to vith them. Happy is the man that hath the God 
ms of Jaceb for his help, whoſe hope is in the Lord 
yer ( his Godt op in 1 OR wits | 
Jus This prophecy was doubtleſs exactly fulfilled in its 
the ſeaſon, though ancient hiſtory, handed down to us, 
ng does not particularly record the event to which it 


nd WI chiefly refers. From the accounts tranſmitted to us I 
the reſpeQting this period, we naturally ſuppoſe, that after 


in. that powerful, renowned warrior Shalmaneſer had + 
red occupied Samaria, in the ſixth year of Hezekiah's -' 


no WI 7<ign, he intended to have reduced all the land of 

ow il Paleſtine to his fubje&ion, Being diverted from te 

ue execution of his purpoſe by the interpoſition of di- 
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vine providence, he turned his arms apainſt Exyy 
and Ethiopia, who were then in . | Bale 
with conſiderable ſucceſs. Having obtained ſome 
ſignal victories over the confederate nations, many of 
them were ignominiouſly led away captive, ; as out 
prophet foretold. The people of Judah, who had 
thrown off the yoke of Aſſyria, about the tenth year 


of Hezekiah's reign, being informed of this conqueſt, - 
were afraid, and aſhamed of their condition, dread. 
ing that no way of eſcape was left then from the in. 

creaſing oppreſlive power of the Aſſyrian monate. 
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* ſixth diſcourſe, recorded in the ſecond part 
1 of theſe prophecies, on which we now enter, 

treats of the deſtruction of Babylon of the future 
fortunes of the Idumeans—of the Arabians, the inha- 
bitants of the deſert. . The prophet, who beheld the 
Babylonians extending their conqueſts over the world, 
ſubjecting all Aſia to their empire, and threatening to 
overturn the kingdom of Judah, rapt into an ecſtaty 
by the ſpirit of prophecy, had exhibited to his view, 
the Medes and Perſians inveſting and taking that 
great city. That wonderful event, far exceeding all 
human expectation, he minutely deſcribes, and a 
variety 'of circumſtances with which it was to be ac- 
companied. Notwithſtanding the burden of 74 N 
was related in chap. xiii. the ſubject, being of hig 
/ importahce, is again reſumed, that the people of God 
might be firmly eſtabliſhed in the faith of this aſto- 
niſhing incident, and ſo neither truſt to the friendſhip, 
nor dread the enmity of the Babylonians. The de- 
ſtruction of Babylon being emblematical of the over- 
throw of myſtical Babylon, the powerful enemy of the 
church of God under the New Teſtament, the pro- 
phecy might be repeated, to ſignify the infallible cer. 
tainty of both theſe great events. This prediction 

ſeems to have been delivered much about the ſame 
time with the former, which I ſuppoſed to have been 
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the wonderful ſubject of which he was about to ſpeak, 
introduces bis inſtructions relative to the fatal cata- 
ſtrophe which was to put a final period to the glory 
of Babylon, by mentioning ſome of the many ills. 
which the people of God had ſuffered from that quar- 
ter, ver. 1, 2 The Medes and Perſians are invited 
to lay ſiege to the city, and to execute upon it the juſt 
judgments of God, in the latter part of ver. a. 
Vol., II. e | en. 


in the ſeventh year of king Hezekiah's reign. After W's | 
the inſcription, . our prophet, divinely inſtructed in | 


ind fych it continues to this day. 
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Then follows a graphical deſcription of the iſle, 
ariſing from the great calamity which' that renowned 


city was to experience, ver. 3, 4.—— Some circum. 


ſtances with which it was to be attended ate i 


mentioned, ver. 5. A command is given to the | 
prophet to appoint a watchman,' who faithfully re 


ports what he ſaw, and what was done, ver. 6.9. 


The whole is concluded with a public annunciation, 


that Babylon is fallen. 
HAP. XXL 


THE burden of the deſert of the ſea. A 
1 whirlwinds in the ſouth paſs through; ö 


it cometh from the deſert, from a terrible land. 


The burden of the deſert of the ſea, or; The oracle 
concerning the deſert of the ſea, is the title, or in- 


ſcription, given to this prophecy. From the analogy 


of all its parts, which have a manifeſt reference to 
that great City, and particularly from the ninth verſe, 


it is evident, that Babylon is the ſubje& whereof it 
treats. The names given to. ſome of the books of 


the Old Teſtament, and the titles prefixed to ſeveral 


of Ifaiah's prophecies, are unqueſtionably myſtical, 


« 


and intended to expreſs, Pongh obſcurely, the matter 
which they contain. Of this ſort are the titles placed 
before the five books. of Moſes, before this and the 


Prophecy recorded in the following chapter, where 
the burden of Jeruſalem is called, The burden of the 


valley of viſion. The figurative deſcription here given 
of Babylon was extremely juſt, becauſe around the 
city, eſpecially toward the ſea, was a large flat morals, 
often overflowed by the waters of the Tigris, and the 
_ river Euphrates. Such was itz original ſtate, 
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uch it became after the taking of the city by Cyrus, 
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Is whirlwinds in the ſouth paſt through, &c. Theſe 


words ſeem intended to repreſent the great calamities 


whereby the Babylonians afflicted the Jewiſh nation, 
which brought upon them the awful judgment of 


Heaven, The ſubject is introduced with a ſimilitude 


that deſer ves attention. The whirlwind comes very 
ſuddenly, moving in a circular form; and ſometimes 
blowing with ſuch amazing violence, as to tear u 

arge trees by the roots, and to demoliſh ſtrong edi- 
ficess Winds of this ſort were moſt, frequent in 
ſouthern countries, and from that quarter they were 

obſerved to come moſt commonly: hence theſe words 
of Elihu, * Out of the ſouth cometh the whirlwind *.” 
Our prophet therefore, when he would repreſent the 
terrible diſtreſſes which the Babylonians had inflicted 
upon Judea, compares the - devaſtation which they 

made in that country to whirlwinds in the ſouth; 


| where they ſpread ſudden, unavoidable deſtruction, 
carrying away every thing that might impede their 
progreſs. —So_ it cometh from the deſert. in ie 
manner, defolation came, with the utmoſt violence; 


upon the Jewiſh nation from the deſert, even from 
Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar, ſtimulated by the deſire 
of conqueſt and domination, marched with a great 
army into Judea, vanquiſhing every oppoſition that 
lay in the way: he diſturbed the order and en 3 
lity of the kingdom; he invaded Jeruſalem; he laid 
waſte the temple of God; and, after having fpread 
deſolation over the country, he carried away into exile 
great numbers of the inhabitants. Theſe and many 


other evils which befel the Jews, proceeded © | 


From a terrible land. The land of Aﬀyria juſtly 
merited this deſcription; on account of its prodigious 
extent, and gen e From Canaan, where theſe 
predictions were delivered. Great objects with which 
ve are unacquainted, placed at a remote diſtance, are 
often conſidered as dreadful. The Chaldeans were a. 


Job xxxvii. 9. 
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| firong and martial people; for thus the Lord God 
| ſpeaks of them by the prophet Jeremiah: i 
mighty, it is an ancient nation their quiver is an 
? open ſepulchre, they are all mighty men 1 
know ſome expoſitors have conſidered what is faid in 
this verſe, not as the reaſon of the deſtruction of Ba. 
bylon, but a repreſentation of the rapid march ofthe 
Medes and Perſians under Cyrus, to accompliſh the 
following predictions ; and in. this view the words are 

explained, as containing a fummary of the whole 

phecy that lies before us. Though I will not 
that this is not the meaning of our "prophet, yet 
much prefer the expofition now given, to 8 
applies theſe words to the Medes and Perſians, Ba- 
being here called a deſert, ſeems to have been 
the very deſert from whence came, with great rapi- 
dity and violence, thoſe deſolating judgments, which 
ae compared to. a whirlwind pang OE od 
A294 REI 


2A grievous viſion is dedturec tina mez Se 
eigtherous dealer dealeth treackerouſly, andthe 
ſpoiler ſpoileth : go up, O Elam: bete 0 
Media: all the Wh thereof have I E to 
ceaſe. 


No wonder that our pro het would have RY 
ced this a grievqus, diſtreſſing viſion. ' Whether the _ 
viſion he meant, was the clear diſcovery i afforded him, 
by the ſpirit of prophecy,/ of the calamities which had 
been inflicted by the Babylonians on his countrymen 
the Jews, or the terrible jud ts which were to de 
executed upon Babylon by the Medes and . 
in either view, it muſt have given riſe to great. 
tion. The character was extremely natural and ju, 
whether it was founded*on what was ſaid in the 
verſe, according to the i interpretation now DOR 


ba Jer. v. 15, 16. . ; 
| on 
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on the predictions which follow; relative 10 the ber 7 | 
throw of Babyton.——The treacherous dealer dealeth \ 


1 


is doubtleſs the perſon of whom thele words 


are ſpoken. He ſet no bonnds to his avarice, ambi- 


tion, and injuſtice; but, in the exeeution of his de. 
ſigns, perſiſted in acting moſt perfidiouſly, and in 


plundering thoſe who would not ſubmit to his autho- 
rity. That tyrannical prince, regardleſs of the happi- 
neſs of fociety, and defpiling the laws of humanny, 


refit his power, oppreſſed, ſpoiled, and led-away'cap- 


_ tive the people into foreign countries. In this man- 
ner he acted, conſiſtently with the odious character 


here given by our prophet; and in this baſe, iniqui- 


_ overturned thofe governments which were unable to 


tous conduct he obſtinately perſiſted, notwithſtanding 


the remonſtrances that were made againſt it. He is 


a proud man (faith the prophet Habakkuk), neither 
© keepeth at home, who enlargeth his defire as hell, 


eth unto him all nations, and heapeth unto him all 


© people *. On good grounds therefore (as the pro- 


phet intimates in the verſes preceding this quotation), 


the juſt look for the fulfilment: of the' promiſes made 


to the church, eſpecially when tyrants, intoxicated' 


with their power and grandeur, are guilty of tre-. 
chery and cruelty, tyranny and ambition, and thus 


? 


moſt terrible divine judgments.——On theſe and 
other accounts, the order is publiſned ; 
Go up, O Elam : befiege, O Media, &c. Rapt in 


prophetic ecſtacy, Iſaiah calls upon the 2 5 
n 


. 
[ 


Medes to execute the: divine vengeance upon 
lon. This command, like that delivered in chap. 


xi. 3. proceeded from the Lord God of hoſts, who ' 
muſtereth the armies. of battle, and aſſigneth to Ring- 
doms, as well as individuals, the various ſervices. 


Fab. ii. 35. | 


Fa whereby 


and is as death, that cannot be fatisfied; but gather- 


bring dawn upon themſelves, and'their kingdoms, the. 8 80 
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fear unto me. 8 
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' whereby they execute his pleaſure. The order for 

going and beſieging Babylon is directed to Elam: 

This was the name of the firſt- horn of Shem, the fon 

' of Noah; and 9 given to his poſterity, which 
e 


were afterward called 


d Perſians, from Perſeus, one of 
their kings. Media was apciently a kingdom in Aſia, 
that ſubſiſted above three hundred years, the capital 


of which was Ecbatana. It was afterwards united 
with Perſia into one great empire, over which Cyrus 


was king. To theſe united powers the call is addreſſ. 
ed, which was accompanied with, aſtoniſhing efficacy. 


Though our prophet had not the leaſt ability whereby 


he could induce the nations to obey the order that he 


' publiſhed, yet, coming from the God of the ſpirits of 


all fleſh, it produced its full effect. He commanded, 


and all things ſtood faſt in the beginning: his word 


brought the flood upon the world of the ungodly; 
and the Elamites and Medes, from afar, againſt Ba- 
bylon. All preparations and attempts are in vain, 
when God doth not call for them. Men have ſounded 


the trumpet, and gone forth to battle in vain, becauſe 


God proſpered them not. All the creatures muſt 
hearken to his voice, and execute his pleaſure. 
All the ſigbing thereof have I made to ceaſe. The ſighs 
and groans, the complaints, tears, and ſorrows, to 


which Babylon had given riſe, by her many inſidious 
attempts upon the liberties and poſſeſſions of neigh- 


bouring nations, and particularly of Judah, were. to 


come to a period with that great opprefling city. 
Ihe cauſe being removed, the effect ſhould ceaſe. 


3 Therefore are my loins filled with pain; 

pangs have taken hold upon me, as the pangs of a 
woman that travaileth : I was bowed down at the 
hearing of it, I was diſmayed at the ſeeing of ii. 


4 My heart panted, fearfulneſs affrighted me: 


the night of my pleaſure hath he turned into 


* 
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| Whilſt the Holy Spirit placed fully in the view of | 
our prophet, the dreadful calamities which the Medes 


and Perſians were to inflict upon Babylon, he is ſeized 
with dread and conſternation, which he defcribes in 
very ſtrong terms, This terror and diſmay with 


which he was now afflicted, afforded. a ſtriking em. 


blem of the terrible anguiſh and perturbatian that the 
execution of the divine judgments he foreſaw were 
coming upon that great city would excite in its inha- 
bitants. In like manner, the deep fleep, and horror 
of thick darkneſs, which fell upon the patriarch Abra- 
ham, when he had a viſion of the future oppreſſion of 
his poſterity in Egypt, might prefigure that affliction, 
and their ſtupid inſenſibility when in that condition. 
The deſcription before us, is copious, emphatical, and 


extremely moving. Therefore are my loins filled 


with pain. The ſtrength of man is chiefly ſeated in 
his loins ; and when they are much pained, the per- 
ſon, in this ſlate, muſt be greatly debilitated, and 
exceedingly diſtreſſed. —Pangs have taken hold of 
me, as the pangs of a woman that travaileth. Repre- 


ſentations of this ſort are ſometimes illuſtrated in 


ſcripture by this ſtrong ſimilitude, to expreſs the 


extreme anguiſh felt by the perſon in diſtreſs; and 


this idea is plainly intended to be conveyed by it 


here. was bowed down at the hearing of it, as one 


unable to ſuſtain the intolerable burden that is laid 
upon him.——[ was diſmayed at the ſecing of it. 
While he beheld the viſion preſented to his view, he 
was greatly terrified, and much diſquieted. —— My 


heart panted, fearfulnefs affrighted me. Our prophet : 


leems to have been in a condition ſimilar to that of 
Eliphaz, the Temanite, when a thing was ſecretly 


brought to him, and his ear received a little theres 


* of. In thoughts from the viſions of the night, when 
deep fleep fa 
{ trembling, which made all his bones to ſhake . He 


85 Job iv. 12, 13, 14. 5 | 
Fe oy was 


leth on men, fear came upon him, and 
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was exceedingly agitated and affrighted. Fray eme 
upon him like an armed man, and overwhelmed bim 


with unutterable diſtreſs The night of . my pleaſure 


hath he turned into fear unto me, The ſeaſon wherein 
L have been refreſhed with ſuch comfortable repoſe as 
God giveth to his beloved people, and favoured with 
viſions of ſovereign mercy and grace from the Al. 
mighty, is now become a Laien of perplexity, fear, h 
and dread. All this complicated diſtreſs, felt by i 
- Waiah, as I have already hinted, was only the antici. H 
pation. of what ſhould be experienced by the king and it 
people of Babylon, in the fatal night wherein that pi 
city was to be taken by its enemies, he 
5 Prepare the table, watch in the watch- tower, co 
eat, drink: ariſe, ye princes, and 'anoint the ch 
r : 
Some circumſtances reſpeQing the capture of Ba. the 
bylon are here mentioned, with equal; minute exaQ- et 
neſs as if the prophet had been actually preſent at this Fo 
cataſtrophe, and related them from accurate recol- per 
lection. Prepare the table, or as the Hebrew words. me 
may be rendered, the table is preparing, or prepared. cut 
In that memorable night wherein Babylon was taken, ope 
a very great feſtival was celebrated by the priueęs and of t 
the people, during which they were accuſtomed to in- and 
dulge in drunkenneſs and debauchery. On chat oc- his 
caſion, the Babyloniſh, monarch gave a magnificent by t 
entertainment to the chief officers of his kingdom, 
and the ladies of his court, The table was prepared, ( 
and richly furniſhed. At the. ſame time that the bet: 
order was given that ſupper ſhould be got ready, a 
command was alſo: given, Watch: in the watch-tower, 0 
that the earlieſt notice may be communicated to thoſe poin 
in power, ſhould any diſturbance, or riot, take place he e 
during their feſtivity and joy Theſe orders were Vier 
followed by an invitation to eat, drink ; to feaſt and The 
rejoice, now that the entertainment was prepared, and  Uuty, 
„ neceſſary Vc 
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neceſſary precautions taken for preſerving the peace 
of the city. Ariſe ye princes, und anoint the ſhield: 
The large and deep trenches being now finiſhed' 
which Cyrus intended to make around the city, and 
being well informed of the confuſion which generally 
prevailed at this feſtival, both in the palace and city, 
he gives orders to the princes and chief officers under 
his command, to take their proper ſtations, to anoint 
the ſhield, and immediately prepare for actual ſervice. 
Having poſted part of his troops on that ſide where 
the river Euphrates entered into the city, and another 
part on that ſide by which it went out, in the evening 
he opened the large ditches, which were formed as 
receptacles to contain the water of the river, and 
commanded his officers and men to march along the 
channel ſo ſgoni as it became fordable. The channel 
ſon becoming almoſt dry, the troops advanced front 
oppoſite ſides toward each other, the gates leading to 
the river having been left open, through the negli- 
— or diſſipation of thoſe to whom that ſervice be- 
onged. The army of Cyrus having in this manner 
penetrated into the heart of the city, and the troops 
meeting at the palace- royal, ſurpriſed the guards, and 
cut them to pieces. The doors of the palace „ : 
opened by ſome perſon, to know what was the cauſe 
of the noiſe that they heard, the ſoldiers ruſhed in; 
nd meeting the king; they killed him, and put all | 
lis attendantꝭ to the word. Thus was Babylon taken 
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by the Medes and Perſians, SEL 


6 For thus hath the Lok faid unto me, Go 
ſet a watchiman, let him declare what he ſeeth,' | 


Our prophet is required by divine command to ap- 
point a watchman, who ſhouid give what information 
be could communicate reſpecting this great event, 
nbereby the above prediction might be confirmed. - 
The watchman was ordered by infinite wiſdom to do 
duty, that, from the watch- tower in which he was 
Vol. II. Ee 1 ſtationed, 
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and immediately report whatever he obſerved. 
| obedience to the admonition which Iſaiah received 


claimed his attention, of which he gives the following 


horſemen, a chariot of aſſes, and a chariot of ca- 


made by the watchman, in conſequence of his faithful 


with chariots, which were driven funouſly into the 


in. drawing their chariots. Thoſe to whom the watch 


tions, were advancing to lay ſiege to Babylon, under 
the command of two generals, one belonging to each 
kingdom. And he hearkened diligently with much 


10 


1 


ſtationed, ſomewhere in the neighbourhood, and full | 
view of Babylon, he might carefully attend to every 
movement of the troops that marched foward the 6 


from God, a watch is ſet, the ſtation is fixed, hi 
buſineſs is aſſigned him; and he ſoon ſees what 
account: 

7 And he ſaw a chariot with a couple of 


mels; and he hearkened diligently with much 
heed. | e oe i hide) ods one kth 


The prophet next proceeds to relate the report 
attention to the duties of his office. The firſt ob- 


jet which he ſaw, was a chariot with a couple of 
horſemen. The eaſtern nations anciently often fought 
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field of battle, where they made terrible havock 
among the enemy. In theſe chariots of war, there 
were commonly two perſons, one of whom managed 
the horſes, whilſt the other was employed in ſhooting 
arrows and throwing darts. Probably theſe were the 
couple of horſemen ſeen by the watchman. A cha- n 
riot of afſes, and a chariot of camels. The one chariot | 
was drawn by aſſes or mules, which were commonly 
uſed by the Perſians for this purpoſe; the other was an 
drawn by camels, which were employed by the Medes co 


man made this report, might be naturally led to ſup- 
poſe, that a large army, compoſed of theſe two na- 


heed. With the greateſt care and aſſiduity he nar- 


rowly watched their motions, allowing no circum- 


ſtance 
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ſtance to paſs unnoticed. That he might be in a ca- 
pacity to give every poſſible information reſpecting 
theſe chariots, and the armies to which they belong- 
ed, he attentively liſtened, that he might colle& ſome- 
thing from what he heard, as well as from what he 
ſaw. e . 1 


9 And he cried, A lion: my Lord, Iftand . : 
continually upon the watch-tower in the day; « 
time, and I am ſet in my ward whole nights. 


The watchman having declared what he ſaw, pro- 
ceeds to relate what he heard, in conſequence of his 
diligent attention to his buſineſs.— And he cried, 4 
lion; i. e. according to the opinion of ſome commen- 
tators, he cried with a loud voice, as when a lion 
 roareth, as did the angel of whom the apoſtle John 

ſpeaks, who ſet his right foot on the ſea, and his left 
upon the earth, and lifted up his hand to heaven, and 

ſware by him that liveth for ever and ever, that time 
ſhould be no longer *. Though this may poſſibly be 

the meaning of the expreſſion, which is addreſſed by 

the watchman with great reſpect to his employer, yet 

the words may be conſiſtently, and perhaps better ex- 
plained without ſupplying as, which the above inter- 
pretation requires. He cried, A lion. When a centi- 
nel or watchman takes his ſtation, a word is given 
him by the main guard, which being called out on 
the approach of danger, quickly runs from one to 
another, until it reach the commanding officer. | In 
conformity to this cuſtom, a lion might be the word 
delivered to the watchman on this occaſion, which he ME, 
| Joudly called out, to intimate his having (diſcovered  .- 
that the Medes and Perſians were advancing toward 

Babylon.! will venture a third conjecture upon 

this paſſage, which by ſome hath been pronounced 

unintelligible. Perhaps when the watchman gave 
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notice of the chariots that he obſerved approaching 
toward Babylon, he might be aſked by his employer, 
what ſtandard the army had among them? To this 
inquiry the reply was given, A lion, my lord. 
gand continually on the watch-tower in the day tine, 
and I am ſet in my ward whole nights, I am conſtant 
and aſſiduous, day and night, in diſcharging my duty, 
in order to make farther diſcaveries of the motion: 
of the enemy. What a noble example of diligence 
and fidelity is here ſet before thoſe whom God hath 
appointed to be watchmen in his church, who witch 
for ſouls as they that muſt give account to their great 
Lord how they have performed their office! The 
church of God, like a beſieged city, is continually. 
expoſed to many enemies and dangers ; and therefore 
thoſe who occupy the ſtation of watchmen, by unre. 
mitted attention and 8 ought to be always 
ready to give early and faithful warning of every ap. 


9 And behold, here cometh a chariot of men, 
zoith a couple of horſemen: and he anſwered 
and ſaid, Babylon is fallen, is fallen; and all the 
graven images of her gods he hath broken unta 


The perſon on the watch-tower now. announces | 
another diſcovery that he made, of a-chariot drawn 
by horſes, and occupied by men ; of whom nothing 

can be ſaid with certainty, but that they were advan- 

cing toward Babylon, that they might beſiege the 
city——After giving this intimation, He anſwered 
and ſaid. In ſcripture-language this expreſſion fre- 
quently denotes no more than the perſons continuing 
to ſpeak, though no queſtion hath been aſked that re· 
quires a reply; and in this ſenſe the words are here e 

uſed. The watchman proceeded to declare, Bahn 
& fallen, is fallen, That great city, which was om 


1 
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glory of kingdoms, and the admiration of the nations, 

is fallen from her grandeur and ene fram 
her power and proſperity, into a moſt abject and can- 
temptible condition, from which ſhe ſhall never more 
ariſe, Her fall might be twice mentioned, to denote 
that the ſpeaker was deeply intereſted in this ſubject, 
the ſtrong emotions which he felt on this occaſion, 
and the abſolute certainty of this wonderful event, 
determined in the purpoſe of the Almighty.— One 
can hardly forbear to remark the ſtriking ſimilarity 
of what is recorded in this prophecy to the /proclama. 
tion made by the angel, who came down from heaven 
with great power, and with whoſe glory the earth 
was lightened ; * who cried mightily with a ſtrong 
voice, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen?.“ 
And all the graven images of her gods he hath broken 
unto the ground, The Babylonians were much addicted 


to idolatry, and had among them the images of the 


gods whom they honoured. One of theſe images is 


aid to have been forty feet high, and in weight to = 


have been one thouſand talents, Nebuchadnezzar, 
king of Babylon, made an image of gold, whoſe 
height was ſixty cubits, and the breadth thereof ſix 
cubits +. It is here affirmed, that when this great city 
was overthrown, all the images of the deities whom 
they worſhipped were completely deſtroyed, and the 

homage paid them by their blinded votaries was to 
come to a perpetual end. The predictions relative to 
this remarkable-event are clear and explicit. | Thus 


ſpake the word of the Lord by Jeremiah the prophet, 


Declare ye among the nations, and publiſh, and ſet 
up a ſtandard, prot and conceal not: ſay, Baby- 


Ilon is taken, Bel is confounded, Merodach is broken 


in pieces, her idols are confounded, her iinages are 
broken in pieces f. | In the execution of this judg- 
ment, the all-wiſe providence of God was pleaſed to 


_ employ the Perſians; concerning whom an ancient 


Ker. xvili. 1, 2. 5 + Dan. iii. 1. 7 Jer. I. 2. 
. hiſtorian 
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hiſtorian obſerves, that they erected neither ſtatues, 
temples, nor altars, and that they conſidered thoſe _ 
who required ſuch things to. be made as mad and 
infatuatedl . 1 5 
Thus fell the great city Babylon, according to the 
predictions delivered by the prophets of the Lord, 
Myſtical Babylon, which was anciently prefigured by 
this rich and powerful city, ſtill exiſts and Heuridbes 
You have read the prophecies recorded in ſcripture 
concerning its downfal and deſtruction. Faithful 
watchmen, ſtanding in their watch-towers, have care- 
fully obſerved every commotion among the nations 
which ſeemed to bring forward the execution of the 
threatened judgment. The time fixed in the divine 
decree is faſt approaching, in which thoſe who are 
deſtined by providence to be the inſtruments of over- 
throwing this power, which hath long been inimical 
to the people of God, ſhall be commanded to perform 
this arduous ſervice. Our fathers beheld the com- 
mencement of this great work; and we, ſtanding 
continually on the watch, may ſee the work going 
forward with all expedition. According to the pro- 
miſe of God, we expect that the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt ' 
ſhall be preached unto all nations; that the Holy 
Spirit ſhall be poured out upon all fleſh more abun- 
| dantly than in times paſt, every thing that oppoſeth 
or exalteth itſelf againſt the knowledge of God being 
removed. We look forward with hope and joy to 
the glorious victory of the Son of God over every ad- 
verſe power, when he ſhall put down all authority 
. hoſtile to his government; when he ſhall diſplay bis 
lory as King of kings and Lord of lords; when in- 
fidelity, ſuperſtition, error, and Heatheniſm, ſhall be 
aboliſhed, and the cry again heard, Babylon is fallen, 
is fallen, and ſhall no more ariſe. In this pleaſing 
proſpect we ſay, Amen and amen: fo let it be, ſo 
ſhall it be, REN FFF 


Herodot. lib. i. p. 62. 5 
10 O my 
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10 O my threſhing, and the corn of my floor: 
that which I have heard of the Lorp of hoſts 
the God of Ifrael, have I declared unto you. 


Theſe words, which contain the concluſion of this 
prophecy, are addrefled to the church of God by our 
prophet, who gives the moſt explicit aſſurance, that he 
hath faithfully related what God had been pleaſed to 
reveal to him. The church is the threſhing-floor, in 
which the corn is broken off from the ſtraw, and ſe- 
parated from the chaff, The buſineſs aſſigned to the | 
prophets and ſervants of God with reſpect to his 
church, is to reprove, to convince, to threaten, and 
admoniſh, in-order that they may make a ſeparation 
between the wheat and the chaff. This is the deſign 
of their office; and to accompliſh this purpoſe, all 
their ſtudies and labours are directed. Under this 
beautiful figure, John the Baptiſt ſpeaks of Jeſus 
Chriſt: © Whoſe fan is in his hand, and he will 
© thoroughly purge his floor, and gather the wheat 
into the garner : but he will burn up the chaff with 
* unquenchable fire“. And our prophet here ele- 
gantly addreſſes the people among whom he perform- 
ed his miniſtry in this manner: O my threſhing ; the 
objects upon whom I exerciſe the well-nieant ſeverity 
of my diſcipline; and whom I endeavour to lay open 
to the inſtructions which I am entruſted to convey— . 
And the corn of my floor, that is committed to my pe- 
culiar care, and which it is my proper work to pre- 
pare for my Maſter's uſe, to whom belong the cattle _ 
and the corns upon a thouſand hills To you I make 
known, according to the commandment of the ever- 
laſting God, thoſe revelations which he hath commu- 
nicated to me for your benefit. „ 
That which I have heard of the Lord of hoſts tb 
God of Iſrael, have I declared unts you. The moſt _ 
ſolemn aſſurance is given, that Iſaiah faithfully de- 
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livered to the men of Judah what he had heard of 


God, particularly reſpecting the ſubject of the pre. 


ceding predictions. What amiable integrity and ſim- 
plicity are expreſſed in theſe few words! Indeed; ho- 
neſty and plainneſs of ſpeech are conſpicuous, in all 
the diſcourſes and writings of the prophets and 
apoſtles. Peter and John told the coüncil before 


whom they appeared, that they could not but ſpeak 
which they had heard and ſeen“: the 


the thin | | 
apaſtle John affirms, that what he had ſeen, and 


heard, and handled, he declared unto us : and our 


prophet here gives the moſt unequivocal declaration 
of the ſame truth. The inſpired writers did not pubs 


liſh the fictions of their own fancies, nor did they im- 
poſe upon mankind cunningly deviſed fables: but 
they have made known to us the truths which they 


heard of the Lord of hoſts, for whom nothing is im- 


poſſible; the God of Iſrael, who will do every thing that 


is neceſſary for the ſafety and felicity of his people. 


Deeply impreſſed with a juſt ſenſe of the excellency 1 
and certainty of the word of God, let us receive di. 


vine truths with cordial affection, with profound hu- 


mility and dutiful ſubmiſſion. Let us diligently look 
into the perfect law of liberty, and continue therein, 
being not forgetful hearers, but doers of the work, 


that we may be bleſſed in our deeds. 


—V—— —— 4 


11 | THE burden of Dumah. He calleth-to 
me out of Seir, Watchman, what of the night „ 


watchman, what of the night? 


This enigmatical prophecy foretels the continuance 


of former diſtreſſes, with the addition of ſome new ca- 
lamities, which were to befal the Idumeans, at the time 


wherein the Jews, being extricated from the darkneſs 


: : Ad iv, 20. 1 1 John i. 1, 2s 3. 
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of affliction, in which they had been involved in com- 
mon with the Idumeans, were to enjoy deliverance 
and comfort, The prophet introduces a meſſenger 
from Idumea, inquiring, with great earneſtneſs, of 
ſome Jewiſh prophet, as to the time of the night of. 
darkneſs and affliction. To this inquiry, the prophet, 
probably Iſaiah, returns for anſwer, That the evils 
wherewith the Jewiſh nation were diſtreſſed ſhould 
| ſoon be over, and be fucceeded by the cheering light 
| of the morning, whilft the Idumeans, oppreſſed with 
new and unexpected miſeries, were to remain in thick 
darkneſs. Of theſe two parts, ares 
anſwer, this prophecy conſiſts ; which ſeems deſigned 
to check the incredulity and haughtineſs of thoſe who 
inſulted over the Jewiſh people, becauſe they were in- 
volved in ſimilar calamities with themſelves 
The prophecy is inſcribed, the burden of Dumah. 
Dumah ſeems to be a contraction of Idumea, the 
country poſſeſſed by the Edomites, the poſterity of 
Flau, who was called Edom. Similar abbreviation 
of names often occur in ſcripture ; as where Aram is 
called Ram, and Jehoſhua Joſhua. The land of Idu- 
mea, in which mount Seir was ſituated, was given, by 
divine grant, to Eſau, and his poſterity ; and on this 
account, the Lord charged Moſes not to allow the 
Iſraelites to invade the Edomites. There Eſau fixed 
lis habitation, as we learn from Gen. xxxii, 3. Seir 
formed the mountainous part of Idumea, lying toward 
the land of Canaan, forming the boundary between 
theſe two countries. This prediction is ſaid to be the 
burden of Dumah, becauſe it contained tidings which 
muſt have proved exceeding grievous and afflictive to 
the inhabitants of that land.——A meſſenger, ſent 
rom that country, is introduced, interrogating the 
prophet (1 ſuppoſe Iſaiah), as to the progreſs and con- 
inuance of the calamities which they ſuſtained in 
common with the Jews. © © | 2 
He calleth to me out of Seir ; or, as the words may. 
& rendered, there is one that calleth to me out ß 
Vol. II. „ Sei. 


eſtion and the | 


Seir. The voice which proceeded from an individual, 
muſt be conſidered as expreſſing the requeſt bf great 
numbers of his countrymen, 4 pan Nö the pro- 
phet's reply, delivered in the plural. If ye will in. 
guire, inquire ye. The Hebrew word tranflated c, 


cry of thoſe who are in diſtteſs, inipatiently waiting 


nations ſurrounding Judea; and therefore” they ſent 


to give them of their future condition. To obtain 
what intelligence he could get on this ſübject, the 


their ſpiritual enemies, in watching for God more 


miniſters of the Lord. To them it belohgs carefully 
to obſerve the providences of God, the ſeaſons of 
danger and deliverance, and the conduct of thoſe of 
whom they have the inſpection. Like watchmen, 
they ought to be perſons remarkable for courlge and 
_ fortitude, who will not be eaſily intimidated, faithful 
in charging the truſt repoſed in them, vigilant that 
they be not ſu 


—— 
— 


neſs to give the hour of the night. On theſe accounts, 
Iſaiah is juſtly addreſſed by the deſignation of à watch. 
man. To him the Moſt High was pleaſed to reveal 
the future fortunes not only of his peculiar people, 
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bath a peculiar emphaſis in this place, ſignifying the 


to obſerve the dawn of the morning. Perhaps the 
inhabitants of Dumah had been informed, that our 
prophet was publiſhing divers oracles reſpecting the 


to him, wiſhing to know if he had any informition 


meſſenger, whom they diſpatched, inquires,” 
Watchman, what of the night ? Though all the fer- 
vants of God may be called watchmen, in as much 
as their proper buſineſs conſiſts in watehing over their 
hearts and lives, in watching againſt the affaults of 


than they that look for the morning, and for che beſt 
opportunities of doing good, yet this character is 
aſcribed, with peculiar propriety, to the prophets and 


| ſuddenly ſurpriſed, conſtant in attending 
to the duties of their ſtation, and in continual readi- 


but of the neighbouring nations; and“ to acquaint 
him, in ſome meaſure, with the ſeaſon, the nature, 


and duration of the judgments to be executed - ai 
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them in after- times. He was therefore the moſt pro- 


per perſon in the world ro reſolve the following . 


quiry, and of all men the beſt qualified to give a ſa- 
üsfying anſwer.. If you are ſurpriſed that the queſ- 


tion before us ſhould have been put to a prophet, in 


the land of Judea, by the Edomites, who were aliens 
from the commonwealth of Iſrael, and ſtrangers to 


| the covenants of promiſe, you ought to recollect, that 


the prophets of .Jehovah were appointed watchmen, 


to publiſh his defigns of mercy and judgment to the 


church and to the world. Their fame had ſpread 
abroad among the eaſtern nations, who entertained a 


high veneration of their character. Thoſe therefore 
who were anxious to know their own future deſtiny, 


or when God intended to favour Zion, would natural- 
y ſeek information, as to theſe matters, from ſome of 
this renowned claſs of men. Beſides, it ought to be 
remembered, that the Edomites were the deſcendants 


of the patriarchs Abraham and Iſaac, as well as the 
Jews ; and, eng in their neighbourhood, they might 


have ſome. knowledge of the ſacred writings and in- 


ſpired prophets, of which the inquiry now to be con- 


12 


ſidered affords ſome conſiderable evidenee. 
What of the night? This queſtion undoubtedly re- 


lates not to the natural night, wherein the ſun ceaſes 


to, give light, and darkneſs prevails; but to a meta- 
phorical night, the ſtate of adverſity and affliction, of 
obſcurity and darkneſs, in which the Idumeans were 
involved, through the oppreſſive power of Aſſyria. 
The day being often mentioned in ſcripture as an 


emblem of proſperity, liberty, and joy, the night is 
ſpoken of as a ſymbol of calamity and diſtreſs. In 
this ſenſe, the words of God, by our prophet, ſpeaking _ 


concerning deliverance from the captivity of Babylon, 


muſt be underſtood : 5 I form the light, and create 


c the darkneſs 2.9 And in the inquiry before us, the \ | 
night muſt be conſidered in its figurative import, aa 


125 Iſaiah xlv. 7. ert ys 
| denoting 


from Seir. 


* 
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denoting a ſtate of darkneſs, affliction, and ſorrow. 


The meaning therefore of the queſtion will be ſhortly 
this: Watchman, what information can you give re- 


ſpecting the ſtate and progreſs of the night of calami. 
ty, diſtreſs, and darkneſs, in which Idumea is now 


enveloped? How far is it advanced? Are we arrived 
at that period in which we may hope our affairs will 
ſoon take a favourable turn? Do you diſcern any 
ſigns, or have you had any revelations from Heaven, 
intimating, that the afflictions we now ſuſtain will 
ere long be over, and be ſucceeded with the joyful 
morning-light of deliverance and of proſperity. - The 
queſtion, you obſerve, is twice repeated, to expreſs the 
anxious ſolicitude of the inhabitants of Seir reſpecting 


the ſubject of inquiry, their deep concern in this mat - 


ter, and their great impatience to obtain a deciſive 
anſwer. - | | | TR ee 


12 The watchman ſaid, The morning com- 
eth, and alſo the night: if ye will inquire, in- 
quire ye: return, come. eee 


Theſe words contain the anſwer to the call given 
The reſponſe ſeems to me involved in 
conſiderable obſcurity; and therefore, I ſay, if ye will 
Inquire into its import, inquire ye. I ſhall give you 
the fruit of my inquiries, which I hope in the mean 


time will prove acceptable and uſeful. As the queſ- 


tion put in the former verſe muſt be underſtood in a 
figurative ſenſe, the anſwer muſt be explained in the 
ſame manner. The night there ſignified a ſtate of per- 
plexity and affliction; the morning here denotes-de- 
liverance, joy, and conſolation. When the watchman 


ſaid, The morning cometh, he affirmed, that the much- 


deſired chearful ſeaſon, approached, wherein deliver- 
ance was to be vouchſafed, light and comfort diffuſed, 
joy and gladneſs was to ſpring up, and diſpel the dark- 


neſs and ſorrow which then prevailed. This happy 


period was faſt haſtening on, and ere long to make 
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| Jcfrable light which will ſoon ſhine forth, ſhall 
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is wiſhed-for appearance.——And alſo the night. The 
| be 
ſucceeded by the darkneſs of new affliction, calamity, 


and ſorrow, that ſhall again overſpread the land. As 


light and darkneſs by turns follow each other, ſo, in 
a figurative ſenſe, they ſhall alternately ſucceed one 
another in the diſpenſations of providence and grace. 

You may expect in a ſhort time that your condition 


| ſhall be changed for the better, but your proſperous 


ſtate ſhall' be again altered much to the worſe. 
There is a frequent interchange of good and evil, of 
proſperity and adverſity, in the lot both of individuals 
and ſocieties. God not only intermixes, with won- 
derful variety, ſome meaſure of the one with the 
other, but he ſo orders human affairs, that, as Solo- 
mon obſerved, he ſets the one over againſt the other. 
Of the truth of this remark many inſtances occur in 
ſcripture. The apoſtle Paul, ſoon after he was fa- 


voured with abundance of revelations, had a meſſen- 


ger of Satan ſent to buffet him. The morning. light 
hone upon the Lfraelitiſh nation under the reign of 
David and Solomon; the night drew on after Reho- 
boam aſcended the throne. In the days of Afa and 
Jehoſhaphat, it was light in Judah; in the time of 
Joram and Joaſh, it was darkneſs. The viciſſitudes 
of day and night, in the experience and obſervation 


ol particular perſons and kingdoms, recur as regu- 


dition, as they do in the natural world. «© ' 
If ye will inquire, inquire ye. If ye will endeavour 

to diſcover the reafons of this diſpenſation, and the 

important purpoſes which are thereby accompliſned, 

inquire ye, and ye will find, that, by this alternate 


larly, though not ſo frequently, in their external con- 


ſucceſſion of light and darkneſs, the Almighty is 
pleaſed to awaken people from their dangerous ſecu-. 
ty, and to excite them to ſtudy the knowledge oß 
his will. By the obſcurity of the night, he moderates 


their happineſs and joy; by the reviving light of the 
morning, he alleviates their diſtreſſes and W 
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He ſo diverſiſies their circumſtances, that they are 
not always profperous, nor always affſicted: ſome- 
times they enjoy comforts, and ſometimes they are 
depreſſed with troubles. He employs both mercies 
and judgments, light and darkneſs, that he may en- 
liven their hope and confidence, and excite their fear 
and reverence. For theſe and ſimilar purpoſes, God 
orders the tide of proſperity to ebb and to flow, the 
morning - light of comfort to ſhine; and afterward the 
night of calamity to ſucceed. Inquire ye, and ye ſhall 
find theſe, and ſuch as theſe, are the deſigns to be an- 
ſwered by the variegated conditions of mankind, The 
practice of this duty our prophet recomniends to the 
Idumeans, as being well ſuited to their preſent dil. 
treſſed circumſtances, —Would ye know what the 
true God hath determined concerning you, and what 
he requires in order to your deliverance? Search into 
the reaſons of his providential diſpenſations toward 
you, ſeriouſly inveſtigate the cauſes which have con- 
tributed to afflict you with thoſe evils whereof you 
complain, attentively liſten to any intimations you 
have received of the divine will, and impartially con- 
ſider if you have turned at God's reproof. If not, 
without delay, een de ene 
Return, come. Since you ſeem anxious, in your 
preſent diſtreſs, to know the will of God concerning 
you, and to perform your duty, return from your 
cuil ways, whereby you have incurred the awful diſ- 
pleaſure of almighty God, and provoked him that 
chaſtizeth the Heathen' ſeverely to correct you. Re- 
turn to the Lord, from whom you have widely de- | 
parted, whoſe goodneſs you have abuſed, whoſe laws 
you have tranſgreſſed, and whoſe favour you ſhall find 
to be better than life. Return to the practice of that 
righteouſneſs which exalteth a nation, and you ſhall 
© find that the work of righteouſneſs is peace, and the 
effect thereof quietneſs and aſſurance for erer. Re- 
© turn to the Lord with all your heart, with faſting, 
with weeping, and with mourning ; * 
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« heart, and not your garments: turn unto the Lord 
jour God; for he is gracious and merciful, flow to 


« anger, and of great kindneſs, and repenteth him of 


© the evil v. Ihis is the awful voice, the gracious. 
call of the living God, addreſſed to you, my brethren. 


Return unto me, and I will return unto. you, ſaith 
the Lord of hoſts f.“ This is the voice of all God's 
works; this is the voice of conſcience; this is the 


voice of every merey, of every affliction, and of every 
revelation which God hath given to the children of 


men. Hearken diligently, and incline your ear to 
the gracious call of divine benevolence and tender 
compaſſion. Come unto God without delay, and 
obey his voice, that you may be ſaved from the ills 
that you ſuſtain, and thoſe which you dread. Come 
and join yourſelves to the Lord in a perpetual cove- 


nant that ſhall never be forgotten: forſake the fooliſh, 


and live, and go in the way of underſtanding. Then 


ſhall your light riſe in obſcurity, and your darkneſs 


be as the noon-day; whereas if your thoughts are 


thoughts of iniquity, waſting and deſtruction are in 


your paths: ye ſhall wait for light, but behold obſcu- 


rity; for brightneſs, but ye walk in darkneſs f. 


Permit me to remark, before I proceed to a new 


ſubject, that the anſwer given by the prophet to the 


inquiry made by the Idumeans, is delivered in gene- 


nal, figurative terms, and accompanied with a practi- 


cal advice reſpecting preſent, indiſpenſable duty. In 


this manner, curious queſtions are commonly anſwered 
in ſcripture. Our Lord Jeſus, Chriſt being aſked, 
* Are there few that ſhall be ſaved? he faid unto 
them, Strive to enter in at the ſtrait gate; for I ſay 


* unto. you, many will ſeek to enter in, and ſhall not 


de able . When the diſciples aſked of their divine 
Maſter, © Tell us when ſhall theſe things be? he an- 


ſwered and ſaid, Take heed that no man deceive . | 


1 *.Jodl;i i :77 
|| Luke xiii. 23, 232. 


+ Mal. i 7 4 Uh hr. 7, . 5 


you 


proclamation of Cyrus, made the joyful morning 
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you watch therefore, for ye know not at what hour 
your Lord doth come *.* The apoſtle Peter having 
inquired of his Lord concerning his fellow. diſciple, 
What ſhall this man do?” received for anſwer, 11 


I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? 


follow thou me f. And in the oracle before us, the 


Idumeans, prompted by. curioſity, inquiring af the 
prophet concerning their future fortunes, received 


the ſhort reply which I have now been illuſtrating. 
As no valuable purpoſe could have been. ſerved by 
direct, explicit anſwers to theſe inquiries, they were 


couched in general terms, and attended with uſeful 
practical directions, to which we ought carefully to 


attend, deeply ſenſible that ſecret things belong unto 


God, and preſent duty ought to be our buſineſs. 


As to the accompliſhment of this prophetic reply, 1 


ſhall only add, that the grievous affliction in which 
the Jews and Idumeans were involved, during the Ba- 


byloniſf captivity, and even prior to that event, formed 
the long night of trouble here alluded to. The hap- 


py deliverance obtained by the Jews, by means of the 


ſpring up, to which the prophet refers. The night 


however, according to the prophet Malachi, continued 
with the Idumeans, who were ſo weak and impo- 


veriſhed, that they were unable for ſome time to re- 


turn and build their waſte places j. Their pride, ſelf. 
confidence, and cruelty toward the Jewiſh people; that 
hatred and envy which, on various occaſions, they dil- 
covered, juſtly provoked God to continue their diſtreſs 
much longer than that of their neighbours, In this 
calamitous ſeaſon, ſome of them no doubt returned 
to the Lord, and entered into his covenant and 
church, according as they were directec. 


Matth. Xxir. + John xxi. 21. 1 Mal. i. 23. - | 
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137 THE bürden upon Arabia. In the foreſt 


in Arabia ſhall ye lodge, 0. ye n Se 


nies of Dedanim. 


Tkis oracle boretels a witibis i ter W was, - 
to be made by = Aſſyrians, within the ſpace of a 


ple who inhabited Arabia. 


among 
oy iſt God Be to our pi wig future for- 
| tunes of the nations around Canaan 

him the Aſſyrians with their ſwords drawn, and their 
. bows bent, entering the weſtern parts df tlie Arabian 
people who travelled through 


repreſents 


to. 


that extenſive wilderneſs. with their flocks of cattle, i 
diſperſing, putting to flight, and Killing, vaſt num 
ders of t eſe wandering tribes. The potty. ſeems. 


intended to ſhew, that the God 


Governor of the world, the ſupreme Arbiter nog 


the nations, who are entirely under the direction 


bis eee e the Jewiſh nation were the 


people of the true God, from whom alone ſafety was 


to de expected that our 


het was undoubtedly 


lis ſervant, by whoſe authority he ſpake as he was 


commanded—and that his peculiaf 'people ought 


to 


be encoufaged to place all their hopes on his power 


and providence, whoſe predictions 


xccompliſhed in their ſeaſon. After the inſcription, 


follows the preaiyble—then the prediftion=with the : 


time and certainty of its fulfilment: 
The burden upon Arabia. The country which" 


the children of Iſrael journeyed for the ſpace of forty 


years, fituated between the land of 
Egypt. It was inhabited by 


people, who often changed their places of reſidence; 
They were chiefly compoſed of three different tribes : 


ix. the Cuſheans, 
the Hagarenes, or Iſhmaelites, who were the 


were deſcended from Cuſh ; 


of Iſhmael ; and the Ketureatis, who were the de- 
ſendants of Abraham, by Ketura. * mention being 
vol. II. | 5 'G'g. 5 = bete 


8 
here eſpecially intended, was the vaſt deſert in which 


Ifrael is the 4 


they ſaw exact 


leſtine and 
a mixed multitude 'of 


| 
| 


was brother to 


Dedan was one of the ſons of Abraham, by Ketura. 
Theſe Arabians were a courageous, robuſt people, 

inured to hardſhips, and often expoſed to many perils 
and dangers. Now this prophecy contains the oracle 
7751 God delivered concerning them by his ſervant 

 Tfaiah. .-- Cal 926018 939% 


which God had determined to inflict upon the Ara- 


dies of Sheba, travelling through this howling wil- 
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here made of the Cuſheans, the two laſt-· named tribe 
were the . ſubjects of this prophecy. Kedar 

Nebaioth, the eldeſt fon of Iſhmael; | 
Tema was the name of another fon of Iſhmael; and 


In the foreſt in Arabia ſhall ye lodge, O ye ruvelmn 
companies of. Dedanim. Theſe words deſcribe an im- 
rtant circumſtance relative to the divine judgments 


( 

bians, as the juſt puniſhment of their crimes. 

They are addreſſed to the travelling companies of 0 
Dedanim, the poſterity of Dedan. The traders of i 
that people were often employed in carrying various ( 
articles of merchandiſe from India and Perſia into 0 

Pheœnicia, as we learn from the'prophecy of Ezekiel 
concerning Tyre: The men of Dedan (faith he) 

were thy merchants— they brought thee for a pre- b 
« ſent, horns of ivory and ebony. Dedan was thy Vi 
* merchant in precious clothes for chariots. Arabia, 

© and all the princes of Kedar, occupied with thee in ; 

_ © lambs, and rams, and goats: in theſe were they thy ny 

_ © merchants . Theſe travelling merchants com- thi 
monly - 33 from place to place in companies, Tc 
for the ſake of convenience and ſafety; ſome of them wa 
taking care of the camels, others of the ſheep," with. co 
which they wandered over the deſert to obtain paſtu - nei 
rage and water. You read of one of theſe companies Wl vb 
coming from Gilead with camels, bearing ſpiceries, whi 
and balm, and myrrh, going to carry them down to ire 
Egypt, Gen. xxxvii. 25. In the book of Job it is The 
written, That the troops of Tema, and the compa- = 


- * Ezck. XXxvii 15. 20, 24. | | 
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8, 


„ Xx T Yo no 7 OI Eon Poe T9 


- Yew. 14. 'PROPHECIES or ISATAH. 


285 


p derneſs, were aſhamed and confounded, becauſe they 


looked for water and were diſappointed *.”. In this 


manner, modern travellers inform us, the Arabians 


ſill continue to traverſe the vaſt deſerts through 


they wander. Theſe companies ſhall lodge 


which 
in the 


foreſt in Arabia. Travellers, ſo far as I know, are 
agreed, that no large timber grows in the deſert of 
Arabia, and that. brambles and buſhes are only to be 


| ſeen in ſome places. How then could the prophet 


foretel, that the travelling companies ſhould lodge in 
the foreſt of that wilderneſs? The words may import, 
that the Dedanite merchants, who were accuſtomed, 


_ when travelling througli Arabia, to be hoſpitably re- 
ceived into the tents of their brethren, finding 


them 


driven from their habitations by the, enemy, ſhould be 
obliged (that they might lodge unmoleſted) to retire 


imo the moſt ſolitary and interior parts of the 


deſert. 


On this account, they were to be expoſed to many in- 


conveniencies, hardfhips, and dangers, 


14 The inhabitants of the land of 
brought water to him that was thirſty, the 
vented with their bread him that fled. 8 


This and the following verſe contains a very 


Tema 
y Pre- 


affect 


ing deſcription of the miſerable circumſtances to which 
the Arabians were to be reduced by their enemies. 
To bring forth bread and water to thoſe who are in 
want and diſtreſs, and to afford neceſſary refreſhment - 


do poor fugitives, is an inſtance of humanity and kind- 


neſs which juſtly. deſerves. commendation, eſpecially - 
when this is done in a dry and barren wilderneſs, 
where the neceffaries, of life, and particularly water, 


re extremely ſcarce, , and cannot, eaſily be obtained. 


The negle& of this office of humanity and tenderneſs 
toward the children of Iſrael, by the Moabites and 
Ammonites, gave riſe to the prohibition whereby they 


**. J ob vi. 19, 20. 


Wers 
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were excluded from the congregation of the Lord, 
even to the tenth generation ?. If, according to our 
verſion, this verſe deſcribes the humane, benevolent 
conduct of the Temanites toward their brethren; in 


the time of indigence and diſtreſs, their liberality 
| ſtands recorded to their immortal honour. If, ac- 


| cording to the marginal tranſlation, it contains a di- 
rection given by our prophet, it demonſtrates; his ten- 


der compaſſion toward the diſtreſſed; and preſents us 


with one of many pleaſing proofs of his truly bene- 


volent temper, and ſolicitous attention to the practice 


of goodneſs. In either view, it foreibly inculcates 
upon us, the important leſſon of relieving the:neceſſ» 
ties of our brethren by every method in our power; 

and who bath not in his power to give water to him 
that is thirſty, and bread to him that is hungry? Be 
ready to do this, and every good work; and prevent 
thoſe who are weary and ready to faint, the trouble 


of aſking your friendly aid, by granting them cheer, 


ful and ready aſſiſtance. 


15 For they fled from the Cade. from the 
drawn ſword, and from the bent bow, and from 


the gr ievouſneſs of War. TEL IT 


— 


Theſe words ſuggeſt the important reaſon why th 


| fugitives in Arabia deſerted their habitations. 


They endeavoured to eſcape, not on account of ſome - 


imaginary or diſtant danger, but from impending; 
immediate deſtruction, the drawn ſwords, and bent 
bows of their powerful enemies. Hoſtilities wete ac- 
tually commenced, and they were threatened with all 


the horrors and calamities of war. They were driven 


from their places of abode, they were ſpoiled of their 
tents and flocks, and obliged to flee for their lite 


through the vaſt deſert, expoſed to the ſcorching heat 


of the ſun, ready to famiſh by hunger and thirſt —— 


* 92 4 , h : 
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ow manifold are thy judgments, O Lord! Some 
— deſtined to the Me ſome to flight, ſome to feat 
and dread, and others to all the calamities-of war. 
How deplorable the condition of thoſe who eſcape for | 
their lives before a purſuing, victorious enemy, ex | 
poſed to innumerable hardſhips and injuries! WH 
a mercy, my friends, that we are allowed to poſſeſs 
our houſes in peace; that we are not ſurpriſed by ter 
rors of the night, and obliged to flee into the wilder- 
neſs for ſafety from the horrors of war! Let us com- 
paſſionate thoſe who are in diſtreſs," and remember - 
them who are in adverſity, being ourſelves alſo in the 
body, and fo liable to the ſame afflictions. Let us 
endeavour, by relieving their neceſſities according to 
our ability, to experience the bleſſedneſs of him who 
giveth of his bread to the poor. „ 


16 For thus hath the Loxp ſaid unto, me, 
Within a year, according to the years of an 
hireling, and all the glory of Kedar ſhall fai. 


In this and the following verſe, the prophet: ſo- 
lemnly confirms the judicial ſentence he had inti- 
| mated, 2 ſpecifies the time in which it | | 
was to be executed. In the former part of the - nn 
prophecy, he had ſpoken rather obſcurely; now he | 
| ſpeaks clearly and deciſively upon the future fortunes 
of the Arabians. That he might give authority to 
what he declared, and claim Kent, Tab credit to his 
predictions, he affirms, that the Lord ſpake to him 
what he now publiſnes; and therefore none can 
doubt, that he who directs all human affairs would 
exactly verify what is here foretold Mithin 4 
year, according to the years of an hireling. If we ſup- © 
poſe this prophetical diſcourſe to have been delivered 
at the ſame time with thoſe which immediately pre- 
cede it (viz. in the year that Tartan came unto Aſh- 
dod, and fought againſt it, being probably the ſeventh 
year of Hezekiah's reign), the following year was 


\ 


* 
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marked out for its accompliſtment. The expreſſion 
here uſed to denote the preeiſe period within which 
it ſhould be fulfilled, occurred chap. xvi. 14. ; where 
I obſerved, that the years of un hireling are often 
vexatious, and reckoned with great exactneſa. By 
this ſimilitude therefore, our prophet might intend 


to ſignify the manifold diſtreſſes to which the Ara. 


bians were to be expoſed during the curreney of the 
year, and to mark with accuracy the time wherein it 
ſhould be verified. Shalmaneſer, — Aſſyria, 


having occupied the fortified cities of 


country, whither he meditated to march his troops. 
And all the glory of Kedar ſhall fail. The poſterity 


of Kedar, the ſon of Iſhmael, who were called Ke. 


darines, were a numerous and ſtrong people. among 
the Arabians. It may ſeem a paradox at firſt view, 
to ſpeak of the glory of a people dwelling in the de- 


ſert of Arabia, who had neither temple, city, nor 


houſe, but lived in their tents, ſeparate from all other 
nations. Notwithſtanding, Kedar had its glory, which 
conſiſted of thoſe brave, ſtout men among them, who 
were renowned for their birth, their opulence, their 


knowledge and ſkill, and for thoſe things of which they 


made their boaſt and triumph, ſuch as their tents, their 


flocks and herds. From ſcripture we learn, that they 


were poſſeſſed of great numbers of camels and ſheep *; 
and that they carried on a conſiderable, trade with 
other nations, whereby they acquired much wealth. 
In the prophecy of Ezekiel, already cited, concern- 


ing Tyre, we are informed, that Arabia, and all the | 


_ © princes of Kedar, occupied with her merchants in 
_ * lambs, and rams, and goats . All this glory, 
our prophet foretels, ſhall fall as the leaves fall from 
the trees, when agitated by a ſtrong tempeſt. The 


See Iſaiah Ix. 7. -+ Ezek, aun . 
e expreſſion 


aleſtine, in. 
tending to invade Egypt, endeavoured to expel the 
Arabians from the deſert they inhabited, that he 
might open the way for his more eaſy acceſs into the 


in ſacred or profane hiſtory, that can be conſidered as 
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expreſſion imports, that whatever the Arabians moſt 
eſteemed, was to be conſumed, and to pals away.. 
The rod wherewith God ſmiteth the nations, hath a 
voice which ſpeaketh to us as well as to them: the 
judgments of God are written for our inſtruction and 
admonition. We ought therefore carefully to attend 
to the leſſons they are deſigned to convey, and to 
make a proper improvement of the afflictions with 
which other people have been viſited, —— The ſubject 
is more fully repreſented in verſe © ' 
17 And the reſidue of the number of archers, 
the mighty men of the children of Kedar, ſhall 
be diminiſhed : for the LORD God of Iſrael hath 
ſpoken ,,, 1 e eee 


A great ſlaughter having been made among the 
Arabians, many of their illuſtrious heroes were cut 
off, and only a few of them remained, who, having 
been deprived of their tents, their veſſels, their riches, 
and their flocks, were to ſeek for ſafety by flight into 
the inmoſt receſſes of the deſert. The number of 
archers, who were remarkable for their ſkill in handling 
bows and arrows, which, with long ſpears, were the 
armour which they uſed in war, was likewiſe: to be 
greatly impaired, through the ravages made by the 


Aſſyrians. In few words, thoſe among the Kedarines 


who were moſt renowned for dexterity and ſtrength, 
were to be greatly diminiſhed by the ſucceſsful incur- 
ſions of their enemies. To give certainty to this 
event, theſe emphatical words are ſubjoined: For rhe 
Lord God of Iſrael hath ſpoken it, who ſtands engaged 


do defend his people from their enemies, and to re- 


venge the wrongs which they have ſuſtained from 
thoſe who acted in hoſtility againſt them. All the 
declarations which he hath emitted by his ſervants the 


prophets, he will aſſuredly fulfil in their ſeaſon. 


Though I do not recollect any thing recorded, either 


the 


| the accompliſhment of the above proph © It Ins 
fulfilment cannot reaſonably be deubted. . 
had not exactly happened as foretold; we muſt fop: 
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poſe that the prophecy would not hat been record: | 


ed ; and now that it is preſerved among the true ind 


faithful ſayings of God, it ſupplies the place of the 


| hiftory of the people of whom it treats; 


In the reriew of theſe prediQions coiiderhing At. 
bia, we may adopt the words of the-prophet Habak: 


kuk, when, being informed that God would execute 
_ righteous vengeance upon the incorrigible Jews by 
means of the Chaldeans, and ſurpriſed at the affecting 
he 


intimation which was given him of this Event, he 
thus exclaimed: Thou art of puret eyes than to be- 


hold evil, and canſt not look on ihiquity : whetefore 


lookeſt thou upon them that deal treacherouſly, and 


| © h«ldeſt thy tongue when the wicked devoureth thoſe 


© that are more righteous than he? and makeſt men 
© as the fiſhes of the ſea, as the creeping things that 
© have no ruler over them“? Among the animal 
tribes, who are deſtitute of underſtanding; and not 


ruled by the laws of equity, the ſtronger devout the 


weaker; but men, who are endowed with reaſoii; and 


who ought to be governed by the laws of tightedil- 


neſs, ſhould never act in this cruel and tyfannical 


* 


manner. Notwithſtanding, how often do men, in di- 


ect contrariety to all the rights of humanity, trample 


upon the weak, and deſtroy thoſe who, among their 
brethren; are unable to reſiſt their ſuperior power: 
Acting in this manner, they become as the fiſhes of 
the ſea, and the creeping things of the earth. The 
archers, and the mighty men of Kedar, were dimi- 
nifhed by the Aſfyrians, not becauſe they had any 
right to deſtroy them, but becauſe they were more 
powerful, and their overthrow tended to facilitate the 
avaricious deſigns of conqueſt formed by that grow - 
ing empire. By them God chaſtized the Heathen, 


. whit, 
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ghilſt, according to the law of retaliation, they, in 

their turn, when the meaſure of their iniquities was 

| filed up, were recompenſed for all the oppreſſion, ra- 

5 pacity, and cruelty, of which they hat been guilty. 1 
| | conclude with the words of the War juſt quoted: = 
O Lord, thou haſt ordained them for judgments „ 
d, ae „ 
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voked God to teſtify his diſpleaſure againſt them, 
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HE ſeventh diſcourſe, contained. in the ſecond 
part of theſe prophecies, relates to the future 
calamities of Jeruſalem, and the dif; of Shebna, 
treaſurer to king Hezekiah. The rulers and people of 
Jeruſalem, being at this time delivered from diſquiet. 
ing fears, and living in eaſe and luxury, our prophet 
admoniſhes them of the approach of thoſe dreadful 
calamities which were to overwhelm them with con- 
ſternation and terror. He threatens the impenitent 
contemners of the divine prediQtions ; particularly 
Shebna, who was inveſted with great authority at 
court, notwithſtanding he was ill- affected to religion, 
againſt whom he denounces the tremendous judg- 
ments of God, aſſuring him, that a perſon of an op- 
fite character ſhould ſoon be elevated to his office. 
IVbilt he was inveighing againſt the neighbouring ns. 
tions, and foretelling their future fortunes, he obſerved 
the baſeſt vices prevailing among the, Jewiſh nation, 
eſpecially among the inhabitants of the metropolis; he 
was therefore directed by the Holy Spirit, ſharply to re- 
prove and threaten them with impending judgments, 
to be executed upon them by their enemies. In per- 
forming this important ſervice, the prophet delineates 
the great diſtreſs and perturbation in which the people 
of Judea were to be involved, on account of the inva- 
ſion of their country, under the reign of Zedekiab, 
ver. 1.—5. He repreſents the enemy invading the 
land of Judah, and occupying great part of it, which 
was the latter and moſt grievous part of the calamity 
they then ſuſtained, ver. 6.—11. He then deſcribes 
the vices and crimes of the people, particularly their 
impenitence and carnal fecurity, whereby they pro- 
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ver. 12, 13, 14. After which, he foretels the fall of 
Shebna, who was to be turned out of hit office, and 
driven from his native country into a foreign {ng 


 vhere he was to die, and to have a mean burial, as a 


| city Jeruſalem, the metropolis of the kingdom of Ju- 
dah. This ſeems to be certain, from what is written 
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juſt puniſhment of his intolerable pride and haughti- 
neſs, ver. 15.—19. The diſcourſe concludes, by re- 
preſenting the. elevation of Eliakim to the office of 
Shebna, and the honour he was to enjoy in his high 
devon, ver sg h Fe 


CHAP, XXII. 
T HE burden of the valley of viſion. , What 
aileth thee now, that thou art wholly gone 
up to the houſe-tops?ooO Ic 
The firſt part of the verſe contains the title, or in- 


ſeription, of this pgophetic diſcourſe. It relates to the 
valley of viſion, by which was doubtleſs intended the 


in ver. 4. 8, 9, and 10. where ſeveral characters pe- 
culiar to that renowned city are mentioned, and it ies 
ſpoken of in unequivocal terms. According to Joſe- 
phus, Jeruſalem was built upon two oppoſite moun- 
tains, Sion and Acra, which were ſeparated hy a deep 
valley which lay between them *. In this valley ſtood 
great part of the principal buildings, belonging to the 
city ; and among others, the ſchools. of the prophets, 
where divine revelations were communicated. and ex- 
plained to. the people. Zechariah therefore, when 
propheſying in the name of the Lord, calls it, The 
valley of my mountains f.“ The name. of this 
highly favoured city being interpreted, ſignifies, © A 


_ © viſion of peace.“ There the prophets were honour- 


d with viſions of the Almighty, and with thoſe reve; | 
ations which they communicated to the people, and. 


* Bell. Jug. lib, vi. caps vi. „ . 4. Tech. xiv. $a 
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committed to my, for the benefit of the world 
and the church in all ages. It was the place where 
the proj of che Lord chiefly reſided; who were 
alſo called Seers, on account of the viſions: which 
were exhibited from heaven to their view: Of this 
city our bleſſed. Saviour affirmed, that it could not 
© happen that a prophet periſh out of Jeruſalem *.: 
The viſions which they contemplated, were viſions of 
peace, not deſigned to intimidate or terrify, -but-to. 
give intimation of the divine favour and 3 
and to convey uſeful inſtruction to the | 
whom they were reported. This beautiful * 
Was ſuppoſed to be ſituated in the midſt of the earth 4, | 
in latitude 31 or 32, and longitude 69, having; Africa 
on the ſouth, Scythia, Armenia, and Pontus on the 
North, Aſia on t e eaſt, and Europe on the weſt. It | 
ſtood partly i in the inheritance of  Fadah, and partly 
in that of Benjamin : the line dividing the portion of 
theſe two tribes paſſed through the court of the temple, 
and the ſpot whereon the altar was built. The gran. 
deur and populouſneſs of this royal city may, in ſome 
meaſure, be collected from the large extent of the pa- 
lace, and the buildings connected with it, in which 
were lodged continually twenty-four thouſand of the 
| king's life- guards 1. Its riches and opulence were im- 
menſe in the days of David and Scene for David 
declared in his trouble, he had prepared fot _— 
the temple with which it was adorned, an hund 
thouſand talents of gold, and a thouſand thouſand 
talents of filver, befides precious ſtones and other 
metals J. To which muſt be added, three thouſand 
talents of the gold of Ophir, and ſeven thouſand ta- 
lents of refined a that he granted out of his own 
proper good 8. Theſe ſums have been computed to 
amount to four thouſand one hundred and ſeventeen 
millions feerling, reckoning by the talent of the fanc- 


| * Luke xiii. 33. + Plal. Iaxiv. 12. 2 1 iow, nk N. 
I Chron. xxl. 14. $ 1 Chron. aziz. 3, 4+ | » 
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nary, of double the value of the common talent. 


The magnificent temple of the Lord, erected at this 


prodigious expence, was the greateſt ornament of Je- 


ruſalem, and one of the ſeven wonders of the world; 
It was planned, with all its parts and furniture, by di. 


. 


rine wiſdom ; and the execution of it employed, for 
ſeven years, one hundred and fifty thouſand workmen, 


deſide three thouſand three hundred who were over 
the work, and a great number of Tyrians : when 


finiſhed, it was certainly the fineſt and molt elegant 


ſtructure that ever the world beheld. Such was the 


vaſt wealth and affluence with which the city Jeruſa- 
lem abounded, that the daily provifion made for the 


wyal houſehold, has been reckoned ſufficient to main - 
tain forty-eight thouſand people. ſhall not cn 13 
u 


enough having been ſaid at preſent on this fruitf 
topic of diſcourſe. The following prophecy is in- 
ſcribed, the burden, or the oracle, concerning this 
alley of viſion, in as much as it deſcribes the inva- 
fon of Jeruſalem, firſt by the Chaldeans under Ne- 


buchadnezzar, and afterward by the Aſſyrians under 


Sennacherib. | 


What aileth thee now, that thou art wholly gone up 


to the houſe-tops. The prophet introduces this pro- 


oy concerning the calamities which were to befal 
Jeruſalem, by inquiring into the cauſes of the re- 


markable change which appeared to him to take 
place in that city. His inquiry relates not to the cir- 


cumſtances of her citizens at the time in which he de- 
ivered this prediction, but to the condition wherein 


they were to find themſelves at the period the pro- 
phecy was to receive its accompliſhment. He aſks, 


what was the reaſon why the inhabitants had gone up 


to the houſe-tops? I ſuppoſe you know, that the 


houſes in eaſtern countries, particularly in the land 


of Canaan, were covered with flat roofs; like this 


houſe in which we are convened for the worſhip 


©: God. Theſe roofs, among the Jews, were en- 
cloſed with -battlements, by expreſs command from 


God. 


wy 


God “. Thither they went up on various occaſions, us 
appears from ſeveral paſſages of ſcripture; ſometimes 
for the exerciſes of devotion; ſometimes for enter. 
tainment, that they might have opportunity of ob. 
ſerving what paſſed around. them; , and, at other 
times, for the ſake of ſafety in time of danger, or ta 
mourn in ſeaſons of diſtreſs. The calamities of Moab 
are thus deſcribed by the prophet Jeremiah, in ally. 
ſion to this proſpect: There ſhall be lamentation 
« generally upon all the houſe-tops-of Moab, and in 
© all the ſtreets thereof f.. Iſaiah, having repreſented. 
to him the inhabitants of Jeruſalem wholly gone up 
to the houſe-tops, aſks, what might be the reaſon of 
this uncommon appearance? What aileth thee now? 
What is the occaſion of the people deſerting the ſtreets, 
and the public places of reſort in the city, and fo ge- 
nerally retiring to the tops of the houſes ? Is not this 
awing to the ſudden and univerſal alarm occaſioned 
by the approach of your enemies the Chaldeans ? and 
have you nat gone up to theſe advantageous ſitua- 
tions, that from thence you may obſerve their mo- 
tions, and deplore your dangerous condition ? In this 
manner he upbraids the citizens of Jeruſalem with 
| their unbelief, ſecurity, and floth, and their con- 
tempt of the warnings and admonitions of _ 
ing calamities, which had been often given them by 
the prophets of the Lord: and now that the day of 
diſtreſs and anguiſh was come, wherein divine judg- 
ments were to be executed, where could they lock fox 
 fupport and deliverance? - Bo 


2 Thou that art full of ſtirs, a tumultuous city, 
a joyous city: thy ſlain men are not ſlain with th 


* 
* 


= 


ſword, nor dead in battle. : 


In the firſt part of this verſe, the prophet contraſt 
the preſent ſtate of Jeruſalem with what he foreſaw 
would be its future condition.——In the time of pro 


Deut. Xi. 8. f Jer. Xlviii. 338. 
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ſperity, it was full of ſtirs, like other large and popu» - 


bus cities. Much ſtir and buſtle would ariſe from 


great numbers of the inhabitants following their va- 
rious active employments, the different amuſements 
in which many were engaged, and eſpecially from 
the prodigious reſort of vaſt multitudes of ſtrangers, 
from all corners of the land of Judea, to the ſacred 
faſts which were there celebrated A tumultuous 


| tity, There was no doubt frequent uproar and con- 


fulion in Jeruſalem, particular y at the three ſeaſons 
in the year when all the males in Iſrael came thither, 
to preſent themſelves before the Lord, and to attend 


. the anQuary-ſervice. Among ſuch a you concourſe 
0 


of people, there could not fail to be ſome diſorderly 
perſons, who would endeavour to excite riot and ſe- 
dition. Beſides, we may * that in this, as in 
otner flouriſhing and much frequented cities, there 
would be tumults from time to time, proceeding from 
various cauſes, unneceſſary to be mentioned. 
joyous city. The proſperity, affluence, and happineſs, 
enjoyed by the inhabitants, and the celebration of the 
ſolemn feſtivals by the males of the land, in which 
they were expreſsly commanded to rejoice before the 


Lord their God * ; for this good reaſon, © Becauſe the 


Lord thy God ſhall bleſs thee in all thy increaſe, 
* and in all the works of thine hands, therefore thou 
* ſhalt ſurely rejoice.” All this ſtir, tumult, and joy, 
our prophet obſerved, was entirely ſubſided; and in 
their room was ſubſtituted profound filence and ſur- 
priſe, whilſt the inhabitants tiad gone up to the 


oo TO ny 1 . 
Thy ſlain men are not /lain with the ſword, nor dead 
in battle. Theſe words plainly intimate, that before 
the city was to be vanquiſhed by its enemies, great 
numbers of the citizens were to periſh-by dread and 
terror, by famine, and the diſeaſes which commonly 


follow upon the want of proviſion: During the fiege, 
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was inveſted by the enemy, the inhabitants were ſore 
diſtreſſed by a terrible famine, wherein many of them 
nmiſerably periſhed through want of the means of ſub. 
fiſtence. Of this mournful event the prophiet Jere 
wien gives a very pathetical "deſefiption ne 
tongue of the ſucking child cleaveth'to the roof of 


© his mouth for thirſt : the young children aſk br d, 


and no man breaketh it unto them. They that d 
© feed delicately, are deſolate in"the ſtreets : they that 


« were brought up in ſcarlet, embrace * 1 a 


The hiſtory recorded 2 Kings xxv. bears | 
to the truth of the fact; for, at the third verſe, it is 


thus written: The famine prevailed in the city, and 
there was no bread for the people of the land,” 


3 All thy rulers are fled together, they are 
bound by the archers : all zbat are found in thee 

are bound together, 2which have fled from far. 

The deſcription of the diſtreſſed condition to which 
Jeruſalem was to be reduced is here continued;—— 
By the rulers ſpoken of, are meant the king of Ju- 
dah, the princes, and the principal officers, who were 


to betake themſelves to flight, chat, if poſſible, they 


might eſcape the ſword of the enemy They are 

bound by the archers. The Chaldean archers purſued 
and apprehended them, and bound them in chains, 
that they might afterward be put to death, or carried 


away in miſerable captivity into Chaldea. All they 


that are found in thee, &c. All thoſe who were pre- 


vented from fleeing for ſafety, even they who had re- 
ſorted from diſtant parts of the country to Jeruſalem, 
were to be bound together, and treated as captives. 
Such was to be the fate of the inhabitants of the once 


highly favoured city of Jeruſalem.” By their wicked- 


nels, they provoked God to abandon them, and to 


„Lum. ir. % . 


which continued about three years, whillt the ch 
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ſend againſt them the Chaldeans, who beſieged and 
durnt their city, who led captive their king and their 
great men, and made priſoners of all the people. Tou 
may read the fulfilment of this part of the prophecy 
in 2 Kings xxv. 4. and following verſes Neither 
the greatneſs nor the meanneſs of perſons can ſcreen. 
them from the judgments of God: neither ſecrecy, 
nor flight, nor fortrefles, can afford ſafety from thoſe 
who are employed to execute his righteous vengeance. 
The only hiding- place, the ſecure refuge, to which 


* ! 


you ought to reſort in every danger, is the ſhadow of 


the wings of the Almighty. Like prudent men, who 
foreſee the evil, and hide themſelves, do you have im- 
mediate recourſe to God, that he may preſerve you. 
from trouble, and compaſs you about with ſongs of 
deliverance. | 4 5 | 


will weep bitterly, labour not to comfort me z 


becauſe of the ſpoiling of the daughter of my 


people. „„ 

Our prophet, having beheld in viſion the future 
calamities which were coming upon his countrymen; 
expreſſes, in a very affecting manner, the ſtrong emo- 
tions of grief which he felt, from viewing the diſtreſſ. 


ing prophet; where he thus ſpeaxs: Mine eye runs 
* neth down with rivers of water, for the deſtruction 
* of the daughter of my people. Mine eye trickleth 


His ſorrow was ſo pungent, that he wiſhed freely to 


Grief, when exceſſive, always wiſhes to be in ſolitude: | 
There is a kind of magnificence in great ſorrow, 
which is offended by being familiarly Kalt with, or 
obſerved. Trouble, perplexity, and vexation, when 


Vol. II. | +04 they 


4 Therefore ſaid I. Look away from me, 1 N 


ing proſpect. His language reſembles that of the weep - 


down, and ceaſeth not, without any intermiſſion „ 


indulge in it, without being interrupted or diſturbed; - 
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they become intenſe and vehement, are exceedingly | 
averſe to meet with any obſtruction, even from friends 
and conſolations. Extreme anguiſh of mind muſt 
have vent before it be aſſuaged; and the more 
ſtrongly that it operates, the ſooner it is likely to 
abate. Nothing therefore can be more offenſive to a 


ſorrowful perſon than ſociety; and there is hardly any 


thing that more increaſes his uneaſineſs than being 
noticed and looked upon. Theſe remarks were vert 


| fied in Ifaiah, who, when he was diſpoſed to weep 


bitterly, requeſted, that thoſe who were inclined to 
view him with attention and ſy mpathy, would look 
away from him; and that thoſe who wiſhed to com- 
fort him, would refrain from their purpoſe, and per- 
mit him to weep bitterly. _ „ 
Becauſe of the ſpoiling of the daughter of my people, 


The prophet wept.not for himſelf, but for the terrible 


calamities which were coming upon his country. 


The daughter of his people is intended to ſignify, the 
weak, effeminate poſterity of renowned anceſtors, 


who were celebrated for their ſtrength and courage; 


| thoſe who are elſewhere called the daughter of Iſrael, 


the daughter of Judah, of Zion, and Jeruſalem, 
Though the citizens of the metropolis may be chiefly 
intended by this expreſſion, yet all thoſe who dwelt. | 
in the land of Judea might be comprehended, — 


| Theſe were to be ſpoiled by their enemies, of their 


riches, their ſtrength, their liberty, beauty, and glo- 
Ty; and to be deprived of their families, friends, an 

poſſeſſions, and, above all, of the diſtinguiſhing pre- 
rogatives that they enjoyed as the. peculiar people of | 
God. Great numbers were to be cruelly ſlain by the 
ſword of the fierce enemy. On theſe and ſimilar ac- 
counts, our tender-hearted prophet wept bitterly. 
Even a Heathen writer obſerved, that it is inhuman 
not to grieve for the calamities of others. The 
ſervants of God fail not to compaſſionate the dif- 
treſſes and ſorrows of thoſe who are in affliction. 


David, Iſaiah, and many others, diſcovered this be- 


coming 


i ) 
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coming temper on all proper occaſions. Jeſus Chriſt 
wept over Jeruſalem, for the diſtreſſes that he foreſaw 
were coming upon it; and requires his followers to 


weep with them that'weep. A godly man muſt be 
k ralgrſing God's law, 


ieved not only to ſee men t 
but to behold them, on that account, ſuſtaining the 


awful judgments of heaven. Let us then remember 
them that are in bonds, as bound with them; and 
| thoſe who ſuffer adverſity, as being ourſelves alſo in 


the body y. ” 


5 For it is a day of trouble, and of treading 
low, and of pipe Dy the FUG 
hoſts in the valley of vi cing 
walls, and of crying to the mountains. 


Faiah proceeds to enumerate ſome more cauſes of 
the grief and ſorrow which he now felt. it 4 


. 


| day of trouble, and of treading down, wherein diſturb- 


ance, diſtreſs, and tumult, were univerſally to prevail 


mong the citizens of Jeruſalem. Things civil and 


ſacred were to be trampled under foot. Their holy 


things, their palaces, their houſes, their fields and 


vineyards, with all that they eſteemed valuable, were 


to be deſtroyed, and treated contemptuouſly, by the 


enemy. And of perplexity : people in the utmoſt 


diſtreſs, and full of anxiety, not knowing what to de, i 


or which way to take, in order to eſcape impending 


ruin. To render this deſcription the more awful and 


affecting, all this trouble is ſaid to proceed from the 


Lird God of hoſts, who hath all the armies of heaven, | 


ad the inhabitants of the earth, entirely at his com- 
mand, and employs them as the inſtruments of exe- 


cuting his righteous vengeance upon a perfidious, | 
tubdorn, and diſobedient people. Surely trouble 


ad perplexity that cometh from him, and demon- 
rates his power and righteouſneſs, muſt be terrible 
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indeed. Breaking down the walls of the city, the 


temple, the palaces, and houſes of Jeruſalem. ' The 
prophet Jeremiah, ſpeaking of this event, declares, 
that the Chaldeans burnt the houſe of the Lord, and 
the king's houſe, and all the houſes of the city, and 
broke down all the walls round about — 4nd f 
crying to the mountains, for aſſiſtance and ſafety, in the 
time of their extremity. Such terrible calamities were 
to befal the inhabitants of the, metropolis of Judea, 
that their lives. were to become more bitter than 
death: they would rather have been cruſhed under. 
the mountains, than expoſed to theſe dreadful judg. | 
ments which threatened the moſt inexpreſſible mi- 

ETIES. 1 8 1 | . 

This prophecy was literally fulfilled by the Chal. 
deans, when they laid ſiege to Jeruſalem, and took 
the city. That was indeed a time of trouble, and 
treading down; for beſides the diſtreſſes mentioned 
in the ſecond and third verſes of this chapter, the pil- 
lars, the ornaments, and furniture of the houſe of the 
Lord, in gold and ſilver, were broken in dee. and 
carried away to Babylon *. The hearts of the people 
were diſtreſſed with perplexity and fear; in conſe- 
quence of which, they were to cry and howl, as we 
read, Ezek. xxi. 12. Thus were the tremendous 
judgments of God executed upon a treacherous and 
perfidious people that reſided in the valley of viſion, 
as an awful teſtimony of his juſt diſpleaſure againſt 
their tranſgreſſions. ——Brethren, a far more terrible 
day of trouble and perplexity is faſt approaching, 

when men ſhall bitterly cry to the hills and moun- 
tains to fall upon them, and hide them from the 
wrath of the Lamb, and him that ſitteth upon the 
throne f. If the proſpect of that day of diſtreſs, 
which is already paſt, made our prophet, who was a 
man of fortitude, when the occaſion called for it, to 
weep and mourn, do not ye think that we ought to 


2 2 Kings xx. 13. f Rev. vi. 16, 17. 


ont off % re 


de deeply affected with the proſpect of final retribu · 


tion and general judgment? Perhaps ſome of ou 


conceal your vices, others triumph in their wicked- 
bels, and contemn admonition. Know that a day of 
trouble and perplexity lies before you, when © our 
„God will come, and not keep ſilence: a fire ſhall 

© devour before him, and it ſhall be very tempeſtuous 
round about “.“ In.the language of the New Teſta- 
ment, Jeſus Chriſt ſhall come, with his mighty an- 
gels, in flaming fire, to take vengeance on them 

' who know not God, and obey not the goſpel f.“ 
May the proſpect of this day of recompenſe rouſe + 
every ſinner among you to flee from the wrath ta 
come, and animate every true Chriſtian to be diligent 
and faithful in the ſervice of his Maſter, that, at the 
coming of the Lord, he may be found of him in 
peace, without ſpot, and blameleſs! I 


6 And Elam bare the quiver with chariots 
of men and horſemen, and Kir uncovered the 
ſhield. CO 


Our prophet having foretold the more diſtant, 
future fortune of the wicked inhabitants of Jeruſa- 
lem, in this and the following verſes, he proceeds to 
predict thoſe diſtreſſes which they were to ſuffer from 

the Aſſyrians, long before the above event was to 
happen. Having placed fully in the view of the car- 

nal, ſecure contemners of the word of God, the 
judgments which the Almighty was to infli& upon 
them, and their poſterity, at a more remote period, 


ltoſe leſſer ones which were nearer at hand. Several 
crcumſtances, relative to this ſubject, are here men- 
toned, — And Elam bare the quiver. In the days 
« Hezekiah, king of Judah, the Elamites, or Per- 
lans, were either ſubje& to the Aſſyrians, or their 
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t was highly proper that he ſhould acquaint them of 96 | 
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auxiliaries in war. The Elamites were a martial 


people, who, in the words of the prophet Ezekiel, 


cauſed terror in the land. They made great uſe of 
the bow, and of the quiver, in which they carried 


their arrows; and in the management of them they 
were exceeding expert. At the approaching ſiege 
of Jeruſalem, they were to be employed with the 
Aſſyrians in this ſervice, ——Nor were a few of their 
foot-ſoldiers only to be engaged in this enterpriſe; 
they were to have chariots of men and horſemen. 
The army, which was to ſtrike'terror into the inha- 
bitants of Judea, ſhould be compoſed_not only of 
foot-foldiers, but of chariots and horſemen, furniſhed 
with all the implements of war. The chariots an- 
ciently uſed in war by the eaſtern nations, were 
drawn by horſes; and in each chariot were two men, 


one of whom took the direction of the chariot, whilſt 


the other was employed in fighting againſt the ene- 
my. At each end of the axle, ſcythes were faſtened, 
that they might cut in pieces the men and horſes 
which came within their reach. Such were the forces 
who ſhould march into Judea, and attack the city 
Jeruſalem.— And Kir uncovered the ſhield. The 


men of Kir, which was probably a city belonging to 
the Medes, were at this time ſubje& to the Aſſyrians, 
or their auxiliaries in war, were renowned for their 


bravery, and their ſkill in the management of the 


ſhield. Theſe warriors were likewiſe to form part of 
the troops deſtined to march into the valley of viſion. 


2 7 And it ſhall come to paſs. that thy choicelt 


valleys ſhall be full of chariots, and the horſe- 
men ſhall ſet themſelves in array at the gate. 


The inhabitants of Jeruſalem were informed, that 


re per numbers of forces were to occupy the 
riche | 
vance even to the gates of the metropolis ——Canaan, 


being a mountainous country, abounded with well 
on TE” watered, 


4 


and moſt fruitful fields in Judea, and to ad- 
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watered, fruitful valleys, which produced the moſt 


luxuriant crops. Such was the valley of Rephaim, 


and others which were ſituated in the neighbourhood 
of Jeruſalem, and were remarkable for their ſuperla- 


tive excellence and fertility. | Theſe choice valleys, 
which were wont to be clad with the beſt vines and 


fineſt corns, were to be covered with. chariots and 
horſemen, at the period to which this prophecy looked 
forward. What a contraſt did their condition at that 
time form, when compared to their former flouriſh- 


ing ſtate! That city, which had been renowned for 
beauty, faithfulneſs, holineſs, and righteouſneſs, be- 
came infamous for almoſt every ſpecies of wicked- 
neſs; and therefore God, after having exerciſed. 
much long-ſuffering patience toward a og. 


people, ſent againſt them the Aſſyrians, Medes, an 
Perſians, who carried their arms into the very heart 


7 


of the country, and ſpread deſolation and ruin where- 


ever they went. Their calamities and ſorrows were 


greatly multiplied by their atracious tranſgreſſions. —. 


In the contemplation of the awful judgments of God, 


by whomſoever executed, let us aſcribe righteouſneſs 
to our Maker, who puniſhes leſs than mens iniquities 
deſerve. Of the truth of this remark, you may be * 


ſatisfied by reading the words of the Lord to his 


ſervant Ezekiel, when he was ordered to ſhew the 


inhabitants of Jeruſalem all their abominations. They 


are charged with having been guilty of blood, with _ 
having defiled themſelves with idols, with ſetting light 
by father and mother, with diſtreſſing the ſtranger, _ 
vexing the fatherleſs and the widow, deſpiſing God's 
holy things, and profaning his Sabbaths, with greedily 
gaining by extortion, and forgetting the, Lord their 

| God®*. Let us carefully avoid thoſe iniquities, which 
never fail to accelerate divine judgments. This leſſon, 


which I have often inculcated in various forms, re- 


quires to be frequently repeated, tha t we may learn 


* Exek. xxil. 3. 
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it well, and be effeQually taught the important prac- 


tical inſtruction which it is ſuited to convey,—— 


prediction was accompliſhed, when Rabſhak a, the 


general of Sennacherib, king of Aſſyria, with a vaſt 


army; laid ſiege to Jeruſalem; and the rich valleys, 
in the vicinity of that city, were occupied not only 
by foot - ſoldiers, but by chariots and horſemen, under 
the command of that officer: 


8 J And he diſcovered the covering of Judah; 


and thou didſt look in that day to the armour of 
the houſe of the foreſ..... 


Another circumſtance is here mentioned, relating 

to the Aſſyrian expedition againſt Judah and Jeruſa- 
lem. A learned writer * is of opinion, that the co- 
vering of Judah was the maſk ———— 
they had aſſumed to conceal their wickedneſs, and 
under cover of which, they perpetrated the moſt 
enormous crimes. In this view, the blefſed God is 
the Agent who removed this —_— ; and who in- 
forms the nien of Judah, that he ſuffer 


| ered their ene: 
mies to invade their land and city, that he might lay 


open their hypocriſy and carnal ſecurity, and cure 


them of their corruption and depravity. I ſuppoſe 
the perſon to whom our prophet aſcribes the aCtion 


of which he ſpeaks, was Sennacherib, whoſe horſe- | 


men and chariots were mentioned in the pts 
verſe. By the covering may be meant, the fortif 

cities in Judea, which preſerved and defended the 
frontiers of the country from the hoſtile invaſion/of 
enemies. The Hebrew words may be thus tranſlated 
imperſonally, And the covering of Judah is di- 
covered. The fenced cities of Judah were removed 
and deſtroyed by the Aſſyrians, in the fourteenth year 
of king Hezekiah's reign, when Sennacherib came 
up againſt all the fortified cities in Judea, and took 


„ Dr. Lightfoot: - 
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tem, as you read in the thirty-ſixth chapter of this 
22 eas infer  > 


And thou didft look in that day to the armour of the 


buyſe of the foreſt. Iſaiah, ſpeaking under the imme» 


lite influence of the ſpirit of prophecy, ſpecifies va- 


fious circumſtantes which were then future, with 
equal preciſion as if he had been deſctibing what he 
had ſeen. The king and people of Judah, alarmed 


: the report of the Aſſyrian invaſion, and terrified at 
the approach of the enemy, were to conſul for the 


fafety of Jeruſalem and of the kingdom. The firſt 


' ſep to be taken, in order to elude. the impending 


linger, was to examine the armour contained in the 


houſe of the foreſt. - This was 2 very elegant and EE 


ſumptuous building, erected by king Solomon; one 


bundred cubits in length, and fifty cubits in-breadth, 


and the height thereof was thirty cubits. It was ſup» 


ported by four rows of cedar-pillars, with cedar-beams 


upon the pillars *, This magnificent ſtructure ſtood 


| upon that part of mount Sion which was called Ophel, 
nigh to the ſouth- eaſt corner of the city-wall. It was 


probably called the houſe of the of Lebanon, 
becauſe the materials of which it was built, were 
brought chiefly from that noble foreſt. | In this ar- 
mory, king Solomon laid up two hundred targets 
of beaten gold, and three hundred ſhields of beaten 


gold J. The prince and people in Jeruſalem, an hear- 
ing the report of the Aſſyrian expedition, carefully 
inſpected this arſenal, to ſee if it contained the imple- 


ments of war which were neceſſary, on the preſent 
alarming occaſion, for the defence of the capital. 


ln every attack made upon you, Chriſtians, in the 

ſpiritual warfare, take unto you the whole armour of 

| God; and, as you may be 3 aſſaulted, 
| „ to be al- 


learn, from the precaution here mention 
ways prepared, that, on every emergency, you may 
reſiſt your many powerful enemies. 


* 1 Kings vi . f 1 Kings 3-16.47 | 
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9 Ye have ſeen alſo the breaches of the city 


of David, that they are many: and ye gathered 


together the waters of the lower po. 
Our prophet particularly deſeribes the ſevetal ſteps 
to be taken by the prince and people in Jeruſalem, at 
the critical juncture to which he refers, as if he had 
been an actual ſpectator of the whole affair; and, by 


this delineation of circumſtances, he gave early notice 


of the timidity and conſternation. which were to pre- 
A en e period. , he dll iid: Bs. 
perly ſpeaking, the city of David was: the fort or 
ſtrong hold of Zion, which that renowned prince 


took from the Jebuſites; and around which he built a 


wall, wherein ſome breaches had been made by the 
ravages of time, or the aſſaults of enemies. I 
were to be carefully inſpected, that they might be im- 
 mediately repaired, and put into a proper of de- 
fence. Having been too long neglected, they endan- 
gered the ſafety of the city, and therefore no time was 
to be loſt in getting them made up. And ye ga- 
thered together the waters of the lower pool. From the 
fountain of Siloam, anciently called Gihon, the waters 


were conveyed, by two conduits, into two pools, or 
reſervoirs; one of which was called the Upper, or 


Pool of Solomon, and the other the Lower, or 
Pool of Siloam. In the proſpect of the city being be- 


ſieged by the Aſſyrians, the waters of the pool laſt- 
mentioned, were to be directed into another courſe, 


or conveyed into a new reſervoir. This expedient 


might be intended to ſerve a double purpoſe ; namely, 


do deprive the beſiegers of. a large ſupply of water, 

which was converted to the benefit of the beſieged — 
This prudent meaſure, adopted by the king of Judah, 
and the citizens of Jeruſalem, in time of imminent 
danger, ought to excite us to take every wile precau- 


tion in our power, that we may eſcape. the perils to 


which we are.expoſed. Let us however do more 


they did: let us truſt in God, to accompany the 
res e 
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them effectual for Our deliverance. OS: e e 


10 And ye have numbered the houſes of Je- 
ruſalem, and the houſes have ye broken down 


to fortify the wall. 


More preventive meaſures were to be employed 

the inhabitants of the city beſide thoſe already men- 
tioned, for the purpoſes of defence and ſafety.— 
Ye will carefully reckon the number of houſes in 'Je. 
ruſalem, and diligently inſpe& their condition, that 

ye may be able to -determine which, and how many 

of them muſt be demoliſhed with the leaſt hurt to the 
city, for repairing the walls and the towers, and ſo 


ſortifying them, that they may fuſtain the aſſaults of 


the enemy. Perhaps they were alſo deſirous to know 
the number of people which lived within the walls, 
that from thence a judgment might be formed of the 


quantity of proviſions neceſſary for their ſupport, and = 


of the length of time they might be able to ſtand out 
againſt the beſiegers. In times of imminent dan- 
er, private property muſt be facrificed to the public 
ſafety : all muſt contribute according to their ability, 
and the urgent neceſſity of the caſe, when called upon 
toward the ſupport of the ſtate. Every individual 
ought to unite his endeavours for promoting the ge- 
veral good, particularly in ſeaſons. that are critical. 


11 ve made alſo a ditch. between the two. 
walls, for the water of the old pool: hut ye have 


not looked unto the Maker. thereof, neither . 
reſpect unto him that faſhioned it long ago. 


Another precaution is here mentioned; which, at 
the time referred to in this prophecy, was to be 
taken for the ſafety of the city. A ditch ſhquld be 
formed between the inner and outer walls, for con- 


Veying water unto thoſe parts of the city which moſt | 


needed 


- 9 


24 
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needed it. The water of the od pool was to be dif. 
| poſed of in ſuch a manner as might moſt effeQually 
promote the benefit of the citizens, and prevent the 
enemy deriving any advantage from it. To affiſt you 
in underſtanding this prediction, you may compare it 
with the hiſtory of its accompliſhment, recorded 
2 Chron, xxxii. 2. et ſeq. From that paſſage of ſcrip- 
ture we learn, that, after the news of the Aſſyrian ex. 
_ pedition reached Jeruſalem, by the attention and care 
of Heaekiah and the citizens, the walls of the city 
were repaired, the fountains were ſtopped, and pre. 
vented from giving aſſiſtance to. thoſe who were em- 
ployed in carrying on the ſiege. = 
But ye have not looked unto. the Maker thereof, 
neither had reſpect unto him that faſhioned it |, = 
God himſelf was the Maker of Jeruſalem, a 
ſhioned it long ago. He formed the plan of it in his 
counſel and purpoſe, wherein were fixed all the va 
rious conditions of mankind, and all the events 
which happen in every place and period of time. 
. Chance and accident are terms expreflive of human 
ignorance, and are applied to thoſe circumſtances and 
events which are unthought of and unexpected by 
men. He, whoſe kingdom ruleth over all, hath de- 
"termined the times, and, I may add, the places be- 
fore appointed, and the bounds of our habitations, 
This plan had been long ſince punQually executed, 
by thoſe whom divine wiſdom employed for this pur- 
, poſe. ——To this great Builder of Jeruſalem, the in- 
habitants neither looked, nor had reſpe&. They did 
not contemplate and adore God with faith and reve- 
rence, with penitence and confidence; nor did they 
diligently attend to the-operations of his providence 
and grace. They did not ſuitably acknowledge the 
divine goodneſs, in which they had largely partici- 
pated; nor did they ſet a proper value upon the im- 
portant advantages that they had enjoyed. They did 
not earneſtly implore his kind protection; nor did 
(hey depend upon che divine bleſiing, to'proſper the 
„FJ a37  e 00 
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neans which they uſed for their preſervation and de- 


fence : neither did they act with à ſingle regard to his 
probation and glory; but relied more on their n 


exertions than upon God, from whom alone cometh 


lalvation. In all our enterpriſes, let us look to the i 
Lord, whoſe providence extends to all his age | 


and all their actions, for direQion, afliſtance, and 


infinitely great and benevolent Being, who is 
powerful, that he can do whatever he pleaſeth; 


viſe, that he always doth what is beſt for 75 1 who, 
in the way. of — us ilk Deans: intruſt | Shows | 


ſelves to his _ 


12 And in that day did che Lord . of 


hoſts call to weeping, and to mourning, _— ar | 


baldneſs, and to girding with ſackcloth. 5 rc. 


The ſenſuality and carnal ſecurity which were 10 
prevail, at the period wherein this prophecy was to 


receive its accompliſhment, is here ſtrongl — 4 


ſented, I ſuppoſe, that the day ſpoken of 


| bleſſing. Let us place unlimited confidence in 8 | 


prophet, includes the time wherein the —— | 


of God were faithfully employed in denouncing 
awful judgments againſt the wicked and profane 


among the Jews, and foretelling the terrible evile 


that awaited them; Theſe ſalutary counſels. and ad- 


monitions they fooliſhly rejected, and obſtinately per- 


ſiſted in contemning the judgments of God; nay, 
the nearer that they approached, the more they. ſet 


them at nought. Jo ſuch a height in wickedneſs did 


2 arrive, that to many the word of the Lord was 


a reproach, and predicted -calamities were heard: of 


with the greateſt indifference. - The crimes which are 


here mentioned, were not chargeable upon the whole 
of that people; for there were among them not a fe. 


upright, good men, who formed the holy ſeed, that 


. vere the ſubſtance thereof, the remnant who return- 


ed to nn ates God. Tp n intended, 


Were 


. 


| - ſcripture by this —_— ſign, as in Joel i. 5, where 


s and howl, 
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were the rulers, and great men of the ben 
cerned in the adminiſtration of public bg who, | 
deſpiſing divine predictions, and inſtructive warni 
indulged in profanity, ſenſuality, and other fins. Per. 
ſons of this character, are the bane and ruin of every 
ſociety with which they are connected, and often | 
bring upon themſelves ſwift deſtruction; of which 3 
remarkable inſtance occurs in the latter part of this 
chapter.” $451] RR een ee 
'The Lord God: of bofts did call to weeping ) the 
; Through divine mercy, the Jewiſh nation enjoyed the 
Important advantage of being warned, by the ſervants 
of the Moſt High, reſpecting approaching eatarnities 
and of being invited to repentance, that they might 
prevent the threatened evils from being executed. 
Weeping is one effect of true penitence, when the 
heart is penetrated with an affecting ſenſe of ſin and 
ilt; and therefore repentance is ſometimes 


the prophet thus {| er „Awake, ye dru weep 
A renowned ancient philoſopher 
pronounced —. to be unworthy of a man; and 
affirmed, that it was only for women and children“. 
Though weeping, in many caſes, proceeds from weak- 
neſs and effeminacy, in other inſtances, it is perfectiy) 
conſiſtent with true fortitude and magnanimity., To 
weep for fear of ſufferings, or when ſuſtaining them 
from the hand of man, is the effect of feebleneſs and 
timidity; but to weep before God, when we have 
ſinned greatly, or ſuffer much from him, is the evi- 
dence of a tender heart, and a noble ſpirit. David, 
king of Iſrael, who feared neither a Ion nor à bear, 
and who declared, that he would not be afraid though 
an hoſt ſhould encamp againſt him, acknowledged, 
that the Lord heard the voice of his weeping . 5 
Chriſt himſelf wept over Jeruſalem, on r 
| en n were coming: N85 that city. 


SSS. S2. - © =- =. ny 6 CCC 


* Plat de Repub. bal u. | + Fü u. 8 | 
eb 


4 


Ven. 12 PROPHECIES or ISAIAH. 263 
therefore the Lord of hoſts calls to weeping, he in- 


rites men not to a mean, unworthy employment, but 
to 2 ſuitable and proper exerciſe, which is further de- 
ſcribed in the followin words: I lt k e, 
And to mourning. The word denotes ſuch pungent 
grief, ariſing from the proſpe& or experience of the | 
greateſt diſtreſſes, as is accompanied with thoſe ſigni · = 
_ ficant geſtures. that expreſs inward - ſorrow of heart. 
As great mercies call for great joy, great afflictions 
call for great mourning. Mens affections and con- 
duct ought always to correſpond with divine diſpen- 
ations, whether they are comfortable or calamitous. 
The people of Judah and Jeruſalem were often called 


SA 


— 
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to ſigh and mourn. over thoſe abominations whereby; 
they expoſed themſelves. to the righteous vengeance | 
of the Almighty, and to deplore the awful, threaten-. - : 
ed judgments. which would certainly overtake: them, | N 
unleſs divine mercy and ſpeedy repentance interpoſed. 4 
In every view then, Whether they looked back to | : 
what they had done, or forward to what they had juſt _ 


reaſon to expect, they were called to mourning, and ' 
to the exerciſe of true penitence. And to baldneſs: 

Shaving off the hair, or 2 bald the head, was 
anciently conſidered as a ſymbol of intenſe grief, as 1 

had occaſion to remark from chap. xv. 2. Hence the 

prophet Jeremiah, when he informed the generation - 

of God's wrath, that he had rejected and forſaken. _ 
them, immediately adds, Cut off thine; hair, O Je- 


* ruſalem, and caſt it away, and take up a lamenta- 
tion: mourn bitterly for thy deplorable condition.” | 
Baldneſs being here joined with weeping and mourn- 
ing, intimates; the extreme ſorrow with which the 
inhabitants of Jeruſalem ought at this time to have 
deen aftlicted, And to girding with ſackcloth, | 1 
have formerly abferked, that this practice was an- 
ciently adopted in times of great diſtreſs; many in- NS 
ſtances of which are recorded in ſcripture:. a remark= ** © 
able one occurs, 2 Kings xx. 31. In ſeaſons of pro- | 
found humiliation, and profeſſed repentance for 6. 
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people licewiſe girded themſelves wick 


ey 
is plainly intimated in the words of Jeſug Cuil, re- 


fpecting Sodom and Gomorrah ?. To tlie 
of humiliation and repentance, the men of Judah ns 
Jeruſalem were often called, by the. dif of 


providence, and by the diſcourſes of the hets; 
and to theſe calls is ought to have diligently heark: 


| ened, and to have yielded a prompt obedhence;.. 


True wiſdom, my brethren, will direct to a — 


; able behaviour under afflictive diſpenſations; und will 


teach to avoid both the extremes into which we are 


apt to run in times of trouble, of deſpiſing the chaſten- 
ing of the Lord, and fainting when we are -rebuked- 


of him. We ought not to make light of divine chaſ- 
tiſements, by neglecting to cultivate the temper and 
conduct which they inculcate, and to comply with the 
deſign which they are manifeſtly intended to promote: 
nor may we faint under his affficting hand, by laying 

aſide the exerciſe of patience and fortitude, and giys 
ing way to ſullenneſs, deſpondency, or deſedion. In- 
ſenſibility to divine rebukes formed an article in the 
heavy charge brought againſt the inhabitants of Jeru- 
alem by the prophet Jeremiah: Thou haſt ſtricken 


_ © them, but they have not grieved; thou haſt con · 


fumed them, but they have refuſed to receive cor- 


< reQion . Let us then hearken to the calls of God, 


and carefully avoid ſecurity and indifference in ſes- 


fons of diſtreſs, with er _— ene a: 


SSIS -F* 


condition. 


13 And behold, joy and N —— 


3 and killing ſheep, eating fleſh, and drink- 


ing wine; let us eat and drink, for to-morrow 


| we mall die. 1 
| Theſe words, bes in + inal with the a 


| ing verſe, clearly point oatithe he crime ic which the 


«3, Matth. xi. 21. $i 4 Jen's + ed. ee. 
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ln their temper, they e and joy 


| affeftion however becomes highly criminal, when it 
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ing and mourning, in obedience to the call of Gd, 
indulged in mirth and feſtivity, in criminal in-. 

ifference to prompts tie og profane contempt of di- 

ine warnings and divine judgments. This fnfol op= 

poſition to the call af God, they diſcovered in their 

temper, in their practice, and in n — i 


Jewiſh people were not only allowed, but required, to 
rejoice in the valuable benefits wherewith they were 
faroured by the bounty of providence. This joy 
however, in earthly things, ought always to be mo- 
derate, and qualified by à conviction of their mutabi- 
lity and uncertainty, and appropriated to ſeaſons that 
ue moſt ſuited to this exercife. Joy and gladneſs are 
undoubtedly lawful, uſeful, and expedient, at proper 
ſeaſons, ' * A merry heart, ſaith 8 u, is a conti- | 
* nual feaſt, and doth good like a medicine.” This 


tranſgreſſes due bounds, or is indulged when-perſons 
ought to be otherwiſe employed. There is a time ta 
rejoice, and a time to mourn. That rejoicing then 
muſt be evil, which occupies the ſeaſon wherein men 
ought to be employed in humiliation and prayer, in 
faſting, and deprecating deſerved, threatened calami- | 
ties, Our prophet therefore, ſurpriſed at the inſenſi- 
bility of the people whom he reproved, introduces 
the ſubje& with a note of admiration: Behald; joy and = 
ar 5. What a ſtrange and uncomely ſight is pre- 
ented to my view, people. poor miſtaking, ye, 
wifully counteracting the call of divine providence, | 
king when they ought to be mourning and weed: 
u! RE 8 tg np 4-4. 14 
Slaying oxen, and killing ſheep, eating fleſh, and | 
drinking wine. _ os they joined feaſting 
io their mirth. Slaying cattle, cating fleſh, and drink. 
vg wine, are doubtleſs lawful and-expedient on pro- 
per occaſions. That the great Lord of all hath given 
power to men over the inferior creatures, and liberty: 
te Ill. 2 
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to uſe . both for ſupplying their nec 


dantly evident, not only from the divine 
from the vaſt number and variety of ——— which 


numbers that are killed for uſe. Every f. on, for 


perplexity, to be engaged in feaſting when we on 
to de faſting, to 8 when loudly called by Be 


* 
for their agreeable ende bs 7 ſeems to be ban: 
grant, but 


almoſt every where abound, notwithſtandi 


ever, is not adapted for feaſting and conv 


be employed in feſtivity in che time of trouble ** 


word and providence of God to mourning, diſcovers 


a criminal contempt of divine authority, and the moſt 
perverſe inconſiſtence of temper and e duct. Is it 


- a time for feaſting, when the wrath of the Almighty | 
is breaking forth againſt a people, when the alen 


abounds with fears and troubles, the walls of defence 
are broken down, and dreadful calamities are faſt ap- 
proaching? Surely, if people, in ſuch times of public 


Haughter and entertainment. 


exalted; therefore have they forgotten me, ſaith the 
laid afide fear of divine ae and all concern 
the prophets, encouraged one another in the practice 


Ot luxury and voluptuouſneſs./ Let us afiduouſly en- 
ploy ourſelves: (ſaid they) in gratifying our | ſenſual 


diſtreſs, rejoice in world things, it ſhould be as 
if they rejoiced not; if they feaſt, it to be fo 
managed, as if they feaſted not. Indi ſuch ſeaſons 
are here plainly intimated, to be quite! e for 


Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow doe + ſhall die. 
Luxury and indulgence in ſenſual pleaſures, frequently 
accompanies carnal fecurity, and a proud contempt 
of God. When Ephraim was filled, his heart was 


Lord . And the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, having 


about another and better life, regardleſs of the re. 
monſtrances of conſcience, and the 'admonitions of 


appetites, and in graſping the pleaſures of the poſs 


gt 


4 days yo" * have een N N 
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death will ſoon come, and put an end to our enjoy- 
nents. The proſpect of the impending ills which 
our prophet had foretold, inſtead of reſtraining from 
wlawful pleaſures, was converted into an argument 
to excite each other to ſenſual gratifications. Fr 
t-morrow we ſhall die. The et declares, that the 
zfyrians and Chaldeans will in a ſhort time invade - 
the \ingdotils and la wr ſiege to rb metropolis, ſo that 
' multitudes. ſhall. at all events, life is uncertain, _ 
and. we know i what a'day may brin ring forth; let 
vs then paſs the remainder of our "ans in fulfilling 
the deſires of the fleſh and of the mind. In this 
manner, the profane, among the Jewiſh nation, ex- 
preſſed their inſolent contempt of the divine mona 
their odious ſenſuality, their groſs F 
lacking infidelity. They made proviſion for the 
fleſh, to fulfil the luſts arent, w when they — 99 to 
have been laying up a good foundation for the time 
to come,——Let us guard with attention againſt the 
vicked abuſe of the divine goodneſs and patience. 


r 


rive encouragement to do evil, from thole very conſi- 
derations which ought to produce the contrary ef- 
fetts. There is fowerhing ſo perverſe, ſo monſtrous - 

in this conduct, that we e might be be apt to ſuſpeQ that 
the Jews were unjuſt! , were we not more or 

els convicted of this Forrid baſeneſs by our own con- 

ſciences. Carefully avoid this fooliſh diſingenuous 

on e we un e n and MOT oor 
own ſou 


for 


14 And it was e in mine ears by ee BY 
Loxp of hoſts, Surely this iniquity ſhall = W771 
| ts. from you, e faith the Lond Gop 
oſt . | 


- Our prophet here cine, that God had made 
known to him that he would certainly puniſh thoſe 
ho were my of the 8 above mentioned, and 

e  acquaints 


- 
1 


Beware of thoſe falſe reaſonings whereby ſinners de- 


his ear. In this manner God uns pleaſed to com. | 


| blaſphemy againſt his diſpenſations and authority, 


* » Ac 4 . * ” a * 
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acquaints us in what manner he received this 
tion. And it was revealed in mine ears_ bythe 
* bots. A voice from God gentiy whi 


% 


it in 


municate his mind to the prophet Samuel 5, and t 
Iſaiah upon another occaſion, chap. v. 9. This mode 
of conveying inſtruction intimates; that this matter 
was revealed to him in a ſecret and familiar manner, 
is a man imparts ſomewhat that is concealed to a 
friend —that, at the ſame, time, it was clearly and di- 
miſtake what he heard. That which was thus re.. 
vealed to our prophet, is expreſſed in the words which 
follow: Surely this iniquity. ſhall: not be Furged from 
Jon, till ye. die. The declaration is extremely awful, 
and certainly true. This iniquity, committed by the 
inhabitants of Judea and Jeruſalem, -of walking con- 
trary to: God, of counteracting the calls of his provi- 
dence and of his ſervants, and contemning his autho- 
rity, was attended with peculiar aggravations, andan 


enormous load of guilt... Such was the atroeity of 
their offence, that the Lord of hoſts ſolemnly declares, 
that it ſhall not be purged, till they die. He would 
not permit the fin above deſcribed to paſs iſhe 
by temporal judgments. in this world, and eternal 
_ judgments in the future ſtate. In the Words of Jeſus. 


* 's 


Chriſt, they ſhall not be forgiven, neither in this 
world, nor in that which is to come . There are 
fome Jas aaa which God doth not recompenſe 
in this preſent world, which he will puniſh in the fu- 
ture ſtate; others he avengeth in this life, but remits 
the puniſhment to which they expoſe in the eternal 
world. There are ſome ſins, dene in them 
virulent oppoſition to his word and grace, and profane 


. .d 


which he puniſhes both here and hereafter. © The 
Lord will not hold him guiltleſs that taketh lis 
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| de, is never forgiven f: in this prefent life 
ranſgrefion taken away: The import then of the 


+ and Hong on account of paſt provocation 


gh of the Lord, and he ſhall lift you up f. 


| vhich i is over the 


ERA E S F = 5 Ro” Rog ner e * 17177 ne an ee: - — 3 


name in vain 7 „ Of chis- fort was ee. 
ac>s of Judah and Jeruſulems ſpoken of in the preced- 
ing verſes. The ſin that is net pardoned „ 
only 1 


is 


ſion before us will be. this iniquity which'You - "IN 
io committed, by cont divine. Dee N 
and divine judgments,” ſhall never be cleanſed *away; © = 


ö dl ye die a miſerable death as che juſt deſert" of 


ur crimes, ' and enter into that e whnngds 5 25 be 

ball ſuffer inexpreſſible anguiſn and deſpair, aid be 
expoſed to the wrath of God, without any ray of 8 
bope, or mixture of conſolation. To give the utmoſt 185 
5 and ſolemnity to this affvination; our pro- 
ures us, that it was uttered che Lord of . 

ory rom this alarming declaration we learn, 
that to reject the word of e to refuls his ; 
calls to repentance, to inſult his ſervants, and obſti- 


| nately to perſiſt in contemning the means of ſalvation 


which he hath appointed, is one of the greateſt crimes 


that men can commit, and expoſes to the moſt dreads 5 


ful puniſhment... Beware, my friends, of this aggra- 

nted iniquity; entreat that God may keep you'back 
from this preſumptuous ſin, and let it not have domi | 
nion over you. + When you are called to — OR 


threatened calamities, be afflicted, and mourn, and 
veep: let your laughter be turned to mourning; and 
jour joy to heavineſs. Humble rege g. 1 w the | 


25 8 ; 


15 © Thus faith the Lord Gop'of hoſts;Gd, 
get thee unto this yt Ne even unto. Ys ON, 


phecy, which relates'to-Shebna ; and was produbly 


e ar. + James iv. 9, 10. hee, 


we" N delivered, FO 


We now enter upon de dies b e N 
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lt us remember by whoſe authority we aQ, and 


 tciſm and infidelity,” and his contempt of our 


als ade ed en odd bran rad Rae date 


whoſe work we are executing; and let us endeavour 


o perform it with I fidelity, humbly de- 


pending upon him, who ſends none a warfare upon 
their own charges, for direction, ſtrength, and com- 
fort, for courage, liberty of ſpeech, and every aſſiſt- 
ance that circumſtances' may: require; Whilſt a con- 
vition of our own-inſufficiency ſhould render us mo- 


deſt and humble, a juſt ſenſe that we act in obedience 


to the divine command, and that the divine power is 
engaged for our protection, ought to render us a. 


and ee reg g N — of e and di 


culiies. * Th pe 


16 What haſt i Romy 3 and — haſt 
thou here, that thou haſt hewed thee out a ſe- 
pulchre here, as he that heweth him out a ſepul- 
chre on high, and that. graveth an habitation for 
himſelf in a rock? . | 


Our prophet introduces ths Mete with which 
the Lord God ſent him to Shebna, — roving his 
pride and haughtineſs. This treaſurer of exche- 
quer was fo confident of the ſtability of his preſent 
elevated ſtation, that he ſeems to have entertained 
little ſuſpicion of being diſmiſſed from his office, and 
turned out of his country. Arrogant and vain, con- 
cited and elated with the dignity to which he was 
niſed, he determined to prepare for himſelf, in a 
conſpicuous place, a ſuperb — monument, 


like thoſe which belonged to the family of Ju- . 


dh. By the execution of this fooliſh project, he no 
doubt intended to give a public proof of his ſcep- 


Pro- 
phet and the other ſervants .of. God, who predicted 
the approaching calamities which threat the de- 


frudtion of Jeruſalem." When Iſaiah went to hm 


with the ce whe he carried from God, he met him 


in the place where he e to build a magnifi- 
| | & Een 
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1: n king 
of David, to the ſouth of Jeruſalem, -. 


ety; therefore, doth. de propols this inquiry o 
«What 327 thou beret. and, whom. . thay here? 


What buſineſs is this in which thou . 
in this place, 1 to the royal family 
durying- ground 


ſepulchres of the kings ?-——Whom haſt thou here, of 
thy ay ge friends, that can entitle, thee to lay 


claim to the hadour of 1 an this conſpicuous . 
this manner was Sheb. | 
is intolerable pride and vanity, 


ſpot, a tomb for th EE ? 
na upbraided with 
in raiſing ſuch a ſplendid monument for himſelf, 


which, in reſpect of ſituation and elegance, far ig 
_ ceeded any thing to which he could have * preten: 
ions. Our prophet intimates, that it was hewn 1. 
bk a rock; and therefore muſt have been a work of 
great labour and expence, intended 50 tranſmit che | 


memory of its proprietor to ſub 


He obſerves its elevated ſituation, = h it chim- if 
ed attention, and rendered the fon by whom it 
was erected more renowned. He likewiſe notices, 
that the work was beautifully 3 and rather 


reſembled a ſumptuous habitation for the living. 1 


a receptacle for the dead. The beſt of men have 
been careful to provide decent buriakplaces 1 for them. 
ſelves and families. Abraham, for this end, bought 


a cave in the field of Machpelah; king Aſa made a 


1 5 ſepulchre for himſelf in the city of David; and Jo. | 


ſeph, of Arimathea, had a new tomb, hewn out ol a 


rock, wherein our bleſſed Saviour's body was inter- 3 
red. We do not then ſuppoſe, that Shebna was re. 
proved for providing to Hünbelf a ſepulchre, but on 


account of his pride, vain-glory, and. infidelity, w 


required to be ſharply reprimanded. .. Recollect what | 


you have heard from the preceding part of this pro: 


h 0nd you way by: e LE the 10 be ; 


Doſt thou ,arrogantly dae to 
build a ſepulchral monument for th beſide the 
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mogance of attempting to erect ſuch a fine tomb, at 
— time he was inforined of approaching cala - 
nities.—— Happy they, who, when the earthly houſe - 

of this tabernacle is diffolved, have an houſe not made 
with hands, eternal with God in the heavens ; who, 
when abſent from the body, are preſent with the 
Lord; and whoſe fleſh doth reſt in hope of a glorious - 


* 
a 


of 


n * 


| refurreQtion, when ſoul and body hog reeds ek * 


ſhall be received, to be ever with th ar 

17 Behold, the Lonxp will carry thee away 
with a mighty captivity, and will ſurely cover 
| | : * 2 7% 232 | : : 3; 2 . — 


* 


ln this and the tws followit 
uſt judgment which God had determined to execute 
upon this treaſurer of king Hezekiah's houſehold, with 
which our prophet was ordered to acquaint him on this 


| occaſion — Though thou, O mighty man! haſt ſaid, ' + - 


in the height of thy proſperity, I ſhall never be mov 
ed, I ſhall never ſee adverſity 3- and, in proof that ſuch 

re thy ſentiments, thou haſt built for thyſelf a mag. . 
nificent ſepulchre, yet, ere long, thou ſhalt be convin- 
ced of thy fatal miſtake. The Lord aſſumes the pre- 
rogative of puniſhing thee according to thy wicked- 
nels, whatever part men may perform in the matter. 
The righteous Lord declares, that he will carry thee - 
way with a mighty captivity, which thou ſhalt not 
be able to reſiſt, 2a which thou ſhalt find impoſpble - 
lo eſcape. And will ſurely cover ther, with ſhame _ 
ad reproach, ſo that thy name, which thou art en- 
deayouring to perpetuate by this ſplendid monument, 
ſhall be buried in obſcurity and contempt, and thou 


lt de neglected and forgotten. When the wrath 


of the Almighty goeth forth againſt a inan, human 
power cannot retain him in his place. Though he 
may ſeem to be firmly eſtabliſhed in his peſent con- 
dition, yet he ſhall be driven as chaff or duſt before 
the wind, from the poſſeſſic · i of the riches, 'the ho- 
W „ os 


9 


* 7, 


nours, and 8 upon: hich RAND doted 
and on account of which, he was: 2 
There is nothing in this 2 but may quickly 


leave us; and, though our preſ ts ma 
WE be continued, we may Waden b be e dim dg Sn ü, G 


ſtation that we occupy, und our Las ben: 
Gay reverſed, | Ab 


18 He will forely, DE cw; nd. tol 
thee, lils a ball into a large country: there ſhalt 
thou die, and there the chariots of thy glory 
ball be the ſhame of thy lord's houſe. 


Our prophet proceeds to deleride the deplonabl | 

condition to which this proud profane man ſhould be t 

reduced, and the irrelſtible judgments. wherewith ˖ 

he was to be ſeized. So expreſſive and —— j 
the Hebrew words here uſed, that our Kan wes wy, ory 

_ admits of their being literal ord for 0 

word they may be render In dultgg be will rh q 

m 

th 

wi 


7.599 ＋ ng Shebna was nat ſimply told, that 
he was to be to td; but he was i that this 
event would ſurely and. inevitably happen, and that 
| the ſhould be violently driven from place to place, by p- 
ſuch a mighty force as he could not withſtand iel 
This is illaltrated by a ſtriking compariſon: Like fl ed 
ball into a large country. Almighty God would darf Is 
him from his place with as. great violence as 2 1 o 
dcoth a ball which he ſtrikes, not in a narrow con 
- fined place, where he hath not room to exert himſelf |, 
and where the my hitting ſome object, may Wo 
be ſtopt in its pr mae acet 
try, where then is "plentiful ſcope for it in e K and 
 rettion it can. receive, and where, being toſſed fou 
band to hand, it is not ſuffered to be at reſt. In th bis | 
manner the Moſt High was to toſa the treaſurer f thro 
| King Hezekiah's houfehold, and to drive him tror 
his office, his houſe, and his country —Neithe 
pow nor Ggaity can ſcreen wicked men from th 


Va 
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wrath of the Lord. Thou carrieſt them ow 


Moſes, as an overflowing flood. God ſend | 
them violent overwhelming judgments, which, like a 


great inundation, carry all before them. Of this a 


7 


remarkable inſtance lies now before u. 


There ſhalt thou” die; viz. in the country where | 


he was to be in exile, probably in circumſtances of 


neanneſs and poverty, forming a contraſt to thoſe 


which he once A deſpiſed and contemned as 
much as ever he had been honoured when in office at 
court. In him might be verified the words of upright 


Job, * Men ſhall clap their hands at him, and ſhall 


* hiſs him out of his place*;* inſulting over this 


haughty vainſgtorious man, and his downfal, ' and 


treating him with marks: of diſgrace. All men 
triumph at the ruin of. proud, wicked,” great men : 
even the righteous rejoice when they ſee ven- 

e executed upon them, becaufe one great ob- 
ruction to their peace and ity is removed, 
the righteouſneſs of God is manifeſted in his judg- 
ments, his veracity is confirmed in executing his 
threatenings, and fulfilling the deſires of his people, 
whilſt they are admoniſhed to avoid thoſe dangerous 
paths wherein others have fallen and peziſhed. ' Un- 
leſs our rejoicing at the fall of the wieked, is improv- 


ed for promoting our own ſteadfaſtneſs, our rejoicing. 


is evil, ——Anoether circumſtance is added relative 
to this event, which is alſo worthy of attention: 


The chariots thy. gley ſhall be the ſhame of thy | 
hrd's houſe. The chariots here intended, werethe -- 
plendid earriages in which this haughty treaſurer was. 


accuſtomed to ride with great pomp and magnificence, 


and by which he diſcovered his exceſſive pride and 


unity. Theſe chariots were to become the ſhame' of 


lis maſter's houſe. Hezekiah, who. now fat upon the 


throne of Judah, was a man of excellent diſpoſitions, 


vell affected to the worſhip of God, and therefore he 
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would doubtleſs: encourage thoſe who-were 1 
. -Shebna, with ſome others of a — 
who probably were the ſervants of his father A 


continued in office for a conſiderable time aſter this 
== prince commenced his reign» By the tre. 


r's expulſion from his elevated ſtation, and his 
"diſgraceful exile in a foreign country, ſome reproach, 


or odium, was to be brought on his maſter's hodſe. 


Men might ſay, on — or ſeeing his diſgrace a 
infamy, Is this the man who was treaſurer to 
Hezekiah, who uſed to ride in his chariot with a 
great retinue? his wicked: conduct, and reverſed con- 
dition, are a ſhame to that prince. Ho miſerable 
are thoſe who, inſtead of being lamented and ſympa- 
thized with in the day of their calamity; die unre- 
gretted, and are as it were jeered out of the world 
into the preſence of that God, who hath ſaid; He 
vill mock when their fear conieth as deſolation, 


and their deſtruction as a whirlwind !?- As we would 
avoid „ and becoming a reproach to our 


Lord's houſe, let us beware of degrading ourſelves by 
acting unworthy of-our profeſſion. He alone who 


truly — God, is worthy of being honoured 


men; and he only aright ſuſtains reproach, wha 


views it as the conſequence of his N 1? Jo 0 | 


nour God as he requires. 


19 And-b-wilt drive ae * e | 


and from thy ſtate ſhall he pull thee down. 


In theſe words, the nde to be iuſicted upon 


Shebna is more particularly deſcribed . To make 
way for the advancement of Eliakim, our pro- 
phet declares in the name of the Lord of hoſts, that 
this treaſurer was to be deprived of the honourable 
poſt which he now held, and that he ſhould be di- 
veſted of his character of prime miniſter of ſtate. In 
this exalted ſtation he had probably been confirmed 


by * of le he had and the con» 
| | de. 


. A / or RE et ut 


5 


Fr 


— 


SS A 


vr R. 20.  PROPHECIES or ISAIAH. 2 
nections he bad formed; and from this reſpectable 


office, it ſeems, he could not eaſily be diſmiſſed. A | 


great effort was requiſite to drive him from his ſta- 


tion; an event which the Almighty informed him he 


from the firſt to the third perſon; many inſtances of 


vould certainly accompliſh. In the latter part of 


which occur in the prophetie writings By this 
prediction we are taught, that God will not only in- 


fi& divine judgments upon nations; but upon indivi- 
duals, however high their rank, who act perfidi | 
in their office, and employ their influence to injure 
the intereſts of his people: and, its hs 
compliſhment of what-is here foretold, God: verified 


the word which he ſpake by Iſaiah, and gave anew 


and ſtriking proof of the divine authority whereby 
he acted. , cctv: hel 2774, eta wage t 


k | 1 995 > CCS” os 16 5, oh, 40 N 
20 ¶ And it ſhall come to paſs in that day, 


that I will'call my fervant Eliakim the ſon of 


x 
t 


Milktahs:'* 3 I0ERS SOR nr tag as 
At the time when Shebna was to fall into diſgrace, 


he is here informed, that Eliakim was to be elevated 


to his dignity, and to be inveſted in his office.—— 


No piece of intelligence could have been more ſfock- 
ing to this proud and arrogant man, than that which 
was now communicated to him. Language cannot 
deſcribe the condition in which he now felt himſelf, 
when told, that he was to be deprived of his hig 
ſtation, to be baniſhed into a foreign country, and is 
die in miſery—and that Eliakim, a man of a very 
different deſcription from him, was to fill his place. 


Diſappointment, vexation, | envy, "indignation, with 


other uneaſy paſſions,” muſt have alternately operated 


" 
+ * 
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in his mind, and made him feel more than can be 
expreſſed. Though Eliakim, which ſignifies, My 


f 
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God will advance me, or eſtabliſh me in a ſure place, 
was * name 1 * was with 
peculiar propriety given to the ſon of Hilkiah, who 
was raiſed, by divine providence, to a poſt of great 
eminence. Nothing certain ean now be faid concern- 
ing this illuſtrious perſon, unleſs what is learned from 
this paſſage of ſcripture, and the hiſtory of Heze. 
| kiah's 5 In chap. xxxvi. 3. of this book,” he is 


mentioned as a man of diſtinguithed rank, who, with | 
Shebna the ſcribe, and Joab the recorder, was dele- 
_ gited by the king of Judah to confer with | 
and the other Aſſyrian generals, as to the hard and 
iniquitous demands made upon Hezekiah and his 
ple. About the ſame time, in the precarious ſtate 

of public affairs, he was ſent by that upright prince 
to conſult with Ifaiah, to requeſt his prayers, and to 
get from him what information, reſpeQing the will of 
od, he was at liberty to communicate. From theſe 
circumſtances, Eliakim ſeems to have been a very re. 
ſpectable man, of a good family, one who had got 
good education, and was poſſeſſed of conſiderable 
rning, for he underſtood the Syrian as well as the 
Jewiſh language. He appears alſo to have been 2 
prudent man, of amiable diſpoſitions and manners, 
and a devout godly perſon, who feared the Lord above 
many; an eminent ſervant of God, who worſhipped 
him, and. obeyed his will. His humility, benevo- 
lence, and public ſpirit, were conſpicuous at the time 
of the Aſſyrian invaſion, When he bronght from 
Rabſhakeh the haughty meſſage which he carried to 
king Hezekiah, he appeared with his clothes vent; 
and, on that occaſion, after the example of his ſove- 
reign, he put on ſackcloth.” In every reſpect he 
formed a perfect contraſt to Shebna, hrs immediate 
predeceſſor, in the office of treaſurer of the king's 
houſehold; and, from his whole character, we con- 
clude, that he muſt have proved a fubſtantial bleſing 

to the prince, the court, and the people of Judah. 
Such was the illuſtrious perſon, whom . 
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by Iſaiah, that he would call to fill up the important 
office occupied by Shebna. By: the ſecret; powerful 
tion of his providence,” he would qualify this 


3 fill the high office for which he was deſigned, 
and ſo direct the-counſels of king Hezekiah, that he 
ſhould appear to that monarch the moſt proper perſon 
to ſupply the vacant: treaſurerſhip, and that, in pre- 


ference to all others, he ſhould be promoted to this 


high ſtation. Thus did God qualify and appoint 


him to the important office aſſigned him by his 


prince. —Let us carefully attend to this circum- 


ſtance, as it reſpects ourſelves. Are we called of 
God to the ſeveral employments in which we are en- 
paged Hath God, in his providence, deſigned us 
or the ſtation that we occupy? hath he furniſhed us 
with abilities neceſſary for the faithful performance of 
the duties connected with it? and hath he diſpoſed us 


not to decline the ſervice he allots us, as did Jonah ; 


nor to be weary of tlie difficulties with which, at par- 
ticular times, it is: attended, as did Jeremiah ? then 


may we hope, that God hath called us to our work, 
as he did his ſervant Eliakim to the office that he 


blled with integrity and honour. | 
21 And I will clothe him with thy robe, and 


ſtrengthen him with thy girdle, and Iwill com- 
mit thy government into his hand, and he ſhall 


be a father to the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, and 


to the houſe of Judah. 


« & 


Our prophet proceeds to. inform Shebna, of the 
certain elevation of Eliakim, and his inveſtiture in 


the poſt of honour which he now held. —— Accord> 


ing to the cuſtom. of the Jewiſh nation, there was a 
robe which belonged to the treaſurer of the houſe- 


hold, wherein, on proper occaſions, he appeared, as N 


a mark of dignity, and a badge of offce. This robe, 
like thoſe belonging to ſome other, offices, might pro- 
dably be very rich and coſtly, embroidered 8 
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and ornamented with precious ſtones. With this robe, 
that now belonged to ðhebna as treaſurer, God * 
ed by Iſaiah, that he would elothe Eliakimy plainly. 
intimating by this expreſſion, that he would i 
bim in his office and dignity. Anu trengiben hin 
with thy girdle. Girdles were —— worn” dy 
prieſts and prophets, by military men, and the people 
in general, in thoſe countries where long garments 
were in uſe. A fine girdle, made of coſtly: materials, 
was, it ſeems, another badge of office; which, at this 
time, belonged to Shebna : this girdle God declares, 
be would transfer, along with the robe above men- 
tioned, to his ſervant Eliakim, whom he was to put 
in poſſeſſion of all the inſignia belonging to that of: 
fice. And I will commit thy government into his 
band. The great dignity and authority, with the ex- 
tenſive juriſdiction connected with the treaſurerſhip, 
were — to devolve upon Eliakim, and to be in- 
truſted in his hands: and all the important advan- 
tages in which it inveſted him, with the influence 
of office, were to be employed for the benefit of the 
people. And be ſhall be a father tu the inhabitants 
of Jeruſalem, and to the houſe ꝙ Judah. The benevo- 
lent'goad man would not only aſſiſt his prince with 
falutary counſel, but, having the welfare of the king - 
| dom at heart, he would exerciſe a paternal care over 
” the people, and act toward them with the affection 
and authority of a parent. Viewing him as ſtanding 
connected in this relation with the inhabitants of Je- 
ruſalem, he would take care to have all their neceſſi - 
ties ſupplied, and to have them furniſhed with uſeful 
inſtruction; he would watch over their intereſts; he 
would endeavour to protect them from danger, and 
to aſſiſt thein in proſecuting their buſineſſes with ſuc- 
ceſs. He would realize, in his conduct, the beauti-' 
jul character which upright Job thus deſcribes: I put 
on righteouſneſs, and it clothed me: my judgment 
© was as a robe and a diadem. I was eyes to the 
blind, and feet was I to the lame. I was a father 
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to the poor ; and the cauſe which I knew not, I 


ternal ornaments, the appendages of high rank, and 
the badges of office,” which ſerve to attract the admi- 


ration of the multitude, to command reſpect, and to 


diſtinguiſh thoſe who wear them from thoſe over 


whom they preſide. Piety, benevolenee, and good 


conduct, paternal ſolicitude, friendly offices, and | 


ſtrong exertions for the benefit of the people, are the 
deſt diſtinctions which great officers; in the Tervice of 


their country, can poſſeſs. Ve great men, hearken 


to the (till ſmall voice that is directed to you from 
afar: imitate Eliakim; and let us have the pleaſure 
of ſeeing in your conduct, the amiable excellencies 


and virtues which adorned this illuſtrious character, 

highly worthy of your attention. Happy the trea - 
lurer who acts the part of a parent toward the people! 
happy the city and nation who have fuch a treaſurer 
28 Eliakim over the king's houſehold. © 


22 And the key of the houſe of David will 1 


lay upon his ſhoulder : ſo he ſhall: open, and 


none ſhall ſhut; and he ſhall ſhut, and none. 


1 


ſhall Open. 


In this verſe, the prophet more fully explains in 
what manner Eliakim ſhould be inveſted in his few 


office, and how he was to act in that honourable ſta. - 


tion.—— At his inauguration, he was to receive all 
the inſignia belonging to the poſt to which he was 


promoted. Beſide the robe and the girdle, a key was 


to be laid upon his fhoulder, or the image of a key 


was to be embroĩdered upon the ſhoulder of his coat, 


as another badge of his office. In this mode of in- 
veſtiture, there is an obvious alluſion to the practice 


of admitting perſons into families to act in the cha- 


racter of ſtewards, who receive the keys, whereby they 
C Job fir. 24 155 16. * | 82 
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are to open and ſhut the apartments in which the va- 
rious articles of proviſion are depoſited for the uſe of 
the houſehold. The key was the enſign of the im- 
portant truſt, and extenſive power, conferred upon 
him, by his preferment to be treaſurer to the king of 
Judah; and his family, which is here called the houſe 
of David, in as much as he was lineally deſcended 
from that i!luſtrious prince. The key being laid upon 
Eliakim's ſhoulder might intimate, that the truſt and 
power wherewith he was: inveſted was a heavy bur. 
den, which required great prudence, integrity, and | 
fortitude, to ſuſtain with honour to himſelf and his 
royal maſter. As a key ſerves to open and ſhut, to 
give accefs to the houſe or apartment to which it be- 
longs, or to exclude from them, ſo the key of the 


houſe of David laid upon Eliakim, ſigniſied the power 
committed to him of adminiſtering the government, 
of managing the domeſtic and publie affairs of the 
kingdom of Judah. „ 
So he ſhall open, and none ſpall fhut ;- and he ſhall ſput, 
and none hall open. In conſequence of his promotion, 
none ſhall be able to counteract what he doth: he 
ſhall abaſe one, and exalt another: he fhall enjoy the 
excluſive privilege of admitting proper perſons into, 
the royal preſence, and of keeping out-the unworthy. 
All inferior officers were to be ſubject to the control 
of this faithful prudent miniſter, and to receive their 
orders from him. The treaſury, with the filver and 
gold which were therein depoſited ; the arſenal, with 
all the military ſtores which it contained; the houſe- 
Hold, and all the ſtores which belonged to it, were to 
be under his direction, and entirely at his diſpoſal. 
All theſe he was to open and ſhut at pleaſure, as he 
apprehended neceſſity or propriety required —ln 
alluſion to what is here ſaid. concerning Eliakim, our 
* bleſſed Saviour told the apoſtle Peter, after having made 
| the noble confeſſion, that he was Chriſt, the Son of the 
living God, I will give unto thee the keys of the 


* kingdom of heaven: and whatſoever thou ſhalt * 


= 
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« on earth, ſhall be bound in heaven; and whatſoever 
thou ſhalt looſe on earth, ſhall be looſed in heaven. 
The meaning of this declaration ſeems to be, that, af - 


ter his aſcenſion into glory, he would give the-apoſtle 
bicl 


ability and commiſſion to explain the 10 
unfolds to view the celeſtial kingdom of God. the 


treaſures of divine grace, and the glorious preroga · 


ives belonging to thoſe who are admitted into it. 
Then he, with his fellow-apoſtles, were to be endowed 
with power from on high, to open the door of fait, 


firſt to the Jews, and then to the Gentiles z to des 
care to the church what is lawful and unlawful, 


what is commanded, and what is forbidden. A 
good ſtewards of the manifold grace of God, let us 


miniſter the ſame one to another. From the benefi« 
cent Lord of all, every man hath received ſome gift, 
by which he-may be enabled to advance. the good of 
others. To ſome he hath given riches, to others au · 


thority; to ſome learning, to others eloquence; to 


ſome wiſdom, and to others ſtrength. Every man 
hath received ſome talent: no man is entruſted with 
every talent. As in nature, where nothing is alto» 
gether uſeleſs, and nothing ſelf-ſufficient, ſo it is among 


mankind. This: conſideration ought to preſerve the 


meaneſt from diſcontent, and the greateſt from pride; 


and excite. us to the diligent improvement of what we 


have received. We are not proprietors; we are only 


ligerice, to employ all the talents with which we are 
ntruſted, for the good of the houſehold, and the ho- 
nour of our Maſter in heaven. . * 


23 And I will faſten him as a nail in a ſure 
place; and he ſhall be for a glorious throne to 


his father's houſe. | e 
The ſtability and glory that Eliakim was to acquire, 


in the enjoyment of his elevated ſtation, are here fore 
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told. As it is difficult to obtain poſt of emi: 

nence, and to ſuſtain the labours and cares connected 
with places of honour and truſt, ſo it is no leſs diff 
cult to retain them with fidelity and reputation. 
Shebna was informed, that Eliakim ſhould hot only 
ſucceed him in the office of treaſurer which he now 
held, but that, after his preferment, he was not, like 
his predeceſſor, to fall into diſgrace, but to be eſta- 
bliſhed, in his high ſtation, with equal firmneſs as 4 
nail that is driven into ſolid timber, where it remains 
immovable. Nails, you know, ſerve for two pur- 
poſes; namely, to faſten together the ſeveral parts of 
which pieces of complicated workmanſhip-are com · 
poſed, and to ſupport the different articles of-hauſe- | 
hold · furniture that are hung upon them. In allu- 
ſion to theſe uſes to which nails are applied, great 
ſtateſmen are elegantly compared to them, becauſe 
they unite and ſtrengthen the various parts of which 
the empire is conſtituted, and give them firmneſs and 
ſtability, They are alſo the means and inſtruments 
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of 1 thoſe in lower ſtations, who depend on 
upon them for aid and aſſiſtance. This metaphor th 
was employed by Ezra the ſcribe, in the humble con- wh 
feſhon that he made before God, when recounting rea 
the benefits which the Lord had conferred upon his are 
countrymen: And now (ſaid he) for a little ſpace kt 
grace hath been ſhewed from the Lord our God, to ere 
leave us a remnant to eſcape, and to give us a nail the 
nin his holy place“; 5. e. a ſettled fixed reſidence. An 
The expreſſion here uſed concerning Eliakim, may pul 
import, that God would ſo eſtabliſh him in the ho- nen 
nourable office in which he was to be inveſted, that the 
he ſhould have a fixed permanent poffeſſion of it, like eri 
a a nail that hath been driven into a ſure place, from | 
which it cannot eaſily be removed—that, in this high 
ſtation, he was to be the inſtrument of uniting'and glo 
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gnity, and extenſive utility, of 
this faithful treaſurer. The language 1s/-highly 
figurative, and exceeding emphatical, intimating, 
that, by his wife and upright: adminiſtration, | he 
ould prove as great an honour and ornament to his 
ather's family, as a ſplendid throne is to the prince 
who is ſeated upon it. In conſequence: of his eſta- 
bliſhment and fidelity in the important office formerly 
keld by Shebna, the friends and connections of Elia. 
bim were to be raiſed to reſpectable ſtations, and lu- 
| crative employments.——Behold, God exalteth by 
| lis power! by his inviſible providence, he pulls down 
/ one, and raiſeth another up; and eſtabliſheth him in 
the ſure poſſeſſion of the honour and influence to 
which he is advanced. We often diſcern not the 
reaſons of ſuch elevation, nor perceive the ends which 
ve thereby to be accompliſhed. In ſuch inſtances, 
kt us adore the great Diſpoſer of all perſons and 
events, who doth in the armies of heaven, and among 
the inhabitants of the earth, whatever pleaſeth him. 
And let thoſe who are advanced to ſtations of dĩſtin- 
zulhed eminence remember, that it is their glory, 
next to promoting the public good, to provide for: | 
heir connections and dependents, who need and de- 
erre their aſſiſtano : 88 


24 And they ſhall hang upon him all the 
gory of his father's houſe, the offspring and 
the iſſue, all veſſels of ſmall quantity: from the 
rellels of cups, even to all the veſſels of flagons. 


The 
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he ſubject introduced in the preceding verſe, is 


here amplified and illuſtrated. In allufion to the 
metaphor uſed in the 23d verſe, the inſpired writer 
more fully explains the extenſive good effects which 
were to reſult from the predicted promotion. The 
Whole family of Hilkiah were to reap benefit from 
Fliakim's preferment: on his power and influence 
their hopes were to be fuſpended; and their fu. 
ture advancement depended entirely on his elevation. 
By an elegant figure, the meaning of which is eaſy 
to be underſtood, it is declared, that he ſhould fuſtain 
all the glory, opulence, and ſplendor, of his father's 
houſe. All his kinſmen and relations, who had been 
occupied in the lower ſpheres of life, were, through 
the favour and influence of this worthy treaſurer, to 
be advanced to more reſpectable places and employ- 
ments. he offspring and the iſſue, may denote the 


ſons and daughters, the children and grandchildren, 


of the family. All veſſels of ſmall quantity; thoſe of 
leſſer abilities, and meaner occupations. From the 


_— of cups, even to all the veſſels of flagons. Perſons 
of all capacities, whether great or ſmall, were to be 


employed in buſineſſes highly beneficial to the ſtate, 


and to themſelves. The words clearly enough im- 


port, that Eliakim's being eſtabliſhed in the office of 


treaſurer, ſhould be the means of raiſing his father's 
family, even from the greateſt to the leaſt of them, 

to a flouriſhing proſperous condition. This bene- 
volent man viewed preferment and power in a proper 
light, as only valuable on account of the opportuni- 
ties which they afforded of doing good; and ſerving 
the intereſts of ſociety. What a ſubſtantial bleſſing 
would he be, not only to his friends, but to the whole 
kingdom of Judah! He would be a father to the 
orphan : he would. give bread to the hungry, raiment 
to the naked, inſtruction to the ignorant, and ſupport 
to the deſtitute and infirm. Conſcious integrity, ex- 
tenſive uſefulneſs, and a uniform attachment to good- 


neſs and righteouſneſs, would fill his mind with * 
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Ver. 25. PROPHECIES: or ISAFAH. 
able ſerenity, when, after a long ſucceſsful n 


tration, he would reſign his office, with words ſimilar 


to thoſe of the venerable prophet yank ve? Behold, 


here I am, witneſs againſt me before the Lord, and 


before his anointed : whom have 1 beet or 
whom have I Waere ET 


25 In chat day, faith the Lon p of 2 


hall the nail ꝰhat is faſtened in the ſure place, 
be removed, and be cut down and fall; and the 
burden that tas upon it ſhall be cut off: wor the 


LokD hath ſpoken z, 


In theſe words, our prophet concludes the predic- 
tion concerning Eliakim, and confirms the eve 
n that 


which he delivered concerning Shebna. 
day, wherein the above prophecy ſhall be fulfilled— 
ſaith the Lord of hoſts, who wilt accompliſh it in due 


| ſeaſon—fhall the nail that is faſtened in a ſure place: 
Shebna, who hath long been firmly fixed in * 


office of treaſurer, ſhall be removed from his conf 
cuous ſtation—and be cut down and fall foddenly; 

a tree that is felled. And the burden that was wy 
it ſhall be cut off. The enormous weight of dependents, 
who had been ſupported by Shebna, were to be ex- 
cluded from the places that they enjoyed, and the ho- 
nours to which they had been advanced. The whole 
faction, connected with that miniſter, were to be de- 


prived of the offices which they held, to make room 
To give certainty and 
ſtability to this prophecy, it concludes with theſe | 


for the friends of Eliakim. 


ſolemn words, For the Lord hath - ſpoken it. —— 
Though hiſtory, fo far as I know, is filent as to the 


remarkable event foretold in the verſes we have now | 
been conſidering, yet the circumſtances mentioned 


are exceeding natural, and fuited to the time in which 


223 ſat upon the throne of Judah. This . 
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phecy, I ſuppoſe, was literally fulfilled, by the dil. 
wichen of Shebna from the Ice: of —— = 
his expulſion from Judea into a foreign Ki 
Where he cloſed his life in ignominy and diſgrace; 
and the promotion of Eliakim to that important 
office, which he held at the time the king of Aſſyria 
ſent his generals, with a great hoſt, againſt Jeruſalem ?. 
At that period, he enjoyed all that authority and dig. 
nity aſſigned him by our prophet. 
The ſcheme of ſcriptural prophecy extends through 
all ages; and is ſo admirably contrived, as to adum- 
brate future and more illuſtrious events, by preceding 
and leſs important tranſactions. This circumſtance, 
which ſhews the harmony and connection of the 
whole plan, cguld only be ſignified in a mode of lan. 
guage that cantracted and enlarged. itſelf as the occa- 
ſion required. Such is the ſingular property of the 
ſymbolic ſtyle uſed by the prophets, that, wbilſt it 
adapts itſelf to ſubjects leſs conſiderable, which it en- 
nobles, it exhibits greater ſubjects, which it doth not 
_ disfigure. Methinks that I perceive ſamewhat greater 
and more ſublime in this prophecy, than the event; 
by which it was literally accompliſhed, to. which the 
- writers of the New Teſtament turn our attention. In 
the Epiſtle which our Lord Jeſus Chriſt directed his 
ſervant John to write to the church of Philadelphia, 
he aſſumes to himſelf the character attributed to Elia | 
kim: He that hath the key of David, he that open- 
eth, and no man ſhutteth; and ſhutteth, and no 
< man openeth f.“ In the parable he delivered concern | 
ing the unjuſt ſteward, recorded in the ſixteenth | 
chapter of Luke, what is written in the ſecond verſe 
| hath ſome reſemblance to the threatening denounced 
againſt Shebna, From theſe and other paſlages that 
might be mentioned, Shebna may be conſidered a8 
an emblem of the rulers and chief men of the Jewiſh 
nation, toward the concluſion of the former diſpenſa- 
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Like him, they diſcovered intolerable pride and arro- 

gance, they eontenined the awful judgments with +. 

which they were "threatened, they promiſed them- 

ſelves continuance in proſperity, and erected monu- | 

ments to perpetuate their memory. Notwithſtanding, ol 

they were violently removed from their ut lations, | = 
| they were diveſted of their honour and authority, and — 

. vere driven from the land of Judea to wander in fo- 
reign countries, where they ignominioully periſhed, 
in the mear-time,' God was entre nun; to raiſe 
up the true Eliakim, his . ur ſervant, whom he 

inveſted with ſupreme authority over the houſe of 

David, his choſen people. wy, ſolemnly een 

to the very important charge of managing all the con- 

cerns of his houſe, as a 1758, he was fachful in all 

things. He was clothed with the robe of righteouſ- 

neſs, and girded with the girdle of faithfulneſs ; and 

| into his hands all power in heaven and in earth was 

committed, that he might be a father ta his people, 

and grant them ſafety, proſperity, and conſolation. - 

On him, were beftowed all the enfigns of univerſal - 

| government. He opens to himſelf the hearts of the 

In children of men: he opens that door whereby, if an 

is man enter in, he ſhall find reſt ta his ſoul. He hath 5 

the key of the inviſible world, opening where no man 

can ſhut, and ſhutting where no man can open. fe 

i firmly eſtabliſhed in the government of the church 

and kingdom of Gad. He is at once its ornament, its 

gory, its builder, the foundation, and chief corner- 
one, that communicates beauty, honour, and ſtrength, 

'o every individual of which it is campoſed. ' He ex- | 

ats his friends to the higheſt dignity ; and on him 

{dey all depend for the continuance of all the bleſſings. | | 

hey enjoy, Every prerogative, from the leaſt to the 

greateſt, flows from him to the church; every tongue | 
cnteſſeth him; all acceptable prayers are offered in 

bs name; every duty is performed through his grace; 

ad complete ſalvation is to be expected from the 
Vor. II. = | Qo | | merit N 
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merit of his obedience. What ample ground of de. 
vout meditation is here ſuggeſted! in which theſe few 
hints may, through the divine bleſſing, afford you 
ſome aſſiſtance. Almighty God, our heavenly Fa. 
ther, who haſt exalted Jeſus Chriſt to be Head over 
all things to thy church, grant unto us, thy unworthy 
ſervants, thy holy Spirit, and enriching bleſſing, along 
with thy good word, that it may bring forth in us 
the fruits of holineſs and ri wwe Aur to thy honour - 
and glory, through our 0 by Mediazor, Jeſus Jas l | 
our Tn Amen. f | N * 
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. 


THE eighth diſcourſe, comprehended in the ſecond | 
part of Iſaiah's prophecies, on which we now © 


ater, unfolds the future fortunes of Tyre, a city 


which, at the time theſe: predictions were delivered, 
vas renowned for its ſtrength, riches, and beauty. 


The citizens, enjoying a very extenſive and lucrative 


trade, were immerſed in luxury and diſſipation, and 
eated with the many important advantages which 


they poſſeſſed. Whilſt our prophet was employed by 


the holy Spirit, to announce the divine judgments 
vith which the nations, ſurrounding Judea, were to 


be viſited, we cannot be ſurpriſed to obſerve, that he 
did not omit the Tyrians. Looking forward by the 
ſpirit of prophecy, he beheld that proud and ſportive 
city beſieged and vanquiſhed by its enemies; and the 


| report of the conqueſt, having quickly reached the 
colonies which they had planted, and the cities con- 
nected with them by commerce, he exhorts them, 


as if preſent, to mourn and lament. He clearly fore- 


tels the heavy calamities with which the ſupreme Go- 


rernor of the univerſe would puniſh them, by means 
of the Chaldeans ; which ſhould be ſo mitigated, at 


the elapſe of ſeventy years, that the place was to be 
reſtored to its former power and grandeur, and the 


kingdom of God to be there eſtabliſhed, This is the 


ſubje& of the following diſcourſe, which is no leſs _ 
beautifully diſcuſſed than thoſe that preceded it, and 
kems to have been primarily addreſſed to the Tyrians 


themſelves.——From ſeveral circumſtances that are 
here mentioned, it ſeems probable, that this prophecy 
vas delivered about the third year. of Hezekiah's 
reign, whilſt Tyre was in a flouriſhing condition. 
Like thoſe which we have already conſidered, it is in- 
tended to ſhew, that the God of Iſrael is the almighty 


Governor of the world, who perfectly knows all the | 
contingent events of futurity, ſome of which he _ — 
PR > 1 rately 
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rately delineated by his ſervants the prophets long be- 
fore they came to paſs—to gain attention, and con- 
ciliate reſpect to the miniſters of the word of God; and 
to ſhew, that our prophet, in particular, was divinely 
inſpired and to demonſtrate the righteouſneſs of Je. 
hovab, in the difpenſations of his providence; to 

which we ought carefully to attend. All the divine 


equity; and therefore the execution of them is, in 
ſcripture, fometimes called judgment. The inha- 
bitants of Tyre, by their pride and arrogance, their 
luxury and wantonneſs, by their envy at the 8 
of God, the joy which they expreſſed at the deſola- 
tion of Jerufalem, and their other crimes, brought 
upon themſelves the calamities which are here fore- 
told. By the promiſe of mercy, with which the pro- 
phecy concludes, the myſtery of the calling of the 
© Gentiles, to the participation of the privileges of the 
| golpel, was in ſome meaſure unfolded.—After the 
ſcription, the prophecy naturally divides itfelf into 
two parts. The firſt includes the judicial pu of 
God-concerning Tyre, the reaſons on which it was 
founded, and the inſtruments by which it was to be 
executed, ver. 1.14. The fecond gives aſſuranee, 


that the divine E. O90 56 were to- be greatly mode- 
rated; that the deſolation of Tyre was to be confined 


within the ſpace of feventy years, after which the 

city was. again to flouriſh with its former ſplendor, 
and the citizens to be called to the ſervice of the 

living God, to whoſe honour their riches were to be 


f 


conſecrated, ver 15. to the ede. 
„ -, CHAP: EX. 195 
FH E burden of Tyre. Howl, ye ſhips ef 
1 Tarſhiſh; for it is laid waſte, ſo that there 
is no houſe, no entering in: from the land of 
Chittim it is revealed to them. . 


. 
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The burden ꝙ Tyre: the oracle concerning Tyre, 
which predicted the awful judgments that God pur- 

ſed to inflict on that city, as the juſt puniſhment - 
its er the ſubjeck of this 
phecy, was a city of great renown through the — 
— and of no 1 celebrity among geographical = 
and hiſtorical writers. It was remarkable for an- 
tiquity: ſome writers | been of , that it 
was built by Tyrus, one of the ſons aphet, ſoon. 


after the flood; — —— having * Saks its 
foundations were laid. by the Zidonians. Whoever 


were the builders, it was certainly one of the moſt 
ancient and moſt celebrated cities of Pheenicia, be- 
ing famous for its extenſive commerce, its wiſdom, - 
riches, and beauty, and the numerous colonies which 
were planted by its inhabitants. It was ſtrongly built, 
and fortified upon an iſland, near ſeven hundred paces 
diſtant from the continent, about three or four hun- 
dred years before the temple of Jeruſalem. It was 
ſurrounded by a ſtrong wall, one hundred and -fifty 
feet high, which was waſhed by the ſea; and far ſur. 
paſſed, in grandeur, power, and opulence, the city 
of the ſame name, which ſtood at no great diſtance 
from it on the mainland. Its 2 eous ſituation, 
and the induſtry of the peopl it to the ſove- 
reignty of the ſeas; and — wt it the centre of all 
the trade carried on from the extreme parts of Ara- 
dia, India, and Perſia, to the weſtern coaſts; and 
from Seythia, and the northern countries, to Egypt 
and Ethiopia, toward the ſouth. All nations contri- 
buted toward the increaſe of its riches, magnificence, 
and power. It was: governed by its own monarchs : / 


_ and among its kings was Hiram, who loved David, 
- who furniſhed his ſon Solomon | 


king of Iſrael 
with cedars, any buildin Tis the temple of A 5 


Of this renowned city, t $ prophecy foretels the fu- | 
ture fortunes. 


Howl, ye ' ſhips of Tarſhi ih. This prophecy, as well 5 


3s the others delivered Ki our prophet, is — 


, 
; 
| 
' 


* 
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diſpoſed, both with reſpe& to. its ſtructure and lin, 
Tyrian ſeamen, who traded to Tarſhuſh, a port which 


they much frequented, in the proſecution of their 


duſineſs. Different opinions have been fortned by 
interpreters, as to the place here intended by Tar. 
ſhiſh. Some have ſuppoſed, that it was Tarteſſus, in 


* 
11 
: 


Spain, once a flouriſhing city, much frequented by 
the Phœnicians: others, that it was Carthage, an. 
ciently a powerful city, upon the coaſt of Barbary; 


and the Septuagint render Tarſhiſh by Carthage. 
Some have affirmed, that Tarſhiſn, a city in Cilicia, 


of which the apoſtle. Paul was a native, and whither 


the prophet Jonah fled from the preſence of the 
Lord, was the place which Iſaiah bad 

I pretend not to determine this controverſy, which, 
to you, is of no great importance. The trading people, 
and ſeamen, who were employed in navigating ſhips 
to and from this port, wherever ' ſituated, are called 
to wailing and lamentation. For it is laid waſte, 
fo that there is no houſe, no entering in. The city of 
Tyre is ſo completely deſolated, that there is not a 
| houſe left remaining: it forms one huge heap of in- 

Jccallible ruins. i TENETS 


From the land of - Chittim it is revealed to then, 
Kittim, or Chittim, was the name of one of the ſons 


of Javan, among whom the iſles of the Gentiles were 
divided; and from him the country, here intended, 
might have its name. In the ſcriptures of the Old 
Teſtament, we read of the coaſt; the iſles, the ſhips, 
and, in the words before us, the land of Chittim. 


Some have imagined, that Italy and Greece, and 


others, that Cyprus, Crete, and Sicily, were the iſles 
of Chittim ; whilſt ſome writers have ſuppoſed, that 


Macedonia Was the land which is here ſpoken of. 


Amidſt the ; diverſity of ſentiments entertained with 
reſpect to the land of Chittim, it is ſufficient at pre- 
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the report of the deſtruction of Tyre was to be com. 
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ſent to ſay, that from this country, wherever it 


municated by the Tyrian ſeamen, and from thenee ta 
be ſpread over the weſtern world. How unſtable 
and fluctuating are all earthly things! The greateſt 
and the ſtrongeſt cities do not continue for ever, but 


bon decay and periſh. They gradually riſe to im- 


portance and magnificence, and, after a while, ſink 


into obſcurity, or are ſuddenly deſtroyed. Jeruſalem, 


Babylon, Niniveh, and Tyre, with many other power- 
ful fortified cities, after they had arrived at the ſum- 
mit of grandeur, were ere long overthrown, and 
buried in ruins. 'Learn then not to truſt in human 
defence, or in the greateſt worldly prerogatives; but 
endeavour to become citizens of the heavenly and 
better country of the Jeruſalem that is above, and 
ſubjects of the kingdom of God, that cannot be 
moved. „eee 


2 Be ſtill, ye inhabitants of the iſle, thou 
whom the merchants of Zidon, that paſs over 


5 
* 


the ſea, have repleniſhed. = 4 


The prophet next calls upon thoſe who inhabited 


the ſea-coaſts, and the iſlands of the Mediterranean 


Sea, to maintain a profound reſpectful ſilence on the 


melancholy occaſion. We may conſider him as ad- 


dreſſing the people, who dwelt in the Leſſer Aſia, Pe- 


loponneſus, Epirus, Cyprus, Rhodes, and Crete; and 
thoſe who lived in the countries and cities of Africa, 


which lay oppoſite to them, with whom the Tyrians 


carried on an extenſive commerce. To them he 
faith, Be till, or be ſilent, as the Hebrew word is 


. tranſlated in the margin of ſome Bibles. This ex- 


preſſion ſuppoſes ſome previous great commotion, ariſ- 


ing from diſappointments, loſſes, and troubles, whereby _ 
their minds, like the ſea in a tempeſt, had been vio- 


lently agitated ; that uneaſy thoughts, and painful 


ſenſations, had diſturded, and rendered them unfit 


for 


- 


r 


nee 


2 8 
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for action and enjoyment. In this perplexed condi. 
tion, how ſaitable the direction, B. ſtill!. lay ze. 
ſtraints upon your angry and impetuous paſſiona, and 
endeavour to preſerve a tranquil compoſed temper of 
mind, free from impatience and' reſentment. Ther, 
is a time to keep filence ; and this is the proper ſeaſon 

for you to be ſtill. In ſilent admiration, behold the 
| wonderful work of God, and thoſe terrible things in 
| righteouſneſs that he hath done, which juſtly. claim 
Jour attention. In this manner, diſcover your grief 
and. conſternation at the direful event of which you 
are informed; and expreſs your reverence, awe, and 
reſpect, of that almighty power that hath accompliſh- 


ed this aſtoniſhing deſolation. Such conduct, on this . 


emergency, is highly becoming ; and will ſhew your- 
' prudence and diſcretion, and a dutiful ſubmiſſion ta 
the ſovereign will of Jehovah. This ſalutary ad. 
vice J addreſs to you, my friends, Be till; ſtudy ta 
maintain a calm ſerene temper of mind, amidft all the 
loſſes and diſtreſſes that you may ſuſtain. In every 
condition, however adverſe, try to ſay with Eli, It 
© is the Lord, let him do what ſeemeth him good.“ 


Conſide in the wiſdom, goodneſs, power, and faith. 
fulneſs of God: rely on the mediation of the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, and the grace of the holy Spirit. 
Thou whem the merchants of Zidon, that paſs over the 
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fea, have repleniſhed. TZidon was a very ancient and 
famous city in Phœnicia, ſituated on the confines df 
the land af Canaan, toward the north-weſt. It figod 


about five or ſix miles diſtant from Tyre; and pro- 
bably had its name from Zidon, the firſi-born ſon. of 
Canaan *. It was a great city, as more ancient 

Aſher, as part 


than Tyre; and aſſigned to the tribe o 
of their inheritance, though its inhabitants were never 
expelled by the Aſnurites . It was a royal city, over 
which Ethbaal was king, who was'the father of that 


wicked woman Jezebel ; concerning whom it is writ- | 


'd Gen. x. 15. 19. 5 7 Judges i, 31. 5 


ten, 


— 


FCC œͤü:! ²˙ m Mo ae oli. oat ont oe è )'... 


— 


JJV ˙²˙ B 


| 1 ak. 
rx. 3. PROPHECIES or ISAIAH. 297 


u, that ſhe ſtirred up her huſband; Ahab. king of 


Nn ſell himſelf to work wickedneſs in the ſight | 


of the Lord . The inhabitants were idolaters, for 
ve read, that Aſhtoreth was the goddeſs of the Zido- 
mans . The merchants of this city carried on an 
extenſive commerce, by which they greathy enriched 
themſelves, and the inhabitants of other iſlands and 
ſea · ports, furniſhing them with various commodities, 
whereby their trade and opulence were much in- 
creaſed. They repleniſhed the harbours, the ſhops, 
the warehouſes of Tyre, with all kinds af merchan- 
diſe. By means of commerce, the merchants of one 
city not only enrich themſelves, but likewiſe thoſe 
vith whom they are connected in other places. 
Towns, or cities, like Zidon, built upon the ſea-coaſt, 
arge navigable rivers, commodiaus for trade and 
ſhipping, often flouriſh, and become wealthy.——Let 
us learn, from the children of this world, wha. are 
wiſe in their generation, how we may become rich 
toward God, in faith, and in good works. So far ag 
ve can conſiſtently, let us chooſe our habitations near 
the waters of the fanQuary, that we may carry on a 
pleafing profitable intercourſe with the heavenly and 
better country, the city of the living Gd. 


3 And by great waters the ſeed of Sihor, the 
harveſt of the river it her revenue, and the is a 
mart of nations. 2 33 O's e 


1 


A 


words, of the merchants of Zidon.———Sihor was the 
name of a town, which ſtood near the mouth of the 


mer of that name, which was ſometimes called the | 
brook of Egypt, and formed upon that quarter the - 


boundary of the land of Iſrael . Some commenta= 
lors, with whom the Biſhop of Lo 
I Kings xxi. 25. + 1 Kings xi. 5, | i. Joſhua xiii 3 
Wil, "Pp. opinion, 
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opinion, that the river Nile is here called Sihor, as in 
1 Chron. xiii. 5. and Jer. ii. 18.; and that this name 
was given it on account of the blackneſs of its waters, 
charged with the mud which it brings down with it 
from Ethiopia. On this ſuppoſition, by the ſeed of 
Sihor, and the harveſt of the river, may be meant, 
the corns and the flax which grew in the land of 
Egypt, rendered fertile by the overflowing of tbe 
Nile. The wheat produced in that rich country, the 
flax which was ſpun into fine: yarn, and made into 
linen, were ſtaple articles in the trade of the Zidoni- 
ans and Tyrians, by importing of which, and convey. 
ing them to other maritime cities, the trading people 
derived a great revenue, and much wealth. And 
+ ſhe is a mart of nations. Mart is a contraction of the 
. - Engliſh word market, where, you know, all manner 
of goods are expoſed to ſale, and to which great num- | 
bers of people reſort from all quarters, ta buy and to 
fell, and to meet with their friends. Zidon, in which 
Tyre may be comprehended, was a mart of nations, 
to which the trading people of all the furroundin 
| Kingdoms repaired, that they might diſpoſe of the dit- 
ferent kinds of wares which they wiſhed to part with, 
and that they might purchaſe the various articles which 
they needed. Would you ſee this deſcription beaut!- 
fully illuſtrated ? read the twenty-ſeventh chapter of 
Ezekiel, from the 8th verſe, where you will find, that 
1 was ſupplied, by the neighbouring nations, with * 
all the moſt valuable articles of commerce. By means 


of this extenſive trade, the Tyrian merchants acquired ſet 
prodigious opulence, in conſequence of which, they WW ne 
became proud and haughty : they attributed/ their af no 
fluence to their own wiſdom, , induſtry, and con- acc 
neCtions ; and thus, by excluding God from their anc 
thoughts, they expoſed themſelves to his-righteous wen 
| judgments. Let us then beware of this criminal in 
and dangerous conduct, which brought them to deſc vit 


lation. Sacrifice not unto your net, nor burn 1 ; 


i . : 5 3 | . 1 7 
L rn... PROPHECIES or ISAIAH. 299 
n unto your drag: becauſe by them your portion is fat, 
TT EM . 
it 4 Be thou aſhamed, O Zidon ; for the ſea 
of hath ſpoken, even the ſtrength. of the ſea, ſay- 

; * a 1 : * * 8 7 . 4 # - 

1 ing, I travail not, nor bring forth children, nei- 
111 ͤ op yon wn, IE 
Ene, OT 
to Our prophet, turning to the Zidonians, directs 
1. them in what manner they ought to be affected on 


this mournful occaſion, ——Be aſhamed of the diſno- 
nourable and unlawful. ſteps that you have taken to 
acquire riches, of the wicked and pernicious ways by 
which you have increaſed your wealth. Be con- 
founded at the recollection of your covetouſneſs and 
oppreflion, your fraud and deceit, your lying and 
falſehood, your injuſtice and iniquitous practices, * 
who, like Balaam, have loved the wages of unrigh- 
teouſneſs, Remember your evil ways, and loathe 
15 yourſelves in your own ſight, for all the iniquities 
k that you have committed. Be aſhamed of your fooliſh 
th, expectations from Tyre, which are now wholly fruſ- 
ch trated, and the diſappointment which you feel, in con- 


li. ſequence of your hopes from that quarter being en- 
of tirely cut off. In vain ſhall you look for opportuni- 
IN ties of renewing your former commerce with that 
th once flouriſhing city, and of receiving returns for the 


merchandiſe that you conveyed thither. All your 
ſchemes of aggrandizement, by. means of your con- 
nection with Tyre, ate diſconcerted, ſo that you can- 
not fail to experience the moſt uneaſy ſenſations, on 
account of your diſappointments and lofſes. For theſe 
| and fimilar reaſons, we ſuppoſe that the men of Zidon 
were called upon 5 0 aſhamed.— Trading people, 
in mercantile cities, often bring home foreign vices 
with the riches which they import, inſomuch that it 
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hath been queſtioned, whether the former are not 


more hurtful than the latter are uſeful. If fo, there ; 
is juſt cauſe for ſhame indeed. The grounds on WM u 
which this advice was foutided, are ſubjoined in the ö 
following words: 1 b 0 


For the ſea hath ſpoken, eben the ſtrength of the ſea, 

| ſaying, &c. Zidon being a more ancient city than 
Tyre, might be conſidered as her mother, by whom by 
ſhe had been nouriſhed and cheriſhed from her be. | 

. ginning. The Zidonians had planted many colonies 


un various parts of the world LL them all, Tyre 4 
Vas juſtly the moſt celebrated, and moſt opulent; t 
and, being intimately connected with the parent-city, f 
ſhe might be viewed as part of herſelf. Tyre having a 
been overthrown, which is here called the ſea, as.it l 
ſtood in the ſea—and the ſtrength of the ſea, becauſe , 
the Tyrians claimed the empire of the ocean, Zidon was 1 
left to deplore, with tears and lamentations, the deſo-. N 
lation of het neighbours, and her own ſolitude. She | x 

18 repreſented pouring out bitter complaints, that ſhe t 
did not, as formerly, bring forth and train op a.nu- g 
merous offspring. After being deprived of her moſt F 
celebrated and fruitful daughter, who was her chief 0 
ornament, glory, and ſupport, ſhe mourns over her f 
ſolitude, eb. 500 prodigious change-that had hap- n 
pened to her. travail not, nor bring forth chil f 
dren, &c. In prophetic language, the inhabitants t 
and dependents of a city are called her children, as 4 
in. chap. Ixvi. 8. where our prophet faith of Zion, 1 
that © ſhe travailed and brought forth children; i. e. l 
her citizens were multiplied. In this ſenſe the ex-. Wl : 
preſſion muſt be underſtood here. The people of , 
Tyre, having been afflicted by famine and war, were p 
not to increaſe as they had done in times paſt their 0 
young men and virgins were to be greatly iminiſbed. h 
This affecting circumſtance afforded juſt ground of i 
ſhame to Zidon, who had boaſted of the riches, the 


. trade, and ſtrength of Tyre, with which the was inti- 
mately conneted,——Truſt ye not in a friend, ” | 
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put confidence in a brother. Truſt him, ſo as not to 


ſupport you 


+ As at the report concerning Egypt, fo ſhall 
| they be ſorely pained at the report of Tyre. brag 


| ſuſpect his fidelity: but truſt him not fo, as to rely 
upon him with unbounded confidence; for then ſhall 
he prove a broken reed, that will rather wound than 


The Zidonians were to be as much afflicted at the 


deſtruction of Tyre as they 


they had been by the devaſta- 
tion of Egypt. — Being: deſcended from Ham, the 
father of the Egyptians, they conſidered themſelves 


3 nearly connected with that people. This con- 


nection was greatly ſtrengthened by frequent com- 


merce, carried on between them to their mutual 


advantage. Zidon was ſupplied with ſome neceſſarx 
and uſeful articles from Egypt, and Egypt was en- 
| riched by her trade with Zidon. When, therefore, 


the Zidonians heard the report of the terrible judg- 
ments which God had inflicted upon that people, and 


of their overthrow in the Red Sea, they were greatly 


diſtreſſed ; and, in after-times,* when they were in- 
formed of the conqueſt of that country by Nebuchad- 


nezzar, they were deeply afflicted. The uneaſineſs 
felt by the Zidonians, at the deſolation of Tyre, was 
to be like that which they experienced on one ot 
other of theſe occaſions. Their vicinity to Tyre, the 


riches, the trade, the ſupport which they derived from 


that city, would unite in aggravating their diſtreſs, on | / 


account of its deſolation. The awful calamities 
which the Almighty ſends upon great cities and em- 
pres ſtrike terror into their neighbours. The report 


* ſword (faith God, by the prophet Ezekiel) ſhall 
come upon Egypt (mark what follows), and great 


3 


3 


of divine judgments ſtartles and troubles thoſe who _ 
tear of them, and fills with conſternation thoſe of 
lmilar character, and in like circumſtances.” | © The 


— 
. 
— * 
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< pain ſhall be in Ethiopia . On receii ng (his thor 
en the Ethiopians were to be alarmed, and ſeized 
with dread and uneaſineſs. The overthrow of the | 
Egyptians in the Red Sea cauſed the nations to fear. 
The ſlaughter of Sihon, king bf gn, and Op, 
king of Baſhan, with their people, b Joſhua and the 
Kraslites, made Balak, and the Moabites; ſore afraid. 
In like manner, the deſtruction of Tyre was to affright 
the inhabitants of the iſlands, a6 10 give rec to the 
RE . „ 


0 


66 Paſs. ye over to mean, bol, x hohabi 
tants . 


Our prophet now turns to the dete inhabi 
tants of Tyre, or of the iſle, and calls upon them to 
change their place of reſidence, and to remove to 
_ Tarſhiſh, that they might there bewail the fate of their 
city, and the loſs they ſuſtained of all their worldly 
good things. Viewing the fad reverſe of their for- 
mer proſperous condition, which they had long en- 
joyed, and the deplorable circumſtances to which they 
were now reduced, they are directed to exprels the 
- pungent ſorrow which they felt in the moe. ad wi 
moſt affecting manner. pre 


7 £ this your joyous city, whoſe Shes ir 
of ancient days,? her own oy: ſhall 1 be 
afar off to ſojourn, _ wh 


The people of Tyre are here cane of th 12255 
liar advantages which their city formerly po 

Ir this your joyous city, every where eee on ac cauſ 
count of its mirth and feſtivity, in which you enjoyed Tyre 
the greateſt affluence, luxury, and ſecurity,” with a natic 
the good . of a preſent life, wherein ye great the e 
_ Tejoiced : boſe antiquity is of ancient ye 7. whic 


Exck. xxx. 4. i . Exod, wi 14 RY Jo p 


Tyrians boaſted much of the anti wit 


rich and powerful monarch. 


ty 
- 


Her own feet Jhall 


4 


urry ber afar off to ſojourn. The city being laid waſte = 
by its enemies, the remaining inhabitants were obliged 


o reſort to diſtant regions, in order to obtain ſome 
commodious place of refidence. The mnttpore of what 
is here ſaid is ſhortly this, Ye men of Tyre, who 
boaſt of yu mirth and jollity, who glory in the an- 
tiquity 0 
het you have planted in different parts of the 
world, learn, from the deſolation of your city, the va- 
nity of your pride and glory, and the inſtability of 
the moſt powerful cities and ſtates who are not under 
the protection of the Almighty. Though ye are a 
| viſe and ſtrong people, inhabiting a well. fortiſied, 
and, to human view, an impregnable city, there is no 
| counſel or might againſt the Lord, who hath pur- 
| poſed to ſtain the pride of all human glory. By 
ſtrength ſhall no man prevail. Wiſe counſels, ſtrong 


fortreſſes, rich treaſures, and powerful armies, God 


vill bring to nothing, that no fleſh may glory in his 


preſence. 


8 Who hath taken this counſel againſt Tyre, 


the crowning city, whoſe merchants are princes, 
whoſe traffickers are the honourable of the 


cauſes which contributed toward the deſolation of 
Tyre. The bleſſed God, the Governor among the 
nations, the King of kings, the righteous Judge of all 
the earth, was the ſupreme and principal canſe- from 
which this event proceeded: according to his wiſe 


counſel, the city of Tyre was deſtined to deſtruction. 


Jo place this matter in the moſt ſtriking light, a 


\ 
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| | uy of their city, 
which was indeed very ancient: for in the days off 
Joſhua, it was a ſtrong city ; and in the reigu of S0. 
lomon, Hiram, king of Tyre, ſeems to have been a 5 
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your city, and the numerous flouriſhing co- 


Our prophet next proceeds to ſpecify the principal | 


. 
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band of men is introduced, ſtruck with aſtoniſhmen 
at the very ſurpriſing fate of this renowned city; in. 
quiring as to the author, and reaſbns of this calami. 


ty.——Who hath taken this counſel | againſt Tyre? - this | 


ſtrongly fortified city, founded upon à rock; and far. 
rounded by the ſea, Who could form the bold de. 
ſign of executing ſuch a daring arduous enterpriſe, 


as deſtroying this ancient commercial city, 
nations? It is a work of ſuch vaſt magnitude, Mat he 
muſt be a mighty one indeed, who is equal to the 


: "my 
— 


execution of this grand project. he crowning. 


immenſe wealth, and ſting as a queen among the 


city, which had been accuſtomed to nominate thoſe 


who ſhould govern other cities and countries, and 
city, Tenowned for its royalty, — deayiy, 


whoſe ' mandates had been obeyed: the Westen. | 
above, 


— 


Van. 9. PROPHECIES or ISAIAH. * og 


from the early period wherein the city aſſumed im. 
portance and royalty, until the wickedneſs of -her 
princes, the pride, the injuſtice, and other crimes of 
her merchants, conſumed their proſperity, and brought 
upon them that deſolation, as to the author of which, 
inquiry is here made. The ſins of Tyre provoked 
the Moſt High to take counſel againſt it. Shall he 

* proſper, ſhall he eſcape, that doth ſuch things* ?? 
No: he ſhall neither proſper nor eſcape. Jotham, king 
of Judah, proſpered greatly, © becauſe he prepared his 

© ways before the Lord his God g.“ Becauſe he 
would not commit iniquity, but diligently attended to 
his temper and conduct, he grew mighty, and reigned 
over a flouriſhing kingdom; whereas after his ſon 
Ahaz, who did wickedly, aſcended the throne, Iſrael- 
tes, Syrians, Edomites, and Aſſyrians, laid waſte the 
nation. Righteouſneſs exalteth a city or kingdom, 

| but fin is the reproach and ruin of a people, — 


9 The Loxp of hoſts hath purpoſed it, to 
ſtain the pride of all glory, and to bring into 


contempt all the honourable of the earth. 


Theſe words contain the ſhort reply of our prophet 
to the inquiry made in the preceding verſe, in which 
| he ſhews, that the arduous enterpriſe. of deſolating 
Tyre did not exceed his power who formed the de- 
\ 


* 


ſign.—— The Perſon who had determined to over - 
throw that great city, is the only living and true 
God, the Lord of nature, the Ruler of heaven and | 

| earth, the Lord of hoſts; the everlaſting God, who, 

in mercy, revealed himſelf to Abraham and his poſte · 

; Ny, and who ſpake by our prophet, declaring things 

| to come. If you heſitate as to the rectitude and equity 

| of his counſel, reſpeQing the deſtination of Tyre, our 
prophet teacheth, that what was highly admired in 
that city moved God to purpoſe its deſtruction. The 


* Ezck. xvii. 15. | + ches. i 6 
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proſperity which the Tyrian merchants had for a long 
time enjoyed, puffed them up with pride,, and gaye 
riſe to criminal indulgence in luxury, ſenſual plea- 
ſures, and vain pomp. They fooliſhly attributed to 
their own induſtry and good fortune, the benefits 
which they ought to have aſcribed to God; and thus 
deprived him of the glory due to his name. Such 
conduct is exceedingly offenſive to God; and though, 
with much long: ſuffering, he often bears with. it, he 
ſeldom fails to puniſh it ſeverely. He abaſeth thoſe 
that exalt themſelves; and, in the moſt convincing 


manner, dernonſtrates the truth delivered; by Jeſus 


Chriſt, who hath ſaid, © That which is highly eſteem- 
ed among men, is abomination in the ſight of God. 
To. ſtain the pride of all glory. Beſide other impor- 
tant reaſons, which it was unneceſſary to mention, 
theſe words ſuggeſt one deſign that God had in view 
to accompliſh, by his determination reſpecting Tyre. 
It ſeems chiefly intended to check the. furpriſe of thoſe 
who were aſtoniſhed at the fate of that city, and did 
not perceive the propriety and equity of the divine 
procedure in this inſtance. To obviate any difficulty 
that might occur as to this matter, the 1 0 de- 
clares, that the moſt high God was greatly diſpleaſed 
with. the Tyrians, on account of their voluptuouſneſs 
and pride, diſplayed in their temples, in their houſes, 
in their dreſs, entertainments, and manners. Io 
ſtain this pride of human glory, and to bring. intg con- 
tempt all the honourable of the earth, God purpoſed to 
- reverſe their proſperous condition, and to reduce them 
to a very humiliating ſtate. Hardly any thing appears 
more dreadful to the honourable of the earth than 


contempt: they are more afraid of being deſpiſed 


than of meeting any other ſort of treatment. In or- 
der to humble and abaſe thoſe who had walked in 
pride, and to ſhew to the world the contempt that 
they who refuſe to honour God may expect, th 

for a ſeaſon they may be reſpected among men, tie 
flrong city Tyre was demoliſhed, and its haughty in- 
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habitants were expoſed to ſcorn and | derifon© * Jr 
all fins, pride is one of the moſt odious to God. He 


hoſtility againſt ' the proud. A philoſopher being 


8 aſked, how God was employed, gave for anſwer, 60 In . 
* exalting the humble, and abaſing the proud.” The 


reply was good, and agreeable to ſcripture; where it 
4. Aur Li A man pride ſhall bring him low; but 


remark is often verified in the courſe of divine provi- 
dence, of which Pharaoh, Haman, Nebuchadnezzar, 
Herod, with many others, are inſtructive inſtances; 


80 deteſtable is pride in the fight of God, that he hath 


often puniſhed it in his peculiar people. The pride 
and vanity which David diſcovered in numbering the 
{ſraelites, was puniſhed with the loſs of ſeventy thou- 


fand of his ſubjects. When Hezekiah's heart was 


lifted up, it is written, There was wrath upon him, 
and upon Judah and Jeruſalem f.“ Other ſins; 


which are accompanied with greater turpitude and 


diſgrace, are more hateful to men; whereas pride, by 
aſſuming the appearance of importance and dignity, 


doth not ſeem ſo odious. Other fins are violations 
of the law of God; this acteth in direct oppoſition ta. 


his very exiſtence: and ſovereignty : it not only de- 
ſpiſeth his commandment, but it arraigneth the diſ- 
penſations of his providence and grace, and proves 
the fruitful ſource of all other tranſgreſſions. No 
wonder then that God ſhould have ſtained: the pride 
of all glory, and brought into contempt all the ho- 
nourable of the earth, by the overthrow of Tyre. I 


conclude this article-in the words of the prophet je- 
remiah : < Hear ye, and give ear, be not proud: for 
_ © the Lord hath ſpoken, Give glory to the Lord 


your God, — But if ye will not hear, my ſoul ſhal] 
* weep in ſecret places for your pride j. 
$ Prov, xaix. 23. 4 T '2 Chron. Wand 25. 1 Jer. vill. 15, 16, 17- 
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Tar ſhiſh, becau 


* the ſtrong holds thereof, 
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10 Paſs through thy! land as a river, O daugh 
ter of Tarſhiſh: : there is no more ſtrength. 


The prophet having affirmed, chat the Lord of 


hoſts was the ſupreme Author of the calamities where, 
with Tyre was to be viſited, and ſhewn the defign 


which he had thereby in view to accompliſh, he ad. 
dreſſes the inhabitants of Tyre under the name of the 
daughter of Tarſhiſh.——-To them, he faith, Paſs 
through thy land, in a large body, with great rapidi- 
ty, like a river, whoſe waters run toward the ſea with 
conſiderable velocity, In like manner, do you, Tyrians, 
haſte away to a place of ſafety from approaching ca: 
lamities.—— Tyre might be called the daughter of 

A of the cloſe connection and conſtant 
intercourſe that ſubſiſted between them, and hecauſe 


Tyre had derived much trade and opulence from 
Tarſhiſh——T here is no more ſtrength, to ſe the 
aſſaults of a powerful foe; your officers and ſoldiers, 


your ſhips and fortifications, ſhall 2 ve wholly inch 
fectual to withſtand the hoſtile deſigns of your ene. 

mies. How great the nai of God, who, 
by his ſervants, calls upon men to eſcape the calami, 
ties to which, by fin, they have expoled themſelves, 
and to flee from the wrath to come! Gather your- 
© ſelves (ſaid he, to the people of Judah and Benja- 
min), to flee out of the he midi of Jeruſalem; for 
6 evil appeareth out of the north, and great deſtruc. 


tion“: and his warning voice now cries to ou, 
my friends, Eſcape for your tes leſt ooo! an con 
ſumed by his juſt diſpleaſure f. | 


II He ſtretched out his 5 8 over — fea he 
ſhodk the kingdoms: the Loxp hath. given a 
commandment againſt the merchant-c!/y, to * 


* Jer. vi. 1. + Gen, nix, 17. 
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In this and theiverſs which immediately £illowen, 


the great work of divine providence, in the govern - 
ment of human affairs, is elegantly deſcribed. The 
movements of the nations are exceedingly-diverſified, 
inlomuch that, at firſt view, they ſeem to be involved | 
in inexplicable confufion, The natural cauſes which 
unite in acting upon them, are oft-times extremely 
dificult to be inveſtigated ; and more frequently to 
de ſought for in the turbulent paſſions, than in the 
ſound reaſon of mankind. Ta the enlightened mind;. 


that contemplates God fitting at the helm, managing 


all the public and private affairs in the world, there 
appears a certain arder in all the changes and revolus 


tons that take place among the inhabitants of this 
earth, not unlike the regular ſucceſſion of the waves 


of the ſea, This doQrine, which is often inculcated 
by our prophet, he would have us to obſerve exeme. 


pified in the deſtruction of Tyre; and of that ſur- 


| priſing event, he ſhews that the God of Iſrael was the 
principal cauſe, ——The Lord of hoſts, mentioned in 
the gth verſe, is the Perſon of whom it is here ſaid, ' 


He firetched out his hand over the ſea, he ſhook the king- 


dns, How ſublime, how awful, are theſe words, 
correſponding ta many ſimilar paſſages of ſcripture, 


vhich convey the moſt elevated apprehenſions of the 
divine majeſty and grandeur! The ſea, of which our 
prophet ſpeaks, may denote, not only the city of Tyre, 


but the other neighbouring cities and ſtates, which 
vere ſituated on the ſea-caaſt. Over theſe, Jehovah 
liretched out his hand, to execute upon them righ- _ 
tous vengeance, on account of their many atrocious 


crimes, He ſhook the kingdoms, which lay in that 


part of the world, to their very foundations; and 


orerthrew them, firſt by Nebuchadnezzar, and after- 


vard by Alexander. 1 | 
The Lord hath given co ment againſt the mere 
chan. city, to deftroy the ſtrong holds thereof. Theſe 
words expreſs the purpoſe of almighty God reſpe&- 
ng the deſtruction of Tyre, which is GR 7 
2 called, 
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called, the merchant or trading city, on account of 
its extenſive commerce and great opulence. By di: 
vine appointment, its ſtrong holds and fortifications, | 
with every thing that contributed to its ſtrength and | 
ſafety, were entirely deſtroyed. —-No human de. 
| fence, however powerful, can protect from the judy. 
ments of heaven. Tyre was juſtly celebrated for its 
immenſe riches: it was one of the beſt fortified cities 
in the world, being ſurrounded with the ſea, and 
with very. high walls; and its inhabitants were re- 
nowned for wiſdom and ſtrength. None of theſe ad- 
vantages could prevent the deſolation of its ſtrong 
holds: its. walls and ſhips, its treaſures and ſoldiers, 
could not impede the execution of the divine com- 
mandment. What terrible things in righteouſneſs, 
© Lord, haſt thou done, which 'people looked not 
12 And he ſaid, Thou ſhalt no more rejoice, 
O thou oppreſſed virgin, daughter of Zidon: 
_ ariſe, paſs over to Chittim, there alſo ſhalt thou 


— — — coal r m1 * >» & 
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have no reſt. N 
| The ſubject introduced in the foregoing verſe is 
here explained and illuſtrated. © The judgment of 
God againſt Tyre is ſignificantly exprefled. ——The 
Perſon of whom the prophet ſpeaks, was the Lord 
God of Iſrael, from whom proceeded the deſtruction 
of that famous city. The ſentence he pronounced 
Was this, Thou ſhalt no more rejoice. The words muſt be 
_ underſtood with ſome reſtriction, to render them con- 
ſiſtent with what is ſaid in verſes 15th and 16th; where 
it is foretold, that Tyre, after her reſtoration, ſhall 
ſing as an harlot, make ſweet, melody, and fing many 
ſongs. They import, that the Tyrians ſhould not, 
for a long period of time, rejoice in circumſtances 
ſimilar to their former ſtate of ſplendor and affluence, 
and on the ſame accounts that, in times paſt, they 
had expreſſed much jay and inch az — 0 thou. 
£4 e prilſe 
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preſſed virgin, who haſt been renowned for thy beay 

vi the unſullied excellence gf thy charms; deprived 1 
of thy comelineſs, liberty, and riches, thou ſhalt be 
reduced to a. ſtate. off iſprace and fudſection.— 
Daughter of Zidon. This name might be given to 
Ur, becauſe of the cloſe connection, and perpetual 
intercourſe, that ſubſiſted between theſe two cities; 
the Hebrews uſing the words ſon and daughter, to 
exprels ny ſort of conjunction or dependence what- 
erer. Ariſe, paſs. over to Chittim. | The ſentence 
is conciſe, and rather abrupt, as would be the flight 
to which it dire&s. The people of Tyre, hw 
vith impending danger, are required to flee from 
their native city, and to ſeek for ſafety in foreign 
countries, in Italy, Sardinia, Sicily, and the other 
ſtates with whom they had been accuſtomed to 
trade, —T here alſo batt thou have no reſt. By 
ſcaping the hands of your enemies, you ſhall not 
find a ſecure and comfortable retreat in thoſe places 
whither you may reſort : diſappointment, uneaſineſs, 


and vexation, ſhall attend you wherever you go. 


13 Behold, che land of the Chaldeans; 5 this 
people was not till. the Aſſyrian founded it for 
them that dwell in the wilderneſs : they ſet. up 
the towers thereof, they raiſed up the ee 
thereof, and he brought it to ruin. 


Io this verſe, our prophet calls attention to the in- 
truments which the God of Iſrael was to employ, in 
executing his commands relating to Tyre. It might 
have been expected, that the Aſſyrians, whoſe em- 
pire was at this time in a very flouriſhing condition. 


and to whom the . were then ſubject, ſhould \\ 


have been the people whom God would employ in 
this ſervice. But Dry "by the ſpirit of prophecy, 
foreaw the approaching fall of vie Aſſyrian empire, 
and that out of its ruins was to ariſe the kingdom of 


Chaldea, by whom the Almighty would infli& his 
threatened - 


Pd 
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threatened judgments upon this celebrated city. With 

this object fully in his view, he exelaims, BBI fl 
land of the Chaldeans, &c. who are ſuppoſed, ſaith the 

learned Dr. Lowth, to have had their origin, and t0 
have taken their name, from Cheſed, the ſor of 
Nahor, the brother of Abraham. They were known 
by that name in the time of Moſes, who ſpeaks of 
Ur in Meſopotamia, to diſtinguiſh it from Ur of the 
Chaldeans ; and the Prophet Jeremiah calls them, 
an ancient nation. This character is not incon- 
ſiſlent with what is here ſaid concerning them: Thi; 
people was not till the Aſſyrian founded it for them that 
dwell in the wilderneſs. Until the period here men. 
tioned, the people of Chaldea were not a-people of 
any account: they were not reckoned among the 
great and potent nations of the earth; They were a 
rude and barbarous people, deſtitute of ſettled habi- 
tations, without laws, without government, wander. 
- Ing in a wide deſert country, addicted to rapine, like 
the wild Arabians. Such ſeems to have been theit 


condition in the days of Job; and ſuch probably they H 
continued to be, till ſome. powerful king of Aſſyria WM t+ er 
collected them together, from their diſperſions in the ¶ conc 
wilderneſs, and fixed their reſidence in Babylon, and f. fa 
the neighbouring count x. tradiy 

| They ſet up the towers thereof, they raiſed up the pu vlati 
| laces thereof, and he brought it to ruin. The Aſſyrians, Wi itati 
after having gathered together the Chaldeans, erected WW the 
the towers whereby Babylon was fortified, and the WM repeat 
magnificent palaces with which it was adarned, Some Ihe c 
obſcurity ariſes in this verſe, from the ambiguity of ite m 
the agents, and the change of the number in the bose 
verbs. The people mentioned in the middle clauſe, ¶ being 
beautified RT Re the kingdom of the Chal-Wity 
deans; and almighty God, the ſupreme Author ofs in 
the deſtruction of Tyre, brought it to ruin by mean nt lit 


of the Chaldees, who were the inſtruments employed 
dy him to execute this arduous 1 


* ; 
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God will work, who ſhall let it? The citizens of 
Ty, though deemed an impregnable city, were ſlain; 
her walls and towers were thrown to the ground, her 
ſtones and timber were caſt into the ſea, and her 
iches became a prey to her enemies. After ſuſtain- 

ing a Hege of thirteen years, the city was taken, and 
krelled with che rock; and thus the Lord brought it 

o uin, according to this prediction. Let us con- 
template this inſtance of God's righteous judgment. | 
u giving us an- inſtructive admonition to beware of, _ 
thoſe ſins which brought Tyre to deſolation. Let us 
improve it to ſtrengthen our faith in divine predic- 
tons, however improbable their accompliſhment may 
ſeem; and conſider it as a powerful motive to induce = 
vs to return to God from our evil ways, in the exer» 
ale of true repentan dee. 


14 Howl, ye ſhips of Tarſhiſh ; for your 


Having pointed out the inſtruments which were to 
be employed in the deſtruction of Tyre, our prophet 
concludes this part of his ſubject, by calling upon the 
ka-faring people, who were employed in navigating 
tading-vefſels to and from that city, to bewail its de- 
lation. He began this prophecy with a ſimilar in- 
nation, which, at the fixth verſe, he again addrefſed 
o the merchants and other inhabitants; and now he 
repeats it to the ſeamen, who were employed by them. 
The calamity which he had now foretold, called for 
de moſt intenſe ſorrow, and bitter lamentation, from 2 
ltoſe who were intimately connected with Tyre, who. 
ting unacquainted with communion with God, and 
eltitute of the true richeb, placed their chief happf i- 
els in the poſſeſſion of the good things of this pre- 
kat life. To them, therefore, he faith, Howl; for 
dur ſtrength is laid Waſ te.. 
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15 And it ſhall come to paſs in that day, that 
Tyre ſhall be forgotten ſeventy years, according 
to the days of one king: after the end of ſeventy 


years ſhall Tyre ſing as an harlot, 5 75 


© The other part of this prophecy here commences, 


| which foretels, that the judgments to be inflited upon 


Tyre were to be moderated and limited within a cer- 
tain period of time. Perſons, or objects, are, in 


ſcripture, as in'common language, faid to be forgot- 
ten, when they are neglected, or overlooked, either 
by God or men. God is ſaid to have been mindful, 
or forgetful, of a perſon or people, when he commu. 


nicates to them, or deprives them of the diſtinguiſh- | 


ing benefits of his providence. On this account Zion 
complained, © The Lord hath 'forſaken me, and my 
© Lord hath forgotten me *. In like manner, when 
men neglect to attend to any affair about which they 
were formerly concerned, they are ſaid to forget it. 
In this ſenſe, Judah is charged with having forgotten 


the wickedneſs of their father 4; and ſuch ſeems to 


be the import of the expreſſion here uſed with reſpect 
to Tyre. She was to be totally neglected by com- 
mercial people, who were not, as formerly, to bring 
thither thoſe valuable articles of merchandiſe whereby 
ſhe had been enriched and adorned. Aſtoniſned at 
the deſolation of the mart of nations, they would ſhun 
approaching the place where the city ſtood : they 
would only behold it afar off, and turn to another 
ſhore. In this forgotten condition, Tyre was not to 
be celebrated as before, on account of its riches and 
beauty ; nor were the inhabitants to rejoice in the be- 
nefits of divine - providence they had long enjoyed, 
but to continue in a miſerable condition, from which 

they could not be extricated for the ſpace of 
| Seventy years, according to the days of one king. Our 
prophet not only foretold the overthrow of Tyre, and 
* Ifaiah ziir. 14. f Jer. ali. 9. ker 
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other great cities, but the time in which theſe moſt | 


unlikely events were to happen, and how long Tyre 


' was to remain in a deſolate. condition. The period 


during which the was to be forgotten, is aſcertained 
to be ſeventy years, which was exactly the time that 
the Babyloniſh monarchy exiſted, reckoning from the 


firſt year of Nebuchadnezzar until the commence- - 


ment of the reign of Cyrus. The expreſſion, accord- 
ing to the days of one king, which is ſomewhat obſcure, 


may be underſtood according to the prophetic ſtyle, 


in which kings ſometimes denote the kingdoms over 
which they prefide*. The meaning of the words 
will then be, that the deſolation of Tyre was to con- 
tinue juſt as long as the monarchy of Babylon, to 


which, according to the prediction of Jeremiah, the 


nations were to be in ſubjection ſeventy years . 


At the expiration of this period, Tyre was to emerge 
from obſcurity and contempt; and, being in ſome 


meaſure reſtored to its former commerce and proſpe- 


rity, it was again to flouriſh and rejoice. That city 


is here ſignificantly compared to a harlot, who, hav- 
ing fallen into an afflied decayed condition, hath 
deſiſted from her illicit commerce, and been conſign- 


ed over to perpetual oblivion, is yet unexpectedly re- 


ſtored to her former condition, and again addrefled 


by her old friends, whom the tries to pleaſe by ſarigs, 


and other allurements. . In like manner, at the end 


of the limited time, Tyre was to. regain the trade, 
ſplendor, and feſtivity, which it once poſſeſſed; in 


conſequence whereof, its inhabitants were to ſing and 


make merry, as in ancient times. It is true, that the 
prophet Ezekiel, having foretold the deſtruQtion of 


this city, declared, that it ſhould be built no more. 


| This prediction ſeems to aſſert what is inconſiſtent | 
with lfaiah's prophecy, now before us. The belt way 

that I know to reconcile and render them compatible 
with each other, is to ſuppoſe, that Ezekiel meant no 


* See Daniel vii. 17. 7 Jer. _ it 4 Ezek. xxvi. 14. 
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more than that the city ſhould;not. be built for a very 
1 ties after its deſolation, that it was no more to 
be the metropolis of a powerful kingdom, and that it 
ſhould not again recover its ancient ſtrength and 
glory. After kingdoms. and cities have been laid 
waſte, and remained long in that condition, God is 


. ſometimes pleaſed to reſtore them to their former 


proſperity. Egypt was deſolated, and the 
thereof diſperſed into remote countries, yet, after 
forty years, the Lord promiſed, that the kingdom 
ſhould be reſtored. Judea and Jeruſalem lay waſle 
for ſeventy years, after which God was pleaſed to or- 
der the city to be again rebuilt, and the land to be in. 
habited. Thus alſo, according to this prophecy, it 
happened to Tyre, when the Almighty followed his | 
righteous judgments with great mercies, that he might 
teach men to hope in his power and goodneſs. * 


16 Take an harp, go about the city, thou 
| harlot that haſt been forgotten, make ſweet me- 
lody, ſing many ſongs; that thou mayſt be te- 
membered. | Ph EN Og 
In allufion to the fimilitude uſed in the preceding 
verſe, our prophet foretels, that the Tyrians, after the 
reſtoration of their city, were to indulge in muſic, 
feſtivity, and joy. Lewd women, when they found 
, themſelves negleQed or forgotten, were ancienthj ac 


cuſtomed to go about the city, in which lived ther 


aſſociates in vice, playing upon mufical inftruments, 
and ſinging ſongs. By this expedient, they intended 
to remind their acquaintances, that they withed them 
to renew the intimate correſpondence they bad main- 
_ tained with them in times paſt. By this artful con- 
trivance, they hoped chat at leaſt ſome of thoſe with 
whom they had been familiar, would return to that 
connection with them which had been interrupted. 
In reference to this practice, Tyre is here called upon, 
after the manner of theſe harlots, to renew her Jolick 


ations to her old friends in commerce, and to requeſt, 


y the moſt winning methods that could be deviſed, .\| 
the recommencement of ancient intercourſe, that ſhe. 
night be remembered, and frequented, as in times of | 


old, Every allurement was to be held out by be 
Tians, to induce" neighbouring nations do trade = 


mth them, 


eee 7 $2 i SHINE 0+: 4s Þ 4 
; 17 J And it ſhall come to paſs after the end _ 
cel ſeventy years, that the Loxp will viſit Tyre, A 
; and ſhe ſhall turn to her hire, and ſhall commit 5 
. fornication with all the kingdoms of the world { 
un the face of the n. 
* WW Tyre, which was compared to a harlot in the fore- f 
* going verſes, having been long neglected by her com- 5 
nercial connections, at the time now mentioned, 5 
| | vas to cultivate an intimate intercourſe with all na- ? 
U tions, and in ſome meaſure recover her ancient cha- f 
nder. The Lord will viſit Tyre. Having puniſhed BY 
„hat city for her wickedneſs, and executed upon it his 9 
8 nghteous vengeance, he would viſit it in mercy, and 9 
{nd deliverance from that deſolate neglected ſtate in 1 
wich it had lain for ſeventy years. And ſbe ſball \ 
ne WH turn to her hire, and ſhall commit fornication, &c. This 


of 
„ 


„ fgurative language muſt not be ſtretched too far; 
od or, from what follows in the next verſe, ir appears, 
t this expreſſion does not reſpect an illicit prohi- 
ur g bed commerce, to which the people of Tyre would 
e mite the nations. The hire, or profit, acquired by | 
ed de trade they regained, was to be conſecrated to the oP 
00 8 tonour of God, and the benefit of his ſervants. No | 


10- ¶rore ſeems to be intended by this prediction, than | 
4 lit their commerce with many nations was to be ſo N 


freatly extended, that the treaſures of other countries 

dere to be . conveyed into Tyre. The arts 
wich were to be emplbyed for this purpoſe, in ſome 
kþefts, reſembling thoſe which are uſed by perſons? 
aged in procuring an unlawful intercourſe _— | 


es, 
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the ſexes, their trade is ſpoken of under that idea. 
The words then may import, that the Tyrian mer. 
chants having regained a conſiderable portion of their 
ancient ſplendor and opulence, the nations of the 
earth would be allured to participate in her trade, to 
renew their former treaties, to recover the confidence 
of thoſe who were once their correſpondents, and 
thus to compenſate for the obſcurity, the humilia- 
tion, and oblivion, of threeſcore and ten years. 


18 And her merchandiſe, and her hire ſhall 
be holineſs to the Lord : it ſhall not be trea- 
| ſured nor laid up: for her merchandiſe ſhall be 
for them that dwell before the Lord, to eat 
ſufficiently, and for durable clothing. 


In this verſe, is revealed God's gracious deſign, at 
ſome future period, of viſiting the people of Tyre 
with the light of his glorious goſpel, and of admit- 
ting them to the communion of his church, in con- 
| ſequence of which, they were to conſecrate their gain 
to his honour and ſervice. The merchandiſe and 
hire intended in this prediction, were the profits 
reſulting from enlarged commerce, the opulence 
procured from a lucrative trade, concerning which 
the prophet foretels, I ſhall be halineſs to the Lord. 
This was the inſcription engraven of old upon the 
mitre worn by the high prieſt of Jeruſalem, which in- 
timated, that he was a ſacred perſon, conſecrated to 
the ſolemn ſervice of God. The expreſſion, as applied 
to the riches of the Tyrians, imports, that theix trea- 
ſures were to be converted to the ſervice of God, and 
his devout worſhippers. that their property and poſ- 
ſeſſions were to be employed to the honour of Jeho- 
vah; and that even their civil and common actions 
ſhould be performed with a view to advance his 
glory. ſhall not be treaſured nor laid up. At the 
time when this prophecy was to be accom ſhed, the 
Tyrians, who aſſumed the profeſſion of true l 
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r of godlineſe, were to bo- 
come generous and liberal: much leſs intent Z 


and experienced the powe 
amaſſing wealth than on _ acts of beneficence, 
they would not avariciouſly hoard up the riches 


which they acquired, but dedicate a conſiderable por. 


5 of them to facred purpoſes, and with alacriry 
and cheerfulneſs expend them in ſupporting- thoſe 
who miniſtered in holy things - © + 


For her merchandiſe ſhall be for them 3 4 


fore the Lord, to eat ſufficiently, and for durable clothing. 


The character of them that dwell before the Lord,” 


may be derived from the ancient practice of conven- 
ing on the Sabbaths, the feaſt-days, and other ap- 


pointed times, to be inſtructed by the prophets and 


ſervants of God. Several inſtances of this ſort are 
mentioned in ſcripture. The prophet Eliſha fat in his 
houſe, and the elders ſat wich him, to hearken to his 


inſtructions, and to propoſe to him their difficulties for 
- reſolution . The people of Iſrael came and fat be- 


fore the prophet Ezekiel, and heard his words; and 
unto them he was as a very lovely ſong of one that 


hath a pleaſant voice, and can play well on an inſtru- 
ment +. In alluſion to this cuſtom, the perſons * 
Lord; 


of, are here deſeribed as dwelling before the Lor 
waiting with reverence upon the inſtitutions of his 
worſhip, profeſſing to learn of him the inſtructions of 


wiſdom, and diligently attending to the words of his 


mouth, that they may attain the knowledge of ſalva- 


tion by the remiſſion of fins. They dwell in the houſe / 
of the Lord, and are ſtill praiſing him; they behold 
his beauty, they inquire in his temple, and ſpeak of 


his glory. A large portion of the gain ariſing from 
the merchandiſe of T | 
ward making laſting proviſion for the maintenance of 


perſons of the above deſcription. Whether the Tyrians | 5 
were to be obliged to the exerciſe of this beneficenee, 
in conſequence of their ſubjection to thoſe in autho- 


* 2 Kings vi. 32 + Exck. xxxili. 31, 32- 
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rity who were firmly attached to the ſervice of God. 


or from real love to God and his people, I ſhalt not 
| May to inquire. Charity inclineth 10 . that 
the motive laſt mentioned, as it is the beſt, ſo it had 


the moſt powerful influence upon their conduct. 


This prophecy, with the other predictions deliver. 
6 ed by Ifaiah, hath been remarkably verified, as hiſtor 
teſtifies, in ſeveral inſtances. At the time in which 


Tyre was threatened to be deſtroyed-by. Nebuchad- 


nezzar, 'great numbers of women and children were 


tranſported to Carthage, that the remaining inha- | 
| bitants might the more ſucceſsfully! defend the city. 
from the attacks of their enemies. Theſe ſtrangers, 


| however, did not long enjoy tranquillity in that city, 


which they had choſen for an aſylum, but were dif. 


turbed by ſome naval expeditions, which were directed 


againſt that place. Nebuchadnezzar's conqueſts com- 
menced with his reign : and, from the time that Tyre 


was taken by him, the city was forgotten during the 


continuance of the Babylonian empire; at the expira- 


tion of which, the nations, conquered- by that mo- 
narch, were reſtored to liberty, and Tyre was deli- 


vered from the oppreſſive power of thoſe who ſuc- 


ceeded that tyrannical prince. After her deſtruction, 
flirſt by Nebuchadnezzar, and then by Alexander, 
having continued for a long time in a deſolate condi- 
tion, the recovered in ſome meaſure her ancient trade, 
wealth, and grandeur. The inhabitants, with the 


other- un countries, early embraced Chriſ. 


tianity. The apoſtle Paul, in his travels, found there 


a number of diſciples, fitting, before the Lord, who 


endeavoured to diſſuade him from executing his pur- 
poſe of going up to Jeruſalem *. The citizens early 

m to conſecrate their riches to the . honour of 
God, and to employ them in buiſding a very ſplendid 


and magnificent church for the worſhip of Jehovah; 
to which many others, in proceſs of time, were added. 
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wiarchate of Jeruſalem, with fourteen biſhopricks un- 


It was recovered by the Chriſtians in 1124. In 1280 


taken from them by the Turks in et rus Since that 
; time, it hath fallen into decay; and is now a mere 


prophet Ezekiel anciently foretold . 


revealed to Ifaiah concerning the nations that la 


mies of his people. We have ſeen, that one great de- 
gn of his raiſing them to power and .opulence, to 
glory and renown, was the trial, or deliverance of his 


ſerved to diſplay his righteous vengeance, and tender 


the glorious conqueſts that he hath obtained over the 
moſt powerful empires, ſtates, and kingdoms, by 


Vox. II. nF; oa, 


Chriſtianity till it was taken by the Saracens in 639. 


it was conquered by the Mamulucs, and afterwards 


nin, a bare rock, a place to ſpread nets upon, as the 
Thus have we conſidered the oracles which were 


around Jeruſalem, and the righteous judgments which | 
he denounced, in the name of God, againſt the ene- 


people; and that their puniſhment and deſtruction 


care of his ſervants, e have heard of God's wons - 
derful doings among the kingdoms of the earth, and 


means of which he hath preſerved and eſtabliſhed his 

church. We have contemplated the fall of Babylon, 
the overthrow of the Philiſtines, the deſolation f 
Moab, the calamitous ſtate of the Syrians, the deva- | 

lation of Egypt, the defeat of the Ethiopians and. 5 
Arabians, and the deſtruction of Tyre. Whilſt ve 
behold all theſe mighty inveterate enemjes of ibhbe 
church of God buried in ruins, we ſee her wonder“ 
fully delivered, and immoveably eſtabliſhed on a ſure 

foundation, which cannot be deſtroyed. Let the 
children of Zion then be joyful in their King, and 
continue undaunted amidit all the difficulties which 
ey may have to ſurmount in the ſervice of God. If 
ou are ready to be diſcouraged by the ſtrong oppo—- 
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ſition which you ſee formed againſt the Lord and 
his Anointed, be aſſured, that he, who fitteth in the 

Heavens, ſhall have them in deriſion, and fpeak to. 
them in wrath, who would break his bands, and caſt 
away his cords. He will not only fruſtrate the fooliſh 


deſigns of deluded people formed againſt his church, 
but he will alſo diſappoint the crafty attempts made n 
buy the wiſeſt and ſtrongeſt enemies, whom, in due 0 
| ſeaſon, he will puniſh for their iniquity and preſump. Wl 5! 
tion. By defeating the counſels of the wiſe, and bu 
counteracting the power of the mighty, the Lord our 2! 
God preſerveth his people in ſafety, and obtaineth ja. 
from them praiſe, and honour, and glory. I conclude, in 
in the conciſe and energetic words of the church, de. be 
claring her truſt and confidence in God: The Hea de 
then raged, the kingdoms were moved: he uttered t 
© his voice, the earth melted. The Lord of hoſts ih ben 
* with us, the God of Jacob is our refugee ginr 


* Pal. xlvi. 6, 7. 
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. 
E now enter on the conſideration of the con- 

YY .cluding diſcourſe, contained in the ſecond part 

of theſe prophecies, which treats of the divine judg- 

ments to be inflited on the corrupt diſobedient Jews, 
on the enemies of the church of God, and the diſtin- 
guilhing benefits to be enjoyed by his people, after the | | 
puniſhment of their adverſaries. The prophet is em- : 
ployed in convincing,- and reproving the people off | 
Judah for their many grievous defections from Gd. | 
in repreſenting the terrible calamities to which, on 
theſe accounts, they ſtood expoſed, and in comforting 

te diſtreſſed and diſconſolate with precious promiſes 

af the moſt excellent bleſſings. Though this diſcourſe 

kems to have been primarily addreſſed, about the be- 
zinning of Hezekiah's reign, to the poſterity of Iſrael, 

and had a direct reference to them, yet ſimilar judg- 

ments are denqunced, and fimilar benefits promiſed, 
to people of all nations, of the ſame character, and in 
the ſame circumſtances with them. The chapter 
begins with an affecting deſcription of the defolation 
af Judea, and the dreadful confuſion that prevailed 
among all ranks. of people, a moving picture of ex- 
reme diſtreſs is delineated in ſtrong colours, height- 
med by many ſtriking circumſtances, ver. 1,—12,— 
Then follows the aſſurance, that predicted judgments 
rere to be moderated, that the godly were to be ex- 
empted from them, and that the divine righteouſ- _ 
tels and mercy, diſplayed in this diſpenſation, was to 
de publicly celebrated, ver. 13.—16. After which, 
be fatal effects ariſing from the execution of threat: 
med judgments are exhibited in ſtrong metaphorical . 
language, ver. 17.—20.— The prophecy concludes, 
by foretelling the puniſhments to be inflited on the 
aemies of the church, the happy condition of God's 
Xople after their deliverance, and the eſtabliſhment 
« the kingdom of God in ſuch glory as it had not 

RE | hitherto 


hitherto attained, ver. 21. to the end.— | 
are not agreed as to the particular ſubje& which is 
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eſpecially intended in this chapter. Some refer it to 
2 deſolation of the land of Judah, cauſed by the in- 


vaſion of Shialmaneſer ; ſome, to the invaſion of Ne. 
buchadnezzar; and athers, to the deſtruction of the | 


city and nation of the Jews by the Romans. A cele. 
brated commentator * applies 1 it to the perſecution of 
Antiochus Epiphanes. Perhaps it may have a view 


to all theſe great devaſtations of Judea. The prophet, 


without reſtraining it by particular marks to one event, 


chiefly employs general images, ſuch. as ſet forth the 
common ruin that was to be brought on the country 
1 by theſe great revolutions, . involving in it all orders 


men, 1 8 kr wg face of ou e their 
Pontye...: fc 


\ 
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HAP. XXIV. 


EHOLD, the Loxb maketh the earth 
empty, and maketh it waſte, and turneth 
it upſide down, and ſcattereth d en the 23 


bitants thereof. 


After having foretold the Jeftrudtion of ſeveral 5 
reign nations, which were the enemies of Judah, the 


prophet declares the judgments impending over the 
people of God themſelves, for their apoſtaly and wic- 
kedneſs. The earth ſpoken of, in this prone), 
does not ſeem to denote the whole. earth, which God 
hath given to the children of men for a habitation, 

he land of Canaan, poſleſſed by the poſterity of 
Iſrael. In this limited ſenſe the word is ſometimes 
uſed i in ſcripture, as in Plal. xlviii. 2. where it is ſaid, 


. Vitringa. | 
The 
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« The joy of the whole earth is mount Zion.“ This is 
; the earth of which our prophet ſpeaks in this verſe, that 
© was inhabited, at the time referred to, by a perfidious 
: and hypocritical people, whom God determined ſe- 
. verely to pry for their multiplied tranſgreſſions.— 
e The devaſtation, here deſcribed in ſtrong terms, is at- 
2 tributed to Jehovah, who, as ſeemeth good in his ſight, 
f repleniſheth the earth with his goodneſs, and deſolates 


W it by his righteous judgments. In the emphatical lan- 
t, guage of the royal prophet, © He turneth a fruitful land 
t, © into barrenneſs, for the wickedneſs of them that dwell 


ie © therein. They are diminiſhed, 'and brought low, 
ry through oppreſſion, affliction, and ſorrow“. In every 
16 calamity, the ſupreme hand of God, who worketh all 
ir in all, ought to be obſerved; and, therefore, men are 
called to—Behold, the Lord maketh the earth empty, 
and maketh it waſte. The former of theſe expreſ- 
ſons may relate to the inhabitants, and the latter to 
| the land itſelf; or the ſentiment may be repeated, 
with ſome variation, to ſignify the certainty and im- 
portance of what men are here called to contemplate. 
The Lord hath various ways whereby he diveſts a 
th land of its inhabitants, and renders it waſte. The 
eth BW fre and ſword, famine and peſtilence, are the fa- 
tal inſtruments he employs to accompliſh this direful 
event. By one or other, or by all theſe means, the 
land of Judea was to be deprived of all that was truly 
valuable. The riches which it contained were to 
be exhauſted ; the houſes were to be demoliſhed ; the 
cities were to be deſtroyed; the corns and cattle were 
o be conſumed, or carried away by the enemy; and 
ne temple, wherein were viſible the ſymbols of the 
divine preſence, was to be overthrown. „ 
And turneth it upfide down, &c. The condition of 
the land of Judea was to be totally reverſed. Accord- 
ing to the tranſlation of the Hebrew words, in the 
margin of ſome Bibles, He perverteth the face of it, 


N Pfal. cvii, 34. 39. 0 | 
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giving it a very different appearance from what it 
ney wore. The ſtate of the country was to be 
entirely changed in civil reſpects: it ſhould be wholly 
altered; and the inhabitants, in their religious 
city, were to ſuffer a total revolution. Abundance 
was to be exchanged for ſcarcity, ſafety and comfort 
for danger and diſmay, joy was to'be converted. into 
mourning, thoſe who were in power were to be abaſed, 
and thoſe who had been moſt reſpe&ed ſhould fall 


into contempt.— And ſcattereth abroad 'the 'inha- 
bitants thereof. The people of the land, either through 
choice or neceſſity, were to be diſperſed, not only 


through their own cities and country, but many of 


them were to go into diſtant nations, where they 
ſhould not find any fixed refidence; whilſt others 
were to be carried captive into foreign kingdoms, 
Where they would be treated with -much rigour and 
ſeverity. Es | PO R094 591 tot e 


2 And it ſhall be, as with the people, ſo with 
the prieſt ; as with the ſervant, ſo with his 
maſter ; as with the maid, ſo with her miſtreſs; 
as with the buyer, ſo with the ſeller; as with 


the lender, ſo with the borrower ; as with the 
taker of uſury, ſo with the giver of uſury to 


him. 


In this verſe, the univerſal extent of the threaten- 


ed deſolation is foretold: neither high nor low, rich 


nor poor, ſhould eſcape the common calamity. The 
honour and reſpect due to the prieſt, was not to pre- 

vent him from ſharing in the ſame diſtreſſes with the 
people: notwithſtanding their ſuperior advantages 
and obligations, they had been as corrupt as thoſe 
among whom they miniſtered; and, therefore, they 
were to ſhare with them in the approaching judg- 
ments. Maſters and ſervants, miſtreſſes and maids, 


buyers and ſellers, lenders and borrowers, takers and 
| 9 OO PRs givers 
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givers of uſury, had all corrupted their ways; od: 


on that account, they were all to be involved in the 
ame miſeries. All men are ſubje& to the common 


ills that diſtreſs human nature: all are liable to the 


fame diſeaſes of body, to the ſame ſorrows of mind, 


to the ſame afflitions and loſſes almoſt of every fort. 
All men, whatever be their condition, are expoſed to 


the irreſiſtible - judgments of God, with which he 


ſometimes viſits ſinful nations. Thoſe who fill the 
higher ſtations in ſociety, may go firſt into captivity ; 
whilſt thoſe who are in the lower ranks, may be the 
firſt who feel the ſmart of famine and want. Let not 


' ſinners then, of any deſcription,. promiſe themſelves 
exemption from God's righteous judgments. He will 


aſſuredly meet them in one way or other: if they ne- 
gle& to ſeek him, he will find them out. The 


flight ſhall periſh from the ſwift, and the ſtrong 


* ſhall not ſtrengthen his force, neither ſhall the 


mighty deliver himſelf “.“ Neither ſwiftneſs nor 
ſtrength, courage nor riches, can ſcreen their poſ- 


ſeſſors from the omnipotent arm of Jehovah. This 
conſideration. ought to make us ſolicitous carefully 
to avoid thoſe tranſgreſſions which bring on nations 
and individuals his awful diſpleaſure. Fay 


3 The land ſhall be utterly emptied, and ut- 
terly ſpoiled: for the LorD hath ſpoken this 


word. 


Having foretold the extenſive calamities to be in- 


flicted on the land of Canaan, our prophet next men- 


tions the complete deſolation with which they were to 
be attended. 
diſpenſed in various degrees, proportioned to the 


number and atrocity of the crimes committed by thoſe 
who have provoked him to anger. Sometimes he af- 
flidts a land more lightly, and then it is only in part 


Amos ii, 14. 


The judgments of the Almighty are 


emptied 
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emptied and ſpoiled : ſometimes. the wickedneſi, on 
account of which he executeth vengeance, hath deen 
ſo exceedingly aggravated and multiplied, that the 
deſolation is complete and univerſal. By the ſword, 
the famine, and the peſtilence, to which, in ſome in. 
ſtances, have been joined the ravages of wild beaſts, 
inundations, earthquakes, tempeſts, a land hath been 
utterly ſpoiled of its cities, towns, and villages, of its 
inhabitants, cattle, and corns. Such were to be the 
_ dreadful effects of the calamities predicted in the pre- 
ceding verſes. To give the fulleſt aſſurance of the 
truth of what is foretold, theſe remarkable words 
are ſubjoined, For, the Lord hath ſpaken this word; 
and what he hath ſpoken by his ſervants ſhall - cer. 
tainly come to paſs. Poſſeſſed of infinite power and 
unchangeable veracity, he will unqueſtionably fulfil 
his promiſes, and perform his threatenings. The 
* word that goeth out of his mouth, ſhall not return 
© to him void, but it ſhall accompliſh that which he 
© pleaſes, and it ſhall proſper in the-thing whereto 
© he ſent it“. Delude not yourſelves then, as did the 
houſe of Judah, who belied the Lord, by. fooliſhly 
imagining, that the judgments God hath denounced 
ſhall not be executed ; for, as the prophet Hoſea hath 
declared, they are as the light that goeth forth f. 


4 The earth mourneth and fadeth away, "the 
world languiſheth and fadeth away, the haughty 
people of the earth do languiſh. © 


The mournful conſequences of the predicted delo- 
lation are, in this verſe, delineated in ſtrong and 
glowing colours. The earth, and the world, as! 

ſuppoſe, muſt be underſtood in the ſame limited ſenſe 

as the earth mentioned in the beginning of this chap- 
ter, fignifyin „the land of Judea, which the prophet 
ould be laid waſte. The people in that 


* Iſaiah le. 11. b + Hoſea vi. 5. | 
ES con, 


pin. 5 PROPHECIES or ISAIAH. 32 
wuntry, according to this prophe , were to be 
palh diſtreſſed, and very HreSwful. and to pine 
ny with grief, on account of the complicated miſe. 
nes which they ſuſtained. The cattle allo, and th 


2 


rough want of proper care and cultivation. The 
haghty inhabitants, who occupied the higheſt and 
mo 


niſhed themſelves by pride and vanity, were to droop 
ad languiſh, through anxiety, affliction, and for, 


ad or nation, that hath greatly provoked God by 
their iniquities, brings about remarkable changes, 

vhich afford juſt ground for mourning and lamenta- 
ton, When Tyre was beſieged, and conquered by 
her enemies, the merchants and mariners wept and 
howled : when Judea was defolated, and Jeruſalem 
taken, Jeremiah, and his companions, bewailed the 
telolation in mournful plaintive ſtrains. The prace 
ice is natural and proper. Fg 


5 The earth alſo. 18 defiled under the inhabi- | 
ants thereof: becauſe they have tranſgreſſed the 
laws, changed the ordinance, broken the ever- 


ating covenant, 


FARES RAY GERATHESS PP ESoSS 


Theſe words point out the procuring caufe of the 

predicted deſolation.——The inhabitants of the earth 
pollute it by their ſins: the children of Iſrael defiled 
God's land, by filling his inheritance with the car» 
ales of their abominable things, with their idolatries, _ 
"th their wicked inventions and corrupt ways *. Sin 
®lcures the glory of God, and ſullies the beauty of 
tte creation : it defiles not only thoſe who commit it, 
{ut even the earth itſelf; where it is done, as plainly 


auſe why God ſendeth his judgments on the earth, 


Ebb * ger Jer. xv), 18. | | 
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fuits of the field, were to decay, and wither away, - - 
eminent ſtations in the kingdom, and diſtin. - 


oy, —— The execution of divine judgments upon a 


ntimated in the words before us. This, then, is one 0 
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the pollution that it bath contracted by the iniquities 
of its inhabitants. Another reaſon is ſuggeſted in | 
theſe words: Becauſe they have tranſgreſſed the laws, of 
nature, of conſcience, and of nations, the ceremonial, 
judicial, and moral laws, delivered to them by 
vah himſelf. Theſe laws, ſtamped by the ſacred autho. 
rity of the one great Lawgiver, which they ought to 
have religiouſly obſerved, they preſumptuouſly tranſ. 
greſſed, omitting to do what he had required, and 
- committing what he had forbidden. By atting in 
this manner, they became guilty before God of con. 
temning his holy commandments, and incurred his 
juſt diſpleaſure. ee e 
They changed the ordinance. + The word tranflated 
ordinance, - denotes the inſtitutions, the rites, or ſta. 
tutes, which God had appointed. Theſe ordinances, 
preſcribed by Jehovah, conſtituted a conſiderable part - 
of that divine 'worſhip which he required-under the 
former diſpenſation: they formed the partition wall that 
| ſeparated the Iſraelites from the furrounding. nations, 
and ſerved to preſerve them from idolatry and ſuper- 
ſtition: they typified the ſufferings and death of the 
Meſſiah, with the good things which were then fu. 
ture. Theſe ordinances the poſterity of Iſrael . 
they ran into one or other extreme: by negleCt- 
ing them, they fell into the moſt abominable prac- | 
_ tices; and, by obſerving them, they een their 
confidence upon them for acceptance with God, and 
indulged in the omiſſion of ſpiritual obedience and 
moral duties. Broten the everlaſting covenant. The 
people of Judah had not only abuſed the rites and ce. 
remonies of divine appointment, but they had burſt 
aſunder the ſolemn obligations into which they en- 
tered, when God avouched them to be his people, 
and they avouched the Lord to be their God. In this 


Covenant, God promiſed to confer upon them the 


moſt important benefits; and they, on their part, en. 
N Hd to perform, through the grace of the Mot 
High, the various duties that God required. Thi 
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was an everlaſting covenant, that ought never to have 


deen diſannulled throughout all generations. Not- 


vithſtanding,, God was pleaſed to fulfil the gracious 
aſſurances that he had given them of his favour and 
bleſſing: they hearkened not to his voice; they de- 


ſpiſed his ſtatutes, and diſobeyed his commandments ; . 


they were unfaithful, unſteadfaſt, and perfidious, in 
this covenant, ——Such were the cauſes of the miſe. ' 


ies that befel the inhabitants of judea; and which 


never fail to bring down divine judgments upon thoſe 
who, like them, tranſgreſs againſt the Lord. 2 

| 6 Therefore hath the curſe devoured the 
earth, and they that dwell therein are deſolate : 


| therefore the inhabitants of the earth are burned, 


and few men left. 


vn „ r 5 ep 1 * ? FOR" ag — . 
he wickedneſs deſcribed in the preceding verſe, is 


affirmed to have been the cauſe of the deſolation and 


conſumption foretold in theſe words. The curſe 


here intended, comprehends the awful judgments of 
God, with their terrible effects, to which ſin expoſes 
tranſgreſſors of his laws and covenant. The maledic- 
tions of God are not feeble and impotent declarations, 


dut ſolemn denunciations of the awful calamities 


which are therein contained. The fins of Judah 


brought along with them that curſe, which devoured 


the earth, conſumed the people, deſtroyed their cities 
and towns, and burnt up the fruits of the field, If 


you wiſh to know what is comprehended in this curſe, 


you may read the twenty-eighth chapter of Deutero- 


nomy, from the fifteenth verſe ; and you will ſee how 
it devours the earth, and. layeth deſolate them that 


dwell therein. This is the curſe (ſaid the angel = 
the prophet Zechariah) that goeth over the face of 


© the whole earth: for every one that ſtealeth, ſhall. _ 


* be cut off as on this ſide, according to it; and 


© every one that ſweareth, ſhall be cut off as on that 
ide, according to it. I vill bring it forth, faith the 
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Lord of hoſts, and it ſhall enter into the houſe of 
6 the thief, and into the houſe of him that ſweareth | 
©« falſely by my name: and it. ſhall remain in the 
© midſt of his houſe, and ſhall eonſume it, with the 
© timber thereof, and the ſtones thereof. It is 
added, in the latter part of the verſes, - _. 
Therefore the inhabitants of the earth ate burned, and 
few mon len. Great troubles, and painful calami- 
ties, are repreſented, in ſeripture · language, as woke 
men, becault they excite aſtoniſhment and terror, 
ſuddenly conſume them, as fire does the combultible 
materials of which it takes hold. And few men 
left. Though the deſolation was to be very extenſive, 

et ſome were happily to eſcape. In the midſt of de- 
Ned wrath, God remembereth mercy : a few are 
always left, and a remnant is ſaved: When God de- 
ſtroyed the old world by the deluge, Noah, and his 
family, wefe preſerved by means of the atk. When 
God rained fire and brimſtone from heaven on Sodom 
and Gomorrah, righteous Lot, and his daughters, 
were delivered. When the curſe devoured the land 
of Canaan, a few of the inhabitants were left, as here 
foretold. TY VVV 


7 The new wine mourneth, the vine lan- 
guiſheth, all the merry-hearted do ſigh. 

8 The mirth of tabrets ceaſeth, the noiſe of 
them that rejoice endeth, the joy of the harp 
ceaſeth. + et En ove OY 6 Fg 
9 They ſhall not drink wine with a ſong, 
ſtrong drink ſhall be bitter to them that drink it. 
Some of the mournful conſequences that were to 
follow the predicted judgments on Judea are de- 
fcribed in theſe verſes, which are ſo plain as to re- 
quire little illuſtration To expreſs the diſtreſſed 

and miſerable ſtate of the country, our prophet uſes 
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images taken from the moſt ſttiking parts of nature, 
and contraſts the then forlorn ſtate of the inhabi- 
tants with their former proſperous condition. He re- 
preſents every thing lamenting over the calamities 
that afflicted the land. The new wine mourneth. 
Had this valuable liquor, which, in better times, 
cheered the hearts of the people, been capable of ſen- 
ation and ſympathy, it muſt now have beet ſorrow- 
ful, to obſerve how much it was neglected, during 


this period of grief and vexatlon, in the land of u- 


dab. The vine languiſneth. The excellent vines, 
which produced the fineſt grapes, when properly cul- 
tivated and ſupported, were fallen into decay, had loſt 
their ſtrength and fruitfulneſs, and, in this a 
ſtate, were ready to die. / the merry-hearted do 
4. The condition of the country being reverſed, 
the diſpoſition of the inhabitants was to be entirely 
changed: thofe who were of the moſt cheerful teni- 
| per, and moſt agreeable companions, were to exchange 
theit mirth and vivacity for ſorrow and ſighing.—— 
The mirth of tabrets ceaſeth. So great and extenſive 
ſhould be the deſolation and ruin of this once glorious 
land, that there was to be no more muſical entertain- 
ments, for the amuſement of the rich, or for inſpiring 
jy and gladnels into the people. The noiſe of them 
that rejoice endeth. The cheerfulneſs and feſtrvity 
which attends abundance of corn, wine, and oil, is 
commonly accompanied with nuiſic, ſhouting, or ſome 
other expreſſions of gaiety : to all noiſe of this ſort,” 
at end was to be put in Judea, by the diſtreſſes that 
vere coming upon that country. The joy of the 
harp ceaſeth. Though the ſound of this ſweet muſi- 
al inſtrument was grave and melodious, it was like- 
vile to be laid aſide, and no longer uſed as in former 
times. hey ſhall not drink wine with a ſong. The 
liberal uſe of generous wine is often attended with a 
bong, that promotes cheerfulneſs and humour 
among the company : this practice was likewiſe to be 
aid aſide, as unſuitable to the mournful ſtate of the 
RT Ne people. 
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people.——Strong drink ſball_be bitter to them that 
drink it. It ſhould loſe the reliſh that it formerly had 
. itt proſperous days, and become W ends © 


diſtreſs of body, anxiety of mind, or the heavy 


| | ſuſtained by the inhabitants. Similar predictions 


were delivered by the prophet Jeremiah, of which 


the following is a ſpecimen; Moreover, I will take 


from them the voice of mirth, and the voice of 
gladneſs, the voice of the bridegroom, and the 
voice of the bride, the ſound of the mill-ſtones, and 
the light of the candle: and this whole land ſhall be 
a deſolation, and an aſtoniſhment *,” We, 


þ 


„ 


10 The city of confuſion is broken down: every 
houſe is ſhut up, that no man may come in. 
11 There it a crying for wine in the ſtreets, 
all joy is darkened, the mirth of the land is 
ene. nic gre BoOgt oy 
12 In the city is left deſolation, and the gate 
is ſmitten with deſtruction. n. 


The miſerable ſtate to which Jeruſalem was to be 
reduced, is, in theſe verſes, emphatically deſeribed.— 
The metropolis of Judea is doubtleſs intended by the - 
city of confuſion. Though once a beautiful city, re- 
markable for its fine ſituation, the regularity of the 
buildings, and the good order obſerved by the citi- 
Zens, yet now the houſes were demoliſhed, the ſtreets 
were confuſed with rubbiſh, the inhabitants were 
_ perplexed and diſturbed, and all manner of diſorder 
every where prevailed. The city was broken down; 
the walls, the public buildings, the private houſes, 
| were in great meaſure deſtroyed. Many of the inha. 
ditants being ſlain, many of them led captive, and 
others trying to eſcape by flight, the houſes were {hut 
up, all intercourſe with the city was ſuſpended, and 


F 
> ot] » Jer. XXV. IO, II. , ; 


and melancholy: the mirt 


2 


aſſaulted the city, or the few remaining people who 


were left in it, it intimates, that the vintage was 
ſpoiled ; that wine was very ſcarce, and could not 
be procured but with much difficulty, and at a 

high price. ——Al joy is darkened, the mirth of the 


land is gone. The joy and gladneſs which formerly 


enlightened the city, and rendered it gay and cheer. 


ful, was now 0 e the thick gloom of diſtreſs 


— 


and lamentation. 


In the city is left deſolation, and the gate is ſmitten | 


with deſtruction. The inhabitants of Jeruſalem, by 
their profanity and wickedneſs, having provoked God 


to ſend very awful judgments upon them, nothing re- 
mained of that compact and beautiful city, but an im- 


menſe confuſed - heap of ruins. Nothing was to be 


ſeen of the ſplendid gates that once adorned the city, 
which were ſmitten to the ground, and buried in de- 


ſtruction, by the fury of the enemy,—— God, mx 
brethren, hath often foretold the righteous judgments 


which he was about to execute upon men for their 
fins, and given them timeous warning of their ap- 
proaching miſerable condition, if they perſiſted in 
their tranſgreſſions. He gives previous information - 
of the changes that happen even in the natural world. 
Preſages are diſcernible of a tempeſt of wind, a deluge 
of rain, a heavy thunder-ſtorm, and of other conſider- 
able alterations in the weather. Symptoms are be” [2 
quently obſervable, in the human conſtitution, of ap- 
proaching diſtreſs} and diſſolution. To the Jews were 
given ſigns of the times, by attending to which the 
might have known, that the overthrow of their nay - 
tion, city, and temple, was drawing near. The dark 
cloud which for ſome time hung over their heads, 
1 „„ >». prognollicated 
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© ro perſon was allowed: to come in from the neigh | 
dourhood. There is a crying for wine in the fireets. 
Whether this call for wine was made by thoſe who . | 


that once prevailed among 
the citizens, and had long viſited them, was fled, like 
a viſion of the night, and was ſucceeded by mourning + 


ülttude that is here uſed *. Nothing more is neceſſary 
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rognoſticated the ſtorm which proved fatal to them. 

heſe warnings of natural and national revolutions 
clearly demonſtrate the foreknowledge, the good- 
_ neſs, and compaſſion of God, who would have us al. 
ways prepared to meet his diſpenſations, to prevent 
his judgments by repentance, and to receive his mer- 


| 5 1 C When thus it ſhall be in the midſt of 
the land among the people, there ſhall be as the their 
| thaking of an olive-tree, and as the gleaning- 


grapes when the vintage is done. diu 
In theſe words, aſſuranee is given, that divine judg« ' reſe( 
ments were to be moderated, and that the godly ſhould were! 


in ſome meaſure be exempted from them. When, 
thus it ſhall come to r to the above pre- fülnel 
dictions, in the midſt of the land, fituated between WL 
the river Euphrates and the river of Egypt, among 
the people inhabiting that country.——At that time, 
there ſhall be as the "_ of an olive. tree, &e. The played 
number which were to eſcape the general calamity a fav; 
was to be few. When our prophet foretold the miti- 
gation of the miſeries which were to befal Ephraim, God | 
and Syria, he illuſtrated the ſubject by the ſame ſimi- remna! 
| their 
and mz 
rants, 
veltern 
Canaan 
uficenc 
ciouſly 


at preſent than to remind you, that the compariſon, 
alludes to what happens in time of olive-gathering 
and vintage. When olives are ſhaken, or gripes 
gathered, a few are left on the tops of the loſtieſt 
branches, which the hand cannot reach, and ſome in 
outmoſt boughs, that eſcape the eye of the gatherer. 
Thus it ſhould come to paſs, when the people of Ju- 


dea were to be viſited by deſolating judgments, only TH 
a few of the leſs conſpicuous among them were to be he 
left in the land, no more in proportion to them that 1 the | 

were ſlain and taken captive, than the olives or grapes 
's 94 Iſaiah XVII. 5. Ge 8 Y 5 rl that 25 th 


| VER. 14, 15. ' PROPHECIES or ISAIAH. 337 


that remain, after the vintage is. over, to thoſe that 
| vere collected eee on! it is NON in 


the next verſe, | 


J 


14 They ſhall lik up their voice, __ As a 


ing for the majeſty of the LORD, they ha cry_ 


aloud from the ſea. 


The divine righteouſneſs and mercy: Aiplayed in 
their deliverance, ſhall be publicly celebrated. — 


They ſhall lift up their voice, loudly to expreſs their g 


ttude and praiſes to their almighty Deliverer, an to 
extol his name with the greateſt ardour, who had 


 reſeued them from amid the dangers with which they 
were ſurrounded. They ſhall Jong fon. the majeſty of the 


Iod: in this becoming manner te g their 


fulneſs and joy, in contemplatin his fupreme are 
lencies, and recollecting his ineſtimable - benefits. 
They ſhall celebrate that adorable majeſty of Which 
be is effentially poſſeſſed, and that is gloriouſly. diſ- 


played in all his works and Aiſpenſaions, eſpecially 
in ſaving his people from the hands of their enemies. 


On theſe and ſimilar accounts, the high praiſes of 
God were to be continually in their mouths. The 
remnant who were faved, aſcribed all the honour of | 


their deliverance to that God, who appears in glory 


and majeſty when he worketh ſalvation for his ſer- 
rants, ——They ſhall cry ' aloud from the ſea. The 
veſtern extremities, and the ſea-coaſts, of the land of 
Canaan, were to reſound with the praiſes of the mag-. 
uicence and grandeur of Jehovah, who had 1975 1 


ciouſly interpoſed i in their behalf, 


Bhi Wherefobs elokify' ye the 1055 in "A, 4338 


fes, even the name Rave LORD Va of Iſrael £5 8 


in the iſles of the ſea. 


The prophet now turns to the * and ex- 55 
torts them to give glory to God.——Thoſc who had 
Vol. II. Uu: 0 — 


* . ; * 4] A 1 
; . n 
* % EY "o o : 
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DES 
_ eſcaped the calamities in which their country was in- y 
volved, leaving their habitations, ſought for ſafety in 1 
the coaſts and iflands of the Mediterranean Sea; and, d 

in their new fituations and places of abode, they are 

called to glorify God in the fires, 'or, as-the Hebrew 
word 1s tranflated in the .margin of ſome Bibles, in th 
the valleys. Theſe different fignifications do not al. ſt 
ter the import of the duty here inculcated. Glorify th 
God; humbly acknowledge him to be truly great * 
and glorious amidſt the fiery trials whieh you f ſai, lan 
and the heat of perſecution to which you may farther al 
be __ - Cordially reſign yourſelves to the divine 1 
diſpoſal, heartily acquieſce in the diſpenfations of pro- #'* 
vidence, firmly truſt in the all. ſufficient power and the 
grace of Jehovah, patiently ſuſtain whatſoever he is 
- Pleaſed to appoint for you, and continually depend on 
upon him tor ſupport and deliverance. Let this be WW a 
your employment in the valleys, dens, and caves of 55 
the earth, in which you may be obliged to ſeek for * 
| ſhelter. Such wiſe dutiful conduct will give glory to 2 
the name of the Lord God of Iſrael, who is à preſent Lan 
help in time of trouble, and who redeemeth all his phet 
I Iael out of all their afflictions. In this manner, the as ; 
name of almighty God. ſhall be magnified in the oy 
iſlands of the ſea, where . may take up your reſi- eſe 
dence.——Do you, my friends, in all the affliions ou 
and trials with which you are viſited, endeavour of 
through the grace of God, to glorify your heavenly Wy 5 
Father; humbly confeſs his rig teouſneſs in all your Wy: 
 diſtreſſes; adore his holineſs in all his diſpenſation WY Pain 
His patience in bearing ſo long with your evil man 15 gr 
ners, his mercy in your preſervation in times paſt ” 
and his faithfulneſs, who hath promiſed never to leave : x Pg 
16 F From the uttermoſt part of the art food 


. have we heard ſongs, even glory to the righ our £ 


. teous: but I ſaid, My leanneſs, my leannel vho 4 


„ K 
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wo unto me: the treacherous dealers have dealt 

- treacherouſly, yea, the treacherous dealers have 
dealt very treacherouſly, © ' © 

The remnant that eſcaped, having complied with 

the direction given in the foregoing verſe,” are in- 
ſtructed in the joyful conſequences which, through 
the divine bleſſing, were to refult from their good 
conduct. The complicated diſtreſſes in which the 
land of Judea was involved, diſperſed the people over 
all the neighbouring countries. They fled to Egypt, 
to the Leſſer Aſia, to the iſlands and coaſts of Greece: 

great numbers of them were to be found in moſt of 
the principal cities of theſe countries; and in ſoine of 
them they had ſynagogues. Thus ſcattered, they were 
inſtrumental in propagating the knowledge of the true 
God among the Heathen nations, and in preparing 

them for the reception of the goſpel. Hence the ut- 
termoſt parts of the 'earth, thoſe places which were 
ſituated at the moſt remote diſtance from the land of 
Canaan, are affirmed, according to the idiom of pro- 
phetic language, in which things future are ſpoken of 
as paſt, to have united in ſongs of admiration and . 
praiſe. ——We have heard ſongs. The inhabitants of 
theſe diſtant regions, obſerving the ſtrangers wha had 
come among them ſinging For the majeſty of the 
Lord, and lorifyin him in the furnace of affliction, 
were happily diſpoſed to join the diſperſed Jews in 

_ celebrating the praiſes of the Lord God of Hrael, in 

pfalms, and hymns, and ſpiritual ſongs. The chief 
deſign of theſe ſongs was, to aſcribe glory to. the righ- - 
tous ; to the righteous Lord, who loveth rightepuſ- 
neſs, and hateth iniquity, who is juſt in all his ways, 
and holy in all his works. Glory to God in the 
higheſt, who hath proclaimed peace on earth, and | 

_ good-will toward men, Glory to the righteous _ 
people, who have attained the righteouſneſs of God. 
our Saviour, and who follow after righteouſneſs; _ 
who are righteous. before God, and walk in w—_ | 

5 3 1 „ CERES 4 
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and righteouſneſs all their days. In all their tribula- 
tions, the Spirit of God and of glory reſteth upon 
them: the trial of their faith ſhall be found unto 
praiſe, and honour, and glory; and their preſent al. 
flictions ſhall work for them a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory. DIPS Se 

But I ſaid, M y leanneſs, my leannefs, &c. Our pro- 
phet here ſpeaks in the perſon of the inhabitants ſtill 


remaining in the land, who were to ſuffer repeated 
diſtreſſes from the depredations of their enemies. 
Perſonating them, he exclaims, My leanneſs, Gr. 


This complaint, as it reſpects the body, often pro- 


ceeds from conſtitution, imbecility, or diſeaſe ; as it 
relates to the mind, it may be owing. to its diſtem- 


pered condition, and the miſimprovement of ſpiritual 
advantages. Soul and body are intimately connected. 


Though the body be ſtrong, an afflicted mind will en- 
feeble it; though the mind be at eaſe, a diſtreſſed 


body will give it trouble. Such was the moving 
ſcene now preſented to our prophet's view, that his 


mind was enfeebled, his bodily ſtrength was weaken - 
ed, his moiſture was dried up, his comelineſs was loſt, 
his freſhneſs decayed, ſo that he appeared thin and 


emaciated, ——TVo unto me 1 feel complicated diſtreſs, 
and extreme ſorrow : both my body and mind are af. 
 Aicted. 


enemies of Judah, the Babylonians, the Medes and 


Perſians, the Greeks and Romans, who were often 


guilty of notorious breaches of their engagements. 


Theſe hoſtile nations were not ſimply perfidious, but 


they were doubly and remarkably treacherous and de- 
ceitful. They dealt unfaithfully with the true God, 
In renouncing their allegiance to him : they dealt 
falſely in their moſt ſolemn and- public tranſactions 
with one another, and with the Jews. 


17 Fear, and the pit, and the ſnare are upon . 
The 


1 thee, O inhabitant of the earth. | 


| The treacherous dealers have dealt irea - 
_ cherou/ly, &c. The people thus deſcribed, were the 
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The prophet next proceeds to denounce judgments 
which were to be inflicted upon the enemies of his 
people, and thoſe among them poſſeſſed of a ſimilar 
character. The expreſſions here uſed, ſeem to 
have formed a proverbial faying, as appears from 
their being repeated by the prophet Jeremiah *. 'They - 
allude to the different methods of taking wild beaſts, 
that were anciently in uſe. The fear, or terror, was 
a line ſtrung with feathers of different colours, which 
was ſo conſtrued, as to flutter in the air, and to 
make a terrifying noiſe, that frightened the beaſts in- 
to the pit, or the ſnare, that was prepared for them. 
The pit was digged deep in the ground, and covered 
over with boughs or turf, in order to deceive them, 
that they might fall into it unawares. The ſnare was 
compoſed of nets, encloſing a large ſpace of ground 
that the wild beaſts were known to haunt, which was 
drawn gradually narrower, until they were at laſt en- 
tangled and ſhut up. Our prophet, addreſſing him- 
ſelf to the inhabitants of the earth, declares, that ca- 
lamities, correſponding to each of theſe ways of de- . 
ſtroying wild beaſts, were to ſeize upon them, and 
that they ſhould be ſo ordered, that thoſe who eſcaped 
one ſort would be arreſted by another. Fear and 
terror may denote, the conſternation and dread where- 
by men would be incapacitated to avoid impending. 
judgments: the pit may ſignify, the confinement, and 
deſpair of deliverance, to which they were to be re- 
duced: and the ſnare may intend, thoſe complicated 
means of deſtruction, from which they would find 
themſelves unable to eſcape. | bs Wop | 215 
I „„ TITS Me $3: 8/54 
18 And it ſhall come to paſs, that he who |. 
fleeth from the noiſe of the fear, ſhall fall into 
the pit; and he that cometh. up out of the 
midſt of the pit, ſhall be taken in the ſnare: for 


- 


the 
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| 
the windows from on high are open, and the 1 
foundations of the earth do ſhake. n 72 
1 — to avoid one evil, they ſhall fall into | N 
another, in conſequence whereof their ruin ſhall prove F 
inevitable. A ſimilar: prediction, delivered by the pro- 
phet Elijah, is recorded, 1 Kings xix. 17. And it 4 
© ſhall come to paſs, that him that eſcapeth the fword We” 
of Hazael, ſhall Jehu ſlay; and him that eſcapeth al 
from the ſword of Jehu, ſhall Eliſha ſſay. Let 2 
not the wicked then encourage themſelves with hopes I 
of impunity : though they may elude one danger, of 
another ſhall overtake them, Their condition reſem- * 
bleth the ſtate of that man, who, being terrified at in 
his enemy, by much too powerful for him, betaketh 10 
himſelf to flight, and, in the midſt of his confuſion 
and haſte, falleth into a pit; and, N to get 
out of it, is ſuddenly catched in a ſnare, and fo en. 
tangled in unavoidable deſtruQion, that he is utterly en 
unable to extricate himſelf. The workers of iniquity cee 
are fallen; they are caſt down, and ſhall not be able 8 
e 3 dry 
For the windows from on 74 are open, « There anc 
ſeems here to —— alluſion to the hiſtory of ie - 
the deluge, which overthrew the world of the un- I, 
" godly; and the imagery is taken from that memo- 1 
rable event. All the fountains of the great deep were tical 
then broken up, and the windows of heaven were of | 
opened f. God, hath laid up the waters in ſtore- ficke 
houſes, the windows of which were thrown open, and 
that he might pour forth upon the world of the un- ing « 
godly, in large torrents, the waters which were above that 
the earth, thoſe treaſures that he hath reſerved againſt ſtate: 
the time of trouble. In reference to what then hap - and 


pened, our prophet foretels, that, at the period to 1 
which he looked forward, the windows from on high 2 i 
were to be again opened, that God, according to his in pr 


* Pſal. xxxvi, 12. f Gen. vii. 11 
0 5 8 woyrd, 
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- word, © might rain upon the wicked, ſnares, fire, 
ud brimſtone, and an horrible tempeſt : this is the 

portion of their cup *.—And the foundations of the 
earth do ſhake. I ſuppoſe the prophet alludes to the | 
awful circumſtances which accompanied the promul + _ 
gation of the law from mount Sinai, when that moun- 
tain quaked greatly. - Univerſal nature is here _ 
| kate as feeling the effects of the diſpleaſure of its 
almighty Sovereign: the earth ſhakes to its very foun» 7t 
tations before the offended majeſty, of its Creator, 
Such is the Airiking view exhibited, by this prophecy, 
of the righteous judgments of God, which pre · 
ſumptuous impenitent tranſgreſſors ſhall not be able 
to eſcape, when God armeth e nne erg | 
ven and earth. * 


19 The a is utterly 698 ns the "| 
earth is clean diſſolved, the earth f is moved ex- 
ceedingly. 

20 The earth ſhall reel to and fro Uke 3 4 
drunkard, and ſhall be removed like a cottage, 
and the tranſgreſſion thereof ſhall be R _ 
it and it ſhall fall, and not riſe again. _— 


lu theſe verſes, the prophet deſcribes, in n 9 
rical language, a violent concuſſion, whereby the land 1 
of Judea, and other countries, was to be much af- 7 | 
flicted. This direful calamit 1 is ſet forth in ſtrong | 
and elegant diction, in which he excels in renn 
ing every ſubject of which he treats The earth 
that is here intended, ſeems to be the kingdoms, 

ſtates, and empires, whereby its 3 are united, 


and preſerved in order. The E 
expreſſions uſed i 9 to it, — de underſtood, „ 
not in the literal, but in the figurative ſenſe, which, : = L 

in prophetic ſtyle, ſignify great . . 8 


: VV 


phecy refers, ſuch terrible judgments: were to befa! 
the kingdoms of the earth, that ſome of them were 
to be utterly broken, ſo as to loſe the form they once 
had; others were to be clean diſſolved, and to change 
entirely their appearance: ſome were ito be exceed- 
ingly moved, and violently: agitated, by great com- 
motions; others were to reel and ſtagger like a drunk 
perſon, who is extremely unſteady in his motions, or 
to be removed like a cottage, after it hath ferved the 
purpoſes for which it was erected. All theſe! ſur- 
priſing alterations were to take place, that way might 
be made for the accompliſhment of the purpoſes form- 
ed by divine providence. This is the great 'defign 
that God hath in view, in all the remarkable changes 


1 


that happen among the nations of the eart.. 


FL) " a —_— _— _ 7 a Senbadcdfi.c £2. i. a. iu. - a 


21 And it ſhall come to paſs in that day, 
that the LoRD ſhall puniſh the hoſt of the high | 
ones that are on high, and the kings of the 
earth upon the. eartn. „ 


At the period to which this prophecy looked for- 
ward, the Lord here declares, that he would execute 1 
terrible judgments upon the wicked haughty perſecu- | 
tors of his church. By the hoſt of the high ones 0 
that are on high, may be meant, vaſt numbers of T 
perſons who were elevated to high rank in the world, v 
who were poſſeſſed of honour, authority, and opu- V 

lence. Such are, eccleſiaſtical and political rulers, e 


who are exalted above others in ſtation and power, i 
and have a mighty influence over mankind. Perſons YL. 
of this deſcription, when they are enemies to the a 
people of God, are often elated with a high opinion : 
of their own importance, dignity, and'grandeur; and | a 
therefore are juſtly ſpoken of, as an hoſt of high ones a 
v bo are on high. Ind the kings of the earth' upon D 


the earth. As the former expreſſion may chiefly re- 
ſpe& eccleſiaſtical rulers, ſuch as the prieſts, the 
r 5 1 principal 


Ven. 22. 'PROPHECIES or ISATAH. / 26x. 


principal men and doctors of the church, fo this may 


refer to the princes and civil governots of the nation. 
. who were inimical to the church of God, and had 


abuſed their power to injure and oppreſs them. Borh 


theſe claſſes'of perſons, God faith, he will puniſh upon 
dle earth. This threatening doth not relate to theit 175 


future puniſhment in the other world, but to che 
judgments with which they ſhould be viſited” in this 


reſent ſtate, when God will avenge the injuries they 
have done to his ſervants. _ This prediction is worthy - 
of the attention not only of haughty cruel-rulers 


who oppreſs their ſubjects, as it inſtructs them of 
their danger, but of thoſe who have been eruelly 


treated by them, who may comfort themſelves mat 
the Almighty, in due time, will viſit their oppreſſors, 2 


| and render to them according to their doings. 


22 And they ſhall be e AS Wigs at 


priſoners are gathered in he pit, and ſhall be 
ſhut up in the priſon, and after N _ ſhall 
they be viſited. _ 


The threatening delivered in the preceding verſe, 
is here more particularly explained and illuſtrated: — 


The hoſt of the high ones, the princes and men 
of the earth, ſhall be yo together, St.. The 
metaphor is borrowed rom what happens to captives : 


who are taken in war, or to thoſe dangerous banditti 
who perpetrate notorious crimes. Being apprehend= 
ed, they are bound faſt, collected together, and thrown. . 

into priſons and dungeons, where: they are kept 3 in 


cloſe confinement. In alluſion to this practice, the 
angel that came down from heaven, is ſaid to have 
laid hold on Satan, and bound him a thouſand y 


and caſt him into the hottomleſs pit, and ſhut him ups, 8 * 


and ſet a ſeal upon him, that he ſhould deceive the 
nations no EI wy wy In like rr _ ne” 


g 1 e. 


vor. II. 7 XX 1 ba 
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people who are the ſubjects of this prophecy, 1 3 


be gathered together, and caſt into priſons and dun- 
geons, as the juſt puniſnment of the wickedneſs that 
ey had committee. 4 OR 
And after many days ſhall they be viſited. In ſacred 
language, God is ſaid to viſit men; when, by the re- 
markable interpoſitiong of his providence; he makes 
himſelf known, and manifeſts himſelf preſent, as the 
* mſpeQtor and judge of their actions, either ſeverely to 
puniſn them for their ſins, or to deliver them from 
evil, and to refreſh them with the bleſſings" of his 
| goodneſs. Interpreters ſeem divided in opinion, 
whether the viſitation, here intended, was to be in 
. metcy and favour, as God promifed to viſit Tyre“, 
or int righteouſneſs and wrath, as he threatened to vi- 
fit the people of Judah f. The learned Biſhop of 
London thus writes on this paſſage: * The eccle- 
“ ſiaſtical and civil polity of the Jews ſhall be de- 
< ſtroyed. - The nation ſhalt continue in a ſtate of 
* depreſſion and dereliQtion for a long time. The 
* image ſeems to be taken from the practice of the 
* great monarchs of that time, who, when they had 
* thrown their wretched captives into a dungeon, 
< never gave themſelves the trouble of inquiring 
© about them, but let them lie à long time in that 
& miſerable condition, wholly deſtitute of relief and 
* diſregarded. God ſhall at length reviſit and re- 
“ ſtore his people in the laſt age; and then the king- 
% dom of God ſhall be eſtabliſhed in ſuch perfection, 
e as wholly to obſcure and eclipſe the glory of the 


e temporary, typical, preparatory kingdom now ſub- 


* fiſting.” 1 apprehend, that princes and great men, 
who have been perſeeutors of the ehurch of God, 
have little or no reaſon to expect that God will vibt 
them in mercy, and ſend them delirerance; and 
therefore -I ſuppoſe, with the celebrated Vitringa, 
that a judicial puniſhment is ſpoken of, which ial! 


pr 


% 


4 F 
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continue after many days are elapſed. To pereeive 


tbe juſtice of this remark, compare the parallel 120 5 
phecy of Ezekiel, who foretold, That Gog and Ma- 

gog, after many days, ſhall be viſited: in the latter 

+ years thou ſhalt come into the land that is brought 


hack from the ſword *.' A long time ho the * 15 


livery of the prophecy, the predicted judgments were 
certainly to be inflicted in the latter years, toward the 
concluſion of the Old-Teſtament diſpenſation. In the 
ſame manner I explain the words of Iſaiah, which are 
now under conſideration. This prediction was to re- 
ceive its accompliſhment, after a long time had in- 
tervened between its publication and fulfilment. The 
many days here mentioned, are not to be reckoned 
from the time in which the kings were ſhut up in 
priſon, but from the time wherein the prophecy was 
announced. According to this interpretation, the 
words do not limit the continuance of the viſitation, 
but point out the diſtant period wherein it ſhould 
commence. This prediction inculcates a uſeful 


1 


leſſon, both on thoſe who are in elevated proſperous 


circumſtances, and on thoſe who are in a. low de- 
preſſed condition, Such as are inveſted with power 
and authority ought to remember, that their ſtate 
may ſoon be reverſed, and they may be expoſed to 
that contempt and confihement to which they ſub- - 
jected their poor priſoners :. and thoſe who are ig a2 


depreſſed afflicted condition may hope, that, aſter 


reſtored to liberty and tranquillity. 


23 Then the moon. ſhall be confounded, and 
the ſun aſhamed, when the Lox. of hoſts ſhall . 


reign in mount Zio 
fore his ancients g 


1 L * 
U ! J. 1 4:7 ' j 


In conſequence. of the execution | 
above predicted, and the enemies of God's people be · 


EY 


k. af E 
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er. in Jeruſalem, and be- 


o 
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349  LEC 
ing overthrown, the kingdom of God was to attain a 
higher degree of glory than it had hitherto reached: 
and poſſeſs far more light and ſplendor than in for. 
mer times it had aſſumed.— There is a beautiful 

analogy between the natural, the political, aud the 
ſpiritual world, called the kingdom of God. From 
this reſemblance, the figurative language of the pro- 
phets is taken, in which, things in the latter are often 
2 of by names analogous to thoſe uſed in the 
ormer, If the political world is the ſubject of pro · 
phecy, the heavens ſignify thrones and dignities, the 
ſun denotes kings and princes, the moon the ſubordi- 
nate powers of the ſtate. If the prediction relates to 
the · ſpiritual world, the church of the living God, the 
heavens are thoſe who exerciſe powerful benign influ. 
ence over the church; the ſun is the ſymbol of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, who is emphatically called, the Sun of 
righteouſneſs; the moon repreſents the principal per- 
ſon, or perſons, whoſe office is, to diſpel the ignorance 
and errors of the times, and to ſupply the lovers of 
truth with deſirable light; and the ſtars, we know, 
from infallible authority, are the miniſters of the 


When therefore - prophecy, which abounds with 
ſtrong metaphors and glowing images, cannot be ex. 
| plained conſiſtently with truth in the literal, it muſt 
de interpreted according to the figurative ſenſe of the 
words. The prediction now before us, cannot be li. 

terally underſtood: when, and where, were the:ce- 

leſtial luminaries, here mentioned, aſhamed and con- 

Hunded? The moſt ſimple and obvious meaning of 
the words ſeems to be, that, at the time to which the 
foregoing prophecy refers, when divine vengeance 


Pas to be exeduted on the enemies of God's people, 
his church, reformed and renewed, ſhould ſhine forth 
with a luſtre and glory far ſuperior to the ſun and the 
See Sir I. Newton on the Revelation, part i. and Lancaſter's 


moon, 
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moon, inſomuch that theſe lights were to be eclipſec 
by a more tranſcendent beauty and majeſty. A more 
deep and recondite ſenſe may alſo be given to this 
prediction, of which this is the ſum: At the timm 
when God would take to him his great power, and 
ened and confounded. Certain ſacred and political 
rulers, in church and ſtate, who had. oppoſed the; 
kingdom of God, converting their authority into 
cruelty and tyranny, had become violent perſecutors 
of the church. Theſe ſhall bluſh, be aſhamed, and 
be ſore: vexed, at the fooliſſi projects they had form- 
ed, at the rapacity and barbarity- they had exer- 
ciſed. They ſhall be confounded, aſtoniſned, and 
troubled in mind, at the recollection of their diſcon- 
certed ſchemes, and diſappointed expectations. — 
The period fixed for this event iss oo 
When the Lord of hls foal reign in mount Zion and 
Jeruſalem, &c. When the Lord of hoſts, the King 
of glory, to whom all the creatures in heaven and 
earth are ſubject, ſhall reign in mount Zion and je- 
ruſalem, places for which he was pleaſed to ex- 
preſs peculiar favour, and which of old were eminent 
types of the church of God under the New Teſta - 
ment. —— There he ſhall reign gloriouſly, enge 
abſolute ſupreme authority over all nations, and ren- 
dering all the revolutions among kingdoms and em- 
pires ſubſervient-to advance his glory, and the benefit 
of his faithful ſubjects. There he ſhall reign gloriouſly 
over his peculiar people, conquering eee 1 
governing them by bis laws, protecting them by hi? 
providence, and crowning them with honour and fe- 
licity.—— All this ſnall be fare his ancient. The) | _ 
chief of the ſeveral orders belonging to his church; Wil 
men remarkable for their age and experience, for 
wiſdom, prudence, and ſanctity, employed in direct. 
ing and inſtructing the people of God, and in dili- 
gently obſerving the operations and diſpenſations of 
is providence and grace. Theſe attentive W ; 
; „ | Pl of. 
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of the divine adminiſtration behold, with ſacred plex. 
ſure, the admirable diſplays of his regal power, in van. 
quiſhing his enemies, in protecting his/ ſubjects, and 
' enriching them with the choiceſt privileges, We 
give thee thanks (ſaid they, when they tell on their 
Fi Fake and worſhipped), O Lord God Almighty, 
which art, and waſt, and art to come; becauſe 
„thou haſt taken to thee thy great power, and haſt 
reigned “. Alleluiah; for the Lord God omnipo- 
tent reigneth : let us be glad and rejoice, and give 
* honour to him f. He ſitteth at the helm of public 
affairs, and ſtgers the veſſel of his church through 
all the ſtorms that ariſe in this tempeſtuous world. 
Contingent events are all at his diſpoſal; the leaſt 
things are not beneath his notice, nor the greateſt be. 
yond his control. He bringeth light out of dark- 
neſs, order out of confuſion, and maketh the wrath 
of man to praiſe him. He publiſheth peace on earth, 
and ſheweth good - will toward men; he offereth par. 
don to all who will renounce their ſins, and ſubmit 
to his government: he reigneth in the hearts of his 
people; and, with unbounded liberality, diſpenſeth 
his grace to them, for the moſt valuable purpoſes, 
Thus doth the Lord of hoſts reign gloriouſly in 
mount Zion and Jeruſalem. ——Yield - yourſelves 
then, my brethren, to this mighty Lord, as your 


nightful Sovereign, that you may receive the law 


from his mouth, and obey whatſoever he commands 


you. Remember that his authority reacheth to your 


hearts, that it may reduce them to order, and reſtgre 
them to tranquillity ; that love is the ſum of his laws, 
in the keeping of which there is great peace, and a 
great rear]. 
Some of you no doubt have obſerved, that the pre · 
dictions recorded in this chapter, have not, like thoſe 
contained in the former ones, been applied to their 
correſponding events. I frankly own, that the diff. 
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cuties attending this application, and the diverſity of 
ſentiments entertained. on this ſubje& by thoſe whom 
have had opportunity to conſult, have deterred me 
from attempting it, and determined me to conclude 


at preſent with a few, ſhort, general remarks. ' The'* 


prophecies which we have now been conſidering, - 
ſeem to have received a rao accompliſhment, by 
the deſolations made on the land of Judea, and its in- 
habitants, by Shalmaneſer, Nebuchadnezzar, and the 
Romans, to all which ſome parts of the deſcription 

are particularly ſuited. The learned Vitringa, with 


ſome confidence, refers their literal accompliſhment 


to the times of the Maccabees, to which he is of opi- 
nion the predictions exactly agree. The ſtrong ex- 
preſſions, and ſublime images, employed in foretel- 
ling the judgments that are here denounced, lead our 
thoughts to ſtill greater events than thoſe I have men- 
tioned. Jeſus Chriſt, in his prophetical diſcourſes, 
more than once alludes to this prophecy *. - The 
apoſtle John, in the book of Revelation, uſes fimilar 
language with that of our prophet in this chapter 7. 
From theſe and other circumſtances, I ſuppoſe that 
this prophecy looked toward the deſolation of the 
land and people of Judah, the judgments to be in- 
flicted upon their enemies, and the reftoration of that 
kingdom; and to ge ers; to the church of God 
under the New TeftamiWt, which have come to pass 
in later times. The Lord hath done that which he 
had deviſed : he hath fulfilled his word that he had 

* commanded in the days of old: he hath thrown 


down, and hath not pitied . I conclude withithe - | 


| emphatical words of Jeſus Chriſt, after he delivered | 
the predictions above referred to: Verily I ſay unto | 


you, This generation ſhall not pals, till all theſe |. 
* things be fulfilled. Heaven and earth ſhall paſs | 


away, but my words fhall not paſs away f. 


a See Matth. xiv. 29, Ofc. 18 | + See Rev. vi. 12. 
Lam. ii. 17. Matth. XXIV. 34. 3. 
* 'S ! | 2 | . 3 5 
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his people, whom he bath ſaved, 


N 4 


in ſeri 

ture, unifor 2 connected, and placed together full 
in our view. No fc | ary 

| hovah reſcued the children of Iſrael from'the tyrainy 

and bondage of Egypt, than a magnificent concert 


o ſooner had the almighty arm of Je. 


* 
. 


filled the ſhores of the Red Sea, and reſpunded the 


; 1 77 of their great Deliverer. After the Lord of 


oſts had conducted them through the howling wil. 


derneſs, and crowned them with victory over their 


many powerful enemies, they were taught, 


| ſeems to have been more poſſeſſed with the plealt 
proſpect of future mercies than with the 'recolleQion 


highly extolled; whilſt the rich grace; the almighty 


oo 


illuſtrious Leader and Legiſlator, to acknowlt 


them to God by his own: blood. Our prophet, 
having foretold, in the preceding chapter, the over- 
throw of ſeveral great cities and empires, enemies to 


the Jews and the land of Judah, and a happy reſtorz- 


tion of the kingdom of Gogy contemplating this ex- 


tenſive ſcene of divine provence in all its parts and 


conſequences, breaks forth into this fublime ſon 


of praiſe. In this beautiful compoſition, his* 


4. 


of paſt deliverances. Though he might have-a pri 


mary reference to the deſtruction of Babylon, and the 


liberation of the Jews from captivity in that country, 


he looked forward to the far more iplendid conqueſt 
of Meſfiah the Prince over the ſpiritual enemies of his 
" 0 and the divine conſolations proyided for them. 


he immenſe benefits conferred upon the church are 


* oY 


"gu 
| - , 
harmonious ftrains, the diſtinguiſhing Kindel of 
God toward them. And when the ranſomed of the 
Lord ſhall come to the Zion that is above, with ever- 
laſting joy upon their heads, they ſhall for ever unite 
in ſinging the ſong of Moſes and the Lamb; and in 
magnifying that compaſſionate Saviour who redeemed 
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more 1 ge leſion: | 

ninth and following . 45 N 
redeemed of the Toni, are introduced, b to 
the firſt part of the ſong, and, with joyful acclama- 


tions, praiſing Jehovah for his Mefe L a. : 


teady exhibited, and the animating 
they gas of n eee and "OY ak 
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I will praiſe thy name: for thou haſt 1 one 
wonderful things; * counſel 9 5 are fa 
fulneſs and truth; .. ind Het tint Þ 


£07 * 
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de 


The i ir nfoired | prophet, 1 any CEN ing 5 


e proceeds immediately to praiſe and magnify 
the Lord. In this Seher exercile, he perſonates \ 


the doctors and elders of the church, inciting them | 


to extol the Lord their God, and to celebrate his per- 
Vol. |; 
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wants; from thy wiſdom, direion and conduct; 
from thy power, afſtance and proteQion;, from thy | 


ol 


: and. praiſe thy name, even all the glorious attributes 
of which thou haſt revealed thyſelf poſſeſſed, 55 


; Ver. 1. 


the works n Provide + 
thine awful glories as a Sovereign, and: prin wr wh 
ſcending grace as a r This hath been {ey 65 
lightful employment ſaints in every age, eſpe- 
cally after God hath wrought wonderful deliverances 
for tem. Of this, a remarkable inſtance occurs in 
David, the king of Urael, who, having obtained com- 
plete victory over his enemies, exalted and e 
God ; and, ſenſible that he could not ſufficiently 
magnify him, warmly invited others to unite 
him in bleſſing his holy name: O magnify the Lord 
* with me, and let us exalt his name together. I. 
* ſought. the Lord, and he heard me, and! delivered 
* me from all my fears . In like manner, our pro- 
phet, contemplating the merciful interpoſition of the 
Almighty in behalf of bis- church, — laudable 
reſolution, in which each of us ought eo join, * N 
exalt thee, and praiſe thy nam. 

For thou haſt done wonderful things, Ge. That 
which exceeds our knowledge and — and 
which we cannot account for on natural | principles, 
excites our ſurpriſe and wonder. Many, O Lord our 
God, are thy wonderful works: thy judgments are 
unſearchable, and thy ways are are - paſt finding out. 
Though innumerable wonders are daily — 16 
our view, yet the frequency of their appearance often 
diminiſhes our admiration. The corn caſt into the 
ground, which firſt dies, and afterward yields ten or 
twenty times more than was ſown, is perhaps not — 
aſtoniſhing than the miracle of eg b > 
loaves and fiſhes, to be a ſufficient 
ſands of people. The birth of a living is do nt 
ſeem leſs wonderful than the e e of a 5 
body. Is not the budding of the trees in the 
as marvellous as was the bloſſoming of Aaron's 
Indeed all the works of God, when e 
* e truly wonderbul.: "Tax RFPs as they. 
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ought to be, in ſome meaſure within our reach, and 
level to our capacities, ſo as, in ſome reſßßects, to aſſiſt 

in pointing out our duty; and yet, in their nature, 
utility, and deſign, they, in other reſpects, far ſurpaſs 
our comprehenſion. We ſee in them ſomewhar plain, 
that is eaſily underſtood; and ſomewhat obſcure; that 
we cannot penetrate or explain. We perceivę that 
they are worthy of God, and bear the impreſſion of 
his divine hand, though we cannot fully ſatisfy our- 
ſelves- in ſome particulars of leſſer moment, Had 
they been in all reſpects intelligible to us, they would 
have wanted one evidence of their divine original of 
which they are poſſeſſed. The ſame remarks are ap- 
plicable to the works of the Lord our God, in the 
diſpenſations of his providence relating to his church, 
which are truly wonderful, and worthy of praiſes. 

O give thanks unto the Lord, who hath done great 

< wonder. 


Thy counſels of old are faithfulneſs and truth. \\The 
counſels of Dory wah are e tion 
denote, the reſult of his divine wiſdom and prudence, 
the proper proviſion made for carrying into execntion 
the purpoſes that he hath formed. All the diſpen- 
ſations of providence and grace are the effects of 
wiſe counſel, the manifeſtations of infinite wiſdom, ' 

_ goodneſs, and love. Theſe counſels are celebrated 
on account of their antiquity; they are of-o/d, or, as - 
the Hebrew word ſigniſies, from everlaſting“ His 
counſels and purpoſes, according to which he'work- 
eth all things, are affirmed, by the apoſtle Paul, to be 
eternal f; and, on this account, among others, God 

is magnate by our prophet. - They are likewiſe 

\ praiſed for being faithfulneſs and truth. The Mot 
| High is inviolably faithful in executing all his pur- 
poles: none of them can poſſibly be fruſtrated: no 

_ oppoſition, no difficulties, however great, can prevent 

their execution. The counſel of the Lord Ranget 


| * Pal. cxxzvi. 4. 47 + Eph. i. 11. 
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+ for ever, the thoughts. of his heart to l geben. 
« tions .“ In fulfilling his promiſes, God is true (o 
his word; in e his purpoſes, he is true 
0 himſelf, K perfect conformity ſubſiſts between 
the mind and the word of God, oo aer ee 
and his ways. He purpoſeth not but what is 
juſt and * /2 his Laverne contains — declara · 
til of his ary of which his providential diſpenſa- 
tions are a juſt expoſition. All his divine attributes 
are engaged to ſupport the immurability of his cou 
ſe, which he can never want power or inſtruments to 
execute. In'few words, God is faithful and true in 
all the counſels that he hath formed; in all the doc- 
tines, predictions, commands, threatenings, and pro- 
miſes, that he hath revealed and recorded in his 
vord. Let us then firmly rely on the divine vera- 

city and fidelity; and diligently endeavour to imitate 
them, that, in ine bn apes we 8 Wet. our 


Father i in heaven, ” 


2 For thou haſt — of a yy Ys Was - of 
a defenced city, a ruin: a palace of ſtran gers, to 
be no city; it ſhall never be built. 


The firſt of God's wonderful works for which b. 
is here magnified, is the deſtruction of a certain; re- 
nowned, fortified city, inhabited by the enemies of 
his people.- his city is ſpoken of in ſuch terms 
38 inclines me to ſuppoſe, that great Babylon was pri- 
marily intended, 15 
fortified city, as you have repeatedly heard from this 
Prophecy, poſſeſſed by inhabitants who were inimical | 
io the people of God, and who placed their confi. . 


dence in the fortifications and ſtrength of their city. 
This ſeems to have been| the city ſpoken of in ver. 14. 


A 1 


and in chap. xxvi. 5.——lIt was a palace of Be) 


being inhabited bak the Aﬀy rians and nn, 


* Pal xxxil 1. 
who, 


t was a large, ſtrong, and well- - 


_ variety of expreſſion, 


* 1 » Al 
43. 8 NK. 0 5 . n 
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who, in ſcripture, have this charatter given them. 
concerning the houſe of Iſrael; 1 will deliver. you 
into the hands of ſtrangers, and will execute judy, 
+ ments among you“. Of theſe ſtrangers,” it was 
their palace, the metropolis of their empire, their 
moſt magnificent, their beſt fortified and royal city; 


which afforded a remarkable type of Myſtical Baby. 


Jon, that is uniformly repreſented in ſeripture as ho- 
ſtile to the kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt,” As the over. 
throw of this great city was indiſpenſably neceſſary to 
| the whats je 1 ey of the church, 
they begin this hymn of thankſgiving by praiſing the 
Land for this wonderful w . : | * F 
= Thou haſt made it an heap—a rum be ng cy; 
it ſhall never be built, To render the ſentiment more 
rich and: þeautiful, .our prophet frequently, with great 
elegance, deſcribes the ſame event. by an-agre 

in which he gradually tiſes 
higher and higher. Clear views, by the ſpirit of pro- 


| * phecy, of the approaching event, and its perfect cer. 


tainty, made him ſpeak of this predicted event” as it 


it had been already paſt. This royal wel-fortifed 


city was to be reduced ta a prodigious heap of ruins; 


its very foundations were to be demaliſhed, its walls | 


"deſtroyed, and its palaces overthrown, - Nor ſhall it 


again be rebuilt, and reſtored to its former ſplendor: 


it ſhall always continue what it now is, 4 ryinous 
heap. Babylon, that flouriſhed under the former 
diſpenſation, was an eminent type of that great cl 
"which. is ſeated on many waters, i. e. ſupported by 
much people, called Myſtical Babylon, 10 which 
there is a vaſt reſort of ſtrangers, and which, in due 
time, ſhall alſo be utterly deſtroyed. This wender. 


ful event ſhall, in like manner, prove the ſudject of 


the praiſes and thankſgivings the ſaints, 20 1 ? 


- written, Rev. xviti. 20. * Rejoice over her, thou her 


1 GD ; : yens, 
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© yens, and ye holy apaies and, prophets, " God 


© hath hs you on her.“. Having ſeen. the com- 
mencement of this deliverance: of the church, in the 
tial accompliſhment of this predicted deſolation, it 
Enes us, with admiring gratitude, to Aae the 
Lord, whoſe TOW" N is YR) 1 
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Theſe 532 may 77 4 e 00 e is did 
in the preceding verſe; becauſe God hath turned the 
fortified city into deſolation, therefore ſhall the ng 
people glorify him; or they may look forward to 
what is mentioned in the following verſe; becauſe 
the Lord hath been a ſtrength to the poor, in his 
diſtreſs therefore mall he be honoured and ſerved. 
In either view, they import in general, that the deli- 
verance God had ore” for his people, was to 
prove a happy inducement to them, and to thoſe 
powerful nations who had been their enemies, to 
yield him the homage that he required, By the _ 
ſtrong people may be intended, - thoſe who were re- 
| nowned for their ſtrength and valour among the na- 
tions; or thoſe who; though weak in themſelves, are 
ſtrong in the Lord, and in the power 'of his mi ght, 
and are ſtrengthened by him with all might in the i 
ner man, for the performance of every good work. 
Though they contend not only with fleſh Ink blood, 
but with principalities and powers, and the rulets of 
— 2 i; this world, jock is the ſpiritual 

ength which they have from that they van- 
quiſh all the he oppoſition formed againſt | 
them. Their ſtrength lies not in themſelves, but in 
God, their only Lord, who is the ſtrength of Iſrael, — 


Concerning theſe ſtrong people our prophet declares, - 5 


that — joel glorify Gags by entertaining juſt and 
elevated 


L 


38s meer RES on . „ CHART 
eleyated e of his ma 
5898 ng his infinite bp mtr 
rovidence; by d | 
eg and de n on. 5 
 fhall/glorify him both with their ſouls pun ps 
humbly e their fins; thankfully ; wieds. 
ing bis mercies, — bringing forth, in eit 155 
the fruits of holineſs and rig reouluels, to ” Slot 
and praiſe. Improve hls truth, el 
ypoũ ate called to A performance of 3 any, 2 
vice. Engage with alacrity in the duties of 


S SFs gage 


22 


R 4 


— 


decline not any work that God aſſigus 1 205 3 Aud re = 
member, that the, * 1 the Lord is 1 h an 
the uptight: _ | 3 


The tity of the terrible nations all 7 gel, 15 a 
chief city belonging to the formidable. people, whom = 
God employed to execute Tighteous judgment upon * 
thoſe kingdoms and empires, which, by their ao · Fo 
cious crimes, merited ſevere. puniſhment, or total 2 Py 
ſtruction, is donbtleſs here e ba jj I preſume « 
abſolutely to determine what particular city, qut pro- «© te 
phet had in-view, when he compoſed, this warten « {@ 
ſong, whether Babylon or Rome,--Conhcern 1800 

the inhabitants of this ct 4 
fear thee. The fear of ( d e 
ſeripture, religion in Dn the KOT of praftical 36 
godlineſs. It is that bleſſed temper which-ariſes in bh” 
the ſoul from ſuitable See are of the divine aft 
glory, and a juſt ſenſe of the infinite diſtance there is fr 
between God and us; of his ſovereign anthority, and wy 
Sur profound ſubjection; of his conſummate good- * 
neſs, and our unſpeakable obligations to him For his the 
denignity and kindneſs. It is fo to ſtand in awe of T 
the holineſs of his nature, the, juſtice of his g pew God 
ment, the threatenings of his law, and the dipl the 
his grace, as to receive the inſtryQions. of wih . 
and to depart from evil. It is ſuch a reverence 268 God 
ſubject hath for his prince, a ſervant for his maſter, 228 
85 or a 150 108 his father; 35 3 it N * . * 
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iin degree, God being infinitely greater, and more 
excellent than any 22 with whom we ſtand con- 
nefted among our low. creatures. Such is the — 73 
of God, which was to prevail among the „ 
of the city of the tertible Balou dh prediction 
bath been verified in both the cities e ahatlhbes 2 
When Nebuchadnezzar, _ ibylon, was Te- 
ſtored to hie ne pd his up his 
eyes unto heaven, and bleffed the Moſt High, -and - 
« praiſed and honoured: him that liveth fer ver 3? 
and doubtleſs great many in his dominions would Ns, 
join him, ſo that the effects of this wonderful cent 
might be very. great and extenſive. At Rome, the 
prophecy was more remarkably. fulfilled at the firſt - 
promulgation of the 'goſpel 3 at which the 
apoſtle Paul declares, that the faith of the faints 
"in that city. was ſpoken of through the whole 
world .I conclude this article withi the words 
of the a zel, whom the apoſtle John ſaw flying in 
* the of heaven, having the everlaſting goſpel 
to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, who 
d with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory 
* to him; for the hour of his judgment is come : and 
* worſhip hüm that made heaven and hs TOR 
3 and che fountains of waters [."* e fs 


6 For thou haſt been a ſtrength W 
a ſtrength to the needy in his diſtreſs, a refuge 
from the ſtorm, a ſhadow from the heat, when 
Fa on of the KO ones is as a ſtorm againſt . 

e wa 15 


Theſe words benni nin hs kindiieſles of 
people, on account of which, 


God conferred * 
they unite in his 8 — 7 hou _ | 
a ſtrength to the poor, &. Power delongeth unto | 
God, in whom 1 it * efides,, With tum there. | 72 
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fore nothing is impoſſible: nothing is too hard ſor the 
Lord. In the weakneſs of his ſervants he perſecteth 
ſtrength; in conſequence whereof, nothing becomes 
too hard for them to do, or ſuffer, that he requires, 
He imparts to them all that might, whereby they be- 
come a ſtrong people, and are enabled to glorify him; 
whereby they are furniſhed for every good work, and 
ſtrengthened unto all long. ſuffering with joyfulneſs, — 
This ſtrength God hath communicated to the poor 
and needy. In ſeripture- language, this character 
ſometimes more eſpecially relates to the out ward con- 
dition, and at other times to the internal and ſpiritual 
| ſtate of the perſons who are ſpoken of. + ſee no ne- 
ceſſity of reſtraining it here to either of theſe claſſes 
of people; what is aſſirmed, being equally true 
of thoſe who have been poor in both ſenſes. God 
hath been a ſtrength to thoſe who were in indigent 
external circumſtances, deſtitute of the comforts of 
life, of friends to ſupport them, and who had no ex- 
pectation of relief from human aid; to thoſe alſo 
who have been needy. of ſpiritual aſſiſtance, poor in 
ſpirit, feeling their neceſſities, and ſenſible of their 
want of deliverance and help from Heaven. Fot 
© the oppreſſion of the poor, for the ſighing of the 
c needy, now will I ariſe (ſaith the Lord), I vill ſet 
© him in, ſafety from him that puffeth at him“ 
From compaſſion to the afſſicted under ſufferings, Je- 
hovah promiſeth, that he will ariſe,” and place them 
in a ſtate of ſalvation. Such is his gracious promiſe . 
to the church; -who, by contemplating the deliver- 
ances that God hath wrought for them, are animated 
to proclaim his praiſes. Looking back on his merei- 
ful interpoſitions in their favour, they gratefullj ac- 
knowledge, that he hath been a ſtrength to the poor,. 
and that this ineſtimable benefit was received in the 
ſeaſon wherein it was moſt needed. In bis difireſs: 
when afflicted with poverty and want, with pain-and 


q "4 wb gf 
poetry Ff ͤ ag OOPS 2: 
gs | | - ſickneſs; 


8 


lexed with doubts and fears, even then the Lord 


Hs help to him from above. Say, my friends, have 


not you experienced this truth? hath not the Lord 
been your ſtrength in the day of diſtreſs? hath not 


he prevented you in the time of your calamity ? hath. 
he not been your ſtay and deliverer? Unite then with 
the church, in thankfully acknowledging the God of 


Jr mare who bath ſtrengthened and ſaved you. 


A refuge from the ftorm, &c. A ſtorm or tempeſt, 
when it becomes extremely fierce and violent, threa- 
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tens to ſpread deſolation wherever it comes, and ex- 


poſes every creature within its reach to imminent 


danger. An intenſe burning heat is ready to diſtreſs 


and conſume thoſe who are expoſed to its powerful 


influence. In alluſion to theſe things, which oſten 
happen in the natural world, the perſeeution of the 


ple of God, by their inveterate enemies, is em- 


Fhatically repreſented in this and other paſſages of 
ſcripture, by a: terrible ſtorm, or conſuming heat; 
and the ineſtimable favour of divine protection is 
pleaſantly exhibited as a refuge from the fury of the 


2 


aging tempeſt, and à refreſhing ſhadow: from the 


burning heat. In this comfortable privilege, David, 


the ſervant of the Lord, ſolaced himſelf amidſt the 


dangers of his pilgrimage, in Pſal. cxxi. where he- 
thus ſpeaks: * The Lord is thy keeper: the Lord is 

thy ſhade upon thy-right-hand. | The ſun ſhall not 
* ſmite thee by day, nor the moon by night. The 


* Lord ſhall preſerve thee from all evil; he ſhall pre. 
* ſerve thy ſoul.” It is unneceſſary ta enlarge on this 


ſubject, having treated it at conſiderable length, when 


[turing from chap. 1, 6. af this prophecy.) Lon, 


a 


add, that the particular ſeaſon. wherein this precious 


privilege was enjoyed, greatly enhanced. its value, and 
excited the more ardent praiſes from the church 


1 1 , 
* '% * . 
y „ i _ 


When the blaſt of the terrible enes is as a form againſt | 


le wall. The Hebrew word tranſlated blaſt, ligni- 
nes alſo rage and indignation. - By the terrible ones, 
le rw V 


* 
— 


ae Aenne of Sd, e 
into all who oppoſe them. Sometimes their wrath 


had experienced in ſeaſons of the greateſt diſtreſsand 
danger. Be thou, O Lord, our ſtrength, out're- 
fuge, our ſhadow. Suffer not our goodneſt to be in · 
—f by the ſtorms of adverſity, as the bowing val 

by the ene "ſuffer it not to paſs eway by the 


God. The noiſe which was to be brought —9 


N * 
E : 

4 : — 5 
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are doubtleſs Spade; the „ ne 


arrives at ſuch a dreadful pitch, that it \reſembles a 


ſtorm, which beats with great noiſe and violence upon 
2 wall ſtanding in its way. 3 beautiful ſimih. 
the church; illuſtrates 


tude, our prophet, in name 
the tender care and compaſſions of God, which they 


— heat of R like the morning · cloud 


ſun. Continue at all times to be our de- 


| — that we may ever have freſh ground to cele- 
brate os: —.— in a eee 2 


* 


2 25 


dan. 


27 Thou ſhalt bring-down-the-nolfe-of ew. 


gers, as the heat in a dry place; ever the heat 


with the ſhadow of a cloud: the branch l the 
terrible ones ſhall be brought low. r 


The prophet, in name of the church, extoly the 


Lord God, on account of the awful rebukes which, 
in future times, he would adminiſter to their ene- 


ſuppoſe, the Babylonians, to whom this deſcription is 


given in ſcripture, as J obſerved from ver. 2. and 
who are often mentioned in the prophetic 93 


as repreſenting all the adverſaries of the 


proceeded from the clamours of the people; and their 
odigious armies, ' compoſed of great numbem of 


| T 
N bolchers, of - horſes and | chariots, which äre 1 


by. 


ly accompanied with ſhouts of triomph. All 
this loud noiſe, according to this prediction, was to 
* Ne to ceaſe, and to come to an end. e ſub- 


* 
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The firangers primarily intended, were, [ 


thi 


VER. 5. | 


. iniivade; in abs fol 

being words: As the heat in a: dry pla "the et 
with "the bude, a cd As the intenſe. heat of che 
ſun, when threatening to conſume every 


daes dry and parchod, is allayed 


by the in- 


terrention of a thick cloud, ie the Lardy'in-mevey, '* | 


will reſtrain the violent heat of J he will 
_ his people from danger, and afford them - 


2 In chis manner, be | 


ſtrate the hoſtile deſigns of cheir enemiem and 

e trium I branch 
of the terrible ones ſhall be brought low, The power, 
| influence, and glory, of the mighty tyrannical ene - 
mies of the church, which had grown to an exorbi- 
tant height, and become v y formidable to all around 
them, ſhall be deprived. of tlie diſtinguiſhed eminence _ 
that they had attained, and be reduced to a mean and! 
contemptible ſtate.——On theſe accounts; the people 
of God exalt and praiſe his name; and thus the pro- 

_ verified; ry faith, 1 —— — 
| there is N we re 
the deſtruction of on ae id not Moles; and 
_ the children of Iſrael, triu at the overthrow of 
Pharaoh and the Egyptian Did not David bleſs. 
God, for the death of Nabal? Did not the Jews re- 
joice and feaſt, when their enemies were defeated?ꝰ 
Doth not the ſaints of the Moſt High here extot the 
Lord, becauſe he brought low the branch of the't 
rible ones? IL. reply, that we ought not to be 


8 75 pt. 


* , . N 
3 1 
* * : 
6 : : & 
. < N 
s K e 


4 | 


by the depreſſion or deſtroction of our perſonal adver. © 


faries, which would diſcover a ſpirit of revenge, on- f 
ſiſtent with the forgiveneſs and benevolence | 


— "He that i gh he all | 


enemy, doth. | himſelf, in the worſt ſenſe of the 
word. Remember what the Lord ſaid; by the 5 
phet Obadiah, to the Edomites: Thou ſhouldſt not 

have rejoiced o over f e 43 ay 


7 xi. 10. 
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did violence to the Jews: but, it ſeems; they were 


Lo their calamit gi For thy violence 3 geinſt thy 
brother Jacob, * ſhall- cover thee. — 
learn from the prophecy, that the Edomites actually 
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well pleaſed that ſtrangers entered into their gutes, 


and carried them . captive; and therefore they 
; 


were to be confounded, and cut off for ever“. Re. 
collect the falutary advice of the wiſe man: © Rejoice 


* not when thine enemy falleth, and let inot-thine 


heart be glad when he ſtumbleth; leſt the Lord ſee 


© it, and it diſpleaſe him, and he turn away his wratk 


from him 4. Though we ought not to rejoice at 


the deſtruction of our perſonal adverſaries, yet, from 


this ſong, and other paſſages of ſcripture, we learn, 
that the church may triumph on account af the over- 
throw of their incorrigible enemies; not becauſe they 

are involved in miſery; and brought to ruin, but be- 
cCauſe, by their fall, the people of God are delivered 
from oppreſſion and perſecution, and a way is thereby 
opened for the more comfortable enjoy ment of the 


moſt invaluable bleſſings: God gives viſible demon- 


ſtration that he is the Governor of the world, and 


For theſe reaſons, the erer 
ſee the vengeance, and praiſe him 


„ 


Every part of this beautiful ſong is fo admirably 
adjuſted, as plainly to intimate, that God would cer- 


tainly afford his church the more full poſſeſſion” of 
what they had only enjoyed by anticipation. Whilſt 
the words before us, commemorate the ineſtimable | 


* Obad. 10. ef ſeq. I Prov. xxiv. 17, 18. 5 


* 
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denefit which was in ſome meaſure conferred upon 
de people of God, they contain à ptophecy of che 

riches of di 1 to be exhibited in the goſpel, 

and conſummated in the Zion that is above. Out 
prophet, who had hitherto addreſſed himſelf to God 

in the ſecond perſon, now changes the form of ex 


preſſion, and in this and the two following verſes, 
ſpeaks of him in the third perſon. In the former part 
of this hymn of gratitude, he ſpake to God in name 
of the 2 here he ſpeaks to them in the name of 
the Lord. m e ED bathe: une fs | 
In this mountain: - Mount Zion, mentioned in the | 7 
laſt verſe of the preceding chapter, wherein the Lord | 
of holls ſhall. reign before his ancients gloriouſſy, was 
unqueſtionably. the place intended primarily in this 
prediction, though our prophet's views were doubt- 
leſs extended to the church of God under the New 
Teſtament, in which it was to receive its accompliſh- 
ment. The remarkable events whereby the Iſraelites 
were, in the courſe of providence, introduced into 
the poſſeſſion of this mountain, and thoſe which oc 
curred to them after they poſſeſfed it, with the rites 
and ceremonies that they there obſerved, were typical 
of the ſpiritual bleſſings, and glorious privileges, en- 
joyed by the people of God under the goſpel. Ihe 
reſemblance is ſtriking, and deſerves: to be carefully 
marked, that we may ſee the propriety of this figura- 
tive expreſſion, — With a ſtrong hand and ſtretched- 
| 2 arm, oy N the e wa | 
the tyranny of the Egyptians, who grievoully 'ap- 
preſſed — and 550 them forks out of 1 1 
land, that he might get to himſelf a great name. „ 
Having overthrown their enemies, he conducted them 
lafely through the Red Sea; and, at mount Sinai, 
promulgated to them, with awful ſolemnity, his righ- 
teous laws. He led them through the bowling wilder- | .. 
nels, ſupplying them with bread from heaven, and 
water from the rock; granting them protection from 
enemies, and direction by the cloud of his W „ 
OY 4 1 55 72 an : x 
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and, having.given them a ſafe. val through the 
river Jordan, he put them in poſſeſſion of ithe- pro- 
miſed land of Canaan, which he r 
ritance. In that land, he choſe mount\Ziva for dy 
- habitation, ſaying, * This is my reſt for ever: here 
„will I dwell, for 1 have deſired it. 1. will abun. 
dantly bleſs her proviſion: I will ſatiafy her 
with a 32 N 1 
> We temple to be uilt for his worſtip upon this hol m 
in which he promiſed to meet with his : 
dleſs them. 1 this ſplendid houſe, in cr fre 
ke ſymbols of the divine preſence, and die mercy- 
ſeat, from whence he converſed with them, he re- 
quired them to reſort with their ſacrifices and gifts, 
| to feaſt and rejoice before him three times in — 
year. Theſe, with other things which 1 ſtay not 
mention, afforded a lively repreſentation ofthe beef 
| which God beſtows upon his church under the New 
Teſtament, to which the name of mount Tion is 
ſometimes given in the prophetic tures, Under 
— this diſpenſation, he reſcues his people from a worſe 
dan Egyptian bondage, that they may ſerve: kim in 
holineſs and righteouſneſs, to river Apr yr 
Having vanquiſhed: — ſpiritual enemies, he 
his laws into their inward parts, and writes 
upon their hearts. Whilſt they are travelling —97 4 
this wilderneſs to the heavenly and better country, 
'  . guides them by his counſel, he protects them by his 
Providence, he gives them from heaven the bread 
and water of life, and attends them-with'his-gracious 
preſence. He hath erected the throne of grace, where 
he invites his people to come with their ſpiritual ſa- 
cCrifices, and from which he vouchſafes to converſe 
with them. He hath ſet forth. a perfect . 
4 ſity by which complete atonement is made; and 
_ -" nowhe dwells in the midſt of them as in his temple, 
ee he inhoncored.and. e ee hel 
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| ſerve him with-alacrity and pleaſure. In this moun· 
tain, where the ordinarices ef divine inſtitution are 
obſerved, and the ineſſimable benefits of God's falva-' 
— are exhibited and communicated, they 9 
and rejoice before him. &Y : 
"Shall the Lord of hoſts. The Maſter of this feaſt i S 
the Lord of hoſts, the Father of the great family in 
heaven and earth, who giveth food unto all fleſh, and 
maketh ample proyifion for all the members of his 
houſehold. Indeed none but he, to whom belongeth 
the heavens, with all their hoſts, the earth, with all 
its fulneſs, the ſea, with all that therein are, can make 
a feaſt for all people. In this act of royal munifi- 
cence, he appears glorious in his apparel, travelling | 
in the greatneſs of his ſtrength; mighty to fave : hav= 
ing in righteouſneſa made war, and eonquered the 
enemies of his people, he entertains them with a feaſt 
of triumph, He acts as the King of glory, the Lord 
ſtrong and mighty in battle, who, having vanquiſhed 
every adverſe power, invites his friends to ſup with -, 
him; and aſſures them, that he will fup with — 
Tink _ that a — ee title than that 5 is 
e given him, ex ve of his clemen 1 | 
nity, would have better ſuited this — There 
is a peculjar beauty and propriety in the character 
vhich God here aſſumes, when he promiſeth to pro- 
ride ſpiritual entertainment for his peo 2 
this deſignation, they are reminded of his glorious 
conqueſt over his and their enemies, and of their cer. 
ain victory over them. He hath ſpoiled principalitiies 
and powers; he hath finiſhed tranſgteſſion he hath * 
overcome the world; he hath ſwallowed up death in 
nictory; and be will go on conquering, until he ham 
removed every oppoſition that might intimidate, or 
prevent them from the cheerful. uſe of the excellent . 
that be- ſets before them.——lt likewiſe a * 
uggeſts, that he entertains chiefly with the ſpoils of- 
enemies, whom he hath: entirely 7 adduced. He pre-. 
ſents to 185 the guilt of fin removed by his atoning 
Vor. II. 3A ſacriſice. 


ee e JRES ON; as; 1 
ſherifice, its Aden waſhed: away in the fountain 
opened for impuri i and its; power deſtroyed by his 
Spirit Sint of might. He ſhews this world diveſted of its 
dangerous charms, the old ſerpent with Bis head 
bruiſed, death p<" and converted info, à uſeful 
Friend. This title ſerves alſo to remind them of 
their character and condition. By profeſſion; they 
are ſoldiers of the Lord of hoſts, who. have enliſted 
-- themſelyes to fight under his banner, and to folloy 
him whitherſoever he leads them 3 they are bound þ £ 
the moſt ſolemn engagements to fidelity and diligence 
in his ſervice, - The table prepared for the —.—5 
ment, is covered in the preſence of enemies, who look | 
„ with a malicious. eye, anxious to interrupt i their 
feſtivity and joy, and to mingle their blood with their 
| Gaerifice. We ought not then ta feed without fear, 
as thoſe. who have obtained complete .yidory, who 
have laid aſide their, armour, and finiſhed ther war. 
fare. At the ſame time, we ought to remember, that 
Our ſecurity and felicity proceedeth from the Lord of 
: | hoſts, who on all the glory. is a defence, and: who 
upon all the aſſemblies of mount Zion will create a 
cloud. How admirable the condeſcenſion of the 
Lord of hoſts, diſplayed in accompliſhing, this pro- 
miſe! He formed the generous. 3 tn bs nnn 
wiſdom; he hath. be the whole of this noble 
entertainment at the expence of his unbounded libe- 
ality ; he. directs every thing, zelating 10. it in the” 
moſt proper manner; he graciouſly, invites tlie chil 
| dren of men to come andi e in it Le hg 2 
1 ceives thoſe who accept of his invitation. 
| ttzhben, with humble gratitude, have immediate re 
dio him, chat he may relieve all our wow Tg abun- 
i „ 8 the goodneſs of his houſe, and 
make us drink of the river of his ee 6 To 
this we are encoura aged by the af rance 185 
3 maketh a feaſt | I 
Peor all people: for 8 of all Cs n 
. and e ſcattered Ad under ey four 
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Ver. 6. prot or Aide . vt 5 
of heaven; for prople of ll ranks high and low, rich 
and poor; for people of every condition, learned and 
unlearned, bond * free. In this extenſive ſenſe, the 
expreſſion is uſed by the angel of the Lord, who d 
to 6 the ſhepherds, at our Saviour's nativity, © Behold, - 
bring you good tidin - 1 joy, which all 
© be unto all people“. 1 fx lr 
church of God t uhijer the ble n, were, 
in great meaſure, 'confined to the poſterity of 'Abra- 


ham, the word of. God; PREY e ou! of which 
our prophet ſpeaks, is prepa men every'tin-_ 
hel whether Jews o Grads, Barbarians or Scy-- 
thians, circumciſed or uncircumciſed; The wall of 
partition, that formerly divided the Jews from the 
Gentiles, is now broken down; the boundaries of 
the church are greatly enlarged; and every differ- 
ence, ariſing from external circumſtances, is orer- 
looked. The goſpel is commanded to be preached to 
every creature Ander heaven. The Lord of — 
hath eſpecially provided ſuitable entertainment for-. 
thoſe whoſe neceſſities are moſt urgent, and who moſt 
need relief. The poor, the miſerable; the blind, the 
naked, may receive from him, gold tried in the fire, 
that they may be rich; white rannent, that they may 
be clothed ; and eye-ſalve, that they may ſee. -Sin- 
ners may have repentance and teien of ſins. Cap- 
tives may obtain redemption and liberty. Thoſe who , 
are ſpiritually diſeaſed may have a fovereign remedy _ 
to cure their diſtempers. The and 9 6 
= get reſt to their ſouls. The contrite in ſpirit 
l e revived | by the condeſcending regard 4 / 
and lofty One: The dead in treſpaſſes and 
3 hear he voice of the Son of God; and live. The | 
ignorant may be inſtrufted in the knowledge f God, 
and 2 Jeſus, FEST ent ey! 1 
re hungering and 'thi righteovin mi 1 
be tiled, 955 thoſe who are weak —_— get a 
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Fo their foils. Non are yay, 1 particinati 
of this ſpiritual feaſt, prepared by the Lord of hoſt, 
but thoſe who exclude themſelves. How genetous 


and extenſive are his invitations to all people . Unto 


t men. Now therefore hearken unto me, © ye chil. 


_ © dren: for blefled are they that keep my 


© Hear inſtruction, and be wiſe, and refuſe it not. 


Come, eat of my bread, and drink of the wine that 


I have mingled. Forſake the fooliſh, and live; and 
go in the way of underſtanding f. he provi- · 


ſion made by the Lord of hoſts, is called, 


A feaſt of fat things, a feat of wines on the lon, kö. 


This feaſt conſiſts of the precious bleſlings exhibited 


in the goſpel of the Son of God, in which all the 
faithful ſubjects of his kingdom participate, though 
numerous as the dew of the morning, and' ſcattered | 
over the face of the whole earth. They are ſome- 


times repreſented in ſcripture under the agreeable 


3mage of a ſumptuous entertainment 1, to which per. 
ſons of all deſcriptions are invited. In this ſenſe, the | 


feaſt here mentioned is to be underſtood, as appears 
from the concomitants ſpecified in the following ver- 
ſes; the removal of the vail from the face of the na- 
tions, and the abolition of death by the great Re- 
deemer. To intimate the excellency of this banquet, 


8 and the delicious proviſion of which it is compoſed, 
it is expreſſed by fat things, full of 


wines on the lees well refined, the very beſt things 
that can be preſented. The p David, in pro- 

ſpect of the benefit and pleaſure that he expected to 
enjoy, in waiting upon God in the duties of his wor- 
ſbip, thus ſpeaks, My foul ſhall be ſatisfied as with 
* marrow and fatneſs ||.” The marrow and the fat are 
the choiceſt pieces of the meat, which have in them 


the moſt ſtrength, ſweetneſs, and nouriſhment; and 


- N 


* 
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therefore 


ven. 6. PROPHECIES or ISAIAH. 7 
therefore are here mentioned, to fi pip the regt, 
the pleaſure, and conſolation, : ge are derived * 
the ſpiritual bleſſings offered in the goſpel. 
are ſaid to increaſe. in ſtrength and flavour, by ie 
maining long on the lees or dregs, and after h 
been well refined, are eſteemed the very beſt; 
therefore _ a juſt- e of che 
bleſſings that conſtitute this ſpiritual repa ö 
In this ſacred feaſt, predicted by our Nophet, „ 
| is vaſt abundance, with grea fo eee 
{nt proviſion, joined with great eftruity and joy amon 
hole wha partake of it. 5 fay, in this divine pr 8 
tainment, there is exhibited vaſt abundance; the un- 
ſearchable riches, and all the fulneſs, that it ah 
e the Father ſhould dwell in Jeſus Chfiſt. 
* h the ſaints, in every age, have received of his 
| fulnef, grace for grate, with abundance of the gift 
of righteouſheſs, and have bad all their wants ſup- 
plied, ſtill it remains unimpaired. Here God dif 
the exceeding riches of his grace, in his kindnels to- 
_ ward us through Chtiſt Jeſus ; he makes known the 
riches of his glory, and reveals a plenteous redemp- - 
tion to his Iſrael from all their iniquities. Here they 
receive wa meaſures of knowledge, in which they 
ſhall progr apy" rue advance until they know as they 
are 22 : of holineſs, as ſhall . 
dually carry them —.— to be perfect as their 
ther in heaven is perfect; and ſuch plentiful conſola- 
tions, as ſhall fill them with j joy unſpeakable, you full 
of glory,——In this feaſt, there is alſo rich vari . 
which it would be endleſs to recount : pardon, of 
reconciliation to God, adoption into his erg 
munion with him; the Holy Spirit to renew, ſa 5 ol 
comfort, and ſeal 00 the day of redemption; aſſur- 
ance of God's loving-Kindneſs, which] is better chan iſe; 
Ech for the performance of duty, ſupport under 
iction, victory over enemies, peace of conſcience, 
and the earneſts of eternal life. Here is the rational 
milk of the word tar E ſtrong meat for _ 
whoſe 
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of life for thoſe that are hungry, and the:choicell 
fruits for them that are weak and languiſhing 

_ Beſides, in this feaſt, made by the Lord of hoe, the 
proviſion is moſt excellent, as is plainly intimated by 

_ the expreſſions, fat things; ll of marrow, and wing 


: amity and friendſhip, feſtivity and joy, among. the 


neſits. The wiſe man obſerves, that * a feaſt is made | 


— 


whoſe ſenſes are exerciſed to diſcern; both gad and 


* 


evil, the water of life for ſuch ad are thirſty, the bread 


on the lees well refined. It is written, that the fathers 


of the Iſraelitiſn church, who did eat manns in te 
wilderneſs, ate angels food, or the food of the qa 


as the words "ſignify, intimating tn 0 cel- 


| lency of the bread which God ſent them from heaven. 
The entertainment provided for his true Iſrael is inf 
nitely more noble. Thoſe who were ſuſtained for a 


time by means of manna are long ſince dead whereas 
thoſe who feed upon the bread of life ſhall never die: 


it immortalizes them. They ſhall not hunger or thirſt 

any more; nor ſhall they be deſtitute. of Jpirnual 

ſtrength, refreſhment, and conſolation, in their po- 

greſs toward heaven. Lord, ever more 52 ns; this . 
1 


bread ; and with it, the water of life; of which, wholo- 
ever drinketh, ſhall never thirſt : but it ſhall be in him 


a well of living water, ſpringing” up to everlaſting 
life. Whoſoever eating . ln, and the benefit 


it is ſuited to convey, ſhall never feel vehement un- 
eaſy deſires after ſinfuF enjoyments and worldly yani- 


ties: he ſhall never want real refreſhment” and fati- -- 
faction. The truths of the goſpel, and the com- 


forts of the holy Spirit, ſhall, by their powerful 
efficacy, and permanent influence, render him active, 
vigorous, and fruitful, in the duties of the ſpitivial 


This ſpiritual feaſt is intended, not merely to ſup- 


ply the neceſſities of the church, but to promote | 


people of God, who, diveſted of care, and p in 


a ſtate of tranquillity and eaſe, ſolace themſelves : 


with a comfortable ſenſe of the divine favour and be- 
for 


Accordingly 


© for laughter. Accor 
for laugh po” 


the hoſtile deſigns 
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EMT”... & 1 B ©” ; 
ve. read, that, after 
inſt the Jews were 


fruſtrated, © they obſerved the thirteenth and four. 


© teenth days of the month Adar, 


and gladneſs . The feaſts : 
the children of Iſrael, were i 


to be kept by 


| ence with each other, and 


In the plentiful entertainment provided in the goſpel, 
and the exceeding riches of divine grace therein ex- 


hibited, - God, who is love, hath 


aſtoniſhing diſplays of his good-will toward men; 


ven the moſt 


and preſented the moſt powerful incentives to engage 


them to love him, and to love one another. He ap- 

pears in Jeſus Chriſt, reconenng 1p world unto him- 

ſelf, admitting them to delightful communion with 

him, making peace among thoſe who were at -va- 

riance, and eſtabliſhing a plealing intercourſe 
t 


them. Having adopted them into his family, and 


as days of feaſting 


el, v nſtituted, among other 
purpoſes, that the tribes and families belonging to 
the congregation, aſſembled from the ſeveral diſtricts 
of the land, might cultivate an intimate correſpond · 
rejoice. before the Lord. 


among | 


united them together in the moſt endearing relation, 


and in the ſame hope of their calling, they are fed at 
the ſame table, as children of the ſame Father. Hence 
theſe emphatical words of the —_— Paul, when 
ſpeaking of the Lord's ſupper, The cup of bleſ 

which we bleſs, is it not the communion. of the 


— 


cup of bleſſing 


 * blood of Chriſt? and the bread which we break, is | 


it not the communion of the body of Chriſt ?. For 
one body: for 


* we being many are one bread, an | 
* we are all partakers of that one bread .. 
pleaſant to behold'brethren dwelling together in uni 
how much more pleaſant to feaſt with them in love, 
and peace, and joy, on 
Thus have I'confidere 
figurative language, 
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in unity, 


the ſame divine provifien?— 

ered the import of the beautiful 
in which is foretold, the ineſti- . 
mable bleffings wherewith the Lord of hoſts enriches 
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and comforts his church under the. Is 
thankfully 5 the immenſe good of 
which we liberally participate; and fervently 
| plore, that the bleſſing of God. 1 may 5 4 5 
ſpiritual proviſion, that, by means of th he nouri ; 
it affords, we may grow in grace, and be enabled to 
purſue our journey Toward the. . Keen and better 
country with increaſing vigour and yang hr until we. 
; with 


reach mount Zion that is above, and there feaſt 


eternal delight in the preſence of God al the! Lamb, 


7 And he will deſtroy in this mountain, the * 
face of the covering caſt over all ng *al the 
vail at 16 i over all nations. 6 


t foretels, in this verſe, 0 * 


Our 
portant le 7, Which the Lord of hoſts would con. 
fer upon hi rch, The conjecture of the Biſbop 
of London is or en "Tie ſuppoſes, that the 


Hebrew word rendered fare, hath 55 remoped from, . 
its right place; and therefor he thus tranſlates the. 
words: He will deſtroy the covering that covered. 
ie the face of all people. Prior to the commence - 
ment of the New-Teſtament diſpenſation, and the ap- 
pearance of the Sun of righteouſneſs, the ews were 
immerſed in error and ſuperſtition, and the al a 
this world ſeemed to have eſtabliſhed a unive 7 
pire over mankind. 'The remains of the Moſaic . 
tutions were buried in ignorance and will- worſhip; 
the meaning of the law of God was obſcured and 
perplexed by falſe gloſſes, and blended with vain tra. 
ditions.” The hypacriſy of Phariſees, the ambition of 
prieſts, the deluſions of Sadducees, the avarice of Pub- 
licans, and the debaucheries of Herodians, covered: 
the poſterity of Iſrael with infamy and diſgrace. . The 
Gentile nations were involved in the groſſeſt darknck, 
addicted to the moſt abſurd ſuperſtitions, whillt.they 
indulged in the moſt abominatc practices, inſomu 
that t Bey 88 e the eee given by our 


"prophet 4 
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prophet, ©-Darkneſfs covered the earth, and thick 
« darkneſs the people.” The refreſhing beams of di- 
vine payer which occaſionally da upon r 
could not mat” thick Get in which they were 
dewildered. ſaw not the way wherein ths 
- ſhould have walked, neither did they perceive tha 
work which they ought to have reg but with fro. 
wardneſs of heart went on from evil to worſe.. 
This covering, that was caſt over the face of all 
people, is, by another metaphor, employed in the 
following words, called, the wail aubich is ſpread over 
all nations ; that prevented them from ſeeing the 
glory of God diſplayed in his works, and from un- 
ed the ee of the Old TO gi" 
- into their hands. This N 
lliah declares, that the Lord of hoſts w deftrby is 
the mountain of his church. This is his 
prerogative, his peculiar work, by whatever means 
and inſtrumentz it be accompliſhed. Until this day, 
as the apoſtle Paul remarks, the vail neth 1755 
the hearts of the Jews, in reading the ſacred writings 
which vail, he faith, all be taken away, when 
ſhall turn to the Lord“. This covering was in | 
removed, b means of thoſe eminent men whom oO 1 
raiſed up from among the poſterity of Hrael, and 
_ among aa ONS, were it's with, 
inguiſhed abili ities for giving a 8 
to dn pellen It uf © aher, 
Jeſus Chriſt came into this world, 5 be a Ie 8 = 
lighten the Gentiles, and -the glory of his people... 
hrael, * Then, through the tender mercy of our; 
Cod, the day ſpring from on high. Ad vlt us, i | 5 715 


give light to them that fat in dar eſs, and in 
* ſhadow of death, ic uide a 18 into Ihe, wa 
peace f. And, in the pr $ of tim 
covering, throu zh the W of ei, 
again covered t e nations, the Lord of hoſts, MOD ox: 


See 2 Cor. i, ale, ä 'F Lake i. 78, 79. v7 0 
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| pleafed to remove this vail of error and ſuperſiition, 
by clearly revealing his glory, and opening mens eyes 
to behold it ſhining in the face of Jefus Chriſt— 
Turn then to the Lord; my friends, in the exerciſe of 
true penitence, and tlie vail ſhall be taken away : he 
will gractouſly remove your blindneſs, unbelief and 
error, and give you to diſcern the wondrous things 
that are in his law and goſpel. Thus ſhall vou with 
open face behold as in a glaſs the glory of the Lord, 
and be changed into the ſame image, from glory to 
glory; by the Spirit of the Lord, — © 
8 He will ſwallow up death in victory, and 
the Lord Gop will wipe away tears from 
off all faces, and the rebuke of his people ſhall 
he take away from off all the earth: for the 
LoRD hath ſpoken n 8 
| Theſe words deſcribe ſeveral excellent benefits 


Which God promiſeth to beſtow upon his peculiat 
„ 1 . He will fwallow up death in victory. As 
here are various kinds of death, it may be neceſſary, 


= 
. 


in order to underſtand aright the import of this pre- 
Fon, to aſcertain the particular kind of death that 
is here intended. That the prophet. does not ſpeak 
of every kind of death, muſt be evident to an impar- 
tial intelligent reader. There is a-death which, in - 
ſcripture, is called the ſecond death, that ſhall never 
be aboliſhed, with reſpect to thoſe who fall under its 
power. It is therefore repreſented, as a fire that ſhall 
never be quenched, as a worm that never dieth, as an 
etetnal reproach, and an everlaſting puniſhment, to 
which hypocrites, unbelievers, and the diſobedient, 
ſhall be conſigned by the Judge of the world. Over 
the church of God, on which the precious bleſſings 
now mentioned ſhall be conferred, it hath no power, 
neither ſhall they be ever hurt by it * ; fo that I cannot 


— — ee a 
— — 


X Rev. XX. © | 5 | 4 think 
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think that this is the death here meant. Nor do 
ſuppoſe, that the death which is called ſpiritual, con- 
ſiſting in alienation from the life of God, and in 
the ſervice of fin, is intended in this prophecy. The 
choſen, called, and faithful, are Joubdleſs by nature, 
children of wrath, as well as other men, until they 
aſs from death to life, and are tranſlated into the 
| Lingdom of God's dear Son: but, by the quickenin 
Spirit of God, they are reſcued from this death, 
made alive unto God, through Jeſus Chriſt, ſo that it 
hath no more dominion over them. The N 
whereof our prophet ſpeaks, is the firſt death, that 
ſeth upon all men, for that all have finned ; which. 
bo arates ſoul and body from each other, and exer- 
elke its power over the whole church of God. This 
king of terrom often appears to the ſaints 3s 2NEY : 
formidable enemy that greatly diſtreſſes them 5 
the overwhelming fears of this death, * for f 
ſake of religion, is ſometimes inflicted on them by 
their cruel perſecutors, they ought to be freed, by the 
firm perſuaſion, that it ſhall not ſeparate them fram 
the love of God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. 
Hie will valle it up in victory. The expreſſion i is 
metaphorical, and taken from things caſt into the ſea, 
or the fire, or into ſome marſhy p "6%! which are im- 
mediately abſorbed, and diſappear. Thus ſay ſhall death 
be aboliſhed by the Lord of hoſts, and ſwallowed up 
in the glorious triumphs he ſhall obtain over this 
powerful foe of his church. For this purpoſe, the 
Son of God; the Prince of life, was manifeſled in the 
fleſh, that be might deſtroy death, and him that | 
the power of death, and bring life and immortality to 
light by the goſpel. Though, to outward appear- 
ance, death ſeemed. to get the victory over him, get 
he actually vanquiſhed the conqueror in Lbs 5 ho 
minions : he ſwallow ed him up in vi 05 05 
apoſtle Paul, treating of the reſutrection of bless | 
from the dead, to a bleſſed and glorious life, amrms, 


that then ſhall be brought to P $ m_ which is here 
vritten, h 


er 
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written, * Death is ſwallowed up in viftory.': He 
doth not ſay, that this breche had never been in 
. any meaſure fulfilled until that period; but he aſſerta, 
that it ſhould recetve a perfect accompliſhment, when 
the bodies of the faithful, being delivered from the 
| power of death, ſhall be raiſed to a joyfut immorta« 
it | lity,——TFhis prediction opens a glorious proſpect to 
| the upright ſervants of God, who may. now adopt; in 
=: the day of diſtreſs, the triumphant exclamation of 
| = the apoſtle, © O death, where is thy ſting? O grave, 
| where is thy victory? Thanks. be to God, who 
' © giveth us the victory, through our Lord | Jeſus 
© Chriſt*” Happy world, into which death ſhalt. 
never enter! Here he exerciſes univerſal dominion 


HY over mankind : he enters into every family, and 
| FTpares not people of any age, ſex; or Condition. The 
i time is: faſt approaching, when we ſhall be removed 
j | from our families, our friends, our habitations, and 
the means of ſpiritual improvement that we enjoy. 
„ In this view, the conſolation provided for the 5. 
of God ts truly refreſhing * the Lord of hoſts-will 
- ſwallow up death in victory: he hath already done 
this in his own perſon, and he wilt render all his fol- 
lowers more than conquerors. And, at the reſurrec- 
tion of the juſt, he will raiſe our bodies from the 
duſt: having faſhioned them like unto the glorious 
body of Jeſus Chrift, and adorned our ſouls with the 
beauties of holineſs, we fhall be admitted into the im. 
mediate preſence of God, to enjoy the brighteſt ma- 
nifeſtarions of his glory, and to ſhare in the ſublime | 
Joys which are at his right hand for ever more. 
And the Lord God will wipe away tears from" off all 
Faces. In this preſent ſtate, the faces of God's people 
are often bedewed with tears, which, en many ac- - 
counts, drop from their eyes. How moving the 
picture given of their condition, by the ſervant of the 
Lord, in the following pathetic words! $ Thou feed- 
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ſions which they feel, the temptations with Rien 

hey are aſſaulted, the evils which they fear, and the 

righteous judgments of God, are fruitful ſources 8 

rrief and forrow to good men, and Frequently hing 

tears from their eyes.” Theſe tears the Lord 'G 
ſhall wipe away. The expreſſiom ſeems to allude' to. 

dme practice of —ͤ K 5 
wipes off the tears that fall from the eyes of his-he-. 

loved child, to whom he'adminiſters conſolation under 

his alflictions and ſorrows. © With jnfinitely greater 

affe&ion, the Father of 'mercies ſhall wipe away the 

tears that run down from the eyes of his children. 

Ale will not only adminiſter conſolation to them under 

all their preſent tribulations.and forrows, but, in due 

time, he will remove every occaſion of grief Which 

diſtreſſed them, and turn all their ſorrows into joys. 

In the moſt endearing manner, he will not only de- 

liver their feet from falling, but likewiſe their eyes 

from tears. And, at the glorious period when death _ 

ſhall be ſwallowed up in victory, the Lamb, which 

is in the midſt of the throne, ſhall feed them, and 

* ſhall lead them unto living fountains of waters; 

and God ſhall wipe away all tears from their eyes f. 

And again, it is written, God ſhall wipe away all 

* tears from their eyes; and there ſhall be no more 

death, neither ſorrow, nor crying, neither ſhall there 

© be any more pain: for the former things are palled 

" amp 150 ( A 
And the rebuke of his people ſhall be take away rum 

Fall the earth. The La a to whom this wt e 

is promiſed, are the people of God, whom he han 

choſen for his inheritance;' who were nr from | 

among men by the precious blood of his Son, and 8 
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formed for himſelf, to: ſhew forth his praiſes, They 
bimſelf, a peculiar people, zealous of good works... 
The rebuke of this people may denote, the re- 
proaches and calumnies whereby their character 
and conduct were miſrepreſented by their enemies; 
the afflictions and calamities whereby a righteous 
| God rebuked them for their ſins and follies, tried 
 _ their faith and patience, exerciſed their graces, ad. 
vanced his own glory and the good of his church. 
This rebuke he ſhall take away from off all the earth. 
The Lord God will vindicate them from the foul 
aſperſions, the cruel treatment, and manifold diſtreſles, 
which they endured: he will bring forth their righ- 
teouſneſs as the light, and their judgment as the 
non day; then they ſhall appear to the world to have 
been invidiouſly traduced, and moſt unjuſtly deſpiſed 
and perſecuted by their adverſaries. In our prophet's 
beautiful nervous language, No weapon that is form- 
ed againſt them, ſhall proſper; and every tongue 
that ſhall riſe againſt them in judgment, thou ſhal 
condemn This is the heritage of the ſervants of 
the Lord; and their righteouſneſs/is of me, ſaith the 
Lord “.Fr the Lord hath ſpoken it. Theſe are 
the true and faithful ſayings: of God, "whoſe word is 
ſettled in heaven, and cannot fail of receiving its full 
. accompliſhment. Look to God, that he may con- 
fer upon you all theſe deſirable bleſſings which he 
-hath promiſed to his church; particularly, that he 
may enable you to derive real benefit from the ſharp 
rebukes which he adminiſters, that even when you 
walk in the midſt of trouble, he may revive you, 
deliver you in, as well as from your diſtreſſes. God 
is faithful, faith the apoſtle to the Gentiles, who will 
not ſuffer you to be tempted above that you are able 
to hear. Temptations and trials you ſhall have; but 
the Lord will make a way for you to eſcape from the | 
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evils attending them, that you may have deliverance 
through _ Wy and e and lire to his glory. _ 


9 q And i it thall be aid in that de Lo, this 
i» our God, we have waited for him, and he 
will fave us: this / the Lord, we have waited 
for him, we will be glad, And Woke! in. n 4 


vation. 


The chorus rr by the redeamel. of 11 
are introduced, celebrating the praiſes of Jehovah,” 
for the deliverances they had already received, and 

the hopes they entertained of the/continuance. and i in- 
creaſe of his kindneſs toward them. In that day ; 
in the remarkable period fo which our prophet looked 
forward, wherein God ſhall. have —— the 
wonderful events for the falvation of his people, men- 
tioned in the preceding part of this beautiful hymn . 
Having vanquiſhed their formidable enemies, and ad- 
miniſtered ſuitable"telief to their neceffities; havin 
furniſhed them with the beſt proviſions, and preſented 
them with the moſt reviving proſpects; it ſhall be ſaid 
by the people of God, ad every where publiſhed 
vith gratulation and triumph, Lo, #hit is aur God, In 
humble dependence on the Father of lights, for direc- 

tion, affiſtance, and bleſſing, let us attentively conſi- 
der the import of the Finden language "Rte by | 
the church. 

1. Conteinplate the glorious object we are here in- 


ed 40 behold Lo, this is our Gad. The words er - 


preſs ſtrong emotions of pleaſure, admiration, 
joy, ariſing from the merciful interpoſitions aide in 
behalf of his people, whereby Jehovah manifeſted him- 
{elf preſent among them. Though God is inviſible to 


our bodily eyes, we behold him, when we ſenſibly di. 


cern thoſe viſible effects which cannot be produced by 
any other than his omnipotent arm. Wherever theſe 
effects are ſeen and felt; there is God, there the 


brightneſs of his glory ſhines, und there he demon- 
ſtrates 
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ſtrates his power and preſence... The church there, 
fore, having experienced his: gracious appeanince in 
their favour, point him out as their God. with 3 | 
they are intimately: connected; 25 Jehovah, from 


duſt of the eart 


„ * 


whom alone their elp doth come,” The ſurpriſing 
d events recited in this chapter, they aſcride v 
e Lord their God. If you inquire, in the words of 


Job, Where, and who is he, that maketh a feaſt ap 
all people, and hath ſwallowed up death in vidory? 
We reply, This is our God, the Lo 
This is our God, who hath entered £2 covenant 
with us, who hath avouched us to be his peculiar 
people; and hom we hape avouched to. be our 
God, and to walk in his way 
tween him and us, a reci caring re lation, a 
mutual tender affection, à pre vgs delightfyl inter- 
courſe, a moſt agreeable concord, and an intimate 


union of intereſt and defign. He is our God, and 


we are his people; - he is our Creator, and e are hit 
creatures; he is our Father, and we are his children; 
he is our Preſerver, and we are maintained dy him; 


he is our Deliyerer, and we are his redeemed 


His perfections, providence; , and p romiſes, are all 
united to promote the felicity and. Luvation © 472 thoſe. 
with whom he is thus nearly related, whilſt all their 

faculties are conſecrated to his ſervice, all their poſſeſe 


ſions and- influence are devoted to his honour.. 


* This is Fehovah ; the true and living God, who a | 


for ever diſtinguiſhed from the dead idols worſhipped 


among the Heathen nations, by the works which be 
hath done, and the deliverances that he hath 5 275 | 
This is the Lord, to whom there is none that can de 
compared in heaven above, or in the earth beneath. 
Jo whom will ye liken me, or ſhall I be equal, faith WY 
' © the holy One? Who hath meaſured the waters in 
© the hotlow of his hand? who hath meted out the | 
© heaven with a ſpan? who hath comprehended. the 
in a meaſure? who hath weighed 
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« fitteth on the- circle. of the earth | in 
« ditants thereof are As ; See All nations 
« are before him as nothing; and 


neſs of expreſſion !. Our prophet's imagination riſes 
ſuperior to every thing earthly, and mounts to the: 
moſt ĩnacceſſible e of the univerſe, This is 
the Lord, who is the boundleſs ocean of exiſtence,” 
from whom all created beings proceed, with the noble 
qualities they poſſeſs : the heavens, with all their lu- 
minaries; the earth, with its fertility; the ſea, with. 
its fulneſs; the philoſopher, with his penetration ; 
the ſoldier, with his courage; the artiſt, with his in- 
gravity ; the upright, with his conſolation. . . When 
old theſe deſirable objecta, we ought to ſays: 
' Lo, this is the Lord, who doth great things, unſearch- 
able, marvellous, and without number; our God, by... 
 vhoſe power we are preſerved, and in whole-falyatian. 


we be 


*, 


wo ee 1 


r d e hls e a Baas ane) 
equal to his grandeur and power. God is love. God 


lo loved the world, that he gave his only begotten. 
Son, that whoſoever beli 2 


_ periſh, but have everlaſting life. What an unpa- 


his painful ignominious death; and, in 
hold the 5 
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Ic they are counted by. 
Akim leſs than; nothing, and vanity,*,..; What. loft. 
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8 what) but divine love. could bave Accom- 
pliſhed ſuch a wonderfubextenſive/plan! God mani. 
Feſt, God manifeſt in the fleſh, in the likeneſs of fin- 
ful fleſh, in the form of à ſervant, obedient unto 
death, even the death of the croſs. This aſto oniſhing 
grace 'of our Lord, who, though once humbled, is 
now exalted; though once obedient, is now clothed 
with authority; thou 1 once dead, is now alive; is 
for ever extolled, with ſeraphie joy, by all the celeſtial 
inhabitants, and ought to be the frequent theme of 
our moſt ardent praiſesMeditate alſo upon the 
other pleaſing manifeſtations he hath given of his 
- mercy and grace, in TC all treſpaſſes; in 
pardoning the ſins of all people, committed 
. through 1gnorance, ws 8 even through ob- 
; ere rene wi er dis „in — og | 
in 175 together wit  Chrit, nd L. __ 
his kingdom—in admitting you — his f 
family, that you may enjoy the inſimable pr = 1 
tives of — beloved c bree conferri 3498 | 
| | his promiſed Spirit, and there forming 2 — 
. erfal — between fl you, as hath for 
— model, the union ſubſiſting between the Father 
and the Son. This high honour | Jeſus Chriſt re- 
queſted for you in his interceſſory Wa I pray 
that they all may be one, as thou, Father, art in me, 
© and I in thee *.* Such knowledge is too high for 
us at preſent: our faculties are too limited and.teedle, 
in this imperfect ſtate, to underſtand this ſublime 
ſubject: but the time cometh, when they ſhall be en- 
larged and invigorated; and we ſhall know, by happy 
experience, what it is, to be one with God, and with 
Jeſus Chriſt. - In the mean time, we ſay, Lo, this is 
our God, who, by a multiplicity-of ways, is preparing 
7A us afore unto this glory, which is to be revealed. 
2. Conſider the becoming 'exerciſe in which the 
church was 3 We have waited for him ; and 
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Again, 


which the ſaints had waited upon the IL. 
The Hebrew word whereby their employment 


| the Lord, more than they „ 


the morning, that, being relieved from the wateh, 
they may retire to reſt and fleep, of which they had 


uno. PROPHECIES oz ISAIAH. 37 
again, they repeat the expreſſion, We have waited for N 


him, The repetition of the words plainly intiniates, | 


the great earneſtneſs, and 


their 


prefſed, ſignifies, to hope, to expect, to lock 3 
with ſolicitude and deſire, and to depend upon. the 


viſhed · for perſon or object. It doth not properiy de- 


note any bodily labour, but the humble patient exer- 
ciſes of the heart, animated by faith in the providence 


and promiſes of God. In this employment, the royal 


prophet declared his eee continuance, not- 
vihſtanding diſcouragement and oppoſition: | 


J wait for the Lord (ſaid he), my ſoul doth wait, 
© and in his wood do 1 hope. My ſoul waiteth for 


5 ing *'+ b 
to watchmen, who earneſtly look for the dawning of 


been deprived during the darkneſs, ſolitude, and cold 
of the night. More particularly, this. duty i 
cludes—Earneſt deſire Lively expeRation,” Joined 
vith—Holy ſerenity of mind. I fay, 

Waiting for God comprehends, Earneſt deſires. As 

a ſervant earneſtly deſireth the ſhadow, and as à hire: 
bog looketh for the reward of his work, ſo, O Lord! 
faith the church, in the following chapter, we have 
waited for thee: the defire of sur ſoul is to thee) an and 
the remembrance of thee. Thus employed, t = 
thirſt for God, the living God, as the hart pantet 
for the water-brooks, that they may come and appear 


before him. Their ſouls long for God, with more 


ardent affection than did David for his favourite n 
Abſalom: they look more wiſhfully for his appearance 

in their hos than the mother of Siſera, when ſhe 
looked out at dhe window, expeBing- the n * 
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5 gg hope, that the Lord our God will ſeaſonably 
manife 
Pliſh his gracious purpoſes, and the promiſes of hi 


her ſon; and cried, Wny is his chariot ſo long in 


coming? why tarry the wheels of his chariot? Such 

fervent deſires, terminating upon God, are agre | 
proofs, that thoſe who feel them, are ſenſible of their 
relief, are 
fixed upon him, who they truſt will ſoon ſend them 


neceſſities; that their hopes of obtaining 
deliverance. It includes; Lively expectation. This 


is eſſential to the employment of waiting ſor God, 


and inſpires it with life and beauty. The devout 


pſalmiſt, therefore, thus encouraged himſelf: + My 
< ſoul, wait thou only upon God; for my expectation 


< is from him.“ In this exerciſe, we entertain the 


himſelf to us; that he will affuredly accom- 


word, notwithſtanding every intervening obſtacle. In 


all our ſtraits and neceſſities, we look, with humble 
confidence, to receive from him ſupplies fuited to our 


circumſtances, firmly perſuaded, like Mordecai, that 


enlargement and deliverance ſhall ariſe. In this man- 
ner, the all-ſufficiency and grace of Jehovah ate glo- 
Tified, whoſe compaſſion is equal to his power, and 


from whom his ſervants may promiſe themſelves more 


than they can deſire. He is able to do exceeding 


< abundantly above all that we aſk or think, accord - 


ing to the power that worketh in us. Such large 
expectations bring him, on whom they are founded, 
under ſtrong obligations to gratify them, that ſo he 


may demonſtrate his real goodneſs and beneficence 
to be equal to the high opinion formed of his libera- 

The Lord our God therefore : hath often more 
than fulfilled,” by extraordinary mercigs-and deliver- 


for him.—— With deſire and hope, are united Holy 


ſerenity of mind. The church, in the, book of 1. 


mentations, acknowledges, that it is good both to 
© hope, and-quietly to wait, for the ſalvation of the 
25 5 Ss Toh, Lord. 
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« Lord *.' In this conſiſteth the very efſence and vi. 
gour of this ſpiritual exerciſe, as it is written, — 1 . 
xxx, 15. of this prophecy: In quietneſs and conh- _ 

« dence ſhall be your ſtrength.” This facred tran- 

quillity of ſoul reprefles thoſe uneaſy diſquietudes, and 
tumultuous thoughts, which diſturb the mind, and 
unfit for the right performance of this, or any other | 
duty. It compoſes the ſoul attentively to obſerve of 
every ſymptom of the divine approach, every appear- — ' ; 
ance from which may be deduced favourable conſe- 
quences, and every opportunity that ought to be dihi . 
gently improved. - It gives a ſeaſonable check to that 
precipitation and haſte: which ſprings from uneaſineſs 
at our preſent condition, and from hurtful anxiety . 
about immediate deliverance. '© He that believeth, 

; * will not make haſte;' or, as the apoſtle of the Gen. 
| tiles interprets our prophet's words, he'ſhall not be 
t aſhamed s % w. ATE SS LA? SHRED Hg? 


In this manner, let us wait for God, even thougn 
he may tarry long, attentive leſt we fall into de- 
ſpondency, rife up in diſcontent, or Taſhly adopt - 
unwarrantable methods by which we think ſooner to 
reach our end. The Lord is good unto them that 
* wait for him{;* ſo good, that it is ſometimes bet- e 

ter to wait for mercies than to enjoy them. David 

| ſeems to have enjoyed as much of the divine favour, 

when he waited upon God for a kingdom, as he did 
after he was elevated to the throne of Iſrael. Thus 
employed, our beſt intereſts ſhall be happily promot- 


ed. We ſhall be kept humble in every condition; 

our thoughts ſhall be directed toward God: we: ſhall _ 

maintain cloſe dependence upon him; the COT, 
faith and hope, patience and fortitude, ſhall be im- 
proved: we ſhall renew our ſpiritual ſtrength, ang 
lack no good thing. Wait then upon the Lord, who 

vaits to be gracious; and therefore will he be ekalt- 
ed, that he may have mercy upon you. 
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- 3+ Attend to the aſſured confidence in God, which 
the church exprefled in theſe words, He will fave us, 

In every age, they have viewed the Lord as their 8a 
viour: to him they have aſcribed the praiſe of all the 
manifold ſalvations they have enjoyed, and to him 
they have looked for deliverance in ſeaſons of danger 
and diſtreſs. It is their glory and felicity, that they 
are.a people ſaved by the Lord, who is the ſhield of 

' - their help, and the ſword of their excellency *, 
 , Fhrough all the temporal deliverances wrought for 
them, they have looked forward to eternal falvation; 
and beyond all the faviours whom God -hath raiſed 
up to them, they have lifted up their eyes to God 
their Saviour, whoſe praiſes and glory they delight- 
fully celebrated. Salvation from iis hands of their 
enemies, which was doubtleſs primarily intended in 
the words before us, is employed as an image, to 
ſhadow out a ſalvation of an infinitely higher and 
more important nature. Theſe events are intimately 
connected together: indetd, the former is hardly - 
ever mentioned in this prophecy, without ſome in. 
timation being given of the latter, In this they 
triumph, that, though ſurrounded with. dangers, and 
aſſaulted by enemies, he, who is the hope of Irael, 
and the Saviour thereof in time of trouble, will be 
their ſalvation. © Had not the Lord been on our fide, 
when men roſe up againſt us, then they had ſwal- 

_ ©: lowed us up quick. Our help is in the name of the 
Lord, who made heaven and earth f. We will not 
© truſt in our own bow, neither ſhall our ſword fave 
us: but thou haſt ſaved us—thy right hand, thine 

* arm, and the light of thy countenance, becauſe 

thou hadſt a favour.unto us. In God we boaſt all 

© the day long; and praiſe thy name for ever and 
ever . Truly in vain is ſalvation hoped for from 
the hills, and from the multitude of mountains |. 
\ 1 
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In the words under conſideration, the people of 
God expreſs their firm confidence, that the Lord will 
fave them, not only with a temporal, but with a ſpi- 
ritual and eternal falvation. They expected, not only 
a deliverance like that which was wrought for their 
fathers, by Gideon or Samſon, but the eternal falva= 
tion of the Son of God. They entertained the afſur- 
ed hope, that he would not only reſcue them from 
the evils of this preſent life, and confer upon them 


mercies ſuited to relieve their neceflities, but that he  * 


would deliver them from ſpiritual and eternal evils, 


and exalt them to the everlaſting enjoyment of con- 


ſummate roy: fopticent6 All the manifold falva- 
tions wrought for them in the earth, they conſidered 

as flowing from him: but what they chiefly 'wiſhed 
to enjoy, and on which their hearts were fixed, was 
that ſalvation which is peculiarly from God, every 
way, and only his. Striking inftances of the truth 
of this remark occur both in the Old and New Teſta- 
ments. After all the wonderful interpoſitions which 
David, the ſervant of the Lord, experienced; he de- 
clared, that his ſoul fainted for God's ſalvation. And 
the apoſtle Paul, after the many extraordinary deli- 
verances he received, comforted himſelf, that the 
Lord would deliver him from all evil, and preſerve 
him to his heavenly kingdom. Under the leaves of 


temporal mercies, they looked for the fruit of the 


tree of life: they felt for a more excellent ſalvation. 
This was the great object upon which all their hopes 
and deſires terminated, without which nothing elſe 
could ſatisfy. Of this great ſalvation, the church 
here expreſs their confident and joyful expeQation. | 
The experience which they had, in times paſt, of di- 
vine mercy, opened to them a bright proſpect of future 
deliverance. They truſted, that he who had enlarg- 
ed them in diſtreſs, would have mercy upon them; 
that he who had delivered, would yet deliver. The 
concluſion was juſt, and well-founded, deduced from 
the immutability of God: whoſe hand is not ſhott- 
| | ; 77 . . ened, | 
El 


x 


| ened, that it cannot ſave; nor his ear heavy that it 
cannot hear,. With the Father of lights, there is no 
variableneſs ; in the ſpring of conſolation, there is no 
change: the more favours that we have received from 
God, the greater hopes we may cheriſh.” His affection 
and. compaſſion toward his people are unchangeably- 
the ſame. His mercies are ever new, and his com- 
penn not. His love is not like 6urs, a ſudden 
flaſh of affection, that is ſoon over: it is everlaſting, 
and changeth not. Indeed, the grounds on wich fait 
and hope are founded, admit not of any alteration. 
The nature, the name, the covenant, and the promiſes 5 ; 
of God, are always. the ſame, and endure for- ever; £ 
and, by theſe, the ſtrongeſt aſſurunce is given, that he 
is as able to ſave in time to come, as in times paſt. 
Beſides, the perfect mediation of the Son of God, 
his infinite grace and ability, encourage his friends, 
at all times, to expect, that the Lord will fave'them. 
4. Examine. the conſequent reſolution adopted by 
the church, We will be glad, and rejoice" in his ſulva · 
tion. Of all the objects which are ſuited to excite-joy | 
and pladneſs, the ſalvation of the Lord is the moſt 
excellent, and affords the beſt ground of exultation 
and triumph. The peculiar people of God are 
thereby delivered from the enormous load of guilt 
which they have contracted. By tranſgreſſion, me 
have forfeited all claim to the divine friendſhip: we 
have expoſed ourſelves to the wrath of God, that 
cometh upon the children of diſobedience; to dea 
and deſtruction, from the preſence of the Lord; and 
the glory of his power. To reſcue us from this aceu- 
mulated guilt, and obnoxiouſneſs to this awful pu- | 
niſhment, the Lord God ſent his only begotten Son 
into the world, to be the propitiation for our ſins. 
He laid upon him the iniquity of us all: in conſe- 
quence of which, he bare our ſins on his on body 
on the tree; he made his ſoul an offering for ſin; 
and died for our ſins, according to the ſeriptures. 
By this gracious interpoſition, he expiated the gull | 
SR .  *- 1ncurrea 
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incurred by all who receive his atonement, and hum- i 
_ bly rely on his mediation. ' Thus he taketh away the 
fins of — world; and © we obtain redemption through. 
* his blood, even the forgiveneſs of ſins, according to 
the riches of his grace this ſalvation, we 
are freed from the corruption and depravity of out 
nature. The carnal mind (faith the apoſtle Paul) is 
* enmity againſt God.“ It riſes in-oppeſition to hh od 
divine excellencies ; ; it refuſes ſub] 2 to the ho 
law of God; it withholds fi ſobmiſſon to the eng., 
tions of his providence and grace; it regards not his 
favour as the chief good, nor his glory as the ultimate 
end. From the dominion of this ſtrong corruption, we 
are reſcued by the rod of God's ſtrength, accompanied | 
with his Spirit, whereby he rules in the midſt of his 
enemies, and makes them his willing people in the 
{ day of his power. By his victorious grace, he de- 
livers us from vicious paſſions, ſenſua inclinations, 
and criminal practices, which are the effects of depra- 
'vity of heart. — renewed in the _ of our 
minds, we are fo for the practice of all goodneſs, 
and prepared for the eternal enjoyment of God in 
heaven. —By this ſalvation, we are Hewi deliver- . 
ed from the miſery and deſtruction which fin hath en- 
tailed upon tranſgreſſors. "Sin hm Lene f 
and wo over the face of the earth, Ayarice and am- 
bition, malice and diſcord, have diffuſed their baneful * 
influence into every nation, city, and ſociety. 
diſappointments, and ws with the are of death,” 
ae experienced ns of every rank, in every” | 
age, and - often. — the happieſt hours of life. 
Every habitual _— hath in his breaſt, the certain 
ſources of miſery, and frequent forebodings of future gt b 
anguiſh, From this wretched: condition, we are exe D 
vicated, when, being juſtified by faith, we have 2 & 
with God, through our Lord Jeſus. Chriſty and, de.. 
ug regenerated by the Holy WRT our e de. 
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fires are reſtrained, our minds are enlightened; o 
hearts are purified, and our conduct! regulated 1 
: | laws of God. By this happy Giange Are our ſtate and 
_- » temper, we are reſtored to the divine favour and re- 
| . we receive an 7 right to eternal 
ory; and commence our to the land of 
e where are fulnefs of joy, and rivets — 1 
ſures for ever more. 
| In this ſalvation, which is admirably: ſulted to our 
1 character and circumſtances, we dught, with the 
church, to be glad and rejoice. Out joy*thould far 
exceed the; joy of harveſt, ben the precious + 3. 
the earth are collected, and brought home in fafet 
and the Joy in war, when the conquerors divide 
pp. ils, and return in triumph to their country and 
iends; yea, all the joy that can ariſe from temporat 
. poſſeſſions, This joy ſhould be unſpeakable," and full 
of glory. There is ſomething ſo in the 
view "this falvation, that we ought to reite and 
exult in the glorious proſpect which it 3 | 
© Fre there ay of ou in this- affembly, whoſe con- 
Leiences are wounded by an affecting ſenſe of your 
_ fins, and the danger to wWhieh yeu ſtand expoſed; 
and who are deeply convinced of your infinite need 
of redemption? How delightful the tidings contained 
4 in the goſpel, of recovery from the puniſhment and 
.' dominion of fin, and reſtoration to the friendihip,: 
image, and enjoyment of God! The thoughts 2 this 
. falyation ought to make your hearts leap wich 
. Neſs. How ſeaſonable, how refreſhing,; the relief and 
_ conſolation which it adminiſters to thofe who- are 
broken in heart! Every ingredient in the ſalvation of 
tze Lord, opens the ſources of the pureſt, the moſt ſub- 
_ lime and rmanent” joy Let us then hearken to 
the voice that cometh ben Erbin the throne of God; 
1 _ which faith, Praiſe'our God, all ye his ſervantt, and 
© ye- that fear him, both ſmall and great. Let us 
unite our voice with that * of the great multitude, 


= which was like we voice of many waters, 72 qu 
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who, after having been long abroad, retu home, - 
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protecting hand 
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« yoice of mighty thunderings, laying, Alleluia; ; for 
© the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Let us be 
eee 20 


10 For in FAS e ſhall tie hand of 
the Lob reſt, and Moab ſhall be trodden down 
under him, even as ftraw i is Wee 1 for 
the dunghil. N 


The continuance 77 the divine has with the 
church, and the-agreeable proſpect of the entire con- 
queſt of their 2 enemies, are here mentioned, 


: or ways. the joy and triumph expreſſed in the 
TY is a Spirit; ; and therefore, 


Fx 5 ub {6 


| —— Tpeaking he bath neither hands, nor any of 


the parts which belong to human nature. Notwith- 
2 in alluſion ta the hand of man, which is the 
_ inſtrument of action, whereby he exerts his 
ength, the hand of God is often mentioned, to de- 

= is almig hty power, employed in behalf of his 
church to defend them from 40 0 to vindicate them 
from oppreflion, to puniſh their enemies, to cheriſh 
and wen them,, 2d liberally to confer upon them 
the moſt ſubſtantial bleſſings. In this mountain, 
whereof glorious things are predicted in the foregoing | 
verſes, bal the: hand of the Lord re/t, as the pillar of 


cloud by day, and the pillar of fire by night, reſted 


over the camp of Iſrael; or as the emblem of the di- 
vine __ reſted on the mercy-ſeat.. Ot the ex- 
preſſon may allude to the conduct of a traveller, 


and there. takes up his fixed refidends.: 

i God, which had for a long't e 
been withdrawn from his people, was to be again re- 
ſtored, to bleſs, defend, and 8 them, and to give 
them peace and tranquillity Let thy hand, O0 
Feen God be er e a to e us * We 
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Chriſtian courſe, until, having conquered all our ſi. 
ritual enemies, we arrive at the heavenly. Jeruſalem, 


9 the city of the living Gd. 

i And Moab ſhall be trodden down under him, &c, 

ö Moab was the name of the poſterity of Lot, by his 

| . eldeſt daughter, who poſſeſſed the land ſituated in the 

ll neighbourhood of Ifrael, whom they continually en. + 

ll deavoured to yex and haraſs. ' They were groſs ido. 

| laters, worſhippers of Chemoſh, their abomination; and 

lid were expreſsly prohibited from entering into the con- 

1 gregation of the Lord, even to the tenth generation. 

il Under this deſignation, agreeable to the prophetic 

|} ſtyle, may be comprehended, all the inveterate ene. 

ll - mies of the true Iſrael of God, who diſturb and an» 

ll noy them, and ſerve lying vanities. Concerning them 

* it is foretold, They fall be trodden dawn. This ez · 

Wl preſſion, with the ſimple e riſon by which it is ; 

4 illuſtrated, plainly intimates, the unprofitableneſs of a 

bk the people ſpoken of, the great contempt with which | 

ith they were to be treated, the irreſiſtible power where. 

4 by they were to be ſubdued, and the entire ſubjection 

ey | the entire f | 

1 to which they ſhould be reduced. 1 upon 6 

Wi; enemies denotes, their entire conqueſt by thoſe who, t 

il in this manner, triumph over them. Victoriout c 

| princes were anciently accuftomed to order the ry n 

Wi and great men, whom they had taken captive, io be 0 

laid proſtrate upon the ground, and to tread upon 1 

"1 their bodies, in token of the total conqueſt which a 

1 they had obtained. In reference to this practice, our Ir 

prophet foretels, that the adverſaries of God's people t 
ſhall be completely vanquiſhed, and entirely routed: th 
in proof of which, they ſhall be trodden upon]; not pt 
accidentally, as a man trampleth upon a ſerpent that 
is lying in the way, but as he treadeth on the ſtraw, Ki 
of which he hath the diſpoſal. As the love of God 6: 
triumphs over the unworthineſs of his people, ſo his . 


juſtice ſhall triumph over all the oppoſition of their 
enemies, who, according to his purpoſe, he will 2 


dhe ſimilitude by which the action is illu 
be that ſuimmeth ſpreadeth forth hit hands to ſuim 


b EEE. oa. et Met. oh on, IE" 7 
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his footſtool, However powerful and miiwerous their 


foes, though they are ſeated upon thrones, and hayr 


nations under their command, they ſhall certainly. be | 


reduced to a very mean ad deplorable 8 
11 And he ſhall rend forch his hands i in W 


midſt of them, as he that ſwimmeth ſpreadeth | 
forth bis hands to ſwim: and he ſhall brin 4 : 


down their pride, Wade en he 


their hands, +; 


| There is much obſcurity in this 1 The 1 


ing ſhort remarks will, I hope, throw ſome li br upon. 
it. Different opinions are entertained reſpecting the 
agent here ſpoken of; ſome ſuppoſing that God, and 
others that Moab, is intended. I have choſen the 
former ſenſe,” as the Lord is the perſon of whom the 


prophet ſpeaks in the preceding verſe, and in the lat. 
ter clauſe of the one now before us; though, I ac- 
knowledge, I- do not well perceive. the Tag. of 


extending his arms to their full length, and keep 


them in conſtant motion, he cuts the waters "wi his. | 


out-ſtretched hands, and renders the refiſtance he 


meets with. conducive to advance him toward the ob- 
ject he hath in view. Thus the Lord God was to 
kretch forth his hands upon the country of Moaby ſo © 


as to reach to the moſt remote corners, that he might 


inflict upon them thoſe defolating j ry wg 1 88170 
the : 


their pride ſhould be humbled. Al 


they were to make to theſe divine SR OR was Ay 9 | 
prove ineffectual for preventing their execution. 
And he ſpall bring down their pride, &c. We 


ated A 


1 


have heard of the pride of Moab, of his baught-, _ . 


' Heſs, and his pride *. *,” They were c proud, 
toward = 


even to a e and extremely ill 1 855 


+ ien xvi. 6. 


| FE: 
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the people of Judah. The p prophet Jeremiah declares, 
5 Me was their intoleridil arrogance, that — 
< magnified themſelves againſt the Lord *;* - "They 
were pulfed up with a vain conceit of their abilities, 
their riches, their ſtren th, and the other advange 
which they poſſeſſed. Indeed, it often happens, that 
5 who have little whereof to be vain, are the 
| proud and inſolent. This pride our prophet 
— the Lord God would bring down, and effec- 
tually humble, with the ſpoils of their bandit; the 
i and fortreſſes of their country, and the p proſpe- , 
of their kin dom——Thoſe who walk in pride, 
ben 10 able to abale. The pride of Moab was a ſure 
05 9 7 of their future Wenfel. God refiſteth the 
and, therefore, as faith' the proverb, The 
8 Pa of the proud ſhall be deſtroyed f. All the 
efforts made by perſons of this deſcri tion, to aggran- 
- dine themſelyes, ſhall be counteracted; and, ere long, 
1 * ſhall be clothed with ſhame. The truth before 
hath been verified with reſpe& to Moab, and in a 
Thouſand other inſtances. The prophecy was literall 
fulfilled by. the overthtow of the Moabires, and it 
Thall certainly be accompliſhed in all hole wap We. . 


Aer in this deſignation, e 


Buys Yo And the fortreſs of the high” fore of why 
| walls ſhall he bring down, lay 22 5 and Y 
to the ground, even to the duſt. EY 


| Another ground of the church's +] Joy i is 
expreſſed in theſe words.——lt is difficult to deter- 
mine, whether our prophet here ſpeaks of Heſhbon, 

a a ſtrong fortified city, that belonged to the Moabites ; 
or of Babylon, whoſe deſtruction he had foretold in 
verſe ſecond. After adducing a ſtriking inſtance of the 
_divine righteouſneſs, to be diſplayed in the overthrow 
35 of Moab, it ſeems not N e, thar 1 
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yerts to the ſubject with which this ſublime ode com- 
bel an in this view Iconider the Nee 
In elegant ppetical compoſitions, the ſubject that is 


treated is not always expreſsly mentioned, but is 


| often deſcribed by thoſe attributes, qualities, or cir- 

cumſtances, from which it may be known what is in- 
tended. Thus the royal poet begins his eighty-ſexentn 

Im: His foundation is in the holy mountains. 
Having meditated on the ſtrength, the beauty, and 
glory of Jeruſalem, and imagining the thoughts of 
thoſe whom he addreſſed to have been employed on 
the ſame theme, he breaks forth in this abrupt man- 
ner. Another inſtance occurs in the firſt verſe of the 
following chapter. And the fortreſs of the high fort 
of thy wall. The ramparts and the walls of Babylon 
were of ſuch great celebrity, at the time this pro- 
phecy was delivered, that Iſaiah might ſuppoſe, 'that 
the language which he employs, would point out, 
vith ſufficient certainty, the place he intended. The 
inhabitants of Babylon, therefore, he accods in the 
words before us, wherein he aſſures them, of the 
approaching deſolation of all their fortifications.—— - 
This prophecy God hath long ſince fulfilled, by Da- 
ius, the ſon of Hyſtaſpis, who diveſted that renown- 
ed city of its defence and glory. And the deſtruction 


ol literal Babylon encourages us to hope, that God, 


in due time, will completely aboliſh myſtical Babylon, 
which, in all ages, hath: been hoſtile to the intereſts 
of the church. The expreſſions, which are here ele- 

gantly varied, and repeated, when taken together, 


—- WW 


— 


ſtrongly repreſent the entire demolition, and utter 

deſtruction, of both literal and ee | 
In the overthrow of this laſt-mentioned' power, is 
comprehended the total ruin of the kingdom of Sa- 
tan, conſiſting in idolatry, ſuperſtition, pride, tyran- 


o 


ny, and cortuption of manners. ad 


r 1 . 


and faithfulneſs of Jehovah toward his church, and 
let us earneſtly, Pray for the accompliſhment of the 
| . Dc 9 a 

9 f 


{| 
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To conclude, let us joyfully' celebrate the mercy 
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> ye 
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ſurely periſn 4 off the earth. How 
God, whom the Lord hath choſen for his inheritance; 


Son was ſhed; for whoſe conſolation the holy Spirit 


turns kin 


who, after all the kingdoms of this 


- =Y — n= 


rr 
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exceeding great and precious promiſes contained in 
this book. However numerous and powerful the 
enemies of the people of God, and thoùqh, to human 
view, they may ſeem invincible, et oo, ſhall 


e, F 
happy, how honourable, the ſociety of ihe 0 


for whom he made the earth, and ſtretched” out hy 
heavens; for whoſe redemption the blood of his ow 


is dura employed; for whoſe benefit he over- 
doms and empires, and ſhakes heaven and 
earth! He hath given men for them, and people for 
their life; and ho renders the affairs of nations ſubſer · 
vient for promoting their ſafety and felicity. Blefſed 
fociety ! happy people! whoſe enemies l be found 
liars ; and who hall e chalet 2 


tinct, ſhall for ever reign in life, and — his 
praiſes, whoſe right-hand'is become glorious in 5 
whoſe iatn-hand hath daſhed in pieces the gh „ 
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1 the ſecond 1 er? this ſublime fi praiſe, © 
contained i in the chapter now before us, the fe ſerv- | 


| moſt grievous afiQtions ——They proclaim n the he hap 


pineſs of their condition, and excite 8 6 
place their confidence in the God of Iſrael, to which © 
by the important benefits they 


already enjoyed. 
the form of a public 
neſs of his judgments is celebrated, and the happy ef. 
ſects with which they were accompanied are xecount- 
ed. To all which, are ſubjoined ſeveral falutary ad- | 
vices to the. godly,. in which are directed pru- 
ently to compoſe themſelves, until the divine indi 
nation ſhould be over, and God would accompliſh 
their falvation.———This beautiful hymmn ſeems t 
have been ſung by two choruſes, compoſed of ab. 
. alternately replied to each other! It 
begins with a thankful acknowledgment of the im- 
ace benefits conferred upon the church, yer. 1, 
th gratulation and triumph, the gates of the 7 
of God are required to be ſet open to the faithful ſerv - 
ants of Jehovah, who were come out of great tribula- 
tion, ver. 2: The redeemed from among men, | 
next expreſs their faith and confidence in God, and 
invite their brethren to place unſhaken truſt in his 
power and faithfulneſs, rl. 6. In the confeſſion / 
made to God, reſpecting rene judgments, their | 


cauſes, their equity, and their effects are delineated, 


both with .regard to: the ri ghteous and the wicked, 


Ver. 7,19. he cf which is practical, is XN: 


written in the ſtyle of a hiſtorian, and modelled into 
the form of an N ſuited to the * | 


7 
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I. that day Gall this ſong be ſung in the land | 
will God appoint for walls and bulwarks, 


— 
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The time and the place in which this fong ſhould | 


be ſung, are particularly ſpecified. ——þ; that d 
wherein the ile of Ce through the divine 2. 
vour, ſhall have obtained deliverance from the great 

diſtreſſes in which. they had been involved, this ſub- 
lime ſong ſhall be recited in the aſſemblies of the 
ſaints, to expreſs their 1 ge to Jehovah for the 
mercies they had received. This delightful exerciſe - 
was to be performed in the land of Yudah, where the 
ſervants of God reſided, who confeſſed and praiſed 
his name. In Judah God was well known: in Sa- 
lem was his tabernacle, and his dwelling-place in 
* Zion*.” The tribe of Judah was remarkable for 
"adhering to the kings of the houſe of David, and 
cleaving to the worſhip of the true God, after the re- 
volt of the other tribes. * When Ephraim compaſſed 
5 God with lies and deceit, Judah ruled with his 
© God, and was faithful with his ſaints.” The 
church. therefore, in the prophecies relating to the 
New Teſtament, are often ſpoken of under this de- 
ſcription, Thus the prophet Malachi foretold, that, 
after the Meſſenger of the covenant would make his 
appearance, then ſhall the offering of Judah and 
< Jeruſalem be pleaſant unto the Lord as in the days 
« of old, as in ancient years 1. And, in the words 
under our conſideration, the land of Judah denotes, 
the country poſſeſſed by the peculiar people of God, 
who celebrate his praiſes, and rejoice in his ſalvation. 
Indeed, this ſacred ode is well: ſuited to the circum- 
ſtances of the church under the New Teſtament, 
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| attacks of every enemy. There is a 
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cient to perform whatever is required 
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who, with great propriety, may adopt it into the 
number of ſe rittal gs which they ng, with 
grace in their hearts to the Lord. 

We have a ſtrong city. The church, joyful i in the = 
deliverances which- God had wrought for them, 
triumph in him as their almighty ProteQor and De- 


' fence, and contemplate their ſituation under the beauti-  . 


ful figure of a ſtrong fortified city, proof againſt the 


in our prophet, not expreſſing the name of Jehorah in 
this periods. w_ eee y the Perſon of whom. 

he ſ is w. own by the deſcription. 
an . gives of him; iber 2 of other 
people were as much occupied with thoughts of him 
as his on; and that they were eq engaged 
in meditating on the felicity they enj in his fa- 
vour. In God, by whoſe power and proteBion. they: 


enjoy appeals ſecurity and perpetual fafety, they 


have a © As the mountains are round 
* about EF fo- the Lord is round about his 

people, from. henceforth even for ever *. | He is 
« their ſtrong rock, for a houſe of defence to faye 
them .. To. them God is known. for a refuge; | 
and in him they glory, as their fortreſs and: deliverer. 
Things are faid to be ſtrong, which have power fuſh-. 


or of 
them, and to ſuſtain. any weig t or nr is 
laid upon them. Transfer this idea of firength to the 
Lord Jehovah, who is the dwelling-place of his faints 


in all generations. In him they kind ſtrength for per- 
forming every ſervice aſſigned them, and for endun- 
ing every affliction laid upon them, as well as: ſafety 


from every enemy and danger. -I et us then, wha 
profeſs to derive all felicity and canſolation from pon - 


_ nettion with this ſtrong city, live together in unt 


and peace, and in profound ſubjection to the perieth 
law of liberty. 11 this. ſtate of complete __ 


® Plal. ee. 2. 5 rel mara. 
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formed by the Lord of hoſts, let us triumph in hie 
Salvation will Cod appoint for walls \and'bulwarks.. 
It is not affirmed, that the people of God ſhall be fe, 
but that ſalvation. itſelf ſhall be inted for walls 
and bulwarks. Jeſus Chriſt, who is God's ſalvation 
to the ends of the earth, and the Author of eternal 
' falvation to all who obey him, may be intended in 
tis expreſſion. He gives to his church all that ſafety 
Which they enjoy: and ſo completely defends them 
from their enemies, that no weapon formed againſt 
them ſhall ever proſper; nor ſhall the gates of hell 
prevail againſt them. Violence ſhall no more be 
heard in thy land, waſting nor deſtruction within, 
thy borders; but thou fhalt call thy walls Salvation, 
and thy gates Praiſe . Of the ſame import is the 
promiſe made by the prophet Zechariah: For (faith. 
< the Lord) I will be unto her a wall of fire round 
© about, and the glory in the midſt of her:. We 


cought, as we are called upon by the king of Iſrael, to 


tell the towers of Zion, and to mark well her bul- 
warks. Three of them at preſent riſe inta view, which 
merit our attention. 1. The watchful providence of 
God, which is thus beautifully delineated by his ſerv- 
ant Moſes: The land which ye go to. poſſeſs, is 2 
land which the Lord thy God careth for; the eyes 
of the Lord thy God are always upon it, from the 
< beginning to the end of the year 1“ 4. Another 
impregnable bulwark of the church, are the promiſes. 
of God, by which he expreſſes his good - will toward 
them in the ſtrongeſt and moſt comfortable terms: 
of theſe, the prophet Samuel gives a delightful ſpect- 
men: The Lord will not forſake his people for his 
« great name's ſake, becauſe it pleafed the Lord io 
make them his people ||.” 3. The laſt bulwar 
of the church which 1 now mention, is the ſpecial. 
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ence of the Almighty, which at once illuminates; 
—— and defends them; and diſpoſes them to. 
ſay with David, We will fear no evil; ” for thin: art 
« with us “.“ How noble the confidence infpi inſpired by 
the contemplation of fuel a ſure defenes, which the 
moſt ſubtile and powerful enemies can neither break” 
through, undermine; nor overleap?” If then you thin 
that you may ſafely conſide in it, as ſalliclents reſiſt 
the attacks of your adverſaties, come and bring 1 
7 you have iy theſe WY. 8, Lon in 0 * | 
rams e | 


2 pes yo the ee int its ee, 
tion which keepeth the truth may ü - 


Another chars is introduced; dem abe 
ſion to the faithful confeſſors of the truth, who were 
reſcued from great tribulation; not only into the 
earthly, but into the celeſtial city and temple of God, . 
that they might enjoy intimate communion 
him.——Open ye the gates. The call is addreſſed to > 
the perſons intruſted with ſhutting theſe doors againſt 
the unworthy; and of opening * — to thoſe who 
have right to enter through the gates into the city: ?: 
the watchmen, who are ſet upon the walls, and at ion 

gates of the city ; overſeers, paſtors, and-miniſters, 
lightened by the Spirit of God, and poſſeſſed of fo. 
ritual diſcernment, you are acquainted withathe cha. 
rafters and privileges of the ſaints ; and the celeſtial 
ſpirits, who ſtand at the yu: of the heayenly Jeruſa- | 
km, and miniſter to the of falvation. To them 
the requeſt is directed, of granting acceſs. to the 

righteous nation, into the earthly and s temp ple . 

of God. In Pfal. cxviii. hich bears fome ys 
nds to this ſacred» ode, the divine EY 


admiſſion into the courts of the Lord's houſe, by the 
gates of righteouſneſs, that he might g 80 in, and ire 
Far xxiii. 4. | 


. the 


\ 
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the Lord. The ſervants of God under the former 
diſpenſation, looked beyond things earthly and typi- 
cal, to thoſe ſpiritual and heavenly good things which 


they were intended to repreſent. Throug gates 
leading to the temple of God — mg David 
ſaw the gates of righteouſneſs, which lead into the 
bouſe of God, eternal in the heavens. It may not be 
improper to remark, that the Hebrew word tranſlated 
e alſo ſignifies truth. The words rendered 
the Sun of righteouſneſs, with equal propriety, denote 
the Sun of truth, or true Sun: in like manner, the 
gates of righteouſneſs, are the gates of truth, or the 
true gates; the facrifices of righteouſneſs, are the ſa- 
crifices of truth, or the true facrifices, which receive 
the divine approbation and acceptance. The gates 
which, I ſuppoſe; were chiefly intended here; were the 
true gates, which lead into the heavenly Jeruſalem, 
the city of the living God; though thoſe which were 
typical might be hkewiſe included. - To open theſe 
tes, is to give admiſſion to the citizens of Zion that 
is above, into the preſence of God, that they may en- 
joy delightful communion with him, and all the in- 
eſtimable privileges to which they are exalted. 
That the righteous nation which" keepeth the truth 
may enter in. The confeſſors of the truth, who had 
come out of great tribulation, are deſeribed by two 
characters intimately connected with one another 
The righteous nation, or, as they are elſewhere call- 
ed, the generation and the congregation of the righ- 
teous. ey are a nation, in as much as they are a 
numerous people, who live in dutiful ſubjection to 
the Prince of the kings of the earth, who participate 
in the glorious prerogatives belonging to the kingdom 
of God, and are governed by his perfect law of liberty. 
They are a righteous nation, having received abun- 
dance of the gift of righteouſneſs ; and, having their 
hearts purified by faith, they are admitted into the 
divine favour, and bring forth the fruits of righteoul- 
neſs, to the glory and praife of God, AM bich my 
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2h the truth. By the truth, ſeems to be meant the 


word of God, whereby the church is ſanctified; em- 


hatically ſtyled, the Truth, both in the Old and 
New W It comprehends the true and faith- 
ful ſayings of God; his divine law, with all the pro- 
miſes and threatenings annexed to it, which are 
worthy of the moſt undoubted crediz, and may be 
firmly relied on. An ingenious writer remarks, 


9 pheme: but the pious man knows, by evidence too 


« ſublime for their comprehenſion, that his affections 
« are not miſplaced, and that his hopes ſhall not be 
« diſappointed, by evidence which, to every ſound 
“ mind, is fully ſatisfactory; but which, to the 
humble and tender-hearted, is altogether everlaſt- 
« ing, irreſiſtible, and divine. Ihis ſacred truth 
they keep as 3 to their 
truſt; they lay it up in their hearts, they revolve it 
in their minds; they embrace it with their affections, 
they obſerve it as the unerring rule of their conduct, 
and keep it with their whole hearts, even unto the 


end. Here are they that keep the commandments 


© of God, and the faith of Jeſus f. — Such is the 
righteous nation that keepeth the truth, to whom - 
the gates of righteouſneſs- are opened. Seriouſly 
conſider, my brethren, if you belong to this happy 
ſociety. Do you love righteouſneſs, and do you fol- 
low after it? Do you know and believe, do you love 


nnd obey the truth? Do you delight in the law of the 


Lord, after the inner man; and keep his ſtatutes and 


_ judgments, and do them? Inquiries of this ſort, urged 


upon the conſcience, at proper ſeaſons, may prove uſe- 
ful, through the divine bleſſing, to bring you acquaint- 


ed with your ſpiritual condition, and to enable yqu to | 
aſcertain your right of being admitted into the pre- 
ſence and glory of God. Summon yourſelves to ap- 

| Fear before. the tribunal of your own conſciences: 


attend 


/ 


 * Beattie eon Truth) part i. chap, il. f Rev. xiv. 12. 


attend to the evidences peculiar to choſe who belong 


adduced, and from thence judge of your real charac- 
ter. By the right performance of this duty, v may 


church expreſſeth their confidence in him, and the 


in his power and faithfulneſs.———To' ſtay, is to wait 
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to the righteous nation, laid before you in ſcripture: 


mine into your own ſtate by the proofe which are there 


be delivered from perplexing fears: you may become 
lively and active in your Maſter's work ; and be diſ. 
poſed to wait, with have and patience, for the crown 
of righteouſneſs, that fadeth not aw. 
WAYS mor nt pit fant int le Ol 


boy 3 Thou wilt keep him in perfect Peace, whoſe 


wind is ſtayed on thee: becauſe he truſteth in 
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lively hope they entertained, of experieneing the ſe. 
renity and conſolation reſulting 2 truſt 


with fixed well-ſupported expectation; to maintain 
entire conſtant dependence upon him on whom we 
rely, as fully ſufficient to ſuſtain our hopes, and gra- 
tify our deſires, The mind is ſtayed upon God, when, 
after various agitations, it returns to him as its quiet 
reſt, firmly depending upon his all- ſufficieney, for 
every needful promiſed bleſſing. This is the happy at · 
tainment of the man that feareth the Lord, and delight. 
eth greatly in his commandments: He ſhall not be 
afraid of evil tidings: his heart is fixed, truſting in 


© the Lord. His heart is eſtabliſhed, he ſhall not be 


afraid.“ This is what the apoſtle Paul emphati- 
cally calls, © being rooted and built up in Chriſt, and 
the ſtedfaſtneſs of faith in Chriſt f.“ Of this ſtabi- - 


ne | 


lity, he elſewhere adduces the.patriarch Abraham, as 


a a remarkable inſtance : © He ſtaggered not at the pro: 
* miſe of God through unbelic ief 


but was ſtrong in 
„ Plat, cal. 7, . f Cal ü. 3. 7. 
| „ faith, 
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« faith, giving glory to God: and being fully per- 

— en Mat he had promiſed, he was ahl 10 
« to perform. The Father of the faithful well 
knew, that with God all things are poſſible: that his 
veracity was pledged for the accompliſhment of his 
promiſes; and, therefore, he was not diſcouraged by 
the difficulties which lay in the way of their fulfil. 
ment. His mind was ſtai — 5 | 
may enjoy this bleſſing, this happy temper, 
let 7 Comes and carefully review the ſure ad! 
upon which truſt in won —.— and — : 
clearly. to perceive adequate they are to 
our _ enlarged expectations. He whole Wind 
is thus ſtaid upon God, „„ 

Thou wilt keep bim in perfect peace. Peace may 
here denote, that undiſturbed tranquillity of mind; 
which ariſes from the enjoyment” of the ion of 
divine providence, the gracious preſence and enrich- 
ing bleſſing of God, with the abundant conſolations 
of the holy Spirit. This peace is digniſied with the 
_ charaQeriſtic of perfect, to expreſs its incomparable 
excellence, its happy influence, and endleſs perpe- 
tuity. It is the fruit of that complete righteouſneſs, 
which is emphatically ſtyled, the righteouſneſs of 
God; it preſerves its poſſeſſors oo d and ſerene, 
amidſt the greateſt ſtorms with which they may be 
aſſaylted. The tribulations of this world, the tempta- 
tions of Satan, cannot deprive them of this ineſti- 
mable treaſure. In me, ſaith Jeſus Chriſt to his 
diſciples, ye ſhall have peace. In the Hebrew 
text, the word peace is twice repeated, as you ſee in 
the margin of ſome Bibles. Peace is a pleaſant word, 
a deſirable” bleſſing; and, therefore, our prophet 
with pleaſure repeated it. By this repetition, he in- 
timates the certainty, the excellence, and abundance . 
of this precious bleſſing, with which they are favour-- 
ed, whoſe minds are ſtaid upon God; or, he e. 


„Nom. iv. 20, 21. 


vor. I. 37 | preſſes 


preſſes the internal tranquillity which they ſhould 0 


ſiſtent with the purpoſe and glory of God.——The 
reaſon is ſubjoined in the following words : Becauſe 
he truſteth in thee. The love and compaſſion of God 
will not ſuffer thoſe who confide in his mercy, power, 
and veracity, to continue in diſquietude and per- 
plexity, but will confer upon them the peace and jq 
of his ſalvation. He hath pronounced them ble 
that truſt in him; and, therefore, they ſhall be bleſſed. 
By his faithful promiſe, he ſtands engaged to preſerve 
them in the poſſeſſion” of holy ſerenity of mind; and 
he will not ſuffer his faithfulneſs to fail. Peace,” 
ſaith he, I leave with you: my peace I give unto 
© you; not as the world giveth, give I unto:you *.? 
The Son of God will not deal unjuſtly and decei 
with you, who are his diſciples, as the world often 


held by the uncertain tenure that you. hold the gifts 
which you receive from the men of the world. Truſt 
in God, and love his law; and you ſhall have great 
peace: you ſhall have both external and internal tran- 
quillity. The peace of God that paſſeth all under- 
"© ſtanding, ſhall keep your hearts and minds through 
< Chriſt Jeſus f. The God of peace fill you with all 
joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in 
© hope, through the power of the Holy Ghoſt f. 
Whatever may be your external eircumſtances, be 
aflured, that they that truſt in the Lord ſhall be ſaſe. 


4 Truſt ye in che Loxp for ever: for in the 


| Mankind, in their prefent ſtate, are truly indigent 
and helpleſs. We feel innumerable wants that we 


“ John xiv. 27. + Philip. iv, Tin 3Þ Rom, xv. 13· 
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perience, in conſequence of peace with God and their 
own conſciences, the external freedom from every 
diſtorbance which they ſhould enjoy, ſo far as con- 


does: nor are the rich donations he beſtows upon you, 
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are unable to ſupply, which, however, muſt be re · 
lieved, to render our circumſtances happy and com- 
ſortable. We ourſelves, with every thing around us, 


are precarious and uncertain. All our expectations 


from the creaturgs may fail, and be 2323 or 
our capacity for enjoying the bleſſings of providence 
may be ſuddenly laſt, by a thouſand accidggygs that we 
can neither foreſee nor prevent. In a mol view, we 


are ſtill mare indigent and dependent. Being tranſ- 


greſſors againſt God, we need mercy, to pardon our 
many aggravated iniquities 3 and grace, to ſubdue 
our powerful corrupt paſſions, to heal our diſeaſed 
natures, and to furniſh us for every good work. We 
are fooliſh, and void of underſtanding; and require 
inſtruction, to make us wiſe unto ſalvation ; we are 
liable to death and deſtruction, and cannot ſecure 
ourſelves from them for one day ; and therefore. we 


need deliverance from the fear of death, and the 
dreadful conſequences of diſſolution. It is evident 


then to a demonſtration, that the gracious interpoſi- 
tion of Jehovah is abfolutely requiſite, not only to de- 
fend us from evil, but to render our condition per- 
manent and comfortable. In ſuch circumſtances, 


convinced of our own weakneſs and inſufficiency, we 


ought to commit ourſelves unto God, who encou- 
rageth us to place our confidence. in his mercy, 


power, and faithfulneſs. The practice of this much - 


neglected duty, is frequently inculcated in the ſcrip- 


tures, by the moſt powerful motives, and animating 


proſpects. In this ſublime. ſong, the chorus of the 
redeemed, when celebrating the. praiſes of God, on 


account of the feaſonable ſupport they had received 


in time of affliction, and the happy ſtate to which 
they were advanced, warmly invite alł who hear their 
voice, to truſt in Jehovah. The fathers, who had ex- 
perienced the divine mercy, call upon their children, 
aſter their example, to place their confidence in the 
Almighty; the prieſts and paſtors of the people per- 


ſuade thoſe of whom they have the inſpection, to put 
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their truſt in the Lord; whilſt. the faithful of every 


deſcription, who had diſcovered the omnipotent arm 
of Jehovah exerted for their defence, Wurage one 


Truſt ye in the Lord, To truſt in the Lord, is, 
Spirit, and the mediation 

gy” the diligent uſe of appointed means, to 
ence in the Almighty, for direction in 
the way of life, for aſſiſtance in performing duty, for 
protection from evil, for ſupport under aſſliction, pro- 
viſioh in time of need, and the enjoyment of eternal 
falvation.. It is firmly to rely on him in every condi- 
tion, even the moſt adverſe, for ſaſety in danger, for 
the ſupply of our neceſſities, for the removal of evil, 
the beſtowing of what is good, and for ſafe conduct, 


of his So 


through all difficulties, to his heavenly: kingdom. It 
is to intruſt all our concerns, temporal and ſpiritual, 


into his blefled hands; and to refer all our intereſts 
wholly to his diſpoſal, who is able to: keep: the good 
thing that we commit to his care, It is to eaſt our 
burden upon the Lord, who alone can ſuſtain it; to 
run to him as our ſtrong tower, that we may be fafe ; 
to caſt all our care upon him, that careth for us; to 
reſort to him as our dwelling- place, and to abide un- 
der the ſhadow of his wings: — of the Lord, He 
is our refuge, and our fortreſs; our God, in whom 


we will truſt, Hence it appears to be compoſed of ; 


the combined lively exeSciſe- of faith and hope, diſ- 
playing their proper influence upon the temper and 


conduct. This ſagted confidence in God, ſtrengthens 


the mind againſt every oppoſition, fortifies it againſt 


every danger, and enables it nobly to ſurmount every | 
diſcouragement. It places a continual guard upon 
the heart; it fills the ſoul with ſerenity and peace; it 


repels the attacks of enemies; it preſerves from anxi- 
ous ſolicitude, as to futurity ; it alleviates the weight 
of afflictions; and renders thoſe who live under its 


influence, cautious and circumſpect in the whole of 
their conduct. It is a ſovereign remedy for every 


diſtrels ; 


diſtreſs; it diveſts temptation of its force; it gives 
ſtrength, under a conſcious ſenſe of weakneſs; and 
teaches to glory in infirmities, if ſo be the power of 
Chriſt may reſt upon us. It renders temporal bene- 
fits ſufficient to accompliſh the purpoſes for which: 
they were intended; and brings ſufficiency from God, 
to thoſe who, in themſelves, are inſufficient for any ' 
good thing. In few words, by truſting in God, we 
give him the glory due to his name, and derive from 
him the moſt ſubſtantial advantages therefore doth 
he frequently inculeate upon us. 

Truſt ye in the Lord. Jehovah ought to be the ſole 

object of our confidence, Better it is-to truſt in God 
than to put confidence in princes, in the greateſt and 

| beſt of men. Some perſons there may be, the ſince- 
rity of whoſe friendſhip we haye no reaſon to ſuſpect: 
their diſpoſitions toward us, however, may ſoon alter; 
and, though their friendſhip ſhould he continued, they 
may nat have the ability to do us good, which they _ 
fondly with to poſſeſs: and notwithſtanding they have 
both inclination and ability to ſhew us'kindnels, the 


may be ſnatched. away at the very time we „„ | 
need their aſſiſtance. Ceaſe, therefore, from man, . 


whoſe breath is in his noſtrils; and truſt in the living 
Gods, who giveth us all things richly to enjoy — 
Nor may we confide in worldly advantages, which 
are all fluctuating and uncertain, and cannot afford 
any permanent ground whereon to reſt our depend- 
ence. Some truſt in chariots, and ſome in horſes; 
ſome truſt in their bow, and ir ſword ; ſome in 
their fortreſſes, and armies ; ſome kruſt in thejr wealth, 
and boaſt themſelves.in the multitude of their tiches. 
All theſe are only frail props, that are inſufficient to 
ſupport thoſe who are ſo foolith as to rely upon them 
Remember ye the name of the Lord our God: truſt. 
in his mercy for ever, and not in lying vanities. . 
Nor yet may we truſt in ourſelves; in our natural - 
endowments, our acquired accompliſhments, our mo- 
ral qualifications, our church-privileges, or our reli- 
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'  gious performances. Neither birth nor beaury, 


to place our confidence, 
tremely precarious, they are vaworhy” to be ac- 


Cf 


;- 


ſtrength nor learning, neither prudence nor friends, 
nor even good eonduct, are run grounds whereon 


counted the bafis of hope and reliance. Beware then 


of truſting i in any of theſe things. 


Confide in the glorious perfeRions 2 Jokowh, 
Rely on his almighty power, who ſtretched" out the 
heavens as a curtain, and laid the foundations of the 
earth. He is the ſtrong and mighty God, for whom 
nothing i is impoflible, and who 1s able to do exceed- 
ing abundantly 'above all that we can afk or think. 


Our neceflities are many and great; our requeſts, 


however, may exceed them much: thoug h we aſk 
great things, yet our thoughts may be ſtretched be- 
yond our prayers ; but the power of God far tran- 
ſcends them alt, and can more than gratify our moſt 


enlarged deſires, and ſuſtain infinitely greater weight | 
than we can lay upon it. On this immoveable founda - 


tion, build all your confidence; and then, though 


the winds blow, ey the rain deſcend, and the ſtorm, 
beat, you ſhall not be moved ——Depend on his con. 


ſummate goodneſs, of which the moſt amiable repre- 


ſentations are every where given in the word of God, 
ſuited to convey relief ta indigent ſinful creatures. 


* The Lord is good unto all, and his tender mercies 
* are over all his works. I he Lord. is good, and; A 
* ſtrong hold in the day of trouble: he is good to, 
<. the l that ſeekzth him, and to them that hope in 


© his mercy.* Do not the ſolemn declarations of his 


mercy and grace, the exceeding great and precious 


promiſes of the goſpel, and, above all, the miſſion of 
his only begotten Son into this world, to be the pro- 


pitiation for our ſins; and the gift of the holy Spirit, 
to be the Comforter ; evince, in the ſtrongeſt manner 


poſſible, the exuberant riches of that goodneſs on 


which we ought to found our hopes. It were eaſy to 
ſwell this article by a large induction . ang 


] 


ing in themſelves ex- 


but 
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but I muſt not ſtay at preſent, to ſpeak of the other 
divine excellencies of Jehovah, on which we ought |_ 
to place an unſhaken confidence. Thoſe now men- 
tioned, may ſuffice as a ſpecimen of his all-ſufficiency, 
to ſupport and relieve thoſe who truſt in him. 
Rely on his kind providence. Every thing, in this 
preſent ſtate, is ſubjeQ to uncertainty and change, and 
therefore cannot with ſafety be depended upon. In- 
deed, there is not a ſurer way to diſappointment and 
vexation, than to form large expectations from the 
enjoyment of worldly poſſeſſions, and to promiſe our- 
ſelves their continuance with us. The beſt concerted 
ſchemes, the faireſt proſpects, are often blaſted, when 
| they were expected to give the higheſt ſatisfaction. 
Proſperity frequently leaves men, at the very time 
they entertained the moſt pleaſing hopes of its conti 
nuance. This uncertainty of all earthly things, which 
renders them unworthy of confidence, is repreſented 
in ſcripture by a variety of ſtrong affecting deſcrip- 
tions, that you would do well attentively to con- 
ſider. Rely then on the providence of God, which 
ſuſtains all the creatures in exiſtence, which ſuperin- 
tends all the affairs of mankind, and extends its pecuj- 
lar inſpection and care to the upright among men. 
His kind attention is more eſpecially fixed upon his 
faithful ſervants, as we learn from many paſſages in 
the record of God. The eyes of the Lord run to 
and fro throughout the whole earth, to ſhew him- 
ſelf ſtrong in behalf of them, whoſe heart is perfect 
* toward him *. The eyes of the Lord are upon them 
that fear him: upon them that hope in his mercy f. 
Ihe ſteps of a good man are ordered by the Lord; 
and he delighteth in his way j.' In every condi- + 
tian, then, commit yourſelves, with all your con- 
cerns, to his direction and protection, who preſerveth | 
and provideth for all his creatures, and who alloweth | 
not thoſe that truſt in him to lack any good thing. 


0 2 Chran. xvi. 9. + FAI xxxiii. 18. f PAL xxxvii. 23- | 
55 pes 1 


Pd 


A \ 


\ 


416 "LECTURES on vn Char. KXVI. 


Let every enterpriſe in which you engage, be begun 
carried on, and ended, in RL e) Lo on his 
providence and bleſſing,” g. 

| Depend upon his faithful promiſes. God hath been 

graciouſly pleaſed, not only to give us command. 
ments, to point out our duty; but he hath alſo given 
us promiſes of ineſtimable bleflings, ſuited to our cir- 
cumſtances and neceſſities. To encourage us firmly 
to rely upon them, he hath engroſſed them in his 
teſtimony, which cannot be broken. To give us the 
moſt inviolable fecurity for their fulfilment, and to 
covey the ſtrongeſt conſolation, he hath confirmed 
them by his folemn-oath : and beeauſe he could ſwear 
by no greater, he ſware by himſelf, that, by his oath, 
he might put an end to all ſtrife, in the minds of the 
heirs of promiſe. Having entered them in his ever. 
laſting covenant, which is well ordered in all things, 
and ſure, it is impoſſible that they can be either al- 
tered or diſannulled. For the mountains ſhall de- 
part, and the hills be removed, but my kindneſs 
© ſhall not depart from thee, neither ſhall the cove- 
© nant of my peace be removed, faith the Lord, that 
© hath mercy on thee.“.“ Heaven and earth ſhall paſs 
away; but his word ſhall in nowife'paſs ny until 
all be fulfilled. His people therefore, in all ages, 
have happily experienced his inviolable truth and 
faithfulneſs; who, according to his protniſe, hath 
on them all things pertaining to life and godlineſi. 

Truſt then, with unſuſpecting confidence, in the un- 

changeable veracity of God, pledged for the accom- 

pliſhment of his promiſes in due ſeaſon; * God is not 

* a man, that he ſhould lie, neither the fon of man, 

that he ſhould repent: hath he faid, and ſhall he 

© not do it? or hath he ſpoken, and ſhall he not 

Truſt ye in the Lord for ever. | There are ſome 

duties incumbent upon us at one time, which would 


„ Iſaiah liv. 10. + Numb. xxii. 19. Hs 


the temptations to which 
worldly poſſeſſions,” that he will 
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be very e 2 another. * — 2 God, i 
indiſpen ably requi ite at partici icular ons, thoug 
not = all png whereas truſt in the Lord, is 
required at all times. Hence the invitation runs 
thus: © Truſt in him at all times, ye people. This 
ſpiritual exerciſe is ſuited to every ſtate, though more 
eſpecially neceſſary in ſome cireumſtances wherein 
we are placed. Particularly, In proſperity, T"_ the 


candle of the Lord ſhineth upon our heads, and b 
his light we walk through darkneſs. Then ought 


we to truſt in the Lord, that he will guard us againſt 
| affluence may expoſe, that 
he will preſerve us from 22 our happineſs in 

iſpoſe us to be ſober 
and cheerful in uſing the benefits he beſtows, and 
teach us to conſider them as motives to patient cqnti- 
nuance in well-doing that he will enable us to che- 
riſh thoſe diſpoſitions, and to follow that line of con- 


duct, by which we may adorn the doctrines of Gd 


our Saviour.—In adverſity, when deprived of the 
comforts we enjoyed, and diſtreſſed with afflictions of 


various kinds, we ought to truſt in the Lord, that he 


will enable , us aright to conſider the ſources from 
whence they proceed; and to ſuſtain them with be- 
coming humility,-patience, reſignation, and fortitude; 
and make all our preſent, light, and momentary af- 
fictions to work for us a far more exceeding and an 


eternal weight of glory. Amidſt all our perplexi- 
ties when Gilt acta with doubts and difficulties, let us 


truſt in the Lord, that he will ſend forth his light and 


truth to be our guides; that he will make light'to-ariſe 
in darkneſs ; that he will teach us the way that we 


ſhould chooſe ; and, by his good Spirit, conduct us 
to the land of uprightneſs In every ſtage of life, 


when ſurrounded with dangers, and even in its con- 
cluding ſcenes, when death approaches, let us chetiſn 
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the pleaſing hope, that God will be ever at our right 
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| hand, and that he will encompaſs us with his fa. 
, your as with a ſhield ; determined, with God's ſerv- 
ant Job, that, though he -flay us, yet we will truſt 
in him. In this manner, truſt in the Lord for ever,— 
To recommend the practice of this important duty, a 
very powerful argument is ſubjoined in the latter part 
of => verſe, which I proceed to illuſtrate; ' ' 
For in the Lord Jehovah is everlaſting ftrength, or, 
according 'to the — 2 * the rock of 
ages. The prophet doth not ſimply write, the 
Lord is the rock of ages, but he prefixes a prepoſi- 
tion to the name Jehovah, which he uſed in the 
_ firſt part of the verſe. In this peculiar form, the ex- 
| = ion reſembles that uſed by Hoſea, where God 
aith, In me is thine help*;? and not, I am thy 
help. A learned commentator'+'obſerves, that the 
names here given to the Moſt High, are eſpecially ap- 
lied to him, when he is ſpoken of as the Saviour of 
bis people, who hath given ſome eminent diſplay of 
his grace and power for their deliverance; in pro 
of which, he refers to Exod. xv. . and Pſal. exviii. 5. 
Theſe names ſignificantly expreſs his dominion, 
power, and righteouſneſs, united with the moſt ami- 
able condeſcenſion and ou which are always il - 
luſtriouſly manifeſted in the ſalvation of his people. 
Hence we may conclude, that this glorious title juſtly 
1 belongs to the Son of God; the 81 2 One, on 
| whom our help is laid; the true Meſſiah, the Meſſen- 
is ger, in whom is the name Jehovah, the Author of all 
the temporal and eternal ſalvations enjoyed by the 
church of G.. et fn fot LIT! cf 2 | 
He is the rock ager; à firm, durable, and im- 
moveable rock, not made with hands; that cannot 
be injured without the moſt imminent ere n and 
which affords protection and defence to thoſe that 
|  fleeto it. This figurative deſeription reminds us of 
his eternity, immutability, and power, ſhewn in the 
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defence of his people; and is frequently applied to 


Hannah, and David, all uſe this noble metaphor in 
their ſongs . Jehovah is the rock of ages; the 
dwelling- place of his people in all generations, 
wherein they have found agreeable protection from 
ſtorms and enemies, . ſacred repoſe and tran- 
quillity, and been furni 
bleſſings and reviving conſolations. From his glori- 
ous all- ſufficiency, they derive plentiful ſupplies of 
every thing neceſſary to their real felicity. This hath 
been the high privilege of the upright ſervants of God 
in every period. When the patriarchs, Abraham, 
Iſaac, and Jacob, ſojourned in ſtrange. countries, in 
Egypt, in Gerar, and Padan- aram, wandering from 
place to place, the Lord was their rock and habita- 
tion. In all their journeys, and in all their troubles, 
God provided for their ſafety. When their poſterity 
vas in Egypt, he gave them the land of Goſhen for 
their reſidence; in the wilderneſs, he made ample 


proviſion for their neceſſities: his preſence attended 
them, and he gave them reſt. Thoſe ancient worthies, 
who had no certain dwelling-place, and wandered 


about in deſerts and mountains, had the Moſt High 


for their rock and fortreſs, in whom they always 


found refuge. Hath the Lord Jehovah, been the 


with the moſt important 


rock of paſt ages, and hath: this been his memorial, in 


the church, through every period ? then may ye juſtly 


conclude, that he will ever continue to be all that to 


his people which he hath been to them in times paſt. 


The immutability of his nature, the perpetuity of his 


love, his grace and mercy that faileth, never, give 


comfortable aſſurance, that thoſe who now truſt in 
bim, ſhall enjoy the ſame, and greater benefits, than. 


| thoſe who confided in him in times paſt. 


i 


J 
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him in thoſe beautiful odes, in which the high praiſes - 
of our Redeemer is celebrated by the ſaints. » Moſes, .. 
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In the Lord Jehovah is engtb. Once and again 

have we heard, that den 2 

- originally, effentially, and independently belongs to 

him. If we ſpeak of ſtrength, Lo, he is ſtrong. By 

the word of his power, he at firſt created, and ſtiſt 
upholdeth all things: he f and it was done; he 


geth unto God: it 


commanded, and it ſtood faſt. What an aſtoniſing 


diſplay doth Jehovah give of his power, in governing, 
according to his pleaſure, angels who excel in ſtrength, 
men who are puffed up with pride, and devils who 
are poſſeſſed of a principle of reſiſtance, invincible by 
any other than divine power! Whatſoever the Lord 
< pleaſed, that did he in heaven, and in earth, in the 
© ſeas, and in all deep places“ What memorable 
inſtances of irreſiſtible ſtrength, on ſome occaſions, 
hath he exhibited, by counteracting the courſe of 


nature; drying up the waters of the Red Sea, to 


make a way for his people; arreſting the ſun in the 
midſt of heaven, fo that he haſted not to go dounñ for 
about a whole day, that they might have time com- 
pletely to vanquiſh their enemies; preſerving Sha- 
drach, Meſhech, and Abednego, from being hurt in 
the midſt of a burning fiery furnace; ſhutting the 
mouths of the lions, into whoſe den the prophet Da- 
niel was thrown ! - Beſides theſe, many other inſtances 
might be mentioned. What glorious demonſtrations | 
of omnipotent ſtrength hath he preſented to view, by 
the redemption of the church, the ſucceſs of the go- 
ſpel, the converſion of the nations! and what rich ma- 
nifeſtations of the exceeding greatneſs of his mighty 
wy hath he given, in his working in them that be- 
lieve+! Truſt then in the Lord, who is clothed with 
ſtrength. ' Let your confidence in his power and faith- 


fulneſs be confirmed and eſtabliſhed; by the contem- 


plation of theſe, and other exertions of omnipotence. 
Amidſt all_the obſtacles that diſcourage you, the 
diſtreſſes that aſſail you, the weakneſſes, temptations, 


„Pill. exxxv. 6. , + Eph. i. 19, 20. 
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and dangers wherewith-you may be embarraſſed, con. 
fide in the almighty Saviour, who is able to ſubdue - 
all things unto himſelf, that he will perfect ſtrength... 
in your weaknels, and make you more than con- 
? In the Lord Jehovah is everlaſting ſtrengthb. Human 
wer is extremely limited, and foon decays. Men 
who are able to aſſiſt their friends at one time, may 
be totally unable to help them at another, when the 
ſtand as much, or more, in need of their aid. Man's 
ability to aſſiſt and relieve his fellow. creatures, is of 
hort duration; whereas the ſtrength of Jehovah is 
all. ſuffcient and eternal. It continues for ever inva- 
riably the ſame: it is not in the leaſt | impaired by 
exertion : His hand is not ſhortened, that it cannot 
© ſave; neither is his ear heavy, that he cannot hear.“ 
His power, like himſelf, is from everlaſting to ever - 
lating, without any variableneſs or ſhadow of turn- 
ing, ever ready to be employed in behalf of them that 
truſt in him. Haſt thou not known, haſt thou not 
heard, that the eternal God, the Lord, the Creator | 
of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is | 
* weary *?* Our fears of change, in the diſpoſitions - * .- 
of a friend, often prevent from placing an unſuſpect- | 
ing confidence in his kindneſs; but no ſuch appre- 
benſions can be entertained with reſpe& to God. 
The immutability of his nature puts him infinitely 
above every ſuſpicion of change, and encourages us 
to continual truſt and dependence upon him, This 
divine attribute ſheds a luſtre on all the other perfec- 
tions of Jehovah: it adds unſpeakable glory to his 
love and veracity; and forms an immoveable ſtay, 
whereon our truſt and confidence may for ever reſt. _ 
He is not ſubject to the leaſt decay: his nature can 
never change: his excellencies admit of no alteration; 
nor can his ſtrength be at all diminiſhed, — Thus 


5 
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have I explained the nature of truſt in the Lord, and 

the argument whereby it is here enforced.  * 
That I may proportion this diſcourſe, not to the 
extent of the ſubje&, but to the length of theſe exer. 
_ cifes, I ſhall not enlarge. Permit me, however, ſo. 
lemnly to call you te truſt in the Lord, who can 
ſupply all your wants, who can forgive all your ſins, 
vanquiſh all your corrupt paſſions, and give you vic- 
tory over all your enemies. He can furniſh you for 


every good work, ſuſtain you under the preſſure of 


affliction, and exalt you to immortal felicity. . Do 
not 877 his infinite power and goodneſs, as did 

Iſrael of old: think not that you would be guiky of 
preſumption, did you expect to obtain the glorious 
privileges that God conferreth upon his peculiat 
people, if pou truſt in his mercy and power. Recol- 
le& what he hath done in the world, for the church, 
and for yourſelves; and thereby be, encouraged to 
commit your way unto the Lord. Bleſſed is the 
man that maketh the Lord his truſt ; and reſpecteth 
not the proud, nor ſuch as turn aſide to lies“ 

To conclude, let every Chriſtian adopt the language 
. appropriated by Jeſus Chriſt to bimfelf, in the. laſt 


| moments of his life: In thee, O Lord, do I put my 


* truſt, let me never be aſhamed; deliver me in thy 
© righteouſneſs 4.” Theſe words, with what follows 
them, inform us of the thoughts that paſfed' in the 
mind of our dying Saviour, during his excruciating 
ſufferings. What a noble ſpeQacle! what an illuſ- 
trious example of filial confidence, - and unſhaken 
_ truſt, in his heavenly Father! He ſuſtains all his ago- 
nies with calm reſignation ; he cloſes his life with an 
affectionate recommendation of his ſoul unto the 
hands of Jehovah, and a joyful aſſurance of a glorious 
reſurrection. This is dying, indeed, in a manner 
worthy of our great Redeemer. Let us endeavour 
to become intimately acquainted with this compat- 
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imitate him, that, with like truſt and reſignation, we 
may paſs through life, and the pe of the ſhadow 


of death, into the preſence of our heavenly Father, 


where are fulneſs of joys, and. rivers of pleaſures, for 
ever more. Cas ng EE att 


E 


5 J For he bringeth down them that dwell | 


on high, the lofty city he layeth it low, he lay- 


o 


eth it low, even to the ground, he bringeth it 


Theſe words contain a powerful argument, intend- 
ed to excite the church to truſt in the Lord: it is 


deduced from the certain triumph which they ſhall. 


enjoy over their proud enemies. The inhabitants of 
Babylon ſeem to be the people which are deſcribed 


as dwelling on high. They were remarkable for their 


pride and haughtineſs, and their deteſtation of the 
people of God, whom they vexed, led captive, and 
oppreſſed; and therefore may be juſtly conſidered 


s repreſenting the enemies of the church of God in 
all ages, who poſſeſs the ſame tempers, and follow 


the ſame line of conduct. Great Babylon, ſpoken of 
by the prophet in the preceding chapter, ver. 2. and 


12. which was ſurrounded by very high walls, was, 


| ſuppoſe, the lofty city, whoſe overthrow. is here 


low, even to the ground: he demoliſhed its broad and 


high walls; he broke in pieces the gates of braſs; 
he ſwept it with the beſom of deſtruction ;. he con- 
verted it into pools of water, and made it a poſſeſſion 
for the bittern. In the deſolation of this ſtrang 


city, we behold an image of the complete deſtruction 
of all the implacable enemies of the church of God, 
who ſhall aſſuredly be brought down to the duſt, to 


the loweſt and moſt] contemptible ſtate., Thus doth 
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| fionate Saviour, and mighty Conqueror; and look to 
him, who hath ſhewed us how to live, and how to 
die, for the grace of the holy Spirit, to enable us to 


— 


predicted. This ſuperb city the Lord Jehovah Haid 
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2 who went round them, blowing with rams 
orns. Three hundred men, under the command of 
Sideon, vanquiſhed the numerous hoſts of Midian. 
Ihe gates of Babylon were opened to Cyrus, at the 
| head of an army of Medes and Perſians, who regard- 
: ed not filver, nor delighted in gold; and, by this 
eevent, the prediction before us was literally fulfilled. - 
5 1 apprehend, however, that the poor and needy, 
chiefly intended in this verſe; are the ſubjects of Meſ. 


rde chorus of the ſaints begin their confeſſion.of I © 
the rectitude of divine diſpenſations, and the equity the 
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The character of juſt; or righteous, is often given to 
good. men in ſcripture. Noah, Simeon, Cornelius 
and many others, have this honourable teſtimony 
given to them, that they were righteous. It is writ- 
ten concerning the people of God in general, that 
 « they ſhall be all righteous .“ They are juſtified, 
not by the works of the law, baby the faith of Jefus _ 
Chriſt, through whoſe righteouſneſs they are pardon-, - _ 
ed, and accepted. of God f. Their hearts are alſo pu- 
rified by faith, to obey the truth through the Spirit; 
and thus they are furniſhed for every good work. 
Knowing, that not the hearers, but the doers of the 
law, are juſt before God, they have a reſpect to all 
his commandments; and obſerve his precepts dili- 
gently with their whole hearts, even to the end. 
Like * Zacharias and Elizabeth, they are righteous be- 
© fore God, and walk in all his commandments and 
* ordinances blameleſs * — he way of the juſt, 
comprehends their whole temper and conduct; their 
thoughts, words, and actions, throughout the various 
circumſtances and relations in which they are placed 
by divine providence. It includes all the duties re- 
quired by divine authority, by the faithful perfor=  - 
| mance of which, we proceed in the path of life, that 
leads to the heavenly and better country. This way - 
is extolled on account of its uprightneſs. The form 
ol expreſſion here uſed, is much more forcible and 
elegant than if it had been ſaid, the way of the juſt is 
upright. It highly merits this deſcription, as it is 
pointed out by the Lord, who is upright, and in 
vhom there is no unrighteouſneſs: it is a plaih path, 
perfectly free from all perverſity and crookednefs ; 
+ and the juſt walk in it with undiſſembled ſinceritx 
and truth. They are upright in their hearts, in their 
converſation, in their commerce and promiſes, indeed. . 
un their whole conduct, ſo that, with great propriety, 
their way is ſaid to be uprightneſs. They rejoice 
* Ifaiah k. 21. f Gal. fl. 16. f Lake i. 6. 
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therefore in the teſtimony of their conſciences, that, 


_* wiſdom, hut by the grace of God, they have theit 
c © converſation in the world“. — Take heed, my 
brethren, that your way, like the path of the juſt, be 
uprightneſs. Unleſs you are fincere and upright, all 
that you ſay, all that you do, all that you fo er, will 
avail you nothing, before that God, who hath plea- 
| ſure in uprightneſs, and beholds the upright with a 

leaſant countenance. Suppoſe that you attend regu- 

[arty on the inſtitutions of cin worſhip, ſuppoſe 
that you are juſt in your tranſactions with one ano- 
ther, and careful to avoid many evils, yet if you are 
not upright in what you do, you will be rejected by 
him, who hateth the deceitful as well as the bloody 

Thou moſt upright, If the way of the juſt is up- 
rightneſs, how much more, O Lord, are thy ways, 
and thy judgments! In this amiable character, God 
is celebrated by his ſervant Moſes, in that ſublime 

ſong, recorded Deut. xxxit. © He is the Rock, his 
© work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: a 
'* God af truth, and without iniquity, juſt and right 
5 is he f.“ By this defination; Jovereb xbibia him- 
felf truly lovely and venerable ; the fountain of all pu- 
Tity, veracity, benignity, righteouſneſs, and fidelity, 
on whom his people may fafely place all their Hope 
and confidence, Contemplating him in this view, 

the royal prophet deduced a moſt comfortable con- 

_ clufion from this truth : Good and upright is the 

Lord: therefare will he teach ſinners in the way. 
It repreſents him as unchangeable in his counſels, | 


true to his promiſes, righteous in his diſpenſations to- a 
ward the children of men, and fincere in the reve- A 
lations that he giyes them of his will. In all his com- tl 
munications with us, he acts with the utmaſt can. dj 


| dour and plainneſs, fully informing us of the bet and 
22 Cor. i. 12. + Deut. xxii.4q. 1 Plal 4. 8 
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the worſt of our condition, what we are by nature 


and practice, what we ought to be through his mercy - 


and grace, and what we may expect to receive from 
his juſtice and righteouſneſs, We ought therefore 
with pleaſure to adopt the words of the king of 
Iſrael: * Righteous art thou, O Lord, and upright 


_ ® are thy judgments.” : 


Thou deft weigh the path of the jut. This acknow 


| ledgment correſponds with the proverb, which faith, 


The ways of man are before the eyes of the Lord, 
and he pondereth all his goings *.* Hannah, in 
her prayer, uſed ſimilar language: The Lord, faid 

* ſhe, is a God of knowledge, and by him actions are 
* weighed f.“ All perſons, and all events, fall under 
his immediate inſpection: he hath perfect knowledge 

of them, and with the ſtricteſt equity determines with 
reſpect to. them. He doth more: he weigheth the 
actions of men; he puts them into his juſt balance, 
and examines their weight, He takes exact cog- 
nizance of all the cireumſtances with which they are 
accompanied 2 he obſerves them with ſuch a cloſe at- 
tention as a perſon beſtows on an important intereſt. 
ing ſubject, which he ponders in hig mind; or as he 


| looks at the balance in which he weighs ſome valu. 
able article, He not only conſiders the ſtate of indi- 


viduals, but that of nations and kingdoms; he in- 
formed king Belſhazzar, Thou art weighed in the 
* balance, and art found wanting.“ With peculiar 
exactneſs, he weigheth the path of the juſt, The im- 
port of this beautiful and elegant ſentiment ſeemg to. 


be this, Thou who art righteous in all thy ways; and 
juſt and true in all thy works, aQeſt toward thy juſt 


and upright ſervants, in whatſoever befalleth them, _ 
according to the ſtricteſt equity and goodgefs. In all 
the afffickions wherewith they are viſited, in all the 


diſpenſations of thy ptovidence toward them, thou 


ordereſt all things reſpeQing them with conſunimate - 


Prov. v. 217. 15 Sam. i. 3. 4 Dan. v. 27. | 
« | righteouſneſs, 
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righteouſneſs ——The ways of the Lord are right, 
and the juſt ſhall walk in them. Though, to the 
proud and contentious, they may ſeem perverſe and 


unequal, yet, by the juſt, they are always acknow. 


ledged to be righteous and holy, even when they ap. 
| unſearchable; and, in theſe ſtraight and onward 

paths, which they have choſen, they walk with inte, 
grity and delight. In the whole of our progrels then, 
et us remember, that, though men neither know our 
hearts, nor conſider our ways, yet God obſerveth and 


weigheth them. He ſearcheth our hearts; he trieth 
our reins; he pondereth our paths; he ſeeth not only 


_ "our actions, but he obſerves from what principles 
they proceed, and to what ends they are directed; 


and, therefore, we ought always to act as under his 


immediate inſpection. 


0 8 Yea, in the way of thy judgments, OLoxs, 
have we waited for thee; the deſire of our ſoul 


_ zs to thy name, and to the remembrance of thee. 


Full perſuaded of the love, the righteouſneſs, and 
faithfulneſs of God, in his afflictive diſpenſations, the 


church is here introduced, expreſſing their conſtant de- 
ndence upon God, and their ardent affection toward 


im._—l explained the import of waiting for God, 
when treating ver. 9. of the preceding chapter. To 
What was then ſaid, I only add, that they waited for 


the Lord, expecting to receive the e ee of 
$ 


his providence, the manifeſtations of his favour, the 
communications of his Spirit, the diſplays of his glo- 
ry, the pledges of his preſence, the accompliſhment of 


his promiſes, the anſwer of their prayers, and his di- 
rection and countenance in duty, Convinced, that in- 
finite wiſdom would embrace the moſt proper ſeaſon 


for interpoſing.in their behalf, they patiently waited 


for the exertions of his power and grace for their ſal · 


vation. Even in the way of thy judgments, O Lord. 


The judgments of God ſometimes denote in . | 
en n bs" 
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his laws, ſtatutes; and commandmen ents, In this ſenſe. 
the word ſeems to be uſed, where God thus ſpeaketh. 
by the prophet Malachi: * Remember ye the law f 
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Moſes my ſervant, which I commanded unto him 


in Horeb for all Iſrael, with the ſtatutes and judg- 
ments *.” If this is the meaning of the word here, 
the expreſſion imports, that the church waited upon 


God in the way pointed dut in bis word, faithfulx 
keeping his teſtimonies, and diligently performing 

, every commanded duty. They appeal to God, that 

they had been thus employed, whilſt they expeted . 


he would appear for their relief. They had not be- 


come remiſs in love to God, and in deſires to pleaſe 
him: on the contrary, their afflictions produced the 


moſt ſalutary effects on their temper and conduct. 


The judgments of God ſometimes ſignify alſo, the af- 
fictions and calamities with which in righteouſneſs - 


God viſits men, on account of their tranſgreſſions. 
This is the meaning of the word in ſeveral places 
both of the Old and New Teſtaments. According to 
this interpretation, the words import, that the holy 


confeſſors of the truth, in the time of diſtreſs and per- 
ſecution, ſatisfied that all God's ways are juſt and 
right (amidſt the calamities which they ſuſtained one 
after another, ſo that his way toward them became 

a way of judgments) looked with expectation to that 


deſirable period, when, after having in faithfulneſs af- 
ficted them, he would work their deliverance. _— 


Let us learn humbly and patiently to wait upon God 


for his promiſed mercies, not only in the pleaſant ſea- _ 


ſons of proſperity and tranquillity, but in the dark 


and ſtormy ſeaſons of adverſity. Let us beware leſt, 
through weakneſs and impatience, we fall into de- 
ſponding and fretfulneſs; leſt, through pride and ar- 
rogance, we grow weary and impatient ; leſt ſelf- love 
and ſelf-conceit ſeduce us from faithful dependence - _ 
upon God. To wait upon God, even when he cor- + 
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rects, and makes his billows, in quick ſucceſſion, to 
| paſs over our heads; to turn to him when he ſmites, 
as well as when he heals; gives comfortable evidence 
of the reality and power of divine grace. 
The defire of our ſoul is to thy nume, and 10 the re. 
membrance of thee, Deſire is love in motion, after 
ſome object apprehended to be _ which is not 
preſently enjoyed. It admits of different degrees; 
and increaſes in proportion to the appretiated value 
of the object on which it terminates, and its ſuppoſed 
importance to our happineſs. There are ſome things 
which we are indifferent whether or nat we poſſeſs: 
there are others that we highly eſteem, and ardently 
wiſh to enjoy; and theſe laſt mentioned, exeife tho 
ftrong deſires which may be called, the defires of our 
ſouls.—— By the name of God may be here meant, | 
thoſe amiable titles, divine attributes, and admirable 
diſcoveries, - which he hath given of himſelf in his 
word and works. It may eſpecially denote, thoſe glo- 
rious characters whereby God anciently revealed him- 
ſelf to his ſervant Moſes, and his people Iſrael, under 
the Old Teſtament, Among theſe, may be reckoned 
the following auguſt titles, which were aſſumed by 
Tehovah: I am that I am; the almighty God; the 
Lord God of thy fathers; the of Abraham, 
Iſaac, and Jacob; the Lord God, merciful and graci- 
ous, long-ſuffering, abundant iti goodneſs and/truth, 
forgiving iniquity, tranſgreſſion, and ſin, and that 
will by no means clear the guilty, - Theſe ſacred 
names of the Moſt High were to the church of old, 
as ointment poured forth, 'moſt fragrafit and refreſh- 
ing; and, therefore, they were earneſtly defized by 
his ſervants. They intenſely longed after larger com- 
munications of his mercy, the more full enjoy ment 


of his favour, and the more complete fulfilment 3 


His promiſes; of which remarkable inſtances occur in 
the forty-ſecond and ſixty- third pſalms. And 1e 
the remembrance of thee, Even the juſt, whoſe defires 


are to God's name, do not always n 
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- their minds are often, occupied with other objects, to 
ei for the 


which it is neceſſary m to attend; ſtill, how- | 
ever, they remember him above all created enjoy- 

ments. With pleaſure they recolle& his perfections 
and providences, his inſtructions and promiſes, which 
they lay up in their hearts as a precious treaſure, In 
ſome ſeaſons they may,' no doubt, remember him, and 
be troubled with perplexing fears and diſquietudes. 
To diſpel this uneaſineſs and timidity, they ought to 
call to mind the years of the right hand of the Moſt 


High, his works and his wonders of old, with his 


former loving-kindnefſes. Perhaps more may be in- 
tended by this expreſſion than I have yet ſuggeſted. - 
The upright, remembering the name of God, and 
the benefit they derived from the pleaſing recollec - 


tion of it, were ſolicitous that his memorial might be 


tranſmitted with honour to future generations, and 
that the people might praiſe him for ever and ever. 
This delightful exerciſe ought to conſtitute a part of 
our daily employment, would we be like-minded with - 
the people of God in former ages. Ons: 


9 With my ſoul have I defired thee in the 


night, yea, with my ſpirit within me will I ſeek. 


thee early: for when thy judgments are in the 
earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn 
righteouſneſs. | HSE RES 8 og Yee One, 


How ſtrong, how vehement, the affection for God, 


which our prophet, perſonating the church, expreſſes 


in theſe words. The employment deſcribed in the 
firſt part of this verſe, is the ſame that was mentioned 
in the preceding. The repetition ſerves to intimate, 


the ardour and continuance with which it was per- 


formed. It was not a languid wiſh, or feeble emo- 


tion, that Iſaiah felt, but an intenſe deſire after God. 


With my ſoul, with all that is within me, have I ar- 
dently deſired thee; the comforts of thy preſence, the 
rcQion of ihy counlel, the protection of thy provi- 

- „ e dence, 
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dence, and ſubmiſſion to thy will —] have deſired 5 
thee in. the night. The affectionate longings of my 
foul have not been confined to, particular fixed ſea- 


 fons, in which they are more commonly experienced. 


Even in the darkneſs and ſolitude of the night, when 
no eye obſerved me, when great part of the crea- 
tion were hyſhed to filence, and lay buried in deep 
ſleep, © I remembered thee upon my bed, and medi- 
< tated on thee in the night-watches. Berauſe thou 
© haſt been my help, therefore in the ſhadow of thy 
wings will I ee The night - ſeaſon, when we 
are ſequeſtrated from ſociety, and free from every ex- 
ternal diſturbance, is peculiarly adapted to the pur- 
poſes of devotion; and hath been employed in this 
exerciſe, not only by the ſaints, but by our bleſſed 
_ Saviour himſelf, who was not then filent, and who 
ſpent whole nights in prayer to God. In imitation 
of ſuch great examples, let us, from time to time, im- 
prove the darkneſs and ſtillneſs of the night, for me- 
ditation on the mercies of God, and ſupplication for 
their continuance and increaſe. In this way, we may 
receive more agreeable refreſhment than ſleep could 
Have afforded, and find ourſelves more effectually re- 
cruited than we could have been by the ſweeteſt. 
V | „5 
Mith my ſpirit within me will I ſeek thee early. This 
becoming reſolution imports, that. the prophet was 
determined to ſeek the Lord; to perſevere with dili- 
ence and conſtancy in this pleaſant, profitable, and 
86 employment; and, with unwearied aſſi.- 
duity, to requeſt his direction, aſſiſtance, and bleſſing, 
animated by the comfortable aſſurance, that they who 
truly ſeek God, ſhall lack no good thing. He promiſes 
to ſeek him with his ſpirit within him; with the moſt 
intenſe affection of mind, with his whole heart and 
| ſoul, and that early with ſuch a ſedulous diligent 
ſearch, as a perſon commences early in the morning, 
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world unto himſelf, In this manner, do 
God early, in the morning of life, which is the moſt 
proper ſeaſon for this employment, your faculties bee 


aud perſiſts in through the day, until he find what 
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he wants. To carry this pious purpoſe into execu - 


tion, it is neceſſary to have a deep ſenſe of our abſo- 
lute need of God, to enrich us with every bleſſing 


ſuited to our circumſtances ; a heart-felt conviction, 


that the enjoyment of God ſhould be our chief aim; 


that we ought to make him, not only the object, but 


the ultimate end of our ſearch; and that we ſeek him, 


where alone he is to be found by guilty creatures, in 
Jeſus Chriſt, in whom he appears reconciling t 


ing then moſt active and vigorous—early, in prefer. 
ence to all other objects which ſolicit your attention, 
ſeeking firſt, and above all things, the kingdom of 


God, and his righteouſneſs—eatly, in every day of 


life, after you are refreſhed with reſt; before you ene 
gage in company, in buſineſs, or amuſement ; deter- 


mined, with the man according to God's own heart, 


that your voice the Lord ſhall hear in the morning; 


ſeek 


that, in the morning, you will direct your prayer 


unto him, and will look up. Thus let every one 


us with our ſpirits ſeek God early, convinced, that 
| — „ that, af. 

ter we have obtained, all that we need for the preſent, 

much more is ſtill to be enjoyed. 0 © 

For wwhen thy judgments are in the earth, the inha- 


ſuch is his infinite fulneſs and all- 


bitants of the world will learn righteouſneſs. The judg- 


ments of God here ſpoken of, are thoſe grievous cala- 
mities with which God in righteouſneſs viſiteth men, 
i the juſt puniſhment of their ſins. When theſe ' 
auful tokens of the divine diſpleaſure againſt tran- 
greflors go abroad upon the earth, and publicly de- 
monſtrate the evil nature and dreadful conſequences 
of fin, the inhabitants f the world will learn righs © 
ou/neſs. Beholding the terrible effects of treſpaſſing 


zainſt the Lord, many ſtriking inſtances of the di- 
* os na, and the imminent danger to which 
Woe Dt je: We 


_ ſinners 
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ſinners ſtand expoſed, they will learn, that all thoſe who 


are guilty of the ſame crimes with them, on whom 
divine judgments are inflicted, deſerve to fuffer- the 
fame puniſhments.——They will learn, that they 
ought to confider their ways, and to turn to the 
Lord, in the exerciſe of true repentance; that they 
ought to avoid thoſe deſtructive practices which ex- 
os to the wrath of the Almighty, to betake them- 
ſelves to the mercy of God revealed in the word of 
truth, and to bring forth fruits meet for repentance. 
The calamities with which mankind are viſited, ought 
to teach perſons of every deſcription, theſe, and many 
other important ſalutary leſſons: It muſt be acknow- 
leged, that, from the judgments of God, the inha- 
brtants of the world do not always learn theſe nfeful in- 
ſtructions; and therefore the prophet muſt be confi. 
dered, not as predifting what would in fact actually 
come to paſs, but merely declaring the happy effects 
that ought to follow, from the awful manifeſtations 
of the wrath of God, revealed from heaven againſt 
all unrighteouſneſs and be enen of men. The 

f r deſign and tendency of divine judgments, is 

to feltrain — from wickedneſs, and to 9 them 
decent, fober, holy, and righteous. Improve them 
for theſe purpoſes. That heart muſt be depraved in- 
deed, which the tender mercies of God doth not 
ſoften, which the dreadful judgments of God doth 
not awaken. Stand in awe, and ſin not: return from 
won iniquities: abuſe not the long - ſuffering of God: 
hear the voice of his rod: be afraid of incurring his 
diſpleaſure, of whoſe wrath none knoweth the power. 


10 Let favour be ſhewed to the wicked, yr! 
will he not learn righteonſneſs: in the land of 
uprightneſs will he deal unjuſtly, and will not 
behold the majeſty of the Lokd, 
Ikhue obſtinacy and perverſity of evil men, in abuſ- 
ing the kindneffes of God, whereby they expoſe 0 


ſelves 
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felves to divine judgments, are, in this verſe, repreſent- 
ed in very ſtrong terms. The wicked are juſtly com- 
pared by our prophet, to the troubled ſea, when "= 
cannot reſt, whoſe waters caſt up mire and dirt“. 
By this ſimilitude, we are inſtructed, that they are 
reſtleſs and turbulent; that they are deſtitute of in- 
ternal peace; that, by their corrupt principles and 
practices, they diſturb the tranquillity of ſociety; and 
that thus they treaſure up to themſelves wrath againſt 
the day of wrath. To perſons. of this deſcription, 
kt favour be ſhewed. Though God give them rain 
from heaven, and fruitful ſeaſons ; though he fill 
their hearts with food and gladneſs, and give them 
liberally to ſhare in the riches of his goodneſs, which 
ought to lead them to repentance; all this profuſion 
of kindneſs is neglected and deſpiſed. Notwith- 
ſtanding, with wonderful patience, he beareth with 
their evil manners, and doth not ſpeedily execute 
ſentence upon their evil works, and ſheweth, in a 
thouſand inſtances, that he is not willing that they 
ſhould periſh, they make light of the riches of his 
forbearance. Though he favour them with the means 
of grace and ſpiritual inſtruction, though he lament 
over their folly and miſery with the utmoſt tender- 
neſs, though he offer to become their Saviour, and 
call them to glory and virtue, yet they wickedly con- 
temn the riches of his mercy and grace. The moſt 
aſtoniſhing beneficence and kindneſs make no impreſ- 
hon upon their obdurate hearts, nor render them do- 
cile and teachable. Hf 
Yet will he not learn righteouſneſs. He will not 
ceaſe to do evil; and conſequently he cannot learn to 
do well. Such is the corruption and perverſity of his 
nature, that, with great facility, he will commit ini: 
quity ; but, after much time and inſtruction, he will 
not learn righteouſneſs. Though wiſe to do evil, yet 
to do good, he hath no underſtanding ; and therefore 
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he muſt hear and learn of the heavenly Father, chat 


he may be acquainted with the nature, the import. 
ance, and the practice of righteouſneſs. - God alone 


can effeQually ſhew him the beauty, the excellence, 
and neceſſity of that perfect righteouſneſs, which is 


fo highly extolled in the ſcriptures, and fo much 
valued by the ſaints. He only can inſtruct him how 
to ſeek, ſo as to attain this ineſtimable benefit, not by 


the works of the law, but by the faith of Jeſus Chriſt. 


He alone can give capacity and inclination to learn 


- , the practice of righteouſneſs, which conſiſts in giving 


to God the things that are God's, and to man the 
things that belong to him.——Pity it is, that there 
are any who, under the manifold advantages that we 


enjoy, will not learn this uſeful and comfortable lef- 


fon, and perſiſt in perverſely going on in their evil 
ways. Let us ſhew them compaſſion : let us pray for 
them ; and recommend them to the kind attention of 


the great Inſtructer of the fooliſh, who can thoroughly 


reduce them to his obedience. 


In the land of uprightneſs will he deal. unjyth. 
5 


Though, in ſtri&t propriety of ſpeech, the heaven 
and better country moſt juſtly merits this deſcription, 
yet the land of Canaan ſeems to be here intended, in 


which the prophets of the Lord were employed in 
teaching the knowledge of the M Upright, and his 


Je 10, ar ways; in which dwelt the fincere —_— 
of God, who were upright in their hearts, in their 


_ converſation, and in performing the duties which 


they owed to God, and. to one another, The land 
wherein perſons of this amiable character reſided, is, 


with great propriety, called, the land of uprightnels, 
out of reſpe& to the generation of them who are 


dleſſed, who are mighty on the earth, to whom the 
Lord God is a ſun and ſhield, and 8 he will 
give grace and glory, and every good thing. 
ven in this land, the wicked will deal unjuſtly. They 
withhold from thoſe with whom they are ed, 
thoſe things to which they have juſt right and clam. 
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abuſe the precious bleſſings wherewith they are 


favoured ; they endeavour- to counteract the provi 


dence of God; they put a wrong eonſtruction upon 
his right ways, and pervert the ſcriptures to their own 


deſtruction, This perverſe dealing, in the land of 
| uprightneſs, wher e ſimplicity and integrity | ought | 


every where to prevail, is a great aggravatian-attend- 
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ng the injuſtice of the wicked. The circumſtances - 


with which tranſgreſſion is accompanied, oft - times 
render it more heinous. To deal unjuſtly, in any 

place, is truly criminal; but to act in this manner, 
among the upright, increaſes the enormity of the of« _ 


fence. It is wrong, not to know our Maſter's will; 


but to be acquainted with it, and not to do it, is ſtill. 


more culpable. To omit the exercifes of righteouſ- 


* 
* 


neſs, in any place, is faulty; but to act in contempt 


wickedneſs. 3 » “ 

And will not behold the majeſty of the Lord. The 
majeſty of Jehovah conſiſts in the infinite or 
and glory of his divine excellencies, exhibited to the 
view of his intelligent creatures, in the works of his 


hands, in the diſpenſations of his providence, and in 


of juſtice, among thoſe who are upright, is extreme 


% 


his ſacred oracles. From the noble diſplays of this 


ineffable grandeur, the wicked turn away their at- 
tention, and obſtinately refuſe.to contemplate them. 
They will not conſider the glorious honour of his 
majeſty, manifeſted in his works, which ought to be 


admired and celebrated: they will not regard the 


wonderful exertions of his power, in overthrowing 


the enemies of his people: nor will they fix their wt. 


tention to the expreſſions of his mercy and faithful- 
nels, in the rich proviſion he hath made by his pro- 
vidence, for their ſuſtenance in this world; and, by 
his grace, for the nouriſhment of their ſouls, in the 
church. Whar odious perverſity of diſpoſition, what 


criminal obſtinacy of temper, appear in this oppro- 


brious conduct toward God !——Carefully avoid this 


caſed dilrelye@t of the Moſt High. "Frequently 
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think of the divine majeſty and your of Jehovah, 
conſpicuous in the plentiful ſupply of your wants, 
from the treaſures . of his goodneſs. _ Behold hi 
ripening the corns, the fruits, and the vines, for our 
ule ; preparing garments from the fleece of the flock, 
and the bowels of the worm for our covering; and 
providing, not only medicines to cure our bodily 
diſtempers, but a ſovereign remedy to heal our ſouls. 
Behold him, from his inexhauſtible -ſtoxes, giving 
forth, with the utmoſt, liberality, myriads of pro- 
+ miſes and bleſſings, which convert bondage into 
freedom, infamy into honour, weakneſs into ſtrength, 
and death into life, Uo 3g 


11 LoRD, when thy hand is lifted up, they 
will not ſee : but they ſhall ſee, and be aſhamed 
for their .envy at the people, yea, the fire of 
thine enemies ſhall devour them. : 


The inſenſibility of the wicked, with reſpect to di. 
vine judgments, and the dreadful effects of their 
ſtupidity, are here deſeribed in a very affecting man- 
ner. As mild and gentle means are of themſelves 
ineffectual to reclaim them, ſo the moſt alarming 
diſpenſations are inſufficient to awaken them from 
their ſecurity.—— The hand of the Lord is often 
mentioned in ſcripture, to denote his almighty power, 
which is employed in aſſiſting and protecting his 
people, or in afflicting and puniſhing their oppreſſors. 
In alluſion to the poſture of a perſon, who 1s about 
to exert his ſtrength for the defence of his friends, 
or for avenging himſelf on his enemies, the hand of 
God is ſaid to be lifted up, when it is ready ſtretched 
| out, to chaſtize or deliver his ſervants, or to ſmite 
their adverſaries ——In either caſe, the wicked will 

nt ſee: they will not diligently conſider the hand. of 
God lifted up, for the benefit of his people, or for 
the puniſhment of evil-doers. They will not atten- 
tively behald the hand of the Lord, employed Ping 


So 
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ferring favours, or infliQing. judgments: the kind- 


neſſes and the corrections which they receive, paſs | 
equally unobſerved and diſregarded. Their eyes are 


darkened, that they cannot ſee the refreſhing light 
that ſhines around them: the creatures form the ho- 
rizon, beyond which they cannot” penetrate : their 
ſight is bounded by ſecond cauſes. Whatever hap». 
pens, whether proſperous or adverſe, they prepoſte- 
rouſly attribute to means and inſtruments ; and en- 
tirely aſcribe it to the prudence and activity, or to the 
malice, negligence, and infidelity of men, to chance, 
or ill fortune. God is not in all their thoughts. 
But they ſhall ſee, and be aſhamed for their envy at 
the people. They would not confider the majeſty of 
the Lord, nor his hand lifted up; and therefore they 
ſhall be obliged to contemplate, with ſhame and con- 


fuſion of face, their envy at the people of God, 


which they ſhall view in another light than ever they 

Envy is a ſilly, malevolent, and cruel 
paſſion, that doth much more injury to the perſons 
who feel it, than to the objects on which it terminates. 
The good enjoyed by another, doth" you no real hurt: 
your portion is not diminiſhed, though his is increaf- 
ed. Each hath his proper ſhare allotted to him by 
infinite wiſdom ; and your uneaſineſs becauſe other 


people have more and better things than you, will 


add nothing to your poſſeſſion : whereas, diveſted of 
this tormenting paſſion, you might participate of the 


| happineſs and joy reſulting from all the benefits, the 
deliverances, the affluence, the gifts and graces, of 


jour brethren. In all the bleſſings which they enjoy, 
you might have a conſiderable portion. No wonder 
then, that the wicked, who repine at the felicity of 
the people of God, and the kindneſſes he confers 
upon them, ſhall ſee, and be aſnamed of their envy. 
Moſt juſtly ſhall they be ſeized with uneaſineſs and 
perturbation of mind, and covered with confuſion, 
on account of their diſappointed expectations, and 
the ſin and folly that they have committed. os 
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| Hall be confounded, in the review of their egregiou: 
folly, -in grieving at the * of thoſe 5 zom the 

Lord hath bleſſed, and at finding all their deluſive 
hopes fruſtrated. They ſhall gnaſh their teeth, and 
melt away (as faith the pſalmiſt): the deſire of the 

© wicked ſhall periſh ., the fire of thine ene. 
mics ſhall devour them. Thoſe conſuming judgments, 
which deſtroy the enemies of God, ſhall certainly de. 
vour them, who obſtinately perſiſt in refuſing to be. 
, Hold the lifted-up hand of God, and who are invi- 
dious at the proſperity and ſafety of the ſervants of 

| Jehovah. The deſolating calamities, which ff | 
| devaſtation among the foes of God, ſhall affuredly 
lay hold on them, who grieve at the peace and pro- 
ſperity of his church..—O that the wicked, who 
forget God, would lay to heart, the imminent dan- 
ger to which their tranſgreſſions expoſe them, that 
they would abandon their iniquities, and return unto. 
+ the Lord, that he may have mercy upon them! 


12 J Loxp, thou wilt ordain peace for us: 
for thou alſo haſt wrought all 'our works in us. 


Theſe words exprels the lively hope of ſeaſonable 
deliverance entertained by the upright ſervants, of 
God, and lay open the foundation on which it reſts. — 
Peace, you know, is a comprehenſive word, an ineſti- 
mable bleſſing, including freedom from outward dif- 
turbance, and the enjoyment of external tranquillity; 
_ deliverance from inward diſorder, and the poſſeſſion 
of internal ſerenity ; with the accumulation of win! 
thing neceffary to real happineſs. When the church 
enjoys the fruits of the divine favour, and reſt from 
enemies; when they are not troubled with · internal 
hereſies and ſchiſms, — _ external _ cution | 
and oppreſſion; they poſſeſs this extenfive precious 
benefit, which, in the words before us, they expected 
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expreſſion ſeems to allude to the action of à com- 


diers according to the plan he had formed, and 
aſſigns to each the proper ſtation which he is to oc - 

cupy, in carrying into execution his pr jeQed enter» 
priſe. It plainly intimates, the lively ich 


them, both outward and inward tranquillity. God 
l is the rich donation which he conveys to his pecu- 


peace, through him who made peace by the blood of 
his croſs. By the interpoſition of his divine provi- 


of their ſolicitudes and fears; and enables them. to 
repoſe themſelves, and all their concerns, upon his 


to his ſovereign pleaſure, he appoints this invaluable 
bleſſing to mdividuals, nations, and churches... Re- 
collecting this important truth, his people here de- 
peace for them. | EY ea poets 

or thou baſt wrought all our works in us. Thou 
haſt ſubdued our powerful corruptions; thou haſt il- 
lumjnated our dark minds; thou haſt ſanQtified our 
impure hearts, and ſpiritualized our earthly affections. 
Thou haſt wrought in us both to will and to do of thy 


our hearts; thou haſt ſtrengthened us with ſtrength 


us for it; thou gaveſt us the inclination, the. ability, 


TWG 


moſt powerful motives ; and therefpre, as is moſt due, 


bath been ſubſervient in promoting our happineſs, des 
Win  L 8 rived, 
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God would appoint to them, or erdain for theni. The 
mander in chief in the army, who. marſhals his fol - 


2 which 
they felt, that the ſupreme Diſpoſer of all perſons 
and events, would be graciouſly pleaſed to aflign for 


alone can give peace, either to individuals or ſocieties. 
lar people, by the benign influence of the Spirit of 


dence, he defends them from evil: he diveſts them 


paternal care, and faithful promiſes. And, according 


good pleafurez thou haft ſhed abroad thy love into 8 
in our ſouls, and filled them with peace, and hope, 
and joy. Not a ood work that we have performed, 

but thou, Lord, haſt wrought it: thou didſt furniſh 
and opportunity; thou didſt animate us to it by the 


de aſcribe to thee the praiſe. Every creature that - 


cre their comfortable aſſurance, that he would order 


+ 
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rived its efficacy from thy appointment: the ſucces 
that hath attended every affair in which we proſpered, 
was derived from thy blefling ; and therefore, as we 
ought, we attribute all to-thy operation. Whilſt we 
adopt this humble acknowledgment, let us apply it to 
the practical purpoſe. for which an inſpired apoſtle 
Hath taught us to improve it; namely, to work out 
* our own falvation with fear and trembling *,'——— 
The Hebrew word tranſlated. in, ſignifies. alſo for ; 
and is thus rendered in the margin of ſome Bibles. 
Thou haſt wrought all our works for us. Thou haſt 
reſcued us from the bondage of Egypt, from the 
 Amorites, from the children of Ammon, from the 
Pnhiliſtines, the Zidonians, the Amalekites, and the 
| Moabites, that oppreſſed us. Thou haſt elevated us 


from a mean and obſcure condition,  to- a flouriſhing 
| and proſperous ſtate. Thou .haſt ſet us on high 
; from affliction, and makeſt us families like a flock: | 
: | theſe things thou haſt done, even when our ſtrength , 
and hope were gone, and our powerful enemies were h 
; | confident, that we ſhould become a prey to them. 0 
l Thou haſt preſerved us in ſafety amid innumerable 
0 _ dangers, and afforded us the plentiful enjoyment of pe 
41 the moſt important bleſſings. From all this profuſion m1 
( of kindneſs that we have experienced, we are encou- ja 
0 raged to hope, that thou wilt ordain for us all man- 75 
8 ner of happineſs. The argument thus ſtated, 1s « | 
| ſtrong and forcible ; and ought to excite us, for 6 
; whom God hath done as great things as for bis T” 


people of old, to a lively confidence in his ever- Je 
_ enduring mercy and grace. oo fu 
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19 13 O Lord our God, other lords beſides thec * 
i have had dominion over us: hut by thee only 100 
: will we make mention of thy name. exc 
The upright ſervants of God acknowledge the ur ſeſſe 


: happy condition in which they once were, and the! 
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fixed determination, henceforward to celebrate the 
praiſes of the Lord their God, ——They addreſs 
themſelves, with the utmoſt affection and earneſtneſs, 
to ſehovah, who had choſen them for his people, and 
whom they had choſen for their God; confeſling, 
with ſorrow, that they had yielded ſubjection to other 


| lords beſide him, who had uſurped an unjuſt domi- 


nion over them. Among theſe maſters, may be rec- 
koned, the Egyptians, the Syrians, the Perſians, and 
the Babylonians, all of whom had treated them with 
great rigour and ſeverity, and exerciſed authority 
over them. Beſides, they had 1 a ſpiritual ſub- 
jection to the god of this world, and to divers luſts 
and pleaſures, whereby they had been captivated, and 
detained in a moſt ignominious ſervitude. The ſervice 
of theſe lords they now renounced, firmly reſolyed, 
that they would no longer ſubmit, to their domina- 
tion, as in times paſt.——By thee only, &c. The fol- 
lowing reſolution was formed in humble dependence 
upon God, by whoſe gracious aſſiſtance alone, they 
hoped to carry it into execution. Senſible of their 
own inſufficiency and inſtability, they expreſs their 
reliance upon Jehovah, that he would enable them to 
perform their purpoſe. This is, uniformly the lan- 
guage of the ſacred writers; of which I give you two 
inſtances worthy of your attention: By thee (ſaid 
* David, the ant of the Lord) I have broken 
through a troop: and by my God have I 1 
a wall“. Through Chriſt ſtrengthening me, ſaid. 
* the apoſtle Paul, I can do all things. Indeed, mo- 
deſty and diffidence of  ourfelyes, combined with un- 
ſuſpecting confidence in God, cannot fail to inſpire 
ſentiments of .... 

Will we make mention of thy name. To make men- 
tion of the name of „ is to celebrate the divine 
excellencies, of which he hath revealed himſelf poſ- 


ſeſſed ; to ſpeak of the glorious honour of his majeſty, 
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and of his wondrous works; to record 2 of 
2 


his terrible acts, and to declare his greatneſs. 


is to 
utter the memory of his great goodneſs, and to ſing 


of his righteouſneſs . It is to reſign ourſelves to the 
care and protection of his watchful providence, to 
worſhip him in the manner he hath appointed, to ac- 
knowledge his manifold mercies, to truſt in his faith- 
ful promiſes, to delight in his holy precepts, and ts 
rejoice in his great ſalvation. It is more eſpecially, 
to ſpeak with admiration and thankfulneſs of his 


bleſſed name, Immanuel; which fignifies God with 
us; God manifeſt in the fleſh, dwelling among us, 


and converſing with us, able to preſerve us in per- 
petual ſafety, and to make us partakers of eternal ſal. 
vation. It is to make manifeſt the ſavour of his know: 


ledge in every place; to mention this name, revealed 


in the ſcriptures, with veneration and love, with hope 
and confidence, before the throne of Jehovah; and 


to acknowledge before men, our entire dependence 


upon 1t.——Let us, my brethren, frequently adopt, 
with feriouſneſs and ſolemnity, the devout acknow- 
ledgment contained in this verſe. O Lord, our God, 
other lords beſide thee have had dominion over us. 

This confeſſion we make with ſorrow and penitence. 


What have we any more to do with idols? We pre. 


ſent, in thy preſence, theſe hearts, which have been 
facrilegiouſly alienated from thee, and had deſerted. 
thy ſervice. Accept of the fpirits which thou haſt 
made, poſſeſs thy own property, and ſtamp apon it 


the impreffion of thy own image. We Wiſh, for thy 


fake, that they were ten thouſand times better than 
they are. We conſecrate them to thee, hoping, that 
thou wilt make them what they ought to be. From 
love to thee, O Lord, our ſtrength and our Re- 


deemer, who haſt heard our voice, and delivered our | 
ſouls from death, we willingly offer ourſelves to be 


thy ſervants: becauſe thou haſt looſed our bonds, we 


* See Phal. cxli. 4. _ 
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bind ourſelves to thy ſervice by the moſt ſacred ties, 
that, we truſt,” ſhall never be broken. Henceforth 
« righteouſneſs, even of thine only: we will go in 
« the ſtrength of the Lord God“. e 


14 They are dead, they ſhall not live; they 885 
are deceaſed, they ſhall not riſe: therefore haſt 
thou viſited and deſtroyed them, and made all 


7 


their memory to periſh. Lek 

The aſſembly of the 5 7 here expreſs their con- 
ſdlence in God, that he will perpetuate their preſent 
comfortable condition, and that he will not permit 
their enemies to recover the power and authority they 
formerly poſſeſſed. They triumph in the animating 
conſideration, that thoſe haughty oppreſſive powers, 
which threatened their deſtruction from off the earth, 
were reduced to ſuch an abject ſtate, as would effec- 
tually prevent them from injuring the church of God. 
To intimate the certain grounds on which their exul- 
tation was founded, the expreſſion is repeated in dif- 
ferent forms, and the ſtrongeſt aſſurance given of the 
important fact. They are dead, they ſhall not live; 
they are deceaſed, they ſhall not riſe. Our adverſaries 
are ſo entirely rooted, ſo irrecoverably broken, that 


they ſhall never more live, to tyranniſe over us, as inan 


times paſt. Therefore haſt thou viſited and deſtroy- 


ed them. To diveſt them of their power to hurt thy 


ſervants, thou, O Lord, haſt viſited them in wrath : 
thou haſt vexed them in thy ſore diſpleaſure, for their 

vickedneſs and cruelty exerciſed toward thy people. 

Thou haſt deſtroyed them, and they are fallen and 
gone: they are exterminated from the earth, and 
ſhall not riſe, to rule or oppreſs any more; but con- 
unue under the cruſhing weight of thoſe divine judg- 
ments whereby their overthrow hath been accom- 


pliſhed. + 
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pliſhed. And made all their. memory to periſh, *The | 


© righteous ſhall be had in everlaſting remembrance : 
| © but the name of the wicked ſhall rot . Their me- 
morial. ſhall be blotted out: they ſhall either be en- 
tirely forgotten, or they ſhall be remembered, not 
with honour, but with deteſtation. Perhaps, whilſt 
they were alive, they had flatterers that complimented 
them: but, being deſtroyed by the viſitation of the 


Almighty, their reputation ſhall periſh; their name 


ſhall be branded with infamy and diſgrace, or buried 
in everlaſting oblivion.——As affliction is greatly ag- 
- gravated, by the recollection of thoſe happy days 
which ſhall never again return, ſo the felicity of the 
| godly is much increaſed, by confidering, that thoſe 


enemies, by whom they were haraſſed and oppreſſed, 


(ſhall no more diſtreſs them. The very ſuſpicion that 
our diſtreſſes ſhall recur, gives uneaſineſs; whereas 
the removal of the cauſes which contributed to our 
calamities, gives real ſatisfaction and joy. What re- 
lief doth it afford to the mind, to be alüred. that we 
ſhall no more be troubled by thoſe who formerly op- 
preſſed us. | . 


15 Thou haſt increaſed the nation, O Lord, 
thou haſt increaſed the nation, thou art glori- 
fied ; thou hadſt removed it far unto all the ends 
of the earth. „ : I LET WOES 
In theſe words, the divine mercy is celebrated, on 
account of the proſperous condition to which | 
had exalted his church. The Jewiſh nation was 
_ doubtleſs primarily intended, in this grateful acknow- 
ledgment of the divine goodneſs. Jehovah had pro- 


miſed to Abraham, that he ſhould become a great 


and mighty nation; and that his poſterity ſhould be 
multiplied as the ſand of the ſea, and as the ſtars in 
heaven. The accompliſhment of this promiſe was, 
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for wiſe purpoſes, delayed for a conſiderable period 
of time. Twenty years elapſed before Abraham had 
the child in whoſe offspring it was to be fulfilled. 
Iſaac was forty years old when he married, and his 


uife continued barren about twenty years after mar- 
nage. During theſe eighty years, the patriarch had 


only one ſon, in that line wherein the promiſe was to 
run; and, at the expiration of two hundred and 
fifteen years after it was delivered, his whole progeny 
amounted only to about threeſcore and ten perſons. 
In the following two hundred and fifteen years, they 
multiplied exceedingly, in ſo much that when they 
came up out of the land of Egypt, they were reckoned 
above ſix hundred thouſand men, beſide women and 
children. Under the proſperous reign 'of Solomon, 
the Iſraelitiſh nation were as the ſand of the ſea:ſhore 
for multitude z,and they, in the city, increaſed like 
the graſs of th earth“. In the days of our prophet, 
ſo very numerous were the people of Judah, that, 


when Ahaz was king, Pekah, the king of Iſrael, flew 


of Judah 120,000 in one day, and carried away cap- 
tive 200,000 women and children . Thus did Jeho- 


vah literally increaſe the Jewiſh nation. 


The Lord hath likewiſe increaſed his true Iſrael, 


the nation of them that are ſaved under the New- 
Teſtament diſpenſation. To this great event, the con- 
gregation of the upright might have looked forward, 


when making this acknowledgment. To this nation, 


thouſands. have been added in one day. The word of 


God increaſed, and the number of the diſciples multi- 
plied greatly in Jeruſalem; and a great company of the 
prieſts were obedient to the faith, as we read, Acts 
Iv. 4. and vi. 7, The churches, throughout. all Judea, - 
Galilee, and Samaria, were edified, and multiplied, 
chap. ix. 31, At Antioch,' many of the Jews, and 


religious proſelytes, followed Paul and Barnabas; 


and, at Iconium, they fo ſpake, that a great multi- 


% See P ſal. lxxij. 2 | t 2 Chron. xxvüi. 6. 8. 7 
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tude, both of the Jews, and alſo of the Greeks, be. 
lieved, chap. xiv. 1. At Corinth, the chief ruler of 
the ſynagogue believed on the Lord with all his 

' houſe, and many of the Corinthians, chap. xvii. 8. 

From theſe, and ſeveral other paſſages in the New 

Teſtament, it appears, that, on the firſt preaching of 

- the goſpel, the Lord greatly increaſed the nation of 
them that are Iſraelites indeed; of them who are Jews 
inwardly, whoſe circumciſion is that of the heart, in 
the ſpirit, and not in the letter, whoſe praiſe is not of 
men, but of God. In following ages, the Lord ſtill 
continued to increaſe them: hence the remarkable 
words of an ancient apologiſt for Chriſtianity , wha 


| 

openly told the Heathens, © That this deſpiſed ſect 
had filled their cities and provinces, their councils F 
« and camps, the palace and the ſenate-houſe, and . 
% what not—that ſuch was their nultitude, that b 

„ ſhould they have withdrawn themfelves into ſome : 
< remote part of the world, the empire would have : 
* been depopulated, and left in diſmal folitude and : 
* filence.” In the contemplation of this double in- k 

_ creaſe, the prophet, in name of the faithful, greatly Wl : 
rejoiced, and praiſed the Lord. To another and 1 
greater increaſe, we look forward with hope and . 4 
when all the kingdoms of this earth-ſhall become the _ 
kingdoms of our Lord, and his Chriſt ; * when men A 

_ © ſhall be bleſſed in jeſus Chriſt, and all nations ſhall ne 
call him bleſſed. And bleſſed be his glorious name fy 
© for ever; and let the whole earth be filled with his 10 


glory . To this prediction and praiſe, let every 
one ſay, Amen, and amen. „)) DR RIG 
Thou art glorified, by the . increaſe of the 
natural poſterity of the children of Iſrael. Thy power 
and faithfulneſs have been richly diſplayed, in accom- 
pliſhing the promiſes which thou madeſt to Abraham, 
and the other patriarchs, contrary to, every human 
appearance, notwithſtanding every intervening ob- 


„Tertullian. Pfal. lxxii. 17. 19. 
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lacle. By this aſtoniſhing event, thou haſt magni 
jel thy great. name, and manifeſted thy diſtinguiſh. 
ing regard to thy ſervants whom thou loveſt. All 
the nations of the earth have contemplated thy power 


and righteouſneſs, thy grace and veracity, exhibited in 


this wonderful diſpenſation toward thy peculiar people; 
rhilſt they themſelves have glorified thee, by thei 


frequent public acknowledgments of their obligations 


to thee for thy mercies, by their dependence on thy 
providence, by their attention to thy worſhip, by 
their truſt in thy promiſes, and obedience ta thy pre- 
cepts,——Thou art glorified more eſpecially, by the 
increaſe of the nation, compoſed of the ſpiritual poſte- 
rity of Iſrael. God is not more honoured and praiſed, 
on account of any work that he hath done, than for 
multiplying the number of his faithful ſubjecta. This 
is indeed a work by which he hath acquired the 
higheſt renown and glory. How many and great the 
obitructions that lie in the way of its accompliſh- 
ment! How feeble and inadequate, to human view, 
are the means employed for its execution; ſuch as 
were eſteemed a Kumdling . block by the Jews, and 
fooliſhneſs by the Greeks ; means not adapted ie 
promote men's worldly intereſts, nor accommodated 
to the fooliſh cuſtoms of the world! How weak and - 
unlikely the inſtruments choſen to perform this ardu- 
ous work: not perſons of extenſive learning, ſuperior 
genius, well ſkilled in the arts of reaſoning and per- 
ſuaſion, and expert in improving circumſtances to 
advance the cauſe in which they were embarked z þ 
but a few, plain, illiterate men, deſtitute of power 
and influence, who had to. contend with the moſt vi- 
rulent oppoſition, and to vanquith difficulties which - - 
kemed altogether unſurmountable. Notwithſtanld⸗- 
ing, ſuch was the ſucceſs of the goſpel and its min: 
lers, when accompanied with power from on high, 
that they triumphed. oyer the inveterate prejudices . 
and vices of mankind, they ſubdued the rage and 
cruelty of their moſt inveterate enemies, they over- 
ei. I = turned 
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turned the kingdom of darkneſs, they aboliſhed ido- 


latry and ſuperſtition, they communicated new prin. 


ciples to the minds of men, they converted them to 
the obedience of the Son of God, and formed them 
to the practice of- juſtice and charity. Thus the na- 
tion of them that are ſaved, was increaſed: in this 
manner Jehovah is glorified; and thus we expect, 
according to his promiſe, that he will yet glorify 
wy me ih a 
Thou hadſt removed it far unto all the ends of the 
earth. Conſidering theſe words in their literal ſenſe, 
the earth may denote, as in ſome other paſſages of 
ſcripture, ' the land of Canaan, which God gave to 
IIrael for an inheritance. According to this inter- 
pretation, the meaning of the expreſſion will be, 
Thou haſt removed the nation which thou hadſt cho- 
ſen, into the moſt diftant corners of the land, which 
thou haſt aſſigned to them for à poſſeſſion, and ex- 
tended their territories unto the moſt remote parts of 
that fruitful country, no part of which remains un- 
occupied or unconquered. This ſignal favour which 
God conferred upon the Jewiſh nation under the Old 
Teſtament, repreſented the more important benefit 
-which he hath beſtowed upon the chyrch under the 
New Teſtament, by removing its limits, and extending 
its influence, to the moſt diſtant parts of the earth. Thi 
illuſtrious inſtance of the divine merey it becomes vs, 
with grateful hearts, frequently to celebrate, as by 
this diſpenſation of providence, we enjoy the ordv 
'mances'of the goſpel. 


16 Loxp, in trouble have m viſited thee, 


they poured out a prayer when thy chaſtening 


| vas upon them. _ 4 | 

| Having commemorated the divine mercy and good- 
neſs, in which they had liberally participated, the 
chorus of the upright proceed gratefully to acknow- 
ledge, the bleſſed effects that accompanied the wm 
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tons under which they had groaned in former 


times. The ſeaſon to which they refer, was the 
time of trouble, when God's chaſtening hand was 


upon them. Many are the afflictions that befal the 


nighteous: for whom the Lord loveth, he chaſteneth; 


and ſcourgeth every ſon whom he receiveth. Even 
thoſe who know and ſerve God, may become remiſs 


and careleſs in prayer, and in other duties, until God 


is pleaſed to reprove them for their ſins, and to cor- 


rect them for their profit. They may preſerve the 


form, whilſt deſtitute of the ſpirit of prayer : they 
may draw nigh to God with their lips, whilſt their 
hearts are far from him; or they may ſeldoin viſit 


the throne of grace, and God may have their homage 


only on ſome particular occaſions. In the pleaſant 
day of proſperity, we are too prone, like a generation 


ol [ſrael, to ſay to God, We are lords, we will come 


© no more unto thee;* and in this manner to diſcover 
our inſenſibility of the divine goodneſs. But when 


the gloomy day of adverſity arrives, and every refuge 


fails, then we are ready to exclaim with David, O 


Lord, I ſaid, Thou art my refuge, and 2 | 
hen in trouble, and 


* in the land of the living“. W 
God's chaſtening is upon us, we pour forth our ſup- 
plications before the Lord, and earneſtly, implore his 
mercy and deliverance. Thus the ' church acknow- 


ledgeth that they had done. Then, 


They viſited thee, they poured out a prayer. Though 


God is frequently faid in fcripture to viſit men, I ap- 


prehend, the expreſſion of mens viſiting God, is pe- 
culiar to the paſſage now before us. It ſeems to im- 


port, that, in the time of diſtreſs, the church remem- 


bered the Lord; they looked toward his holy habita- 
tion; they had immediate recourſe for neceſſary ſu 


port and ſeaſonable relief, to him who is a refuge in 
affliction, and a preſent help in time of need. They 
directed their prayers to him, from whom alone their 


help 
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help could come; and earneſtly applied to him for 
ſtrength and conſolation, who can fend help from his 
holy hill of Zion. When they viſited God, they 


poured out a prayer. Prayer, you know, conſiſts in 
 prefenting requeits unto God, for thoſe things which 
are fuited to our neceſſities, and agreeable to his will, 
in the manner he hath required. This elegant ex- 


preflion of pouring out prayer, feems to allude to the 
waters of a fountain, that are plentifully eonveyed 


away by the ſeveral ſtreams that ſue from it. It in- 
timates, the abundant ſupplications Which inceſſantly 
flowed from their hearts, and were continually pre- 
ſented before God. Frequent fervent prayer is, in 
ſeripture - language, beautifully expreſſed, by pouring 
out the ſoul before God. Truſt in him at all times; 
ye people, pour out your heart before him“. 


Even in thoſe ſeaſons wherein the godly are confined 
by diſtreſs, their hearts are often enlarged, to expreſs 


in the divine preſence, with great fervour and affec- 
tion, their doubts and fears, their deſires and hopes, 
their temptations, affliftions,. and forrows. Thus 


they pour out their prayers with the greateſt earneſt- 
neſs. In all our troubles, let us ſeriouſſy conſider 


the important purpoſes which they are intended to 


accompliſh ; and when God viſits us with afflictions, 


let us viſit him with our fervent fupplications, that 


he would be pleaſed to favour us with his gracious | 


wee and timely aid, and render our diſtreſſes the 


appy means of promoting our ſpiritual improvement. 


17 Like as a woman with child that draweth 
near the time of her delivery, is in pain, and 
crieth out in her pangs ; fo have we been in 
thy ſight, O Lon p. EG i Dies. 
Tze prayers and agonies of the church, in time of 
tribulation, had proved ineffectual for attaining their 


Adeliverance, 
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deliverance, and had not been attended with proper 
effects This ſubject our het illuſtrates by a 
ſtriking ſimilitude, which is — uſed by tlie 
inſpired writers of the Old and New. Teſtaments, 
taken from the condition of a woman that is | 
nant, who, amidſt the r- and ahguiſh Ta 
feels, entertains hopes of deliverance, and of ſeeing 
the defirable object of her expectation. Notwith. 
ſtanding, being big _ with a falſe conception, ſhe 
is miſerably diſappointed. In like manner, the church 
of God, amidſt the violent diſtreſs, the flifirp -con- 
flicts, and bitter ers Roger yo ſuſtained, che. 
riſhed the agreeable proſpett of obtaini ng 8 bappy 
releaſe — ali hon, and of beholding the 
bleſſed fruits of their calamities. Promiſing appear- 
ances however vaniſhed, their expectations were fruſ- 
trated, and no ſybſtantial good effects were pro- 
duced.— 80 have we been in thy fight, O Lord. 
Thou who knoweſt all things, haſt been witneſs to 
the acute afflictions, and the ſevere conflicts, that we 
have endured, ariſing from internal, as well as exter- 
nal cauſes, and the ineffectual aſſiſtances that we have 

received in the time of our diſtreſs. | 


18 We have been with child, we have been 
in pain, we have as it were brought forth wind, 
we have not wrought any deliverance in the 
_ neither have the ighabitants of the world 
fallen. | 


In this verſe, the foregoing ſimilitude is illuſtrated, 
and applied to the circumſtances of the church. 
Ne have been with child; big with the hopes that thy 
righteous nation, by our means, ſhould have been in- 
creaſed, that thy promiſes ſhould have had their full 
effect, and that thou wouldſt have done great things 
for 18.— e have been in pain, on account of our 
manifold ſufferings and anxious folicitude, that thou 
vouldſt ſend us ſpeedy and effectual relief * _ | 
0 8 . orlora 
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forlorn deplorable condition have as it were 
brought forth wind, Our conceptions have proved 
abortive ; the pangs of afflition that we have felt 
have been in vain, and all our ſanguine expectations 
have been fruſtrated. Our anguiſh and forrows have 
not produced any real, - ſolid, good conſequences 
nor have we attained the object of our wiſhes _—— 
We have not wrought any deliverance in the earth,” 
Our prayers and cries have not as yet been accompa- 
nied me correſponding good fruits: we are not yet 
emerged from diſtreſs and calamity. Though they 
had hy mars the divine aſſiſtance, they had not 
placed their confidence in God alone, but yielded ſub- 
jection to other lords, whereby the efficacy of their 
prayers was hindered. Notwithſtanding divine 
vidence, on ſeveral occaſions, had mercifully inter- 
poſed in their. favour, and wrought for them ſome 
remarkable deliverances (by which they enjoyed lucid 
intervals of tranquillity and peace), by means of the 
Egyptians, and their other allies, ſtill, however, that 
perfect ſalvation, which the godly looked for, was not 
_ accompliſhed, Neither have the inhabitants of the 
world fallen. Our haughty oppreſſors and perſecu- 
tors, by whom we have been moſt afflicted, have not 
as yet been humbled; nor are they fallen from the 
high ſtation, and extenſive influence, that they poſ- 
ſeſſed. Flouriſhing in all the wonted vigour of their 
ſtrength, their grandeur is not declined; their em- 
pires remain in ſafety ; they are not brought low by 
divine judgments.——The church of , under 
both diſpenſations, hath been in ſuch circumſtances | 
as are here particularly delineated. Whilſt the ſtate 
of the Jewiſh people, about the time this ſong was 
| Jung in the land of Judah, is accurately deſcribed, the 
condition of the church of. Chriſt, prior to the time 
of the Reformation, is not obſcurely d icted. From 
the twelfth century, there were not a few, who pre- 
dicted and expected the reſtoration of the church to 
a better ſtate. Their prayers, however, were not in- 
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nediately anſwered : they ſuſtained ſome ſevere aflie- 


bons and confliQs, in the hope of that deliverance, 
which they obtained not until the fixteenth century. 


The more particular application of this ſong to that 
memorable period, which may be made with eaſe and 


propriety, I leave'to the intelligent and judicious.” 5 


19 Thy dead men ſhall live, together with my 


dead body ſhall they arife : awake and ſing, ye 


that dwell in-duſt ; for thy dew is as the dew of 


herbs, and the earth ſhall caſt out the dead. 


In theſe words, which conclude this beautiful fong, 
the people of God expreſs their pleaſing hopes of be- 
ing reſtored to a better condition, and joyfully con- 
gratulate each other in this IS proſpect. The 
| | hil „ At firſt view, | 
they ſeem to treat of the reſurreQtion from the dead, 


words are ſo conſtructed, that w 


yet, in their ſecondary and proper ſenſe, they de- 
ſeribe a myſtical or metaphorical reſurrection, which 
is the principal ſubje& here intended. They are evi- 


dently addreſſed to Jehovah by the church. Thy dead 
nen, who died in thy favour, and for thy glory, who 
nobly confeſſed thy truth, and ſuffered for thy fake. 


the loſs of all things, or ſome very grievous calami- 
ties, were really, or at leaſt in reſolution, martyrs. 
carding og the voice from heaven declared, in 


Revelation, Bleſſed are the dead which 


* die in the Lord: yea, faith the Spirit, they ſhall 


* reſt from their labours ; and their works ſhall follow 


them!.“ Of them the apoſtle: Paul thus, ſpeaks: 


For whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and 
* whether we die, we. die unto the Lord: whether 
therefore we, live. or die, we are the Lord's f.?“ 
Thoſe who thus glorify God, and are delivered unto 
death for Jeſus' fake, are the objects of his tender 


ifection and peculiar regard. Though they lay down 
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their lives for him, and, in the view of their per. 
ſecutors, ſeem. to periſh, they are dear in God's ſight, 
and their death 1s precious. bey ſhall live. Their I 
memory ſhall be bleſſed in the earth, where they fuf. 
fered for the ſake of righteouſneſs; and their memo. 
rial ſhall be tranſmitted with honour to following 
enerations. Their ſouls ſhall be bleſſed in the pre- 
ſence and enjoyment of God; who is not the God 
* of the dead, but of the living ;-for all live unto 
„ him“, And, at the conſummation of all things 
their bodies ſhall riſe from the duſt, on N ie 
voice of the Son of God; and, being re- united to 
their immortal ſpirits, they ſhall live for ever, to ex- 
perience the truth of what Jeſus Chriſt hath affirmed, 


+ He that ſhall loſe his life, ſhall preſerve it f; and | 
8 through eternity, to endleſs joys and 
3 ures, | 55 We | Fes bs | 
: My dead bedy ſhall they ariſe. The church is often : 
ſpoken of in ſcripture as a body, on account of the 
intimate connection ſubſiſting among all the members s 
. of which it is compoſed, and their reciprocal in j 
fluence upon each other. They are emphatically faid | 
to be the body of Chriſt, becauſe of the wonderful n 
union of all the members to him as their Head, | 
the vital influence they derive from him, and his ” 
tender ſympathy with them in every circumſtance. fy 
This body is here affirmed to be dead, becauſe, at the mi 
time referred to, they were as dead perſons, concern. Ny 
ing whom there is no hope that they ſhall return, and be 
_ live again in this preſent ſtate. Depreſſed by the Ft 
power of their perſecutors, they were prevented from 7 
actively doing good, and diſabled from extricating , 1 
themſelves out of the calamitous condition to which 11 
| they were reduced. Their ſtate, at the time referred 4 a 
2" to, was truly deplorable and hopeleſs. © Involved in * 
8 complicated diſtreſs, and deprived of the means of as 
ſupport, their life was almoſt periſhed from the eartk, to 5 


| * Luke xx. 38. + Luke xvii. 33. : 
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and ſeemed to be nearly extinguiſhed, whilſt little FE 


hope of reſtoration remained. In ſuch circu 


ve cannot. be ſurpriſed, that the church ſhould have 


ſpoken of themſelves as a dead body. In this very 
humbling and  aMited condition, they promiſe. ta 


bene deliverance, that ſhould. be as life fm 


My dead body ſhall they ariſe. The ſcriptures ſpeak. 
of a fut d e 25 ſecond and real reſur 5 
retion. In the firſt and metaphorical reſurrectioñ, 
the ſouls of the faithful, by divine power accompany- 

ing the ward of the living God, and the eifeftual |. 


vorking of the holy Spirit, are raiſed from ſpiritual * 
death, to the enjoyment of a rational and divine life. 


in which they maintain communion with God, and 
are employed in advancing his glory, their own ſalva- 
tion, and the good of mankind. And as this ſpiritual 

lfe is expoſed to many injuries, which interrupt or 

retard its exerciſe, and kin its influence, its reſta-' 

ration from languor and imbecility, to vigour and ac- 

tivity, in performing its proper functions, is likewiſe _ 
expreſſed, by their being quickened and raiſed *. _ By 

the ſecond and real reſurrection, their bodies ſhall be 
raiſed from the duſt at the end of the world, and be - 
re-united to' their ſouls by divine power, that they may 

for ever participate of the heavenly glory that is we | 

niſed to the righteous, In both ſenſes, the afflifted 

church of God ſhall be raiſed, according to the words. 

before us, which, while they depict one event, s. 
ſeribe another; and they, who attentively read What 
6 laid of the type, will haye their thoughts naturally | 


4's 


n ſcripture of the truth o 


led forward to. the en Many inſtances occur 


is remark. In the pre-. 


4 


tions relating to the deſtruction of the hypocriticak _ 5 
ad perfidious among the Jewiſh peo je, he punilh 1 
nents to be inflicted upon them are ſo. expreſſed, as 
0 give a ſtriking repreſentation of the judgments ta 
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'be excented'on the wicked a ihe laſt dy *: Thus | 
alſo, in the prophecies reſpecting the flouriſhing ſtate 


of the church of Jeſus Chriſt, the language is ſo ar- 
ranged, as to exhibit a lively view of the heavenly 
glory in its amplitude and magnificence +. In like 
manner, when the prophets foretold the myſtical reſur- 
rection of the people of God, they were directed, by 


the holy Spirit, ſo to expreſs the ſubject, as to include 


the ſecond reſurrection, of which it is the figure and 
emblem 1. Hence it appears, that prophecy frequent! 
takes in at once, different events, diſtinct both, in 10 


tꝛure and time, whilſt it purſues the extreme and prin- 


cipal deſign through its ſeveral gradations. For this 
reaſon, it chiefly employs general ideas, which are 
capable of comprehending the whole ſcope of the di- 
vine counſels, of accompanying the particular pto- 


greſſions of circumſtances, ſituations, and events, and 
of being eaſily applied to intermediate relations and 


ends. Theſe remarks may aſſiſt us in underſtanding 
the paſſage now under conſideration, where the 
church; in a decayed, dejected, and diſperſed condi- 
tion, expreſs their hopes, that they ſhall riſe from un- 
der oppreſſion, affliction, and perſecution, and be hap- 
pily elevated to a proſperous and comfortable ſtate; 
whilſt, at the ſame time, they declare their expecta- 
tion, that their dead bodies ſhall be raiſed from the 

earth at the reſurrection of the juſt. This prediction 
received a partial fulfilment in the Jewiſh church, af. 
ter having. been almoſt conſumed in the days of An- 
tiochus, king of Syria: and again, in the Chriſtian 


church, at the time of the glorious Reformation, in 


the ſixteenth century; a moſt illuſtrious period in- 
deed, to which we look back with gratitude and plea- 
ſure.— Though the church may ſeem to reſemble 
the condition of a dead body, let us not deſpond, fay- 
ing, Our hope is periſhed from the Lord: but rather 
let us adopt the animating words before us, My dead 


'* Sce Pfl. l. f Rer. vil. 9, 10. De 


czuſe of God, as if perſo 


into them, and they ſhall live, and flouriſh, and bring 
forth fruit abundantly. The church ſtandeth by the 


race, the power, and the promiſe of Jehovah :; and 
therefore, though they may be oppreſſed for a ſenſor, 


they ſhall be revivedz though they ſeem to be dead, 
they ſhall ane. = ry 


- 


Hwake and ſing, ye that dwell in duſt. The upright _ 
ſervants of God, rapt into ecſtacy,' in the delight- 


fal proſpe& of the future deliverance of the. church, 
and unable fully to expreſs the joy which they felt, 
call upon thoſe who had laid down their lives in the 


hovah had wrought for them. The perſons ad- 
drefſed, are thoſe that dwell in duſt. The 
plainly intimates, that they conſidered t | 
the godly as a ſleep, in which they reſt from their la- 


' bours, in the hope of a joyful reſurrection. In this 


view, our prophet thus repreſents the ſtate of the 


righteous after death: He ſhall enter into peace: 
© they ſhall reſt in their beds, each one walking in 


| nally-preſent, to leave their 
ry and to unite in celebrating the ſalvation that 
e 


e 


* 2 « 
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body ſhall ariſe. The Spirit of God ſhall yet enter 


os 


* his uprightneſs *.” In like manner, our Lord Jeſus - 


Chriſt ſpake of it, when he ſaid to his diſciples, 
Lazarus, our friend, fleepeth ; but I go that I max 
© awake him out of ſleep 1. The ſervants of God, 


who are dead, are only fallen aſleep in Jeſus. There 


s a ſtriking contraſt between the condition of thoſe * - 


7 
1 


E are here called upon, and that of the enemies of 
e 


elated with their g 


7 
on 
5 


ory ; whereas thoſe who are 


, 4 a | . * f 
addreſſed, were in a ſtate of depreſſion, affliction, yea, 


in danger of death, or really dead. The circumſ 


ces of doth were to be reverſed. Thoſe who dwett 
on high were to be degra 


lo be laid low, even to the ground; whereas thoſe 


* Iſaiah lei. 2. + John zi. 11. 


people of God, mentioned in ver. 5. who are faid 
todwell on high, enjoying dignity and ſecurity, proudly. | 


* 


ded, and their lofty city was 


* 


Who 


b which is neceſſary to comply with them. Thoſe who 
dell in the duſt, are called upon with as great pro- 


% torugrs e TH Ra x 


who dwelt in the duſt, arid were trampled a 
their enemies, were invited to ariſe, ens pore 

and triumph, on account of the Mctory they ob- 
tained. Ye who have been reduced to the loweſt and 
| moſt deplorable circumſtances, who abide in the re. 
gion on and d ſhadow of death; ye-whoſe bodies have had 
their habitation in the duſt, for whom no power leſs. 
A omnipotence can work deliverance—to you we 


= een, and figs Similar calls wich this) b &. 
'refted, in the word of God, to thoſe who are moſt 
; unlike! to obey them. Awake (faith the 

255 Paul) thou that fleepeſt, and ariſe from the dead, 
and Chrift ſhall give thee light *.” - Such animating | 

_ Invitations are often accompanied with divine power, 
and prove the happy. means of conveying that ability 


priety, to awake and fing, as the trees of the field are 
required, to rejoice and ſing. N are 
actually to obey the ſummons: which is frequently 
| given, to intimate the very ſtrong emotions of joy | 
It by thoſe who thus expreſſed themſelves; and 
their confidence, that had inanimate creatures been, 
 eapable, they would not have declined the invitation. 
Ye whoſe powers and faculties have for ſome time 
deen ſuſpended from their proper employment, and 
who have remained unaffected with thoſe objects 
which produce ſenſations o pleaſure or pain, awake 
and fing. Shake off your indolence : ut on your. 
- beautiful garments: and utter ſongs unto 
him who raiſeth the poor out 1 0 the duſt, and the 
needy from the dung +; who hath redeemed his 
peep e by a ſtrong hand, and who will ranſom them 
from the grave, by the exceeding of his 
mighty power. Ariſe and ſhine, for your light is 
come, and the glory of the Lord is nien 5 


e Booties” ae | 
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you. Bendel by theſe pen ee 


brate the praiſes of the Lord our God. 1 conclude. . . 


this article in the words of the learned Dr. I 


in his Note upon this verſe: © The deliverance 0 4 
® te people of God, from x fat ofthe loweſt 


« preſſion, is explained by images plainly taken from 
© the We of the dead. In the ſame manner, 
« the prophet Ezekiel repreſents the reſtoration of 


' 4 the Jewiſh nation, from a ſtate of utter diſſolution, 


« by the reſtoring of dry bones to life, exhibited to 
« him in a viſion, chap. xx2vii. which is direQly thus 
« applied and explained, ver. 11, 12, 1 It appears 
be m hence, that the doctrine of the ref urrection 
from the e was, at that time, a popular and 
% common doctrine; ; for an image which is aſſumed 
jn order to expreſs or repreſent any hinge in the 


« way of allegory or metaphor, whether poetical or 


che muſt be an image commonly known. 


and underſtood, otherwiſe” it will not anſwer the. 


N for which it is aſſumed *.”  _ 

| ir thy dew is as the dew of herbs. Dew, you. 
know, is a ſort of miſt or ſmall rain, that cometh. 
down from heaven, and falling gently upon the 
earth, renders it moiſt and fruitful. It is therefore 


: jutly conſidered as a great bleſſing. By the dew: of 
God, is here meant, the quickening ben in- 


fluences of the holy Spirit, whereby his word and 


| providence are rendered effectual for promoting the 
growth and fruitfulneſs of his people. With . war 


propriety and beauty is this ſpiritual dew compared 
to the dew of herbs, which cometh down- from hea - 
ven, and is not the effect of human art, but of diyine 
goodneſs. In like manner, the dew of the diyine 
bleſſing, that falleth upon the church, does not pro- 


eeed from created phwer, but from the infinite mercy - „ 
of the benevolent Author of every good and per- W 


felt gift ——The dew falleth impereepibly POE” 
* Dr. Dr. L. Notes on Ius, p. 144+ 
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the herbs, which it waters, and is not ſeen, while it 


. 


S225 


o 


|  . who are thereby greatly ſtrengthengd for doing good, 


3 


\ 


ſaints: it clothes them with ſimplicity and fincerity; 
it adorns them with humility and love; and diſpoſes 
them to follow whatſoever things are lovely, virtuous, 


Von. 19, PROPHECIES or ISAIAH. 4 
and bearing afflition.——The' dew beautifies and 
embelliſhes the herbs and fruits upon which it falls, 
and gives them an exquiſitely fine appearance ia 4 
clear ſummer- morning. In like manner, the dew of 
God's bleſſing gives luſtre and comelineſs to his 


and praiſe - worthy . Once more, the dew fructiſies 


the earth, and renders it fertile, in producing bread 


for the uſe of man, and wine that cheereth his heart: 
ſo the Spirit and bleſſing of God renders thoſe to 
- whom they are conveyed, fruitful in every grace, and 
every good work; and cauſes them td abound in 


thoſe excellent fruits whereby their heavenly Father 


is glorified. On theſe, and other accounts, the dew 


that falleth upon the inheritance of the Lord, re- 
ſembles the dew that cometh down upon the herbs of 


the field. Be thou, .O Lord! as thou haſt promiſed, 
as the dew unto thy people Iſrael. 


And the earth ſhall caſt out the dead; There is A 


- peculiar elegance in theſe forcible words, which may - 


either relate to a figurative. ſpiritual reſurreQi 


whereby the church is delivered from a deprefled | 


afflited condition; or to a literal corporal reſurrec- 


tion, whereby they ſhall be reſcued from the power 
of death and the grave at the laſt day. If the ex-. - 


preſſion is interpreted in the former ſenſe, it imports, 


that thoſe who were ſpiritually dead, and offenſive io 
good men, ſhould be expelled from the land of Ca- 

naan, in which they had their fixed reſidence: if in 

the latter, it intimates, that the earth, which contains 

in its bowels the dead bodies of God's people, ſnoud 


thruſt them forth, at the divine command, in the 


morning of the reſurrection, when the earth and the f oo. 


fea ſhall deliver up the dead that are in them. Both 
the prophecies and promiſes of God encourage. us to 
cheriſh this bleſſed hope, which, in due time, ſhall 


rainy be acoompliſied, As te earch, alte 


— 


| . gr the uſe of man, ſo when. the influences of 
the holy Spirit deſcend upon its inhabitants, it thalt _ 


_  faints ſhall be raiſed from their 
nal life, According to the infallible declaration of 


judgment, our prophet ae the epilog 
fol 


_ tended to prove and puri 
miſed deliverance ſhould be accompliſhed, iid divine 
_ vengeance executed upon their enemies. The in- 
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td of heaven, brings forth_abundance of 


caſt forth the dead in great numbers, who ſhall ſpri 


up, and ſhine forth in all the beauties of elne 
- and, at the conſummation of all things, by the quick; 


ening Spirit of God, which dvelleth in them, the 
ves, to en joy. eter 


the faithful and true Witneſs, © The avg Is Toning, 
in the which all that are in the gray 


Voice, and ſhall come forth, thay: . kn — 


good, unto the reſurrection of life; and they that 


have done evil, unto the reſurrection of damna- 
tion. This prediction was remarkably fulfilled 
in the time of the Maccaboek: under the Old Teſta: 
ment; again, under the New Teſtament, when the 

* church was delivered from ſevere. affliction, / and 
. deadly oppreflion ; and we. ſtill look for its more at 


eee in times that are Jar: 


20 N Come, my people, enter thou into > 
chambers, and ſhut thy doors about theg:' hide 


thyſelf as it were for a litle — oops the 
| indignation be overpaſt. 


To the foregoing beautiful Ch of merey — 
ug, con- 
tained in this and the ing verſe; in which, 
ſpeaking in the name of God, he W the hopes 


expreſſed by the faithful. He admoniſhes them, to 
keep themſelves concealed, during the terrible ſtorm 


of perſecution that was yo ariſe, by which God in- 
his church, until che pro- 


vitation is e to the bauen ol God: 07 
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y p:eple; with whom I am intimately cor LISA 
ET peculiar. manner my property, whom 1 oY 15 
choſen for my heritage, over whom I exerciſe g 
our ade, IE welfare I am N „ 
reſted, and for whoſe happineſs I diſcover 1 5 
tender concern: you who are mine, by the ſtro = 5 


bes of duty and | ogy and who 4 conſecra 
yourſelves to my and ſervice. To ſuch, God, 


by br he prophet, 7 ddreſſeth himſelf in the mot . 
tionate manner. He doth not command them, 8 
ſtern authority, to depart; but, with i : 
deſcenſion and kindneſs, he counſels them to cons.” 1 

to lay aſide their former eſtrangement, and to/ap- | TINT 
proach him with their whole hens in the exerciſe. - / 75 
ol humble dependence and unſuſpeQin ** confidence. 8 
pon their dutiful compliance with his juſt demand. 
| he aſſures them, that he will go before them, and 1 

guide them in the way, with. his eye fixed upon 96k 
hem; that his preſence ſhall attend them, and he SS 
ill give them reſt. 

Enter thou into thy chambers.” Chambers are in- 
tended, either for retirement, devotion, or ſafety; ane 
for one or all of theſe purpoſes, the people of God | 
night be directed to repair to them. Enter into 
the ſecret chambers of your houſes, and there contem- | 
pate the glorious attributes of Jehovah, the aſtoniſh-. 
2 he N 1 55 — „ 

itate the holy ſcriptures, e pronules-” | 
made ks 2 employ yourſelves in com- 10 Te: y 
N. with your hearts; and, in he exerciſe of fam 
ud hope, patience and reſignation, commit our LT 85 
dhe to the care and protection of the K ** 55 ; 1 5 
Inel.— Enter into the ſacred chambers of the ſanc⸗ 
tary, where the King of glory entertains his ſervants: F 
nth the diſplays « 14 merey, and the fruits of his N . 
— — wn he OR aaron F 

them, and ent their tions ore - „ 
lim, and — 9 — and comfort. 55 4 
tom him, according to their . "There ene 

Ver. II. . . 5 3 


; * 
* 
3 


 * tower, to which the righteous run, and are' fafe. 
| When all refuge faileth, do you, after the example of 


üble relief: his mercy ſhall compaſs you about a8 a 


| under the ſhadow of the Almighty. It is to retire 


3 
* = 1 
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may get your ſtrength renewed, your wants ſupplied, 
your outs reload; your Piste a cured; 
you may diſcover the defigns of his providential dif. 
2 eee toward you, and reverently inquire into 
his good and acceptable will 8 ing you. Enter 
into the inner chambers of ſafety, in the ſtrong holds 
and fortreſſes to which you have acceſs, where you 
hope to enjoy defence from your enemies; Remem- 
ber eſpecially, that the name of the Lord is a ſtrong 


the patriarch David, flee unto him to hide you. In 
his conſummate goodneſs, you ſhall find moſt defir. 


| ſhield; from his wiſdom, you ſhall receive direction 
and ſafe- conduct; by his power, you ſhall be preſerved 
from evil, and kept as in a garriſon; In his faithful 

_ _ promiſes, which are perfectly ſuited to your various: 
_ Eircumſtances, you ſhall find ſhelter and comfort in 
every ſtorm; and, in his watchful providence, which 
is employed in executing his purpoſes of grace and 
mercy toward his church, you tial enjoy never failing 


J To enter into theſe chambers, for the purpoſes 
mentioned, ſuppoſes, that we have free acceſs to 
them; that the doors are __ to give us admiſſion: 
it includes, the exerciſe of fervent prayer, for defence 
and ſafety; lively faith in the mercy and power of 
- Jehovah, to preſerve us from evil; and is accompa- 
nied with the diligent performance of duty, whereby 


0 LP 


our claim to the divine favour, and the promiſe of Pe 

_ deliverance, is aſcertained. In few words, it is to of 
renounce dependence on every other refuge, in which th 
men are apt to ſeek bot Meller; and, placing our truſt m1 
in God alone, to have recourſe to him in every dan- fr 
ger, as our dwelling-place, and to repoſe ourſelvesny «©: 


into theſe chambers, even as Noah went into the 
ark, by which he was ſaved from impending calam 


tf 


* % E 


—— 


ty; and as. Elijah, the prophet, reſorted to the pri- 

vate place, beſide the brook Cherith, where he hid 

timſelf, and was miraculouſly ſuſtained. Having gat 

'. into this ſanctuary and refuge, we muſt keep within 

it, as did the Iſraelites within their les, when the 

2 el went through the land of Egypt — . 

The people of God, having entered their chambers, - 

are directed to but the doors about them; in alluſion 

to what (perſons do when they are apprehenſive of 

diſturbance or danger, from thoſe who with to do 

them miſchief, or when they retire for the purpoſes 

of devotion. The ſervants of God are, in like man- 
ner, required to ſhut the doors behind them; to ex- 

' clude fram their minds vain renlonings, carnal affec- 


tions, and anxious cares about worldly enjoyments, 


heart; and no ene Pa 


* dehvereth them out of them all *.* . 
Hide thyſelf as it were far a little moment, When a 
perſon, in imminent danger of falling into the hands 
of his enemies, retreats into his chamber, and ſhuts. 
the door, he ſtill finds, that even there he may be 
much annoyed ; he therefore hides himſelf in ſome _. | 
ſtrong or ſecret- place, where he expects to enjpy - 
\ fafety and comfort. This is the very — EEE hich 175 
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the 8 if God are adviſed to fallow... Il there de 
any particular place, any divine-perfeQion, any pre- 
cidus . 7 eee providence of God, that 
ou reckon we pted to give ou tranquillity and 
2 in the time of danger er and «diſtreſs, 
are invited to reſort thither. This prudent — toy = 
Vas taken by the king of Iſrael, as we learn from | 
_ Pal. cxlii. Deliver me, O Lord (laid he), from 
* mine enemies: I flee unto thee to hide me. 
'The ſeaſon mentioned for this purpoſe, is: very thort, 
for a little moment. A moment, or the twinkling of 
an eye, is the ſhorteſt. ſpace of time of which we can 
form any juſt conception. The word cannot here be 
underſtood in its ſtrict and proper ſenſe; and there, 
fore muſt be explained with ſome latitude, as denot- 
bor a conſiderable, though comparatively a ſhort ſpace 
of time. In this extenfive meaning, it is 
Enxra the ſcribe, in his prayer to God, where he thus 
2 * And now for a moment (or fer a little 
| pace) grace hath been ſhewed from the Lord our 
5 Fade In the ſame ſenſe, che expreſſion is uſed in 


bother paſſages of ſeripture: Sing unto the Lord 


_ © (faith the pfalmiſt), for his anger endureth but a mo- 
ment f.“ And in this prophecy, For a ſmall mo- 

ment have I forſaken thee, but with great mexcies 
« will I gather thee, faith the Lord thy Redeemer}. 


The afflictions of the people of God, When properl 


conſidered, are of very ſhort continuanee, às the | 
apoſtle Paul acknowledgeth, in theſe remarkable 
words: For our light affliction, which is but for a 
© moment, worketh for us 15 far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glo He forms a beautiful 
contraſt berween the af ba and the glory of the 
ſaints: the former, he afffrms, is lig ht 5 memen - 
tary; the latter, he declares, is = ighty and eter- 
| nal. For no more than bart ie, therefore, 
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ure they required to Hide rboifelies,? d . the" 


| mays umi "the indignation be overpaſt ; une the- _ 5 


rage and fury of their adverfaries ſhall be He 
ed; until the furious ſtorm of divine wrath, ' which . 
was to blow upon their malicious' perſecutors, halt 


have buried them in ruins. Whilſt” divine: indigns- | 


tion, like a tempeſt, beat upon them with 5 
vehemence, how tranquil, Happy, and com, 

were the ſervants of the Moſt High, in the chambers 
to which th retreated |— In the review of this de- 
lightful ſubject, we may juſtly exclaim, ©.O how = 
is thy goodneſs, which thou haft laid up for 925 


* that fear thee; which thou haſt wrought for them 5 5 % 


that truſt in thee; before the ſons of men! Thou © 
* ſhalt hide them in the ſecret of thy preſence from hae 
* the pride of man: thou ſhalt keep them ſecretiy in 

© a pavilion from the ftrife of tongues. Bleſſed be ps 
the Lord; for he hath. ſhewed me 5 marvellous 5 


| ' kindneſs, in a ſtrong city. . . 


f KB | $ 


* It For behold, the . See out of . 


place to puniſh the inhabitants of the earth for 


their iniquity: the earth alſo ſhall diſcloſe her 
blood, and f. 1 no more cover her lain. OR 


The reaſon ts here ſub bjoined upon which the pre- 
ceding admonition is founded. e godly ough 
wait with hope and patience, until the? N . 
overpaſt, and Jehovah come forth to avenge his on 
injured honour, and the wrongs done to bis people. 
ln the words before us, there is an obvious al lufi ion 
to a prince, whoſe proper place of reſidence is. al | 
palace, from whence, at certain times, he makes ex- 
curſions, in order to, inſpect the ſtate of his kingdox 
to examine into the conduct of his ſubjeQts, and 0 ö 
diſpenſe among them rewards and "mats ac- 
lng & to ei deſerts. In reference to 125 TY 
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we workers of iniquity. « Though band join in 
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420 LECTURES on rn Cnar. AXN. 
the Lord is ſaid to come out of his place. The hea. 
ven of heavens is his habitation, Where he refides 
_ amidſt ineffable ſplendor, ports g hee power 
and glory, his grace and goodneſs, to ten thouſand 
times ten thouſand celeſtial worſhippers. ' Hence the 
reply of the church to the inquiry of the Heathen : 
Where is now your God? Our God (laid they) 
is in the heavens, he hath done whatſoever pleaſed 
him . From this holy place, the Lord is faid'to 
come forth to give glorious demonſtrations of his 
Mercy, in preſerving and bleſling his people; and 
rich diſplays of his righteouſneſs, when he proceeds 
to puniſh the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity. 
The perſons here intended, are doubtleſs the enemies 
of the church; and the -iniquity which God was 
about to puniſh, was their treac and perfidy, 
their barbarity and cruelty, exerciſed toward his 
ſervants. Such heinous tranſgreſſions he wauld' not 
ſuffer to paſs without juſt retribution. | Indeed, there 
is hardly any one truth more frequently repeated in 
| ſcripture, than God's determined purpoſe to puniſh 


hand, the wicked ſhall not paſs unpuniſhed f. They 
© ſhall bear the puniſhment of their iniquity, in whom 
is ſin .“ But I ſuppoſe that it is unneceſſary to 
multiply proofs of a propeſition, which, however 
little conſidered as it ought, cannot be controverted. 
How often doth the righteous Governor of the uni. 
verſe, in the courſe of his providence, inflict awful 
judgments on the inhabitants of the earth for ther f tir 
ſins!——Let us then wiſely employ the terrors, 33 
well as the mercies of the Lord, as means to preſerve ye 
us from the practice of that iniquity which expoſes to pe: 


De carth alſo ſhall diſcloſe her blood, and ſhall 
more cover her ſlain. The blood of the ſaints, wo 


Marginal tranſlation.  _ 
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were ſlain for the teſtimony of Jeſus, and the word of 
God, is doubtleſs the blood which is chiefly intendec. 
The people of God, the meek, the innocent, the un- 
armed Cllowen of Jeſus Chriſt, who, like ſheep, 

were cruelly put to death, by their powerful barba- 

rous perſecutors, are the ſlain which ſhall be diſco-« 
vered. To ſhed innocent blood, is unqueſtionably ann 
enormous crime; to ſhed innocent blood on account |, 
of religion, is ſtill greater wickedneſs : but to murder 

the ſervants of the living God, the appointed mini- 

ſters of his church, is a-ſpecies. of barbarity which 1 

have not a name to expreſs. This atrocious wicked- 

neſs, this wanton cruelty, hath been N in 70 
almoſt every age. For thy ſake, O Lord (ſaid his 
© oppreſſed people in ancient times), we are killed ' —__. 
* all the day long; we are counted as ſheep for the 
laughter: and the hiſtory of the church, in every 

period, bears teſtimony; that this hath been their 

condition in following generations. In his wonderful | 
clemency and forbearance, God hath ſometimes per- (1 
mitted thole bloody ſcenes, which have been acted in wy 
different kingdoms, to paſs for a time unpuniſhed, as 

if he regarded them not: but when he cometh forth 

out of his place to execute vengeance upon the en- 

mies of his people, who have ſhed the blood of his 
ſervants, their dreadful cruelties ſhall be publiſhed, and 
terrible puniſhments ſhall be inflicted upon them. _ 

This prediction, which was literally fulfilled in the 

times of the Maccabees, hath been again accompliſh- 

ed in ſeveral ages of the church; and probably hall | 

yet be verified in future times, when God ſhall, ap- 

pear to avenge the blood of his ſaints, that hath been _ 

poured out by their adverſaries. And at the final 
Ra all the wicked actions of men, which they _ 
ve induſtriouſly concealed, ſhall be brought to light 
and puniſhed. In this proſpe&, when you behold, 
or hear of cruel oppreſſors, violent tyrants, and in-— 
exorable conquerors, injuring and W | 

people, recollect the certain retribution they ſhall re- 
=o n „  - Cave. 


to view, they ſhall ere long be fully manifeſted. 


PORE: 


hide themſelves: * tho h they endeayour x3 co 
their crimes, the = 

_ apoſtle Paul obſerved, Some mens fins are open "lg 
_ © forehand, going before to 1 N Men eafily © 
| ſee what they are, and judge of what they have done. 
And ſome men they follow after:  thoug x at firſt 13 
were hid, they are after ward diſcovered He adds, in 
the next verle, 2 Likewiſe alſo the good works of 
* ſome are manifeſt beforehand, they that are 
. © otherwiſe cannot be hid.” Notwithſt the 
works of the upright are not preſently laid open 


Neither good nor bad actions ſhall Jong remain hid: 

5 for according. to the words of Jeſus riſt, There 
js nothing covered, that ſhall not 5 e 75 

: ' neither hd, that ſhall not be Tn. . is 


; * 
* * 
- * * 


* Lake ak a. MIL 


; 1 


PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIÕWS 
JUR prophet,: having finiſhed the beautiful ſong 
of rg , recorded in the foregoing chapter, 

oceeds, in the ey e us, to 8 his 

diſcourſe, by more fully explaining and illuſtrating 

4 ACRE were 6 5 to the — 5 

of God from the calamities above predicted. Ih 

awful vengeance. which God was to execute * 
| their adverſaries, and the afflictions with which the 

themſelves were to be viſited, ſhould be ac anied 

vith the richeſt diſplays of the peculiar favour, and 

tender care, of divine providence toward them. Un- | 

der the direction of infinite wiſdom, they were to be- 58 

come ſubſervient for promoting their purity and en 

largement, for delivering them from idolatry and fu- 9 ©_Þ 

perſtition, for rendering them fruitful in every good -" 

vork, for increaſing among them the moſt amiable _ 

union and concord, and for exciting the ſervants of 

God to zealous activity, in calling thoſe who were 

gar off, into the city and kingdom of Jehovah, __— . 

The portion of this elegant and excellent diſcourfſe 

contained in this chapter, may be diſtributed into | 

four parts, which accurately delineate the remarkable 

fortunes of the future times, to which it hath a di- 

ect reference. The deſtruction of the kings and 

princes that were adverſe to the people of God. 1 

rt, 1 — The eſtabliſhment and felicity of the DE 

church, after being purified from corruption, under 

the peculiar care of Meine providence, ver. a5. : 

The progreſs and increaſe of the church, through tbe 

mace and favour of God, after the overthrow of their 

enemies, ver. 6,—11,——The collection of the ele | _ 
z = «> God from their diſperſions, and the calling of oe. 
©" ſe who were outcaſts, to the worſhip of Jehova, 
55 ad communion with the citizens of Jeruſalem. in; 
lumble dependence upon the Father of lights, for di- 
&ttion and aſſiſtance, let us attentively conſider theſe 


freral topics which are here treated o.. 
Vol. II. TE e 
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b 9 755 the Lot with his oh 2¹ 1 
1 and ſtrong ſword ſhall puniſh leviathan the 
piercing ſerpent, even alan that crooked 
_ and he ſhall 57 the. ge: that 5 win 
the ea. 


The terrible overthrow of hats formidable poten- 
tates and princes, who were inimical to the people of 
God, is here foretold in allegorical language. This 
prediction may not improperly be conſidered as con- 
netted with the preceding triumphant ſong, and might, 

rhaps, with propriety, have been included in he 
for going chapter. The awful viſitation foretold 

e pro is limited to a certain period, pointed 

97 by theſe words, In that day. At,.or ſoon after, 
the 4 wherein God ſhall come forth to puniſh the 
inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity, and the 
earth ſhall diſcloſe her blood, he will — this 
dreadful threatening: or, perhaps, this prophecy may | 
be connected with the one delivered, chap. xxiy, 21. 

where it is written, that the Lord. ſhall puniſh the 
© hoſt of the high ones that are on 1 2 my the 
« kings of the earth upon the earth,” fublime 
hymns of praiſe having been ſubjoined to the predic- 
tions contained in that chapter, the inſpired writer 
now proceeds to relate more particularly, ſome ou 
ordinary events, which were to ee at that remark- 
able period when the liberation of the church ſhould 
take place, and divine vengeance be executed upon 
thoſe powerful enemies and perſecutors by whom 

they had been afflicted. 

Three terrible voracious animals are here wen. 
| tioned ;: the firſt of which is, leviathan the piercing 
ſerpent. The crocodile is probably the creature in- 
tended by this deſcription, to whom it may be very 
well * * _— which lives boi on 


land 
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land and in water, lies frequently about the river Nile, 


in Egypt; and is ſaid to have been ſeen in ſome places 


of America. It meaſures from about fifteen to thirty 


feet long. It has about ſixty joints on the back, 
covered with a certain kind of bark or ſhell, ſo hard 
that a dart or ſpear cannot penetrate it. Its body is 


6 firm and ſtiff, that it cannot eaſily turn or wind it- 


ſelf, even when purſuing its prey; ſo that the eaſieſt - 
way of eſcaping from this dangerous creature, is by 
Pur frequent ſhort turns. It is called a ſerpent, 
becauſe gf the ſhortneſs. of its legs, on which it ſeems 


rather to creep than to walk; and it is diſtinguiſhed 
by the name of the piercing or ſtraight. ſerpent, be- 


cauſe it does not roll itfelf up'in folds, like that which 
is next ſpoken of Leviathan that crooked or long 


ſerpent, which is flexible and winding, eaſily coiling 


itſelf up in a circular form. Of all the wild and dan- 


gerous animals that are hoſtile to mankind, this is the 
moſt terrible and hideous. Many things have been 


collected reſpecting this creature by à celebrated 


writer *, ſome of which exceed belief: among theſe, 


is a circumſtance that he relates cancerning its prodi- 
gious fize; Attilus Regulus, the conſul, in the firſt 
«* Punic war, encountered one that had its reſidence 
e at the river Bagrada, in Africa, which, after ſuſtain- 


ing a long furious attack from his whole army, 


was at length overpowered with ſtones and darts. 
Such was its enormous length, that its ſkin, which 


was fent to Rome, meaſured one hundred and 


twenty feet. The third ſpecies of living erea- 


| tures here mentioned, is the dragon that is in the ſea. 


By the laſt part of this defcription, he is diſtinguiſhed , 
from the dragon that frequents rivers and marſhy 
grounds, and from him that reſides in the deſerts. 
The ſea- monſter, or whale, is probably the fiſh that is 


intended. In the very elegant deſcription of this 


largeſt of all living creatures, which God himſelf gave. 


+ Bochart Hieroz, part ii. book v. chap. lll. 
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to his ſervant Job, he beautifully delineates, in-glow: 
ing 2 -his-prodi ORs gs untraQable dif. 
poſition, his immenſe itrength, the difficulty and dan. 
ger of catching him; and thus eonctudes,. e be. 
F holdeth all high things: he is a king over all the 
children of p ide bY My e HOU gh 
| - Theſe large animals are here ſpoken of allegori- 
_ cally, to denote, ſome great potentates, the enemies 
and perſecutors of the people of God; for it cannot 
reaſonably be ſuppoſed, that they are literally the ſub. 
ject of prophecy. In this ſenſe, the leviathan and the 
dragon may denote, thoſe powerful eruel princes 
and monarchs,” who, actuated by pride, avarice, and 
_ envy, inflamed. with hatred and rage againſt true 
religion, and its inoffenſive unarmed confeflors, 
thirſted for their blood, and inhumanly devoured 
them, as wild beaſts do their prey. Theſe are the 
crocodiles, the ſerpents, and the dragens, which God 
threatens ſeverely to puniſn. In prophetie oY le, they 
0 e 3 the 1 of feroc _ 
mals: thus Pharaoh, king of Egypt, is propheſied 
by Ezekiel, as the — dragon, that lieth in the 
midſt of the rivers. In like manner, the pr 
Jeremiah introduces the church, complaining in 
words: Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, hath 
© devoured me—he hath ſwallowed me like 3 dra- 
gon.“ The import then of this prophecy will be, 
that, at the time referred to, the Lord, by:means of 
ſtrong and irreſiſtible judgments,” would deſtroy thoſe 
great monarchs, who were the fierce relentleſs perſe- 
cCutors of his people. The fword of the Lord, in the 
prophetic ſcriptures, denotes, thoſe violent divinejudg- 
ments which proceed immediately from his power 


and righteouſneſs, and earry along with them ineri- 


table deſtruction. Deliver me, O Lord (ſaid David, 

* king of Iſrael), from the wicked, which are-thy 

_ © ſword,” by whom thou puniſheſt tranſgreſſors. "Thu 
95985 Job ali 34. | + Eack. Aix. 3. Jer, k. 3 3 
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the truth, and maſt conſiſtent with the ſcope of the 
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licke | imp cable adverſaries of the * of God 
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| ſword is called a ſore, ee eee Sond "Wo 


intimate, the very afflictive and- irreſiſtible judgments _. 
which were thereby to be iufſicted, and their ;power. . 
Ie Ne 
ee 5 | 
Various have Jo the opinions of est 540 

to the kingdoms and powers which are Seca in in. 
tended in this propheey. To me, the expoſition of 
the learned Vitringa ſcems to be beſt founded, neareſt 


5 3 ſay wy, that by the 70 — are ie 
underſtood e kingdoms 0 ypt Aſlyria | 

and by the dragon i in the midſt of we ſea, 'is 9 
the king of Arabia, including the neighbouring na- 
tions, ſuch as the Ammonites, the Moabites, the i 


means, and Tyrians, who were inimical to the prone 
of God under the Old Teſtament. / Theſe 


powers to the kingdom of God, were ſeverel7 
püniſhed by Jehovah, when be came forth to/execiite | 
rr, vengeance upon the malicious adverſaries 
of his people. They were, however, followed by 
others, who, in ſome reſpects, reſembled the crea- 


tures here ſpecified,” and who in latter times have ha- | 


rafſed and — the chureh. 5 * Neu, by 
leriathan the piercing or ſtraight | 
meant, thoſe perſecutors of 12 — — of ' 15 Fes.” 
Chriſt, who, —— any ſpecious pretexta, 1 25 
greatly injured and afflicted them: ſuch were ſome 
of the Roman emperors. By leviathan the erboked 
ſerpent, may be ſignified, thoſe malicious oppoſete of 
the church, who, under ſome feigned appearance, by 
various ſtrata ems, have diſcovered the ſtrongelt/en. | 
mity againſt their ſafety-and hap 
gon in the midſt of the ſea, ma intended, myſti- 
— ; Rome, called es Citi, after it r 8 


Moſt High 3 to this interpretation, all 
* 


pineſs. By the'dra- 
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| ſhall, at the time referred to, be puniſhed and: 
From all which we conclude; that this wy 


in ſome: meaſure, been already fulfilled; and pap 


ſhall be farther accompliſhed in times yet future. As 


Jehovah hath declared, he will certainly avenge the 


wrongs done to his people. Kings and — — 
ever great and powerful, who have moleſted and in. 
jured them, he will puniſh. Though vengeance may 
ſeem to his ſervants to be long delayed, yet their cries 
mall be heard, and in due time he will reco 
their adverſaries : he will make inquiſition for 
and publicl — * blood of hls. Wu pig 
| hath been , 


2 In that 0 bos yo unto her A wages 
of red wine, 


Our prophet now 8 to 3 the eſta. 
bliſlument and felicity of the church, under the con- 
ſtant care and protection of God, after having been 
| purified in the furnace of affliction. At the period 


Me droge God was to inflict deſerved puniſhment upon 


the powerful malicious perſecutors of his people, they 
are invited to ſing to one another, celebrating the 
ſafety and happineſs of thoſe who have God for their 
defence. In this pleaſant exerciſe, they were directed 
to expreſs their joy in the divine adminiſtration; ; to 
cheer the hearts of their brethren, which had been 
greatly deprefſed by manifold diſcouragements, afflic- 
tions, and ſorrows; and to animate them to rejoice 
in the Lord, and his abundant mercy. . When * 
courſing from the fifth chapter of this 8 
treated of the beautiful figure here uſed, by w 10 


the people of God are repreſented as a vineyard: at 


preſent, I ſhall not recapitulate what was then ſaid on 
this ſubject. With great propriety and elegance, the 
church Is called, A vineyard of red wine; i. e. hs vines 


| * Plal Hr. 10. A 
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mong others, 


grape. The church of God, though internally 
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bearing grapes, that yielded red wine, which, in the _ 
land of Canaan; was celebrated as the ſtrongeſt and 
moſt excellent, and much preferable to white wine. 
Hence Moſes, when reminding the Iſraelites of the 
kindneſs of God, in granting them the poſſeſſion of 
that rich Ms ee notice of this circumſtanice, 
* they drank the pure blood of the 


excellent, and bearing much fruit, acceptable to God, 
and uſeful to men, yet, like vines, their external ap- 
pearance is often mean, om "50 it little to attract 
admiration. Notwithſtanding, from faith unfeigned, 

and love without diſfimulation, they pour out ſuppli- 
cations unto God, which aſcend as incenſe before his 
throne. - By the acknowledgment of the truth which 
is according to godlineſs, and the practice of all the 
Chriſtian virtues, they glorify their heavenly Father, 
and prove highly beneficial to ſociety. © Like a vine- 
yard of red wine, which was a ſource of opulence, as 


well as pleaſure, to its proprietor, the church is the 


inheritance, the portion, the peculiar treaſure of Je- 
hovah, which yields him the fruits of praiſe, honour, 
and glory, and in which he delights to dwell. 


z I the Lord do keep it, I will water it 
every moment; leſt any hurt it, I will keep it 


night and day. 


| | „ 

Jehovah is next introduced, expreſſing his admir- 
able care, and vigilant attention, to the intereſts of 
his people, who were ſpoken of, in the preceding 
verſe, under the beautiful figure of a vineyard. He 
ſolemnly declares his tender ſolicitude for their wel- 
fare, and gives the moſt explicit reviving aſſurance, 


that he will always do every thing neceſſary for their 


lafety and happineſs ; and that he might give the 


| greater weight to what he ſays, he ſeems to glory in 


| * Deut. xxxii. 14. 5 . = 


P 
as Jeſus Chriſt affirms, in the parable concerning 


vine; the Shepherd and Biſhop of his church, toward 


which, he, in every reſpect, performs alb thoſe acts of 
| kindneſs that circumſtances; require. he. Lord 
do keep it. I the Lord of heaven and earth, of angels 


and men, with unremitting attention, obſerye what 


paſſes within it, and what is done againſt it. All its 
intereſts are continually under my peculiar direction 


and management. I preſerve it in order, allowing it 


to want for nothing that is neceſſary ae vine 


its beauty or fruitfulneſs.. I protect ĩt from the 
Y it waſte. 12 N 


enemies that would injure and 
it, leſt any hurt it, 3 or ca 


either of fixed purpoſe, or by raſh precipitancy. It 


hath many powerful adverſaries, who are hoſtile to its 


| beſt. intereſts, and who unite their efforts to deſtroy 


or burn it up with fire: but the gates of hell, and the 
powers on earth, ſhall never be able to prevail againſt - 
it. I the Lord God Almighty do keep my church, 
compoſed of all thoſe who are ritten in the book of 
life. By my providence and grace, I fortify them 
againſt the attacks of their foes, I preſerve them in 
ſafety amidſt every danger, I deliver them from every 
impurity, and I enrich them with every bleſſing. Nei 


ther temptations nor offences, afflictions nor. perſecu- 


tions, ſhall eſſentially injure. them : the violence of 
ce.nemies ſhall be repreſſed, and their malevolent aſ- 
' - faults converted into real benefits. The Lord will be 
a wall of fire round about his people, and the glory 
in the midſt of them: he will keep them as in a gar- 
riſon, yea, as the apple of his eye; and therefore the7 
ought conſtantly to rely on his gracious roteftion.— 
This vigilance and care of Jehovah over his church is 


Nabe and day, compriſe in them every imaginable 
| ſpace of time. The expreſfion plainly imports, the 


unintertupted 
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uninterrupted l everlaſtin perpetuity 
of ge privilege, and that, e people © 
God are under his divine at. all flow. 
The enemies of the viney of the Lord of deen 
ik and unweaied in hl e to hurt and 
deſtroy it : but he who 2 flumbers n nor 
ſleeps, as it is written in Pf cxxi. © The 7 45 
keeper: the Lord is thy ſhade on thy 
* The fon ſhall not — thee 3815 
by night.” It is not fo diffic 
by day, when the light _ that 
— . as to watch it when * nee 
prevents from ſeeing thi Lr er ut. 
to the Keeper of lire, the pe a and Tok * ate 
both alike : the darkneſs hideth not from him; but 
the night ſhineth as the day. He watches oyer his 

people, not only in the ſerene and clear day of pro- 
f ſperity, and preſerves them from falling a „ | 
thoſe temptations which, in ſuch ſeaſons, are * N 
liarly dangerous; but, in the dark and ſtormy night 

of affliction and petſecution, he n them from 

ſurrounding ms and ſecures al intereſts. 

He delivers them from the peſtilence that walketh in 

darkneſs, as well as from the deſtruction that waſteth 

it noon- day When we conſider aright our own 
weakneſs, and the many fubtle and powerful enemies 
vith which we are environed, we may juſtly be over- 
vhelmed with diſmaying fears. But when we look 
r hills From whence ou id dot come, and 

that omnipotent arm w | 

forms around us an invincible defence, d Maes giyes 
lafety and ſtability in the N perilous circumſtances, | 
ve have good cauſe to triu in Bhs almighty power 
ud grace! which ee ly upholds us eifel . 
it is added, Few oh 992 1 

I will water it every. moment. Theſe words clearly _ 
relate to the plentiful and continual communication 
of the ein! Spirit un 
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| to the + os and fruitfulneſs of the 


 falvation are rendered ef er e e th 


abundant ſupply of the Spirit of God, of lich tbe 
vineyard of Jehovah is aſſured, ariſes ſpiritual growth, 
fruitfulneſs, and perſeverance. By this ineſtimable 
benefit, they grow up in all things to Chriſt, who is 
the Head: having nouriſhment miniſtered, 3 


With the increaſe of God. The 
fluence accompanying the miniſtration 4 the 4 
and ordinances o Ged, the number of the faithful is 
increaſed; their graces and virtues are exerciſed and 


neceſſary to the exiſtence and comfort of the church, 
and of every individual, in his ſpiritual capacity, be- 


our children, = "YE * 19 95 our Gra vo 


4 * . 
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rain from heaven is to the fertility of the od. By 
this means, faith and hope, humility and love, 5 
and purity, with every other grace, are conye! 
cheriſhed, and ſtrengthened ; the ſaints are conducted 
to the knowledg e of God's ways; and the means of 


rpoſes of their inſtitution. From the r and 


knit together, as the apoſtle Paul hare apr 


improved. Indeed, this falutary bleſſing is abſolutely 


e SE Ine Een 


longing to this highly 1 ociety, Deprived of 
this important bleſſing, they would * like the 
barren wilderneſs, = 2 Le in ihe deſert.» Ac- 


commodating himſelf therefore to the neceſſities of 
his church, the. Lord promiſeth, I will water it every fe 
moment. Wich unremitting attention, he ſeaſonably di 
pours forth freſh ſupplies of his quickening Spirit wi 
upon his ſervants, whereby he renders them like trees ne 
planted by rivers of water, that bring forth their de 
fruit in ſeaſon. By theſe reviving communications, re 
he heals their backſlidings, he enlivens their languid ar; 
graces, he repairs their decayed ſtrength, he recovers . gl 
them from their ſpiritual maladies, and makes them tra 
fruitful in wy good work. We plead thy thou hu ge. 
miſe, O Lord! We beſeech thee do as thou fer 


ſaid: Pour out water upon him that is thirſty, and 
< floods upon the dry ground: pour thy Spirit upon 


Ty 
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« And they ſhall. ſpring up as — the, wa © 

6 vllows by the water-courſes”. by CHIC TOE Gat. 16 
4 Fury. is not hn me: eee a 

0 and thorns againſt me in battle? I-ywould 


go through them, I would burn them together. . | 


The Lord here proclaims his own amiable charac- - 
ter; and repreſents, in ſtrong terms, the extreme 


folly and danger of forming any oppoſition ta the _ 


execution of his purpoſes Fury in man, is anger 
raiſed to the higheſt pitch, when * mind is filled 
with indignation and keen reſentment. Of this paſ- 
ſion, may be affirmed what Solomon faith of jealouſy, 


_ * It is the rage of a man; who, when under its in- 


fluence, will not ſpare to take vengeance on thoſe 
with whom he is offended. This remark we ſee ex- 
emplificd in Nebuehadnezzar, king of Babylon, who, 

when informed of the arab reſolution of Sha- 
drach, Meſhech, and Abednego, not to obey his or- 
ders, was filled with fury, and commanded them to 
be caſt into the fiery furnace, after it was heated ſeven 
times. In firi& propriety of ſpeech, fury is not in 


God: it is not in him; as in men, a turbulent uneaſy 


paſſion, that deprives of ſacred tranquillity and ſelt- 
enjoyment ; nor is it manifeſted by ſuch improper ef- 
fects as ariſe too frequently from the higheſt human 
diſpleaſure. It is not in him, toward his people, to 
whom he is always well affected; and when he ſees 


neceſſary to correct them ſeverely for their faults, this 


doth not proceed ſo much from wrath, as from real 
regard to their welfare. Such diſpenſation which 
are 9 to give a more full diſplay of the divine 
glory than could otherwiſe be enjoyed, are to be 
traced to other and higher cauſes than anger or e; 
geance. True indeed, fury is, in ſome paſſa N | 
(cripture, aſcribed to 'God. The Lord (faith: the 

* prophet Nahum) is jealous : the Lord revengeth, 
and is 1 8 me Lurk wil ES Ik hy hi 
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_ © his adverfaties; and he reſerveth wrath for his ene. 
mies Such expreſſions are uſed, in condeſcenſfion 
to human weakneſs, to aſſiſt our feeble apprehenſions; 
and muſt always be underſtood in a manner conſiſtent 
with the infinite perfections of Jehovah. + Fury attri. 

| buted to him, denotes no more than his juſt hatred 
and indignation againſt fin, and his determined pur- 
poſe to ſhew his reſentment by the execution of righ- 
teous judgment. If, upon any occaſion; his anger is 
kindled, and burneth like fury, it is not againſt his 
church, but againſt perſons of a very different deſcrip. 
don from hem Ps! 

\ Who. would ſet the briers and thorns againſt me in 
Battle? The briers and thorns, which are nat here li. 


teerally to be underſtood, may denote, hypoctitical and 


evil men, profane finners, who - walk in the ways of 
their own hearts, and mock at facred things. People 
of theſe characters are juſtly repreſenteq; by this meta- 


phor, becauſe they are barren and unpfbfitable, hurt- 


ful and troubleſome : they are apt to over-run the 
vineyard of the church, to injure its fertility, and at 
laſt they will prove proper fewel for the fire of God's 
anger. Under this emblem, they are often mentioned 
in ſcripture. -* The beſt of them (faith God, by the 
< prophet Micah) is as a brier: the moſt upright is 
© ſharper than a thorn +.'——Now the Lord inquires, 
Who would ſet the briers and thorns pain me in battle? 

| Who that is not deſtitute of underſtanding, and alto- 

| 1 infatuated, would act ſo preſumptuouſſy and 
qoliſhly ? Words and compariſons are inſufficient 
fully to repreſent the unreaſonableneſs and malignity 
of ſuch conduct, which is more abſurd than any thing 
that we can imagine. Who would ſet briers and 


' thorns in oppoſition to God, who is a conſuming ' 


| © fire :I would gu through them, I would burn them 
Together, even as the flame devours the combuſtible 
materials that are laid in its way. Though fury i 


'* Nahum5. 2 + Mieah v. 4. 


fur 
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ſtronger than he f.“ Are you 


8 n ar 


Vin. 3. PROPE e 


not in God, Wann peop 5 
he conſiders as his vineyard, and towdrd Waom he 
entertains a kind alfection; yet his wratt 16 kindled . 


itical tranſgreſſors; wii ſet 
Ea in oppoſition to him, woes unleſs they 


repent, and take hold-of his ſtren h, 5 
unquenchable fire. -* The wicked (faith Ge by the 
prophet David) ſhall be turned into hell; an 


nations that forget God a © If-thoſe who are dhe . 


nous and troubleſome ta the vineyard of Jehovah, all 
preſume to contend with him, he can ay eaſily and'fud- 
denly conſume them, as the fire- -burns the briers and 
the thorns. Hot inſignificant and vain is all the op- 
poſition which ſinners can poſſibly make to the mighty 

God! The weakneſs of God is ſtronger than man. 

The apoſtle Paul repreſſes the fooliſh preſumption of 


obſtinate tranſgreſſors by this pointed interrogatory, þ 


which perſons of this ſort would do well to confider: 
Do we provoke the Lord to jealouſy ? are we 

to contend with | 
the Almighty, who can cruſh you as a moth, who can 
break you in pieces as a potter's veſſel, who can con · 
ſume you as the fire doth briers and thorns ? 3 


5 Or let him take: hold of my W 0 “ 
he may make peace with ban 8 be mall move: | 
peace with me. 


i 
2 . 1 ES 
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"Theſe words point out the ah way whe c 1175 wr 
ters, who have oppoſed God, may attain peace ad 


reconciliation with him. ——Some learned: commen- | 


tators have obſerved, that the Hebrew word here ren- 
dered or, ſignifies alfo unleſs, which ſeems to be the 
preferable tranſlation in this verſe.” What is meant j 
i the ſtrength of Jehovah? and what, by taking hold 
of it? The ſtrength of the Lord is his "almight © 
power, for which nothing is impoſlible, | It is chat 8 


ir in, 1h. 150 Ea | | 
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diving attribute. (yea, the excellency of all the W 
perfections) whereby God ſaveth periſhing tranſ. 


Immortality. Upon this all-ſufficient ſtrength, reſts 
the faith and hope of ſinners, ready to periſh under 
the accumulated guilt that they have contracted. Of 
all the glorious perfections of Jehovah, this ſtreng 

is the moſt amiable, and moſt celebrated in ſerip- 
ture, as the ſure foundation on which humble con- 
vinced ſinners build their hopes of deliverance. Such 
are the ſentiments expreſſed by the ſacred writers on 


this intereſting ſubject: In the Lord have I righ- 
< teouſneſs and ſtrength *®. In God is my falvation, 
and my glory: the rock of my ſtrength, and m 1 
refuge is in God . Bleſſed is the man whoſe 
' * ſtrength is in thee: in whoſe heart are the ways of ky 
them , who have not lifted up their ſoul unto va. = 
nity, who depend not on their own righteouſneſs and F 
ſtrength, and are heartily willing to accept of falva | 
tion from God as his free gift. This almigh il 
_ ſtrength the ſaints, of every age, have highly exto | 
led, and exulted in the thoughts of its being employ- i 
ed for their benefit. * The Lord is my rock and my 1 
< fortreſs, and my deliverer: my God „mp It th, i. 
in whom! will truſt ||.” And mo the comfortable n 
experience they have had of its divine efficacy for T 
the moſt important purpoſes, they excite others to Wl © 
. . Aſpire after this precious bleſſing.  * Seek the Lord, = 
« and bis Arength: ſeek bis face for ever. more” Wl 5, 
. * Ifaiahxlv. 24, + Pfal. hi. 7. + Pal. lit. f rel 


ll Pfal, xviti. 2. 
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This un quotation iretts iv” ine ingo, 
ought to make of this article 
Let m 
of this ſtrength.” This expreſſion probably alludes 
to an ancient cuſtom among the Hebrews. When 
any perſon was ſenſible that he had forfeited his life 
by ſome enormous tranſgreſſion, he went and laid 
hold on the horns of the altar, where he reckoned 
himſelf ſafe; Two remarkable inſtances of this fort 
occur in the Old-Teſtament hiſtory : the one, reſpect- 
ing Joab, and the other, Adonijah; of which we read 
in 1 Kings i. 50. and in chap. xi. 28. In reference 
to this practice, the Lord faith, in the words before 
us, Let him that wiſheth to make peace with me, la 
hold of my ſtrength: Jeſus Chriſt, the great Meffiah, 
is emphatically ſtyled, the power of God; the altar - 
to which ſinners, convinced of the folly and danger 
of acking in oppoſition to the Moſt High, ought to 
flee, in the exerciſe of lively faith and true penitence, 
and lay hold of this all-ſufficient Saviour, as the only 
hope ſet before us. Upon this almighty Redeemer, 
concerning whom the prophet Micah foretold; *that he 
_ * ſhould feed his people in the ſtrength of Jehovah, in 
the majeſty of the name of his God, we muſt entirely ' 
depend, for reconciliation with our offended Sove- 
reign, for eternal redemption, and every needful 
bleſing. Humbly abaſing ourſelves in his preſence, 
on account of our tranſgreſſions, we muſt wreſtle 
with him, as did Jacob, refuſing to let him go, until 
he bleſs us with ſtrength. Like Moſes, when plead- 
ing for pardon to Iſrael, we ſhould” beſeech him, to 
et his power be great, _—_— as he hath ſpoken; 
and, with the apoſtle Paul, to follow after, that we 
may apprehend that for which alſo we are apprehend- _ 
ed of Chriſt Jeſus. This is the way to get hiv ſtrength | 
perfected in our weakneſs, to be ſtrengthened” with | 
all might by his glorious power, and to receive all 
thoſe ſupplies of grace that our neceſſities may re- 
quire.— Do you then, my friends, take 3 
. | | 8 
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God's bn; Sueben po t of 
' ſufficiency, who is able to de for n =. rb 
can aſk or think: have continual yecourſs to his ful. 
neſs, for relief in all your neceflities} and humbly 
relying on his powers? - endeavour to the! utmoſt th 


ſerve and obey hig. 
That be may nl Ga 
tinue at variance wi —— 


. Splat 4p — wht are — *. 
poſed to the wrath of almighey God; and ; who, 
wherever they go, are ſtill, within the reach of bit 
vengeance, which may ſeize upon then evety:mo- 
ment! How ſolicitous then qught we to be, to make 
peace with God, by taking hold af his ſtrength; that 
we may have him for our ” faithful Friend; our ſun, 
our thield, and exceeding great reward! How deſir- 
able, bow comfortable, to have his glorious 
tions employed for our benefit, to have his kind pro- 
vidence to protect and bleſa us, to have intereſt in all 
his precious promiſes, to have his Spirit to fanctify 
and comfort us, and to be intereſted, through the 
great Redeemer, in all the bleſüngs of the covenant 
of peace! Happy they who ere in fuch;a-caſeas this! 
This ſacred peace with God is 4 ſource of never. 
failing conſolation and joy; for when once eſtabliſned, 
however forlorn our external circumſtances, we have 
acceſs to our beſt Friend, aud are admitted to delight- 
__ communion with him. This ineſtimable benefit 
| procured by Jeſus: Chriſt, who made peace by 
rem blood: of his croſs, and conveys-it in the moſt en- 
dearing manner. Buch is its divine influence, that it 
rules in the heart, it tranquillizes che mind, it com- 
poſes the paſſions, and diffuſes a ſweet ſerenity through 
the whole ſoul. Being founded on the promiſe, the 
oath, and covenant of God, and acquired by the life 
and death, the reſurrection and interceſſion of his 


own Son, it at and When 
wn Son, i is 88 — "therefor 
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o every difficulty that ean be ſtarted on this * 
2 with the anſwer of = conſeience toward 
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therefore the Son of God was going 9 diſ. 

ciples, and give them his eſſing, which in- 
cluded all the happineſs his, liben liberal heart could deviſe,” 
he thus expreſſed himſelf: Peace I ev ines ons 


my peace I give unto you .. 
r conf a et ir f 


hall accompany the means which God hath: preſerib- 
ed, in order to making peace win him. By taking 
hold of God's ſtren th; thoſe convictions which were 
felt by the mind, when awakened to- proper ſenſe 
of in, ſhall be — the diſquietude 


ade; and the alarms excited in the ſuſpicious breaſt 


ſhall no more be heard. The. joyful tidings of recon- 


ciliation ſhall be liſtened to with pleaſure and admira- 
tion. I am pacified toward you, faith the Lord 


mine anger is turned away our iniquities are par= 
.* doned—I will not execute upon you the fierceneſs 


* of my wrath.” The glad news are received with 
humble gratitude, that a perfect ſacrifice hath: been 
offered to expiate the guilt of tranſgreſſion, that a 
complete ranſom is found: ſufficient to obtain the de- 
liverance of captives, that a fountain is opened which 
cleanſeth from all impurity, and that ſufficient provi- 
fon is made for reſtoring. 8 between an offended 
God, and thoſe who were at variance with him. 
The. blood of Chriſt being 
heart by the Holy Ghoſt, in the languag e of an in- 


ppired writer, we have peace with God, l our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom we receive the atbne- 


ment. Thus are we furniſhed with a ſatisfying n 


ror x the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt from the 
1 W. you r ID ene, 


aft John. xiv. 2. 8 1 ; 80 5 
vor. Il. | : 3% 4 


x evil conſcience ſhall be pacified ; the unde . 
by ſin ſhall be healed; 4 hoſtilities ſhall be laid 
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give comfortable aſſurance of the happy-ſucceſs that 
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ene t hand of God, who alſo 
* maketh interceflion for us *.%——Senfible of the 
evil of your former ways, and the danger to which 


_ ated in hoſtility againſt him.  Proſtrate yourſelf in 


| the mediation of his Son, that, being reconciled unto 
and peace ſhall be with you. - If any of you think 


| I not availed-myſelf of the light thrown 
| portant fbjeR by the new and better f 


P the face of the world with fruit. 


| pars e from them hypocritical profeſſors and profane 


church muſt ſhine forth with much additional light 
24 222 This rr event Is n in the 
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le Paul: © Who is he that condemneth? It 
riſt that died, yea rather, that is riſen again, 


you are thereby expoſed, throw domus with noble 
diſdain, the weapons of rebellion, bebe you have 


his gracious preſence, and, with real penitence, ac- 
knowledge your tranſgreſſions. Humble yourſelf in 
his ſight, and earneſtly implore his mercy, through 


_ you may live in peace; and the God of love 


that 1 have treated this verſe too much in the lan- 
e of the New Teſtament, and not in a manner 

ited to the more obſcure views of the church under 
the former diſpenſatidn, I ſhall only ſay, that the way 
of peace being now more clearly revealed than it _ 
was, I judged that I ſhould have been culpable, 


6 He ſhall cauſe them that come of. 3 
take root: Iſrael ſhall bloſſom and bud, a and Wt 


The enlargement and fruitfulneſs the W of 
God, -after having been delivered from afflictions and 
perſecutions are here foretold in beautiful figurative 

guage. If fury is not in God, with reſpect to his 
ehurch; if he hath no other view in àfflicting his 
people, than to promote their real benefit, and to ſe- 


ners; then, after theſe purpoſes are attained, the 


25 505 „* 8 


ſpiritual offspring, who reſemble him in integrity 
— in ina, IE prayer, and fmplicity of 
' Shall cauſe to tale root. There js an obvious alls- 
fon, in theſe words, to the figurative deſcription-that 
is ſometimes n who are. - 
com to fruit-bearing trees. 
faſt 15 of the earth in which 


ſteadfaſtneſs in qo clad rg the pi 
plainly refers After which it is arr — 
hall boſom and bud. They ſhall aſſume the moſt pro. 
miſing and flouriſhing appearances, ng the 
abundance of good fruits which they were to _ = - 
= r it is immediatel 
— the face of the world with fruit. I 
they were to produce, are in ſcriptore denomi. hg” 
nated, in reference to the ſecret cauſe from which Fa 
proceed, the fruits of the Spirit. In reſpect to 
ſubſtantial matter whereof t ho 828 te | 
are called, the fruits of | 
pong to the petuliar e g's — who bear 
them to petfection, e 
* for repentance l. The root of the 
(ith Solomon) yieldeth fruit . The 
of their hearts, are good thoughts, which ri 
_ and therefore David, king of Iſrael, 
© How 
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The equity che eine procedure 10 de vindi· 
cated, by a compariſon, inſtituted between the ſevere 
puniſhment inflicted upon the enemies of the people :. 
of God, and the moderated afflictions wherewith the 


whom he ſmote with moderation, were jacob aud 


vorld with fruit. The other perſons ſpoken of, are 


ſervants of the Moſt High. The prophet inquires, if 
God hath ſmitten Iſrael, as he ſmnote their 

The queſtion hath: evident! 7 * force of a ſtrong nes 
gation, as queſtions of this wendy have in 
ſcripture. The words, diveſted — their int iS 
form, plainly denote- what they are intended to ex- 
preſs; namely, that God hath not ſmitten and ſiain 
his people, as he hath done their wicked enemies. 
and juſt providence 
ions and death: no exemptions- are made by him 
vho correcteth the nations, and hath appointed for 
all men once to die. Notwithſtanding, God doth not 
mite and flay the righteous, as he doth their mali- 
cious adverſaries and cruel perſecutors; Nag as the 
Aſſyrians and Syrians were in ancient 2 Ws 1 — F 

he imote and flew in his hot diſpleaſure, ſt in- 
lignation _ — enormous crimes, 7 hy 5 
vere entirely overthrown; a judgment this, 2 

the ſervants of God pri ire as the” greateſt evil . 
that can befal. them. His people he afſlicts in mercy, _ 
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church had been viſited The perſon introdueed, 
28 having ſmitten and ſlain, is Jehovah, ho puniſhed 
leriathan, and who keeps his vineyard. Wen 96S 1 Es 
Irael, whom he eauſeth to take root, and te fill the 


the briers and thorns, who wounded and injured the 


Both the righteous and the wicked, in the all-wife 
of God, are ſubjected to afflie- 


bving-kindneſs, and faithfulneſs, with the view of 


| rife up againſt them. The difference of their cha- 
racter and conduct, and of God's diſpenſations to- 
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upon the wicked, are the juſt recotnpenſe of their ins 


quities, whereby the Almi l diſplays his conſum- 


mate righteouſneſs and a \The afflic- 
_' ich the people of God ae wed re de 
ſigned to accompliſh the moſt ſalutary 
ä them from corruption, to detacli them — 
this preſent evil world, to imbitter ſin, and to 
them for another and happier ſtate than this. Th 
calamities ſent upon the wicked; are intended to de · 
monſtrate the righteouſneſs: of the Lord, to give 
alarming pin of his dreadful dif eaſure — 
_ fin, and to rid his church of their 
mies. By this verſe, we are r 2 
ocal oppoſition that never fails to diſcover itſelf, 
ubſiſting between the Iſrael of God, and thoſe who 


ward them, is uniformly conſpicuous in every age. 

An unjuſt man (ſaith the proverb) is an abomina · 
tion to the juſt— And he ar is ee ght in his way, 
is abomination to the wicked.“ In conſequence of 
this contrariety, the wicked plotteth againſt the! juſt, 
and ſmiteth them; and the righteous: Lord, who 


hateth ihiquity, and avengeth the injuries done to his 


ſervants, ſmiteth them WO more eee _ 
doth his peculiar people. | 


9 In meaſure when ir 3 thy thou 


wilt debate with it; he ſtayeth his 225 wind 
in the day of the ealt-wind. N 


Our prophet ein in \theſe word — pe 
be graciouſly pleaſed to mitigate the afflictions with 
which he viſiteth his people, and to 


them to their partieular eireumſtances A perſon 


chaſtizes or puniſhes in meaſure, ven the chaſti 
or puniſhment is exactly ſuited to the demerit of the 
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tel. He is alſo ſaid to puniſh in meaſure, when the- | 
correction adminiſtered is greatly moderated; and leſa 


to puniſh men with the 7 ſeverity, he proceeds _ 
according to the ſtricteſt juſtice; but hen he chaſ- 

tizes his people, the correction he adminiſters is always 
leſs than their iniquities deſerve. This is the doctrine 
from the following expreſſions, taken among 
many that might have been addueed on this ſubjeQ: 
He will not contend for ever, neither will he de al- 


ways wroth *. In the midſt of deſerved wrath, he 
remembers mercy. I will correct thee in meaſure, 


and will not leave thee altogether unpuniſhed f. 


When it ſhooteth: forth, "thou wilt. daun ub it. If 


tranſgreſhon, which is the ſource of every-calamity, 
be intended by that which ſhooteth forth, the ex- 
preſſion may — that, _ ee of God 
proceed to tre againſt him, and t ee ee | 


begin to ſhew themſelves, he will give an early and 


ſeaſonable check to their progreſs, and prevent them 
from growing to any great height, I affliction, 
which is the juſt conſequence of fin, bo meant, the _ 


vords may denote, as the marginal tranſlation ſeems 


to intimate, that, when God is about to ſend afllic- 
tions upon his people, he will attentively. confidet 
what kind, and what meaſure, is beſt adapted to ac» 
compliſh the end he hath in view; and exacthy pro · 
portion them to their circumſtances, and the ſalu · 
tary purpoſes he intends to promote. He: will not 
diſpenſe to them one-grain of more trouble than; his 


conſummate wiſdom ſees proper for their benefit, nor 


ſuffer them to be tempted above what they arę able 


to bear; but with the. trial, he will open a way io 


elcape, that they may be able to bear it. 
He ftayeth bis rough wind in the day of the\eafts = 


vind. From whatever natural cauſes the; wind ariſes, 


it may juſtly be conſidered as one of the wonderful | 
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' works of God, who bringeth it forth out of his treaſures, 
In the language of ſcripture, he is ſaid to have creat- 


cd, to have prepared, to have conimanded it, to exe- 
cute divers purpoſes. He appoinyeth the parijcular 


ſeaſons in which it ſhall blow, 'the places in which ir 
ſhall ariſe, the direction it ſhall take, and the effeQs 
it ſhall produce. Two forts of winds are here men- 
tioned, the rough and the eaſt wind; both of which, 


I I ſuppoſe, muſt be underftood, not in the literal, but 


in the figurative ſenſe, denoting afflictions, which, 
like the wind, are entirely at the divine diſpoſal, are 
ſtrong, violent, and troubleſome, though, at the 
ſame time, they are uſeful and ſalutary. Some afflic- 
tions reſemble rough and boiſterous winds, that are 
awful and terrible; others are like the eaſt-wind, | 
ſharp, penetrating, and withering. Now the prophet 
here declares, that God will in mercy ſtay the one, 
when the other ariſes. Such is his tender compaſſion 
diſplayed in his diſpenſations toward his people, that, 
when he viſits them with ſharp afflictions, he will. 
graciouſly reſtrain thoſe violent diſtreſſes which might 
precipitate them into the depths of ixremediable cala- 
mities. God deals gently and kindly with his pecu- 
lar le at all times, eſpecially in troudlous days. 
Even when they commit iniquity; he chaſtens them 
only with the rod of man: the Hebrew word ſignifies, 
of a frail'and feeble man, who. doth not give a very 
hard ſtroke, When we accurately trace the divine 
procedure toward the church, eſpecially in times of 
diſtreſs and calamity, we cannot fail to obſerve th 
accompliſhment of this prophecy, which hath been 
verified in a thouſand W 3 and been gratefully 
acknowledged to the praiſe pf divine grace. Senſible 
of the divine goodneſs expreſſed in this declaration, 
let us unite our requeſts to God, in the words of the 
prophet Jeremiah? O Lord, correct us, but with 
judgment; not in thine anger, leſt thou bring vs 
eo Woh ggg 8 
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9 By this eee e 
cob be purged, and this ii all the fruit to take, 
away his ſin; when he maketh all the ſtones of 

the altar as chalk-ſtones that are beaten in ſun- 
der, the groves and images ſhall not ſtand up. 


"Theſe words explicitly declare, that the afflitions 
wherewith the church were to be viſited, ſhould prove 
- the happy means of delivering them from idolatry, ſu-. 
perſtition, and hypocriſy z- and of reſtoring them to 
purity in doctrine, worſhip, and practice. This verſe. 
is connected with the preceding, by the word be- 
fre, intimating, that the effects here mentioned, are 
ſuch as may be expected to follow from what was 
there ſaid. Since the all · wiſe God graciouſly attends: , 
to every circumſlance relative to his people, and is 
pleaſed to proportion and mitigate their afflictions, 
they muſt be accompanied with the moſt ſalutary ef. 
fecks.— By this ſhall the iniquity of Jacob be purged. 

By means of the ills and calamities of life wherewith 
the poſterity of Jacob are viſited, their iniquity ſhall 
be purged. In ſcripture-language, purging of iniquity . 
ſometimes denotes,” the taking away the guilt which 
hath been thereby contracted; the diflolving the ob- 
zation to ſuffer puniſhment, by forgiving tlie treſ- 
paſs. In this ſenſe, the expreſſion is to be underſtood . 
in that awful declaration made to Eli the prieſt, 
That the iniquity of his houſe ſhall not be purged 
* with ſacrifice, nor offering for ever“; i, e. the 


8 N 


puilt contracted by his family, was not to be removed 

by thoſe means which were inſtituted for obtaining 

the pardon of ſin. According to this interpretation, 

the words before us import, that the people of Gad, 

by means of affliction, are purified, from iniquity. 7 
Salons of diſtreſs are eſpecially appropriated to ſeek 
the Lord: affliction excites them earneſtly to implore; | 
at he would forgive their ſins, and take away their 
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the world, the uncertainty of its enjoyments, the de. 
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guilt, in virtue of the great propitiatory facrifice 
Shich he himfelf hath gel for that he would re- 
ſtore them to a comfortable ſenſe of his pardoning 
2 and the ineſtimable benefits connected vi 
it. In times of trouble, when God is thus ſought, 
he often manifeſts himſelf favourable and propitious; 
and conveys to his afflicted ſervants, the renewed par. 
don of their. fins, with a reviving ſenſe of his favour 
A CCC 
And thit is all the fruit to take away hit fine. The 
effects intended to be produced, by the afflictive 
diſpenſations wherewith God viſits his people, are, 
depriving fin of its power over them, and van- 
quiſhing thoſe evil habits that they have contracted. 
Though afflictions for the preſent are not joyous, 
© but grievous : nevertheleſs, afterward they yield the | 
© peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs, to them who are 
© exerciſed thereby. The inſpired writer, whoſe 
words I have now quoted, that he might give the 
children of God a juſt ſenſe of the utility of divine 
chaſtifements, puts as it were into the one ſcale, the 
uneaſineſs with which they are accompanied, and into 

. the other, he places the good which they tend to pro- 
mote; and, weighing them in a juſt balance, he 

| ſhews, that the latter evidently preponderate the for- 
mer. Afflictions to the people of God, are a bitter, 
but often a wholeſome medicine, attended with ſalu- 
tary effects. When bleſſed and ſanQiified of God, 
they not only induce them to beg of God the forgive- 
neſs of ſins, but they ſerve to ſhew them the vanity of 
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ceitfulneſs of its pleafures, and the precariouſneſs of 
its riches and honours. They remove thoſe falſe co- 
lours with which fin was covered; they awaken the 
conſcience to feel the power of divine truths; they 
take off the heart from confidence in the creature; 
they make ſenſible of the dreadful deſert of tranſgrel- 
fion, and ſhew what an evil and bitter thing it is to 


_ * Heb. zii. 13. depart 
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depart from the Lord our God. Sanctified afflictions 
tend likewiſe to humble the pride of the human heart, 
vo diſcover the folly of carnal confidence, to mortify 
ſn, to, mould into filial ſubjection to the Father of 
ſpirits, to exerciſe and improve every divine grace, 
ſuch as patience, ſubmiſſion, reſignation, and heavenly 
mindedneſs. The deſign of God then, in bringing 
his ſervants into diſtreſſed - circumſtances, is not to 
hurt, but to do them good; not to deſtroy, but to 
purify them from corruption. Let the conſideratio n 
of theſe gracious. ends which God hath in view to ac- 0 
compliſh, by the evils: that we ſuffer, en 4118 to 
bear them patiently, and to improve them faithfully 
for our ſpiritual and eternal benefit: and let us fre- 
quently recollect, if theſe precious fruits have been 
produced in us, by means of the afflictions with _ 
which we have been viſited.  _. 

When he maketh all the flones of the altar as chall. | 
fines that are beaten in ſunder, &c. There ſeems to — 
be an alluſion, in theſe words, to the expreſs com- 
mand which God gave to Iſrael of old, to deſtroy 
* all the places which the nations whom they expelled 
had conſecrated to idolatry and ſuperſtition, to over- 
* throw their altars, to break down their pillars, to " 
* burn their groves with fire, to he down the graven 
images of their gods, and to deſtroy their names 
* out of the land *.' So completely were they re- 
quired to aboliſh the monuments and inſtruments of 
idolatry and ſuperſtition, that they beat them to pow- 
der like ſoft chalk-ſtones, and then threw the duſt 
into ſome river, that the leaſt veſtige of them might 
not be fund. In this manner, Moſes deſtroyed be 

| golden calf that the Iſraelites worſhipped r; and thus 
«i Hezekiah put an end to the brazen ſerpent, to which 

he they did burn incenſe f. The punctual execution of 
ey the order above mentioned, would be reckoned a 

#; proof of their obedience to the divine authority, and 
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their indignation againſt idolatry. The time wherein 

God would take away the iniquity of Jacob is thus 
deſcribed, when he maketh all the al. of the altar 
as chalk- ſtones; when the altars, that had been erect- 
ed for the purpoſes of ſacrificing unto idols, and of 
performing thereon prohibited ſuperſtitious worſhip, 
ſhall be broken down, the ſtones of which they were 
built ſhall be beaten to powder like chalk-ſtones, and 
thrown with deteſtation into the water, that they may 
never more be uſed in any work. Jh groves and 
images ſhall not ſtand up; but be entirely overthrown, 
as a public teſtimony of their hatred of idolatrous 
and ſuperſtitious practices. Such were the re- 
markable effects that followed the captivity at Baby- 
lon, that ever ſince that memorable period. wherein 
er, 1-287 d of Ifrael were greatly afflicted, they have 
uniformly diſcovered as great an averſion to, as ever 
they had ſhewn a fondneſs for idolatry. This circum- 
| ſtance reprefents, in a ſtriking light, what ought to 
be the effects of thoſe afflictive diſpenſations of provi- - 


|. dence, that are accompanied with the happy fruits of 


taking away ſin. They diſpoſe the perſons who ex- 
- perience them, to adopt, with a noble diſdain,' the 
language of Ephraim: What have I any more to do 
„with idols? We will ſay no more to the work of 
_ © our hands, Ve are our gods: for in thee (the Lord 
our God) the fatherleſs findeth mercy*.' We 
heartily renounce thoſe lying vanities, which, in 
times paſt, we have followed, firmly determined, 
through thy grace, to teſtify the utmoſt abhorrence 
of our former iniquities, and to cleave unto thee with 
- purpoſe of heart. Such are the prevailing ſentiments 
of thoſe who are purified from all iniquity unto God, 


a peculiar people, zealous of good works. : 
- Yet the defenced city ſhall be deſolate, and 
the habitation forſaken, and left Tike a wilder- 
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"neſs: there ſhall the calf feed, and there ſhall he | 
lie down, and conſume the branches thereof. b 


Having mentioned the ſtrong expreſſions of deteſta- 
tion againſt idolatry, which were to be the effects of 
ſanctified afflictions to the people of God, our pro- 
phet, as I ſuppoſe, proceeds to foretel the total deſo- 
lation of that great city, which was the chief ſupport 
of idolatry and ſuperſtition. The defenced city, of 
which he ſpeaks, was probably no other than = 
lon, which was always inimical to the args ogg z0d, 
the patron of idolatry, the mother of the abomina- 
tions of the earth. The country around it, and its 
inhabitants, are thus deſcribed by the prophet Jere- . 
miah: It is a land of graven images, and they are 
mad upon their idols. According to this ſuppo- 
ſition, the ſeveral parts of Ifaiah's diſcourſe are admi- 
rably connected; and the deſign of it, which was 
to repreſent the awful judgments which were to be 
executed upon the enemies of the church, is fully an- 
ſwered. The Jews, after their return from Baby- 
lon to their own land (groves and images being abo- 
liſhed, and that great city deſtroyed), were no more to 
fall into idolatry, but to adhere cloſely to the worſhip. 
of the true God. The ſolitary and uninhabited con- 
dition of that powerful and populous city, is here ex- 
hibited in diverſe emphatical expreſſions, which, when 
complexly conſidered, depict, in ſtrong colours, the 
miſerable ſtate to which it was to be reduced — 
The defenced city ſhall be deſolate, entirely laid waſte 
and overthrown. And the habitation forſaken. \ The 
magnificent palaces, and ſplendid houſes, wherein the 
kings, the princes, and nobles reſided, were to be bu- 


* 
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ned in ruins. And left like a wilderneſs, lonely, and 


vithout inhabitant. | There ſhall the calf feed, and 


there ſhall he lie down. - The place whereon the city _ 


ood, was to be occupied by cattle, which were to 
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graze there; and, ranging at full liberty, they would 


eat up and conſume the branches thereof, which ſprung 


from the trees and the willows, that grew by Mane 


ver Euphrates. Having illuſtrated this ſubſect at con. 


ſiderable length, when lecturing from chap.” xili. 19. 


and following verſes, I only notice one other c 
ſtance mentioned in the next verſe. 2 


L 
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11: When the boughs, thereof are withered, 
they ſhall be broken off: the women come and 
ſet them on fire: for it i a people of no under- 
ſtanding: therefore he that made them will not 
have mercy on them, and he that formed them 
will ſhew them no favour. 


The ſmall branches and young twigs, that had be. 


come dry and withered, were to be broken off, and 


gathered by women for fewel, or ſet on fire in the 
open fields for various purpoſes. This, taken in 
connection with what was ſaid in the former verſe, 


I lainly intimates, the complete deſolation of the de- 


enced city. Conſider Babylon here, as in many 


prophecies where ſhe is mentioned, as comprehend- | 


ing other cities and empires-inimical to the church of 
God, addicted to idolatry and ſuperſtition, and in 
her deſtruction, behold their total ſubverſion. And 
as the literal Babylon was a type and figure of myſti- 
cal Babylon, in the deſolation of the former, contem- 
plate the image of the entire overthrow of the latter. 
Tor it is a people of no underſtanding. Theſe words 
ſuggeſt the reaſon why the preceding predicted judg- 
ments were to be inflicted. ''The men of Babylon 
were indeed a people of no underſtanding, in matters 
relative to true religion; which no man th, 
but thoſe to whom God hath revealed them by his 
Spirit. Though they were naturally intelligent and 
judicious, they were deſtituee of ſpiritual underſtand- 
ing; they had no knowledge of the — 
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eborab, the perfedtion of his law, the purity of his | 
- worſhip, and the exc „ 


were not acquainted with their own beſt and eternal 
intereſts, nor did they purfue them by thoſe means 
whereby they could be effectually promoted and ſe- 
cured. In this reſpect, notwithſtanding all their high 
retenſions to wiſdom and knowledge, they were per 
Fay on a level with the children of men; concern- 


ing whom God declares, There is none that under- 


« ſtandeth, there is none that ſeeketh after God“. 
They were wiſe to do eyil ; but to do good, they had 
no knowledge. They had become vain in their 
* imaginations, and their fooliſh heart was darkened. 
; Profeſſing themſelves to be wiſe, they became fapls ; 
and changed the glofy of the incorruptible God, 
into an image made like to corruptible manj.'—= 
On account of this groſs inſenſibility, and baſe 7 5 8 


verſion of the benefits they enjoyed, it was foretold, 


Therefore be. that made them will not have mercy on 
them, &c, God is the Maker of all men: his hands 


| hath made and faſhioned them: he 5 id t 
therefore 


them in the lower parts of the earth; and th 
he often acknowledges, that he ſtands connected 


"ith us in this intimate relation. As he made, ſo he 


alſo formed them into thoſe ſeveral ſocieties into 
which they are ranked. He forms them in their 
civil capacity, high and low, rich and poor, ſtron 

and weak, as ſeemeth good in his ſight. Men ſhould 
therefore reverence and honour their Maker: they | 
ought to depend on him who formed them, for their 
preſervation ; they ought to obey his laws, and to 
ſubmit to his appointment, Indeed, they mult be 


void of underſtanding, who do not thus acknowledge 


their Maker, and by neglecting their duty toward 
him, forfeit his mercy- and favouri———T herefore be 
that made them will not have mercy on them. Mankind, 


dy tranſgreſſion, have not only obſcured their under- 


bes 7 ky - -_ 5 
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ſtandings, and loſt all claim to the divine favour, but 
they have alſo expoſed themſelves to preſent and ſu- 
ture miſery. This, in particular, uns the caſe with 
the inhabitants of Babylon, who had become ex- 
tremely impious and wicked. Now, when God hath 
mercy upon men, and ſheweth them favour, he deli. 
vers them from deſerved deſtruQion, and gives them 
an underſtanding to know him. This favour, how- 
ever, he declares, by our prophet, he would not con- 
fer upan the Babylonians. Jehovah is holy and righ- 
' teous in all his ways. Pofleſied of ſovereign right 
to diſpenſe and with-hold his mercy, à preroga- 
tive to which princes, to which indeed all men lay 
claim, he diſtributes his favours according to his 
good pleaſure.  * He hath, mercy on whom he will 
© have mercy, and whom he will, he hardeneth *, 
What ſhall we ſay then, Is there unrighteouſneſa 
* with God? God forbid f. conſider it not to be 
my buſineſs to ſtart difficulties, and then to diſplay 
- Ingenuity and learning in reſolving them. This pro- 
vince, in my opinion, falls to the profeſſor of divi. 
nity, and the critical writer, who are expected to be 
well -ſkilled in this art. A plain practical preacher 
Vuiuiſnhes rather to inſtruct and edify his people, and 
thoroughly to furniſh them for every good work, 
whereby they may adorn their profeſſion, and glorify 
their heavenly Father, than, by nice diſcuſſion, to per- 
plex their heads, and amuſe their fancies. Lwill not 
therefore ſtay to ſtate and ſolve a difficulty which thie 
ſubje& naturally ſuggeſts, to the ſolution; of which, 
modeſty, humility, and a facred regard to the word 
of God, will contribute much more than a learned 
diſguifition.:. mg oe nn ane Ee 


12 © And it ſhall come to paſs in that day, 
that the LoRD ſhall beat off from the channel of 
the river unto the ſtream of Egypt, and ye ball 
be gathered one by one, O ye children of Iſrael. 
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. in 
be ex preſſion,” 1 have\ often remanked, n 
about the time, or er ing 

am er ob acomplſe, the Lo, uo init | 


mai e ger it that 1 
it. In this — by Moſes, in-the low: 
' When thou beateſt'thine olive-tree, ion alt not | 
| * go over the boy again: it ſhall be for the ſtran- 
ger, for the widow, and for the fatherleſs*,” In 
alluſion to this the word is elegantly wied 
in 3 metaphorical ſenſe, to expreſs ſome * 
att of Jehovah, whereby he was to ſhake 1 1 a 
doms, and to raiſe a violent concuſſion in the coun»! 
tries, ſituated between the rivers mentioned, where 
the Jews were diſperſed ; which ſhould be the means 
of apuraling. hot oon, the: pong; BRIE PIs! 
they were ſcattered, of reſtoring them to liberty, and 
of collecting them into the body of the church. The : 


6 Babylonians, * and | „ were the na- 
A tions which X pang ra of ce 
which is thus — 7 15 


From the channel , river unto. lad ** 5 
Frypt. The river here meant, is the Euphrates,” 
which is repeatedly intended in chis prophecy, where 
the river is mentioned. vihout a name being given AGE 
to it. By the ſtream or river of Egypt gnified 
de Nile, the celebrated river that flows through that 


5 ben. an. 20. RL „ 
Vor. I. 33 e 


- - alſo predicted the ſame great event: Therefore, Thus 
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country. Theſe two remarkable rivers. formed the 
boundaries of that extenſive country; which God wa 
about to ſhake, or beat, that he might collect 
_ his diſperſed your ple. And ye ſhall be gathered 
by one, & c. E prophet Jer Jeremiah uſes 4 ſimilar 
; — when ſpeaking to tlie ſame people: I vill 
6. take you one of a city, and two of a family, und 1 
will bring you to Zion *.” The, et Ezekiel iſ 


* faith the Lord God, I will even gather you from 
the people, and aſſemble you from the countries 

© where ye have been eden and I will give you 
© the land of Iſrael f. Te ſhall be gathered one by 
one, as the olives, which are ſhaken 66 the olive-tree, - 
are gathered with reat care, ſo that none of them 
may be left, or loſt. This ptophecy Iſaiah addreſſed, 

not At to the poſterity of Judah, but to all the trides 
of lſravd, that he might give them to-underſtand, the 

— care of Jehovah over all the deſcendants of 
that renowned patriarch.— The Lord continually 
obſerveth his people, and taketh particular notice of 
them, wherever they are. Earthl * parentz, when 
their children are diſperſed into different countries, 
cannot attend them, nor be acquainted with their ſe. | 
veral circumſtances. It is not ſo with God, the Fa- 
ther of his people, whoſe eyes run to and fro through- 
out the earth, to ſhew himſelf ſtrong in eagle e 
upright in heart. His eyes are in ev place, obſerv 
ing their particular conduct and ition, that he 
may ſtrengthen, comfort, and do them good, as their 
neceſſities require. Though you may be in mean and 
- deſtitute circumſtances, he will 2 e Jou: 
he will hear your prayer, and remem 

; ſo that you ſhall have reaſon to ſay alth De 
- vid, I was brought low, and he helped me j.. 


13 And it ſhall come to paſs in that day, that 
the great trumpet ſhall be blown, and they ſhall 
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ſold, reverted to the tribes to. whom they 
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come which were ready to periſh in the land of 
Aſſyria, and the outcaſts in the land of Egypt, 


and ſhall worſhip the LON in the INS mount 


at Jeruſalem, . 


| Theſe words deſcribe the ch pp ſee 0 thei means 


to be employed for ga 
vere ſcattered ow, young they mi r 3 _—_ 
* 


ther in the ſolemn ſervices of wb * it 


all come to paſs in that day: after oing | 
2 ſhall be fulfilled, when Iſrael a bal have 1 


root, and bias ed. and filled the face of the world 


- with fruit; and whey: by means of afflictions, w_ 


ſhall have been purified from iniquity be g. 
trumpet ſhall be blown. © This prophecy may per — 
alle to the following command, which the Lord 
gaye to his ſervant Moſes, recorded Numb. x. 2. 
Make thee two trumpets of ſilver; of an whole 
© piece ſhalt thou make them; that thou mayeſt uſe 
* them for the calling of the affembly, and for the 


* journeying of the camps.“ From- this ſtatute for 


Hrael, and this law of the God of Jacob, it appears, 
that the trumpets which God appointed his ſervant 
to make, were intended to convene the congregation 


of Iſrael, to. ſolemnize the ſacred feſtivals that they 


vere required to obſerve unto the Lord: or 


it may refer to the commencement of the Le of ju- 
bilee, which was proclaimed throughout-the land, y 


the ſound of a trumpet ; when ſervants were rel; 


debts were cancelled, 2nd poſſeſſions that had been ; 


a 1 5 
delonged.. At the time to which our prophet 

forward, the great trumpet was to be blown : dane 
remarkable ſignal ſhould be given, for; aſſembling the 
children of Ifrael,' who. were then to recover their li- 
berty, and to return from their diſperſions, to the 
land given to their fathers for inheritance; and to 
Jeruſalem, that they might TP the Lord their: | 


Cod, 8 We * e 


\ 


And they 47 wars. heady ts geit, hc. 
Theſe wor 2 — e joy . 
above proclamation. The miſerable. condition of the 
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perſons who were to take the a of it, is thus 
graphically deſcribed : They were re yk periſh. To 
this deplorable flate, the children . Htael were re. 
peatedly reduced. When detained in hard bondage 


by the Egyptians, they were ready. to die; through 


| Hard labour and ill treatment; and, therefore, with | 


this acknowledgment began the humble 
made at the offering of the firſt· fruits of their land: 
© A'Syrian ready to perith was my. father s. When 
in captivity at Babylon, their circuraſtanees were little 


better. The king of Aſſyria ruled the nations in an- 


er, and ſmote the people in wrath ; with a continual 
| Rroke, he greatly oppreſled thoſe whom he conquer 

ed; eſpecially the captives, whom he carried away 
into his own land.. Under the power of this haughty 


mercies were cruelty, through affliction and 
ſion, they were ready to perith,——Qtbers. of them 
were outcaſts in the land of Egypt» Many of them had 


\ retired into, Egypt, in times of danger: many had 
been carried thither, at different periods, by de 
ä vim the” and remained in the land; concerning 
om the Lord thus ſpake, by the ptophet Jeremiah: 
e thee an outcaſt f. 1 this manner 
were t 


y treated, as a reproach, a proverh, a taunt, 
and a_curſe, in all. places whither, they went fo—— 


From theſe diſtant countries, it is foretold, they ſhall | 


come. The accompliſhment of this prediction 
ſeem to themſelves, and to o 
if not altogether i impoſſible. 


kingdoms, they were ſubje&- to powerful valiont, 


they were employed in ſervile hard labour, and did 


they offer to depart. out of thoſe kingdoms which 
| Teaped the . of thes d i conſequences to. 


„Deut. Axvi. 5. 4 om Ax. I 3. 


le uin 5 
them 


e. 


monarch, and ſubject to. his Caprice, whoſe tender | 


1 ¾Op̃ ]7§, ,f ran Sac 4 


Flath the Lord God, Behold,” 0 my: e, 
{ open your graves, and cauſe. yau J 
Jour graves, and bring you lc the and ele 
They ſhall come, and ö 
Sball won hip the Lord in the holy maing at * ”  —_—_ 
En. Wor I TY 
ture, than ſome particular acts of Loom and re 


rence which are que to the Moſt * In this 


. 1 


—— ls Be SER hol 4 £ 
Shiloh. Though ſacrifices were anciently apart of 
divine worſhip, yet they are ſeparately A in. 
the paſſage referred to. Sometimes it has a mort ex-- 
tenſive meaning, and includes the whole of that fa- 
cred ſervice which men owe to their great Creator 
and Lord, as in Pal. xlv. where it is written: He is 
thy Lord, worſhip thou him.” Fear and love, truſt 
and bim, in a manner ſuited to his infinite ma- 
jeſty and grandeur, his adorable condeſtenſion and 
grace, aceording to the rules that he hath preſcribed | 
in the ordinances which he hath inſtituted. In this 
large ſenſe, worſhip muſt be underſtood in the predic· 
in efore ws. Thoſe who were ee. , and ready _ 
do periſn, were to come, according to prophecy, 
and do homage unto Jehovah, by performing hoſe 
ads of worſhip which he hath 3 and to which 
he hath annexeſl the promiſe of his gracious p 8 
and favourable acceptanee..— The place where is 
hall be done, is, in the holy mount at Feraſalem ;._ 
which: God was pleaſed 0 N and ſet Ne” 


* | * Beck, . 5 ; + Vers 1 „ 
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for the ſotemin-ſetvices of his worſhip under che for, | 
mer diſpenſation, where he promiſed to meet with his 
| 12 and to command his bleſing upon them. 


upon this highly favoured city Jeruſalem. It is called, 


the city of the great King, the beloved city; the jo 
ofthe whole catth;-the ͤ ———— tht hw" of þ, 


Lord, of which glorious things indeed were ſpoken. 
It was greatly exalted above all 


tinguiſhed by the moſt important privileges. Thither 
the tribes of the Lord were again io go up, unto 
the teſtimony of Iſrael, to give thanks vnto the name 
of the Larll.. 


er 
able prophecy contained in this verſe, which was ful. 


filled by means of the royal proclamation- af. Cyrus, 
king of Perſia, that he cauſed! to be put in writing 


and publiſhed throughout all his kingdom. See 3 


copy of it in the hook of Eara, chap. i. a, 3, 4. In 


conſequence of this famous edict, a great company of 
above forty. thouſand of the poſterity of Iſrael, who, 


were ready to periſh in the land- of Aſſyria, returned 


from that country unto: the land. of their. fathers, un- 


der the conduct of Ezra, Nehemiah, and Zerubbabel. 
Theſe, :doubtleſs,' were joined by outcaſts. from the 
Lord at Jerufale ... hgh 

The prediction however admits of another mean- 


* 5 
N * 
* 424 


ing, which is couched under the ſame terms. It may 
be interpreted ſo as to relate to another event, diſtant 


in time, and diſtin& in its nature; namely, the 


a great 
cceſſion to be made to the church of God, by. the 
promulgation of the - goſpel under the New Telta- 


ment. Theſe different relations of prophecy. ate 
termed, the literal and myſtical ſenſes, which conſti- 


tutte one of the moſt difficult and important ſubjects 
of theology. In the prophetic ſeriptures, perions, 
places, things, times, and the like, ſuſtain as it were 
a double character, the one proper, and the . 


allegorie® 


the 
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allegorical; and theſe: ſubjects are ſometimes treated 
in ſuch a manner, as to relate either to the one ſenſe 
or the other 7 or to both united, as in the paſs 
ſage before us. Thoſe wonderful deliverances which 
God foretold he was about to work for his people in 
times of old, exhibited inſtructive repreſentations of 
the far more glorious ſalvation which he was to ac- 


compliſh in after- times for his church? Theſe event: 
our prophet connects together; and, whilſt he treats 
ol the former, he gives plain intimations of the cer- 


tain approach of the latter. Let us therefore ſhortly 
conſider the myſtical ſenſe of the words, of which we. 
have heard the literal meaning. 
And it ſhall come to oy in that day, wherein the 
foregoing prophecies ſhall be fulfilled in their figura- 
tive ſignification, to the people of God under the 
New Teſtament——That the great trumpet ſhall be 
bloon. The goſpel of the Son of God ſhall be pub- 
liſhed throughout the world, which proclaims liberty 
to the captives, and the opening of the priſon to them 
that are bound; which announces the acceptable year 
of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God; to 


comfort all that mourn. And they ſhall come iubich 


were ready to periſb in the land of Aſyria, and the out. 
caſts in the land of Egypt. In conſequence of di- 
rine power accompanying the publication of theſe 
tidings of forgiveneſs, liberty, reſtoration, and eter- 


nal inheritance, multitudes ſcattered abroad, through. 


out kingdoms adverſe to the intereſts of the chureb, 


who were outcaſts from God, and expoſed: to -ever- 


laſting perdition, leaving their wretched condition, * 
ſhall return And ſhall worſhip the Lord in tha holy 
mount at Jeruſalem.” They ſhall ſerve with one con- 
ſent the only living and true God, their Redeemer, 
righteouſneſs, and ſtrength; and join in celebrating . _ 
his praiſes with his church, anciently a, N by 
mount Zion. In this view alſo, the prediction hath had 

is accompliſhment in an eminent degree, as we _ 


A 


arch 


worſhip him that liveth for ever 


hen all the elect of God ſhall be e 
the voice 


angel, and the trumpet of Sd 


* 


und ever, in 


= 
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> HL we now enter mow the eel Ws. 


| courſe, compriſed in the third the prophecies 
of Gib. This long a] in the fix - 


| follo pters. hays . it is not f. 

ror any mark of diſtinftion,, nor doth it 
dear any inſcription, and though it hath ſome affinity 
to that which went before it, jet both: its ſabje&t and 
- form differ from the preceding. Great part ef that 
which we taft conſidered, was conſolatory, intended 
to comfort the church, ſuffering for the ſake of relt- 

gin, with the hope of deliverance from 
enemies, and the enjoyment of better mes. Te 
 lageſt coking that which 8 3 
is minatory, reatening wi vine judgments. "1 
Ephraimites and the Jews, who were involved” . 
errors and abominable vices; who cotrupted 
| d d more on human than M- 
Perſons of this deſcriptiom, en 
phet ſharply reproves for their crimes, arid GS. 
vith various ſevere calamiities; whilſt, from time yy _ 
time, he takes occaſion to confole the minds of the. + I bo” 
4 with many pron ecious promiſes of thoſe excellent. 25 Ws 
denefits wherewith the att, under the Meſſiah, 
led This * roar ep NET 


s 


IXix, Xxx. XX%1, 5 From the whole ſtru . 
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have been delivered prior to the memorable wp... El 
*  Aﬀſyrian ar which. is: Senn, cb #t.- +. O 
. 8.3 and followed by a y flovriſhing ſtate of 5 
h's kingdom, 50 the felicity of Meſ. n 
las reign. It was probably publiſhed about the . 23 


l was ſent * Egypt a 
Vox. II. e 31 <a 5 „ 


diſtinct parts. The firſt is addreſſed to the Jews and 
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ſolicit the aſſiſtance of that kingdom againſt the Aﬀy. 
rians. The diſcourſe may be diſtributed into three | 
Ephraimites, and is comprehended in chap. xxviii. 
The ſecond is directed to the Jews who reſided at je. 
ruſalem, and is included in chap. xxix. The third is 
ſpoken to the people of both nations, who were look. 
ing for aſliſtance from Egypt, and is recorded in chap. 
xxx. xxxi. xxxii. and XX$#l. - . + QT 
In the firſt ſection, replete with elegance and va- 
riety, contained in chap. xxvili. the Ephraimites, un- 
der the image of a drunken or ſottiſh perſon, are ſe- 
verely reproved, and their approaching deſtruction 
is denounced, on account of their corrupt expoſitions 
of the doctrines concerning ſalvation, and the ex. 
treme folly of their infatuated public counſels, ver. 
1.—4. Turning to the people of Judah, our 
next foretels, their happy reſtoration to a flouriſhing 
condition under king Hezekiah, emblematical of the 
more glorious ſtate to which the church was to be 
advanced in after- times, ver. 5, 6. He then proceeds 
to admoniſ the intemperate and profane, who de- 
rided God's method of inſtructing and warning them 
by the prophets, ver. 7.14. After which, be pa- 
| pea; addreſſes theſe wicked ſcoffers ; and affures 
them, that there was no way but one whereby they 
could poſſibly eſcape threatened deſtruction, and chat 
every other refuge would certainly fail in the day of 
viſitation, ver. 1.5,—22. The chapter concludes with 
a beautiful defence of the divine procedure, in which 
the diſpenſations of providence are finely illuſtrated, 
by the various methods adopted by a prudent hul- 
_ . bandman, in owing ſeveral kinds of grain, in attend- 


ing to ſoils and ſeaſons, and in the different means he Wl 2 
_ employs to ſeparate the corn. from the ſtraw and the 7} 
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| W to the crown of pride, to the drunkards 

| of Ephraim, whoſe glorious beauty 7s a 
fading lower, which are on the head of the fat 
valleys of them that are overcome with wine. 


The diſcourſe opens with a. ſevere. reprehenſion, 
adminiſtered in figurative terms to the Ephraimites ; 
and with them, more indire@ly to the Jews, who fol- 
lowed the ſame ſinful practices. By the crown of 
pride, whoſe glorious beauty is here ſpoken of, ma 
be meant, the city of Samaria, which was built by _ 
Omri, the father of Ahab; and was beautifully - 
ſituated on the top of a round hill, encircled with a 
rich valley, which was encompaſſed with hills. Theſe 
circumſtances ſuggeſted the idea of a crown or wreath 
of flowers, frequently worn by the Hebrews at baan?sn 
quets. Hence the metropolis of Ephraim had jthe ' 0 
name of the crown of pride, which was poſſeſſed of 
glorious heauty. About the time that this prophecy 
was delivered, it had begun to fade, and its deſtruc> 
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bs tion faſt approached. Te drunkards of Ephraim - 
by re next mentioned, Before Samaria age 1/4 by 

bat dhalmaneſer, and the land of Iſrael was laid waſte, 

* the Ephraimites were probably very much addicted l 
*h to the abominable vice of drunkenneſs, which is the 
ich truitful ſource of many other - crimes, and therefore 
ed, WY molt deſervedly reproved by Kon why nn On this 
uf. account, Amos ſharply reprimanded them in the fol- 

1 lowing terms; Wo to them that are at eaſe in Zion, | 
he * and truſt in the mountain of Samaria that drink 

the wine in bowls *,” I ſuppoſe that the character 


includes, not only thoſe who were addicted to intem- 
france, and beſotted themſelves by drinking to ex- 


- 


in ere . 
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5 Nee ee by dine 

ments, and ſo intoxicated by felt. -conceit, 7 9 
moſt critical circumſtances, and 
formed the moſt abſurd and 
Hence the ſame perſons- here | ſpoked. of, are thus de. 
290k chap. xxix. 9, 10. 
not with wine; they ſtagger, but not with ſtrong 
© drink. For the Lord hath poured out upon yon 


< the ſpirit of deep fleep, and hath cloſed your eyes: 


©. the prophets and your rulers, the ſeers bath. he 
"IM r Drunkards then, in the allegorical 2 
Well as literal ſenſe, ſeem to be intended, who did not 


act ſoberly, according ta the dictates of ſound judgment | 


and true religion, but were proud, — * and 
Inconſiſtent; ; Who, like intoxicated pe 

ved of the exerciſe of ſound r 
= minds, precipitate in their page wo 1 in 
their projects, and deſtitute of prudenee and ſteadi- 


nels in their actions Againſt perſons of this de- 


ſeription, e is denounced, comprehending all man- 
ner of evils; both in this and the future world. They 
might perhaps flatter themſelves with the 
impunity; but God, who is faithful, will not fail to 
execute upon them his awful threatenings, unleſs they 


repent, Are their evil ways. I requelt the at. 


tention of all who live in intemperance, to the word 
of God, recorded Deut.,xxix. 19, 29+: And it come 
5 to paſs when he heareth. the words -of this curſe, 
that he bleſs himſelf in his heart, eine I ſhall hav 
© Peace, peace, though I walk. in the ; 
75 heart, ta add drunkenneſs to thir(t; 
not ſpare him, but then the an © of the Lonk, 
* his jealouſy, ſhall ſmoke. that man, aud all 
* the curſes that are written in this books ſhall lie 


upon him, and the Lord thall blot out his name 


g geen . za. 22 Meer 
e glorious beauty is a _ 

ſeſſions of Ephraim e 4 and fertile, 

h . abundance of t beſt corns and 
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They axe drunken, but 


4 of 


. o I.” 4% , / RY” ²⁵( d eo Pa CT" 7 1 12 2 


Re 
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words: Which is on the * t Naber valleys. 


that are overcome WAY WR, | 
| ſnglorious conquelt did Ki who allowed | 
themſelves 8 g's by that which oi 
= cheered and erer when a — 2 
uſed, Alas! that man, originally made after the 
linde of God, and inyeſted with dominion over. thy 
works of his hands, ſhould ever have diveſted bim 
by taking too much wine, ' of that dominion with 
which he was intruſted; and of the noble faculty of | 
realon by which he is diſtinguiſhed. This conqueſt | 
was a terrible reproach wi the Ephraimites, who, by 
profeſſion, were the pec nat ag, i ery God, and 2.14 
under manifold obligati e and obe 1 Soom 
lt juſtly expoſed 1 to 5 milery and wo. The He. 
brew word tranſlated overcome, 18 is rendered, in the 
margin of ſome Bibles, broken, Their conſtitutions 
* broken, their health was impaired, their reputa- 
tion was blaſted, their- ns were injured ; and 
| 2 N of their friends were broken, who in Jain 
diſſuaded them from this ruinous practiec. Above 
| ll, God was diſhonoured, his law was feel. 
and his judgments ar incurred, — car then, - 
© my ſos, and be wiſe, and guide e heart 
ay. Be not amon eie biber; wi te 
* ous eaters of 5 or the drunkard and t 
* ton ſhall come 10 Lot yl 9 2 een 
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2 Behold, the Lord hath à mighty and 


ſtrong one, which as a tempeſt of hail and a de- 
ſtroying ſtorm, as a flood of mighty waters 

overflowing, ſhall caſt down to the earth with 

the hand, e K 5 150 e ee ; | 


In this and the two following verſes, the 'compli. 
_ cated miſery included in the wo threatened, in the 
ecexordium of this diſcourſe, againſt the perſons above 
| deſcribed, is amplified and explained.. It' confiſts of 
| three articles: the firſt of which is mentioned in the 
verſe before us, where the Lord is ſaid to have a ſtrong 
and mighty one: ſome powerful prince, having nu- 
merous armies, which he could fend 2 the 
Ephraimites, to puniſh. them for their atrocious 
55 cC.times. The perſon who ſeems to have been more 
| ectly intended, was Shalmanefer; though Ne. 
buchadnezzar, Sennacherib, and other kings, whom 
the Almighty employed to execute his righteous 
. judgments upon the poſterity of Ifrael, may be alſo 
included. The devaſtation to be made by this mighty 
prince among the people of Ephraim, is illuftrated by 
a beautiful ſimilitude, frequently uſed by the pro- 
| 5 when ſpeaking of thoſe monarchs whereby | 
God would chaſtize his people for their fins *®—— 
A. a tempeſt of hail falls with great force upon the 
ground, fo the army of this mighty one was to 
come with irreſiſtible impetuoſity upon the men of 
Ephraim.——4zd as a deſtroying ſtorm, which beats 
VUiuith the utmoſt violence upon whatever comes with- 
in its reach, ſo the troops of this powerful prince 
- ſhould vanquiſh every obſtacle that might oppoſe their 
progreſs, and forcibly drive it out of the way. 4 
| flood of mighty waters deluges the country over which 
It extends; ſpreading defolation wherever it coines, ſo 
the forces of this victorious monarch were to expand 
themſelves over the whole land of "Ephraim, Hying 
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mite every, thing eſteemed valuable and deſirable, 
nd demoliſhing che whole fabric; of their civil and 


eccleſiaſtical conſtitution. _—_.Ca/ting demon io the earth' 


with the hand; e ae even to the ground, 
that glorious ſuperſtruQure of church and ſtate which 
had been reared among them, and long preſerved 
with care and expence. Thus doth our prophet 
explain what is every where inculcated in ſcripture, 
that the Governor among the nations preſides over 
all the movements of the greateſt princes and moſt 
powerful empires in the world, which always act ac- 


cording to his pleaſure, even when they attack and 
deſolate his profeſſing people: and that the righteous 


judgments. which he inflicts, ought to be conſidered 
as the juſt puniſhment of the ſins which men have 
committed, whereby they have abuſed. his goodneſs, 
and provoked him to anger. Let us endeavour to 


learn theſe inſtructive leſſons, which are 8 


repeated in this prophecy; and earneſtly beg of God, 
to ſeal our profit by every opening of e mouth. N 


* 


g „ . 7 5 4 £3 2 mg 3 4 
3 The crown of pride, the drunkards of 


Ephraim ſhall be trodden under feet. 

Another article is here ſpeciſied, compriſed in the 
wo and miſery denounced againſt Ephraim. The 
city of Samaria I have ſuppoſed to be meant, by the 


crown of pride that is ſpoken of: with that metro- | 
polis, the drunkards of Ephraim were to be trodden 


| Under the feet of their victorious enemies; they were 
to be treated with the greateſt ignominy and con- 


tempt, and to be reduced by them to a ſtate of Yo 
loweſt ſubjection. By this prediction, we are in- 
ſtructed in this important truth, That thoſe |who 
contribute, by their wickedneſs, to bring down the 

judgments of the Almighty, ſhall certainly ſnare 
in the awful calamities which their crimes have 

procured. This obſervation was remarkably veri- 
fed with reſpe& to the - Iſraelites, who, by inten- 
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head of the fat valley, ſhall be a fading flower, 
and as the haſty fruit before the ſammer? which 


_ when he that looketh upon it, ſeetli 115 while it 
is yet in his hand, he eateth it u. 


" The third ingredient, i in the wo daes e 


the E. phraimites, is mentioned in this verſe, and is 


beaurifally Huſtrated by an elegant fi 


That people were informed, that their p beauty 
ET len * 
gene een eee 


the bu it e the Jummes ;\ like the early 
ELIE — 274 Joy 6 


ſeaſons. No ſooner doth the early fruit dtau 
to perfection, in the month of June, than the fummer. 
_ fig is formed, that ripens againſt Auguſt; When the 


ſame: tree ſometimes throws out a third! crop, ealled 
the winter-fig. . The fruit of which out here 
ſpeaks, was char which was haſty and firſt ripe the 
deſt and moſt delicious ——#Hhich tohen be that look 
eth upon it, and ſeeth it to be #-deſtrable'morſel; han 
plucked, A im prep Ba nich 
and pleaſant are the 
be in the eye of the beholder, 97 jury month 


reach, he could not refrain from eating them. By 


this image, is finely. repreſented the ſudden itre- 
mediable deſtruction * the beauty 
* phraim, which; was ems, to be devoured by the 

king of Aſſy ria. The; of Fee 


* 


inflicted He 2 diſobed 


are often not only: extenſive, reaching to ranks, 


but ſudden and unexpected, as is plainly bi 


in the verſe before us. Sudden judgments, which 
ney 


Wt * the die e are 
ſevere; 


it was to be as 


and glory of 
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ſevere; they are unthought of, unprepared for, and 
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57 In chat day "ſhall N ee 
for a crown of glory, and for a diadem of ROY, b 
unto the reſidue of his people. ot tbe : 


The rophet proceeds next-to foretel, Ge] 
jouriſhing condition to which the refidas of 4 
people were to be advanced, ——[n that day. Alter | 
hs remarkable period wherein the awful jud . 
of God . mentioned had been inflicted, the Lord 
bots ball be for a crown of &c. A crown, of 
Nady is pln enſigns ph, he of = 55 
ty; a pleaſant emblem of the honour, the dignity, 
and authority, to which God promiſeth to fan. | 
his faithful ſervants. . The peculiar advantages. which 
people eminently poſſeſs, in ſc . 
are ſaid to be crowned with. Thou, Lord (tl 
' plalmiſt), 8 * = _ d 555 
* rity ;“ thou ighly inguiſhed m by an 
abundant meaſure of theſe erogatives: and 53 44 
* Thou crowneſt him with oving-kindneſy and ten- 
der mercy;' thou greatly enricheſt him with the 
precious fruits of thy benevolent compaſſion. The 
prediQtion then imports, that Jehovah will elevate the 
remnant of his people to the higheſt honour and 
glory. Though, in the words of che royal prophet, 
have lien among the pots, in a ſtate 1 ings 27 5 
and wretchedneſs, they ſhall be as the win 5 
dove, whoſe feathers are covered with — and 
gold. Their condition ſhall be reverſed ; and be- 


cone as different from what it formerly was, as the 8 | 


 diſcoloured by ſmoke, is from the bright feathers - 5 
*2 beautiful bird, whole plumage ſeems wo gliſter _ 


I ; t run it 3. 2 Pi el x5. | 
Vol. II. 1 like. 


8 * — * FI. * 
4 J n um EN IR * a 
= * 4 I. xr 6 CO”. WT OT 
#7 : . 1177 9 Le 8 OO OO ITO 
* 7 - % J * N * 2% 
. 
. 4 4 <x * 
* * 4 , 
* — # 


” fl 


: — is * 
. 2 3 "Os 
| ; þ — . + %. + N 5 8 n : 
"7 1 1 — 1 * 4 ; 4 + 


like the pureſt and fineſt metals. Such is the bleſſed 
change made inthe ſtate of the church, when delivered 
from oppreſſion and bondage, and brought into the 
| 1 liberty of God's children. It intimates, that 
be would raiſe them to conſiderable grandeur and dig- | 

_ nity; forming them into a royal prieſthood, that they 
might reign on the earth, and be em 3 wh in offering 

up to God ſpiritual and acceptable facri 
would acknowledge them for his peculiar people, 

preſide over them, defend them by his 3 
vern them by F . and n would fo bell 
up and pt them, as to ſet a crown upon their 
5 2 75 5 tn e be of Elihu, « He with 
© drawethi'not his eyes from the righteous ; but with 
© kings are they on the throne; yet; he doth eſtabliſh 
them for ever, and they are exalted *.'——It alſo 
includes, that the Lord would inveſt them with au- 
thority and influence, giving them power, not only 
over the nations, to rule them, but over their own 
ſpirits, which is greater glory than had they con- 
quered the ſtrongeſt city; that he would render them 
viQorious over all their enemies, and caufe them to 
_trigniph over bes. Roe 
And for a diadem of beauty to the reſrdut of his people. 
The expreſſion imports, that the Lord of hoſts would 
render them truly amiable, by his comelineſs put upon 
them; that he would cure them of their iritual dif 
tempers; that he would remove their deformities, 
and cleanſe them froin the pollutions they Had con- 
[> ' traQted:—That he would clothe them with the robes 
of righteouſneſs, and garments of ſalvation; and 
adorn them with thoſe divine graces whereby they 
were to ſhine forth in the beauties of holineſs, ſo 28 
to attract the notice and admiration of ſurrounding 
nations :—That, having reſtored them to their oun 
land, which was renowned for glory and beauty, be 
would afford them ſpecial teſtimonies of his | on" 
| 9 


—2,58 
— 


preſence; and grant them his ordinances, his 
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and acceſs to his ſanctuary: That he would be their 


fulfil to them his promiſe, recorded chap, xlvi. 13. 
« [ will place ſalvation in Zion for lfrael my glory.” 
In conſequence whereof, their renown was to rea "i 
abroad among the Heathen. | In this manner, I ſup- 
pole, God accompliſhed this . promiſe to his people. 
Indeed, predictions of this ſort muſt be explained 
with conſiderable latitude, in a way ſuited to the for- 
mer diſpenſation, when they were delivered, and to 
the condition of the church after the-Babyloniſh cap- 
tivity, the period to which they more immediately re- 
ferred. Accordingly, after that memorable event, 
God was pleaſed in ſome meaſure to verify this pro- 
miſe, which in after times was to receive its full com- 
pletion. In the days of Zerubbabel and Joſhua, and 
in the times that followed, under the Maccabees, he 
poured out his Spirit in large meaſures upon the reſi- 
due of his people, and dignified them with the moſt 
important privileges. And after the appearance of 
the Son of God, the King, Prieſt, and Teacher of his 
church, their crown of glory and beauty, the Spirit 
of the Lord reſted upon them; the beauty of the 
Lord our God was upon them.——All the dignity - 


and comelineſs poſſeſſed by churches and individuals, 


proceeds from the Lord of hoſts. The word, the 
ordinances, ' the. Sabbaths, and ſervants. of the Moſt 


High; the gifts and graces of the Spirit, whereby the _ 


people of God are dignified and beautified, are his 
rich donations. Who, maketh thee to differ ?: or, 


What haſt thou that thou didſt not receive? Be 
thankful to him who hath dealt bountifully | with _ 


you: beware of perverting his goodneſs, and n 5 
his mercies, and thereby obſcuring his glory] 9h; 


VV 
6 And for a ſpirit of judgment to him that 
litteth in judgment, and for ſtrength. to them 


1 


that turn the battle to the gate. 


The Lord of hoſts farther declares, that he would 
endow the judges and officers af his people with a 
ſpirit ſuited to their ſeveral depart Judges 
in Iſrael, when employed in the exerciſe of their 
office, hearing and determining cauſes brought before 
them, were accuſtomed to à ſitting· poſture. The 
members of the great ſanhedrim (the ſupreme eccle- 
fiaſtical court among them), their kings and civil 
judges, were all ſeated when they gave judgment. 
To this eircumſtance, the deſeription be us 
ſeems evidently to refer. The office of judges is 
appointed by infinite yr reg to — order, 
equity, and peace in ſociety, by puniſhing evil. 
doers, and A praiſe — — „ In 
this important capacity, they judge not for man, 
but for the Lord, of whom they hold cheir office; 
and who is with them in the judgment,  obſerv- 
ing what they do. In performing the duties of 
their ſtation,” they greatly need penetration, wiſdom, 
and integrity, to qualify them for the faithful diſ- 
charge of their office. God therefore promiſed to 
the Judges of his people, that he would furniſh them 
with a ſpirit of judgment, that, with inflexible juſtice 
and integrity, they might pronounce deciſions on the 
cauſes brought before them. For this purpoſe, he + 
would give them a ſpirit of diſcernment, clearly to 
perceive the true ſtate of the matters laid before them, 
ſo as exactly to diſtinguiſh between truth and falſe- 
hood, between juſtice and iniquity. He would poſ. 
ſeſs them of an inflexible regard to the ſacred intereſts 
of righteouſneſs, veracity, and mercy, and an utter 
abhorrence of every ſpecies of fraud, injuſtice, and 
oppreſſion ;; and incline them uniformly to ſupport the 
cauſe of equity, to diſcountenance all manner of im- 
piety and wickedneſs. Thus the beſt-intereſts of the 

nation ſhould be advanced and eſtabliſhed : righ- 
teouſneſs ſhould flow down their ſtreets as a ſtream, 


| Ard 


and their Peace be as the mighty waters. 5 
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And far fr: b to them that turn the” bottle to the Sn 
gate, The Lord of hoſts would ſuit'the commune. 


Y 


* 


tion of his mercy and grace to the ſeveral characters 
among hit people: to military men, whoſe Julineſt” 
vas to turn the battle from the gate of the diy, ta” 

ſome place where it might be fought with greater ad 
vantage, and to carry it to the gates and fortifiedtions- 

of the enemy, that they might beſiege and pollely: 


B's 


] them. To ſüch perſons, who, of all others, 2 
. moſt need of vigour; both in body and mind, 7” 


promiſeth ſtrength. He would fortify their minds” 
vith invincible courage and magnanimity z he would 
enable them, with determined firmneſs and reſolu- 
tion, to ſurmount the difficulties, and ſuſtain the 
hardſhips, which they might have to encounter. He 
would alſo furniſh them with all neceſſary: bodily * 
ſtrength, to ſuſtain the fatigues and dangers to which 
they might be expoſed, in the execution of the wiſe 
plans which were a to promote the ſafety and 
proſperity of his people. The benefit here promiſed, 
is acknowledged, with incomparable elegance and 
beauty, to have been enjoyed by the king of Iſrael, 
| * I will love thee, O Lord, my ſtrength for thou 
* haſt girded me with ſtrength unto battle; thou haſt 
' ſubdued under me thoſe that roſe up againſt me *.'— 
Alter the return of the Jews from Babylad, in the time 
of Ezra, the ſcribe, the former part of this prophecy 
was in ſome meaſure fulfilled, in conſequence of the 
decree publiſhed by Artaxerxes, the king, in favour of 
that good man. And thou, Ezra, after the wiſdom 
* of thy God, that is in thine hand, ſet magiſtrates 
and judges, who may judge all the people that are 
* deyond the'river, ſuch as know the law of thy God; 
and teach ye them that know them not f. In con- 
ſequence of this edict, it may be ſuppoſed, that che 
Jewiſh judgment · ſeats were occupied by ſkilful upricht 
Judges, very different from thoſe who filled them in 
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ome” periods. The latter part was accompliſhed in 
| the time of the Maccabees, — God-was pleaſed:to 
endow his people with a noble heroic ſpirit, accord. 
ing to the prediction of 'Zechariah'+' They ſhall be 
e nl} men, who tread down their enemies in 
the mire of the ſtreets in the battle; and they ſhall 
fight, becauſe the Lord is with them The 
and ſoldiers of God's people, under the New Tel 
ment, ought to improve this promiſe, for their en- 
couragement and conſolation: and let us 


e may confer upon them theſe neceſſarꝝ 


8 
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7 But. they alſo have erred through vine, 
and through ſtrong drink are out of the way: 
the prieſt and the prophet have erred through 
ſtrong drink, they are fwallowed up of wine, 
they are out of the way through ſtrong drink, 
they err in viſion, they ſtumble in judgment. 


In theſe words, the intemperate and profane, efpe- 
cially thaſe who held important offices in the church 
and ſtate, are ſharply admoniſhed and reproved. — 
But they alſa have erred through wine, &c. Thoſe who 
fat in judgment, and who turned the battle to the 
gate, ſeem to be the perſons here ſpoken of. Not- 
- withſtanding they ought to have diſtinguithed them- 
| ſelves by their temperance, yet, difregarding the 
ſtrong obligations by which they were bound to be 
| ſober, they erred through exceſs in drinking wine 
and ſtrong drink. And through firong drink are 
but of the way. By the intemperate uſe of intoxicat- 
ing liquors, they departed from the paths of righ- 
teouſneſs, in which they ought to have walked, with- 
ont turning to the right hand or to the'left,—Ti- 
prieft and the prophet have erred;" ec. The prieſts, 
whoſe buſineſs was to miniſter before the Lord ir 
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holy things, were obliged, ain a #1 
—_ divine — to abſtain, from all man- 


ner of exceſs. | The prophet, who was honoured f 
God to communicate his will to the people, to. 1 | 


prove them for their ſins, and who was 


peculiar ties, to ſtudy exemplary holineſs in life, Was. 


as to intemperance. hey are ſwallowed 2 
The judgments of both theſe claſſes of 


2 — thereby perverted, their underſtandings . 
were obſcured, their characters were hurt, their offices 


were diſhonoured, and ns uſefulneſs marred.— 
They are out of the way through ſtrong drink. They 
had | forſaken the ways a truth and holineſs, and gone 
into the paths which. lead to diſgrace and ruin. 
They err in viſion: the prophets impiouſly pretend - 
ing to have been eee, with thoſe viſions that they 


never received, and miſinterpreting thoſe which bal | 
deen ſeen by others. They tumble in judgment; 


entertaining wrong apprehenſions of the matters that 
came under their cognizance, and delivering wrong 
deciſions reſpecting ſubjects which they were called 
to determine. Such is the literal. import of the 


words, which I ſuppoſe is chiefly intended. dome 
commentators indeed are of opinion, that they ſhould | 
de metaphorically explained, as deſcriptive of thoſe 


who were deluded by falſe doctrines; and, like per- 
ſons intoxicated, had a high opinion of themſelves, 


and deſpiſed. others, whilſt they indulged i in erroneous _ 
ſentiments and practices, highly injurious to the troths 


and authority of God. In this view, it is not difficult 
to find out who were the perſons to whom this cha- 


pplicable. / 


racter delonged, al, to 9 . were OY * | 


i 


8 For. all 9 are fall | of Wit and den Ne 


nels, /o that Fry is no Place clean. Fad 


The fatal conſequences of the vices Neprotects in the | 


RY verſe, we. dere: . 3 | 
The \ 


WE LEE 


be conſidered as literally-and univerlally- 


n & be nee wit foe reise; | 
for we cannot well ſuppoſe what is here ſaid, ſhould 
"the condi- 
tion of all tables and places:  The".caſe deſcribed, 
| however, was ſo frequent and common, as fully to 
juſtify the allow repreſentation given by — 
— 2 plainly denotes, that ſuch were to be 
the 
drunk with wine, or intoxicated with falſe doctrines, 
Which were ily received in large meaſures by 
the people, that they would quickly ſpread abroad 
- the odious ſentiments they had imbibed, which were 
to prove exceedingly offenſive to all fober-minded 
and upright men.——At whatever period this predic. 
von Was n fulfilled, it was remarkably 


[3 figurative ſenſe,” by ees, 
who lived about the time of our Lord's manifeſtation 
in the fleſh; - Filled with falſe notions concerning the 
kingdom and ſalvation of the Meſſiah, puffed up wih 
à vain opinion of themſelves, and "others, 
they not only erred themſelves, but, by their inſtruc. 
tions and example, they led multitudes aſtray.” All 
thoſe places where they: convened and t, were 
replete with abominable errors, highly enſive to. 
Jeſus Chriſt and his 2 ww” #15 ag them 
in .the range” terms. . = ? 


. * J Whom ſhall 15 3 e nd | 
| whom ſhall he make to underſtand doarine ? 


them that are wang 1 85 the 122 Ny A 
2 the breaſts. 


In this and the flowing Jae | 
5 the unfitneſs of 222 who have Ry Hol the 

| paths of truth and Tighteouſneſs, and and are you. 
with SOR Le ls Rach the « 1 SS C 
vation. The n here ſpoken of, can , 
other than the bleſſed God, who giveth wiſdom, and 
out. of whoſe _ cometh 3 | 


AY f 5 


effects of the prieſts and prophets being 


x a 
/ T. 
. % 


| Yau. 9- ' PRO | | 0s 184 AH. - 


Fan ali ie teach 4 ee that, excellent know-. 
ledge which is precious above rubies, highly neceſ: 
yn ornamental to the children of men. Whom / 
he teach this knowledge ! ?. Where. are, Who 
r apt to learn the inſtructi ive ! by 
his word and providence 4.4 whom ſhall he make 
+ underſtand de&trine ? the important ſublime truth 
revealed in his holy word. Since thaſe Who have 
teld the moſt Tacred offices among: his projeiing 
people, have gone aſtray, and have not obeyed. his. 
commandments ;..ſince few of them: whom the. 
High hath condeſcended to inſtruct, hath -profited - 
nder the means employed to make them truly vhs ; 
i may juſtly be inquired, Whom ſhall G 
rith ſucceſs the doctrine of grace, rig 3 an 


be verſe: were tre tend 
Then that ave weaned ; an. the mild, an 4 5 
frm the breaſts... Thoſe.w DOWN, up to, man- 
woc, deride bis eee. = contemn his ſta- 
wies; he will therefore teach, i infants, wha are weak 
ud helpleſs; or thoſe wha reſemble little children late - 

h weaned, who have 08 aſide improper, though na: 
tural deſires of thoſe things whereof they were for- 
nerly exceed] fond, — to which they were much 
attached. To fch perſons, God is pleaſed to reveal 

bis Son, his Shan and falvation, the wy eries . 
the zoſpel, the riches of bis grace, and che 

de world ta.cqme, Out of the mouth of cub beg 
icklings, he thus or ineth ſtrength, and perfetteth 
| The 5 to which 1 h were £0 
cus Chriſt ; ; and applied to. the little children 


fexed and confo! ed his mali gnant adverſaries. 


(hiſed, and putting length into t 
ts praiſes with great 0 45 and 1 


ed who were * 
Jor. II. 5 ny 


THETESATS 


'8 * | whom 


$39 


— The er is rare in the latter W * 


temple, who, crying Hoſanna to the ſon. of Davi 1. 
kaching theſe chil ren that N 15 3k which N . 


of God diſplayed the efficacy of his wal bm 
leved perſons 4 be meant to teach, 


* 
1 — - 
* * 
- 


$30 CTURES on Giur. XVII. 


| whom he would enable to-cotifornd the wife and the 
ſtrong. On this account, be gave ſolemm thanks «6 
His heavenly Father: * Fthank thee, OFather, Lord 
„ f heaven and earth, becauſe fhou haſt-hid theſe 
1 things from the wiſe and prudent, atid haſt revealed 
© them "unto babes The babes and infants, of 
hom our Saviour ſpeaks, were his apoſtles and dif. 
ciples, who were fimple, : inoffenſive, and who, like 

i; e | 

_ {they mi e rom all which we | 

5 conclude, dier fine and thoſe who reſemble Git 

| peta pes teachablenels, and ſubmiſſion, are the 

6ns who „in general, are taught of God. 

Would you Hoh, my friends, be taught knowledge, 

and underſtand doarine? exrtieſtly from God, a 

. tamble and teachable diſpoſition. whom he 

zs pleaſed effeQually to inſtruct, he firſt humbles, and 

then brings them to conſtant dependence upon him- 
felf, to render them wiſe unto falvation. Convirced 
that your acquaintance with divine truths is faint, 

| partial, and often confuſed, fubmit wholly to him 
Oo emo ad Ge 1 os IS _— 


10 For prep A 15 5 precep 
| 40H precept ; line upon line, ne, une, line ; 
| here a little, and there à little. „ 


This verſe deaurifully FR: ts arajable « con- 

b Teſcending manner in which the Lord God conveyed 
inſtruction to thoſe whom he took under his tuition, 
ho required flow and gentle methods to be uſed in 

©  brder to their profiting. Fur precept muſt be upon 
ptreept. They muſt de taught, with\equal attention 
8 and care, as the youngeſt children, whoſs 

ers give them one rule or precept. to learn, and 

after that another, In like een the La laut 


* Math. = 64 1 Rs ay 
, „ e 


* 
q 
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nded the admonitians of his f 


ven. 10. 1— 184148. 31 


ties of his Pages 1 m 
And forge i mY 


n neceſſity 
5 * the 
onuſed he to 2 precept on devotion, he 
led one. 3 And becher | 
wanting on his e 
fue ch and be r eee 
e children, Mu canno ow | 
vdo muſt not be burdened, . 
ren them to read, or commit to memory; ſo 
= her of the wende deen ln , e as 
PRO 8 


— — 4 little, bel „ be 
communicated- to them a little ibu by one of 
his ſervants, and a little by another, that 

the more eaſily comprehend what they were 
that the pleaſing: Variety of inſtruments he em- 
ployed, and the diverſity of ſabjeQs of which they 
treated, might attract their attention, and promote 
their benefit. In this agreeable wi | MAPS 
hath God been. graciou e 
which ſhews at once, eſce an, | 
their lowneſs of capacity t0 9—— 8 the criminal 
conduct of thoſe ſcornfül men who — on ge | 


1 ee | 


* 
- 
3 
. 
0 


gentle manner, hath God alſo taught y 


what you onght to avoid, to do, 5 27 Eu- 

went to profit under 2 varipys; mi ; & be he 53 

for your improvement: pray earneſtly, 

Bl may rendes. *. eee 3 by 19 8 5 
11 For with Sing” e 1 5 moe | 

tongue, will W to this 3 


The 


* 


9 


23 5 


ploy 


ſcorn and contempt they poured upon his ſervants 
and inſtructions. And, in following ages, this 
threatening took effect, when the Jewiſh doctor, 


whole 


Bo 


8 A 


＋ 


ire 


nated by their res! utility; a 


| | 2 5 | pe n * ws ing. | 
the ſacred oravles of God,” taught,” in a hs 


age, thoſe fooliſh expoſitions of ſcripture + cdl . 
Fand Chaldee paraphraſes, and oral traditi A 
Thoſe who do not profit by the gentle bis EY 
yed for their benefit by infinite wiſdom and grace, 
re aſſured by this prediction, that the Lord will et ng 
deal with them in another and very different manner. 5 
If you will not liſten to the plain repeated inſtru a 
delivered in the word of Cod, you have reaſon wo. - 
fear, that the ' threatening” ae againſt the. 
Jewiſh people,” ſhall, in one way or other, be exe. 
cuted upon you. "They who preſumptuouſly abuſe _ 
b. choc mercies, ſhall have judgment without 
They muſt -periſh for lack of knowledge, 
who Gelben divine teaching: they ſhall be taught 
vith another to ue, who contemn the — me- 
thod whereby the Lord teacheth his This 
verſe is cited by the apoſtle” Paul, in his Firſt Epiſtle 


to the Corinthians,” when treating of the ptbper uſe 


of the gift of tongues, which was over. rated by ſome 

in that church. God having threatened Uhalah, © 
ſpeak to the men of Judah in different or e lan- 
guages, as the juſt puniſhment of their ſin, the apoſtle, 
by quoting the paſſage befote us, reminded thoſe to 
whom he was writing,” that they had little reaſon to 
boaſt of the gift of tongues; that they ought; to be- 
ware of abuſing | it, - ſenſible that e are 0 be 593 
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12 To While he < fad," This: is the 3 2 | 


 vith ye may cauſe the weary to reſt, and this i. 


the refreſhing: Vet they would not! hear. 10 2 


** 


The Lord Ga hath been pleaſed to adopt the moſt. 
vinning methods for inſtructing his people; and, in 
order to their profiting, he hath folicited their atten- 
ton in the moſt obliging manner. whom be 


fad, This i is the * this is the wks =” The 
doctrines 


dofines of f ating to Jet gend his . 
dewption, * 


: peace, tranquillity and joy, to the 


P 5 Tg, 
all che 


eee all generations, 
| cordially embra 4; important 

the ſure foundation of their hope 0 0 
glorious truth our bleſſed Saviour affirmed during 
paſtry. whilſt he opened the fountain "oma, ag 
and demonſtrated, hae he: hag rg the 


weary _ ode laden | oh 4 Come unto we, 
«© faid the campaſſionate Redeemer, all pathos hour, 
© and are heavy laden, and I will give: you reſt f. 1 
will refreſh you. with liberty, tranquillity, peace, = 
cConſolation. No reſt ſo excellent, none ſo deſirable, 
as this which is promiſed, and conferred: by Jeſus | 
Chriſt. Agreeable to his name and character, 
ſaves all that come to him, from their ſins: he de- 
livers them from condemnation: be cleanſes _ 
from all unrighteouſneſs;. and introduces them into 
the glorious liberty of the ſans af God. He ar 
them in the poſſeſſion of peace chat paſſeth all under- 
ſtanding, which is the neyer-failing Ser Sai 
dant ſatisfaction. He either delivers them from af 
fliction, or enables them to fuſtain ĩt with. compoſure 
and reſignation, and renders it ſubſervient to 1 
real benefit, At their diſſolution, he feleaſes them 
from the unavoitable troubles to which they are here 
expoſed : their bodies being laid in the grave, where 
che vary ore rey their fouls do ener into peace 
"Tay ſleep in Jeſus, until che morning af the ges = 
RIS R: & £445 a EOS 
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everlaſting duration. The partial enjoyment, of this 
reſt, and the reviving proſpect of its completion and 
perpetuity in the future world, are truly agreeable 
and refreſhing, What pleaſing refreſhment mult it 
aford to thoſe who are wearied with roaming after 
ſatisfaction among the creatures, and with the fruit- 
eſs purſuit hen ineſs where it could not be found, | 
to obtain. ul repoſe in Jefus- Chriſt, to fin: 

their moſt enlarged defires gratified, and to enjoy 
communion with the ſource of eternal re ! This 


is reſt, this is relief indeed, highly worthy of our 


keeneſt purſuit, and peculiarly e to "al who are 
ſenſible of their need of 1 10 4 thi _ 
M beretuiih ye ? the tuen 1 00. 

neſs ariſes ee dots we 7 or fatigne of body, 
or from fainting and failure of the ſpirits, through 
long · continued unſucceſsful exertion. - The weary, 
who are here intended, are thoſe who are faint in 
their minds, who have been weary of God and his 


ordinances, and who ho 2 e with 


iniquity and very vanity, Th expreſſion under con 
ſderation, repreſents, in a ſiriking gn not not has | 
their miſerable condition, and thelt 
of reſt, but likewiſe the tender. compaſſions 
in providing refreſhment for them. As wg br is — 4 | 
acceptable to weary perſons, and refreſtnnent is moſt 
comfortable to thoſe who ate heavy laden with ſome 
oppreſſive burden, ſo reſt to the vill de moſt 
delirable to thoſe who are weary in their minds. 
Though all ma kind may be included in the charac · 3 
ter before us, pry I ſuppoſe, they are eſpecially in- 


tended, who art ſenſible that this is their real condi- 


ton. Multitudes there are who come under this de- 
ſcription, who feel: not their neceſſities * but this 
riles, not from their ſtate being better than that of 


Kon but Re as Hans _ ; > 


} 


have 1 their r need 7 them, m I 4 wn 15 . 
ment here ſpoken 


prejudices, puffed up with a vain opinion of their 


own good condition, the people to whom. the ferv. 2 


ants of God were ſent, would not hearken to 
voice; they would not part "pb their. errors 
vices, nor feturn to the exerciſe of a ſound and os 
mind. Some would not ſo much as hear the inſtruc, 


tions delivered by the miniſters of the Lord; they 


cared for none of theſe things; and greatly preferred 


indolence and amuſement to bis ſacred..counſels and N 


admonitions, who gave them all things richly to en. 
joy. Some who attended, did not liſten wich dili- 
gence and impartiality to the important truths that 
were ſpoken to them: being neither intereſted in 


them, nor affected with —— they treated them wih 


great indifference, and ſovereign contempt. Others 


who attended, were diflatisfied, and found fault with | 


what they heard; they diſcoyered a ſtrong averſion 


to believe, and-obey the truth; they mgcked the 


ſpeakers, and derided the truths that they delivered. 
ar from reckiving them with faith and love, that 
they migh A their ſouls, many were carelels and 


unconcern 
raged. In few 7 they hated inſtruQion, and 


you not bear reproof 4... and by 4 


KI ly reccived by | 
Tet they en Fy not PA, | Blinded by inveterate 


E A 
— — 5 2 


whil not a few were irritated WED en- 
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odious conduct, they brought upon themſe e what [| 
1 ophet Jeremiah : * I will per- | 
« ſecute thein with the word, with the famine, and 
« with the peſtilence, and will deliver them to. be re 
© moved to all the kingdoms af the earth, to be 2 
« curſe, and an aſtoniſhment, and an hiſſing, and a 
© reproach among all the nations whither I have 
driven them: becauſe they have not hearkened io 
* my words, faith the Lord, which 1 have ſent unto 
them by my ſervants the prop hets . If f Ye, 
brethren, have à proper ſenſe of the corruption and 
miſery wherein ye are involved; if ye are wearied. 
vith iniquity and vanity; if ye are acquainted with 
the ineſtimable worth reſ and refreſhment ; if your 
hearts are broken, and your-ſpirits contrite ; ye will, 
in ſome meaſure, hear as ye ought, the reviving voice 
that ſpeaketh to you from heaven. Ye will give dili- = RY 
gent attention to the things ſpoken concerning falva- — 
tion: ye will lay them up in your hearts, that ye 

offend not againſt God: ye will gratefully accept of 

bis offered mercy, and endeavour to ve to bis glory. 5 


* 5 r 1 
- 


zz But the word of the Lonb was unto chem, * 
precept upon precept, precept upon precept ; line 
upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there 
alittle ; that they might go, and fall pany; 

ad be broken, and ſnared, and taken. 5 


The unhapp effect of the contompt. od, 20 5 
proveinent of divine inſtructions, is here Y 
rey ſtrong terms. The word of the Lo which. TRE | 
uns ſent unto the children of Ifraek by his ſervants. _ . -| 
the prophets, and which was afterward delivered io l 

| 


: 2 . 


wa by bis own. Son, was communicated in the mot 
uating and vat manner; preeept was upon 
ecept, line was upon line, here a little,” and there 
little, By ſuch eaſy and gentle mend of 1 


* No 18, 19. e 


— . 
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ing, it might have been expected, that, captivated 
by the condeſcending grace of their great Inſtructor, 
they would have made rapid advances in acquiring 
the knowledge of divine truths. The fact however, 
through their obſtinacy and unteachableneſs, proved 
| quite the reverſe. Inſtead of hearing and obeying the 
voice of the Lord, and accepting the precious bleſſ- 
ings that he offered them, they neglected and deſpiſed 
them. Thoſe ſignal advantages, tlietefore, for ſpi- 
ritual improvement which they enjoyed, were, by the 
juſt judgment of God, made to ſerve another and very 
e e eee they 8 go, and fall back- 
ward, &c. The expreſſions, which are multiplied, to 
mew the dangerous progreſs that they made toward 
deſtruQtion, ſeem to allude to what ſometimes occurs 
to an unwary traveller, who, by taking ſome wrong 
| Reps, falls backward, and endeavouring to recover 
himſelf, is caught in a ſnare, and taken dy an enemy. 
Thus it was to happen to. the unteachable and incor. 
Tigible among the poſterity of Iſrael, They might 
on in the dangerous courſe which they had fool 


y 

choſen; but, in their progreſs, they would fall back- 

ward, and be ſo hurt or broken, as to be diſabled 
from proceeding in the wo of life, But this 1s not 


all: through their abuſe of the word of God, th 
were to be ſo entangled in the ſnare of the wicked, 
_ that they ſhould be deſtroyed by their own ee 
perverſity. That word which was to others the favour 
of life unto life, was to prove to them the ſavour of 
death unto death. It muſt be ſo. Since they would 


not hearken to the words of eternal life, they muſt 


remain dead in treſpaſſes; ſince they would not come 
ſo the light, they muſt walk in darkneſs; ſince they 
would not believe, they could not be faved; ſince, 
their hearts were not meliorated by the word of God, 
they muſt have been hardened through the deceitful- 
neſs of ſin: and being given up'to a reprobate mind, 
their ſpiritual condition would become worſe and 
worſe, until they fell under the cruſhing weight ot 
8 ; | Tightoous 
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Our prophet, baun 


| boaſted, and the alliances with other kingdoms which 
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righteous v uch were the diba effects | 
that followed the — abuſe of the word of God, 
ſent to the Jewiſh people, eſpecially in the time of the 


| Meſſiah. By their unbelief, they exhiblted « prodigy 


of hardneſs of heart, and the moſt obſtinate Infidelity, - 
which is the ever | reproach of their nation; 
in conſequence whereof, they fell and. were broken, 
they were ſnared and taken. Contra ourſelves 
with them, we may be apt to claim the preference; 


ud ſay, Had we lived in their days, we would not 


have been partakers with them in their unbelief, and 
other fins, Let us rather acknowledge our paſt er- 
rors, and the imminent danger we have incurred, by 
ſighting divine inſtructions. By the diligent im- 
provement of the means of ſalvation, which, 

the indulgence of Heaven, are till afforded, let us 
avoid the dreadful evils b thet befel the unbel 
Jews: and let us earneſtly ſupplicate the enlighten- 
ing, converting, and ſanQifying influence of the ho 
Spirit, to work in us that grace and holineſs which is 
the beſt ornament, and n evidence, 5 our IEP 
profeſſion. | 


147 Wherefore 8 che whed of the 614 | a 
ye ſcornful men that als this Pony: 185 wa 
in Jeruſalem. 535 | 


femme the geen 
ing ſpiritual ju N 
ceeds to foret = 44 prin». An , 
to befal them. In the name _—_ God, he ſol 

moniſhes them, that the beef 


the Jews, of a 


they had formed, ſhould not afford protection from 

the complicated miſeries to which their ſins expoſed. 
ban —lle thus addrefles them: Te er e men. 
There is certainly a gradation in wickednels,” People 
do not commonly arrive at once, but by degrees, at 
ay gra beight i wickedneſs e 
vio 7 £ 


ſufficient reaſon to brand them with this odious cha- 
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viouſly requiſite to be taken, before ihey can reach 
the dangerous ſummit. Having walked in the coun- 
fel of the ungodly, they next take their ſtation in the 

way of ſinners; after which; they proceed to take the 
ſeat of the ſcorner. Such confiderable advances in 


fin had been made by the rulers in Jeruſalem, as gave 


rater. Devoid of every good principle, and deſti- 
tute of all regard to the word, the providence, and 
ſervants of God, and having laid aſide all-reſpe&-for 
religion, they ſcoffed at things facred :; they-mocked 
the prophets, they derided their predictions, and ridi- 
culed all that they ought to have eſteemed: and vene- 
rated. With hearts foll of malignity againſt celeſtial 
truths, they treated divine inſtitutions and warnings 
with deriſion : they laughed at the principles and 
practice of godlineſs; and, acting under the influence | 
of their corrupt paſſions, they fortified themſelves 
againſt every attempt for their amendment, by proud- 
ly N the means uſed to reclaim them. Though, 
dy their office, as rulers, they were under peculiar 
obligations to have exhibited good examples before 
thoſe over whom they preſided, yet they boldly pre- 
fumed to ſneer with contempt at the inſtitutions, pre- 
dictions, and admonitions of the Moſt High. Not- 
withſtanding they reſided in Jeruſalem, where they 
enjoyed ſpecial advantages for becoming acquainted 
with the revelations of God's will, ud fo \ m- 
ing the exerciſes of his worſhip, yet all theſe were 
r eglected or abuſed. Obſerve alſo, that the 
people whom theſe ſcornful men governed, having, 
by their enormous tranſgreſſions, forfeited the honour- 
able character of being the people of God, are here 
called this people. And though theſe rulers were the 
perſons primarily addreſſed, yet the words may be 


Conſidered as directed to all who are of the ſame bad 


temper, and who follow the ſame pernicious p Qices. P 
1725 Wherefore hear the word of the Lord. Ane you 1 


would not hearken to thoſe inſtructions wage for 


bs. 
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Lord God was pleaſed to/give yen in the maſt gentle | 
manner, and freque a 1 eee your hr | | 
the awful meſſage that now bring to you. If attem- 
ton ought to be. proportioned to the importance f 
the ſubſect, to your intereſt in it, and the authority 
by which it is ſtamped, all theſe cireumſtances unite, 
x preſent, to claim your higheſt reſpect. Hear ie 
e e Hear it not only with. your r:ears, - 
which is a natural eaſy operation, but hearken dili- 
7, fo as to receive inſtruction. Let the word 
that I ſpeak fink down into your hearts: give ear to 
the words of my mouth; and ſeriouſſy ponder abe 
truths I am commiſſioned. to deliver. Beſieve what 
is ſpoken, and you ſhall be eſtabliſhed: obey hat is 
required by the Lond; ſo ſhall. you proſper: ſubmit, 
vith meeknels, to whatſoever i is made known to on 


— 


conduct. Similar exordiums are frequently uſed by 
the inſpired writers; and partic any Dy "by Laab in 
theſe prophecies. In obedience to ſolemn cal, | 
let us hearken diligently, and incline our ears to the 
word of Jehovah, who condeſcends to ſpeak to us 
from heaven. Whatſoever he ſaith, merits our firm 
belief, and cordial reception; -and his word properly 
heard, is always dr org a NON and 
quences. | | 176 N 


is Becauſe: ye ue ſaid, We rd we- a 
covenant with death, and with hell are we at 
agreement ; when the overflowing ſcourge thall 
paſs through, it ſhall not come unto. us: for we 
have made lies our refuge, and unde W 
have we hid ourſelves. 0 8 t -cN | : 


Theſe words ſpecify the Tele 265 the balls 5 
prediction was publiſhed; and were deſigned to con- 
vince the Jewiſh rulers, of their baſe defection from 

dhe true God; on Yam.) favour, alone FREY: hs” to 
| ave 


A. K 2 N FA Bac 


and let it have a ſuitable influence _ your after. _ 


— 


805 


the antecedent and conſequent. e have made 4 


rovenant with death, and with hell are we at agree-. 


ment. As it is evident, that-theſe expreſſions cannot 
be literally underſtood, they muſt be explained ac- 


cording to their figurative ſenſe. As life, you know, 
often ſignifies, the enjoyment of the moſt deſirable 


bleſſings, which render it agreeable and pleaſant; ſo 
death fometimes denotes, thoſe heavy afflitions, and 

greatcalamities, which threaten immediate deſtruction. 
Hell, or the grave, as the Hebrew word might be 
tranſlated, frequently denotes, that vaſt gulf, which 
ſwallows up all the living, and ſhuts. them up in the 


land of darkneſs. It is uniformly repreſented, as 


poſſeſſing an unſatiable deſire of devouring thoſe who 


are alive. Our prophet therefore, with great beauty 


and propriety, introduces cruel 
preſiding over great empires, and furniſhed with 
ſtrength to vanquiſh all that come in their way, under 
the images of death and the grave, to which theſe 
attributes peculiarly belong. The prophet Habak- 


kuk, ſpeaking of the king of Aſſyria, with great ele - 


gance, employs the ſame images: * He enlargeth his 


+ defire as hell, and is as death, and cannot be {a- 


* tisfied, but gathereth unto him all nations, and 
© heapeth unto him all people“. Death wag a 
then, are here uſed emphatically, to repreſent ſome 
terrible ſpoiler of the nations, who ſpread among 
them deſolation and ruin, with whom the rulers of 
Judah had formed a ſtrict alliance, on which they 


founded their hopes of preſervation and 3 
aving | 


This the Jewiſh governors. are charged with 
ſaid. This language they had adopted, and been 
heard to expreſs; or it was really the fair interpreta- 
tion of their conduct. Actions m_ as 1 
le ways, they 


words: and in one or other of th 


5 „Hab. ü. 5. 
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have founded all their expectations of deliverance and 
fafety. They comprehend the whole argument, both 
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made this fooliſh and criminal declaration of ther 
ſentiments, that, having entered into a ſolemn treaty 
of alliance with ſome powerful monarch, they rather 
placed Er him 8 —＋ W 

When the overflowing ſtourge ſhall paſi through, it 
ſhall not come unia us. © Thoſe whom God-employs as 
inſtruments to puniſh the wicked, or to chaſtize his 
own people, are, in ſcripture, called ſcourges. By 
the ſcourge here ſpoken of, is meant, the great army 
of ſome mighty prince, which was to ſpread itſelf 
among the neighbouring nations, to the great da- 
mage of the inhabitants. From this threatened cala» 
mity, the goyernors of Judah promiſed themſelves 


- exemption, in conſequence 7 the league above men. 


tioned. Two metaphors, of a different kind, are 
mixed together by aur prophet, in the deſcription 
before us. The uſe of a ſcourge is to ſtrike, but not 
to overflow: and as the great army, ſignified by the 
ſcourge, was not only to infli& ſevere puniſhment 
upon thoſe to whom it reached, but, like a river: en- 
tending itſelf over its banks, it was to lay waſte the 


| Vhole country through which it- paſſed. Notwith. 
| ſanding, the ſcornful men of Judah pleaſed them- 
ſelves with the thoughts, that it would not reach to 


them. The rulers of that people, far from being 
alarmed by the explicit declaration made 10 the be · 
ginning of this chapter, reſpecting a mighty one, 
who, as a flood of waters, was to overflow, and caſt 


down to the earth, the crown of pride, and drunkards 


of Ephraim, fooliſhly imagined, that this judgment 
was not to come nigh them, or hurt them. Hos 
ill founded, how abſurd, the confident expectations 
of ſafety which proud ſelf-conceited perſons frequent 
ly expreſs! The rich man's wealth is his ſtrong city, 
* as * h wall in his own cy are 

in the midſt of danger, he regards neither the provi- 
dential ——— nor the awful threatenings of 


the 


544 


+ dd ſafety, until carried , horde 
_ ments of heaven. ——The che rue 05 I 


$ vanities the royal prophet, who truſted in the Lord, 


of theſe de nations could . 


2 dane Xx om: 


the Almighty be admoniſhed and u proved by - 
the 5 1 77 God, dreams of nothing but 1 


2 of ſafety, i is truly wing e and-extracr- | 
ary 3 

For we have made lies our refuge, be. The Jes and 
falſehood which they made their refuge, might com- 
prehend all that, in ſcripture-language, i is f by 
theſe terms: t 5 idols and lying vanities, which were 
honoured by the Heathen nations, to which they 
united in Bt their homage. Of them the prophet 
Jeremiah thus * * The graven image, and the 
molten image, is falſehood z and there is no breath 
* in them: they are vanity ;-the work of errors. 
The wealth, wiſdom, and power, wherein they pre- 
| ſumptuouſly placed their confidence, fondly i 
ing, that they might prove ſufficient to ſexeen them 
from danger in the time of Theſe deceitful 


declares, that T dan 1. —Tbe falſe doctrines of 


lying prophets, who erred from the truth, aud pro- 


pheſied falſehood; concerning whom the Lord de- 
clares, They propheſy unto you a falſe viſion and 
* divination, and a thing of nought, and the deceit 
* of their heart f. Under ſome one: or other of theſe 
e did the ſcornful _— of —— ee e 
rom impending judgments, and then thought t 
ſelves — — — of evil. Hence their ſhameful 
confeſſion, their impious language, We have made. lies 
our refuge, and under fa hood have we hid ourſelves. 
All their expectations ſafety, on theſe accounts, 


were diſappointed. Notwithſtanding they i 


the affiſtance of the Egyptians againſt the. Aſſyrian, 
and afterward, about the time 26 Meſfiah's appear. 
ance, they decame ſubject to the Romans, yet neither 


* Jer Xo 147 1 Plal. a 6. hl. 14. 
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' who mũüſt Took for _— ſhelter to ſome quarter 
or other. Warned by the folly of the profane in Ju- 


vain hopes, let us "place our truſt in God, MEE 
ſure defence, a never-failing refuge. AF es | 


» — * * 
* 5 "oy 


haſte, 


| in with greater majeſty and authority, or placed in a 


manded attention to the word of the rd whieh he 
had in command to ſpeak, after expoſing the folly 


power, who preſumptuouſſy 
tence in deceit and falſehood, publiſhes 


be inflicted upon 


lay a more firm ſoundation of truſt and dep« 


them that believe ough apt by us es be directed. 
He connects the proved mere ht 

proof, by the word ahorifite; ws; which not only 

ut the order wherein one thing was to follow ano- 
ther, but Intimates, 'that God would raks occaſion, 
om the atrocious crimes committed by the-rulers of 
, * to manifeſt the greatneſs of his mercy, and 
de riches of his grace. We have ſaid, We made 


Þ * 
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ton from calamities . Reaſon Gs a. 
rience teach, — we are weak defenceleſs creatures, 


dah, and the 'diſappaintment that terminated their 


16 | Therefore: thus' faith the Lord "Go; | 
Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation, a ſtone, 
a tried ſtone, a precious corner font, à ſure 


foundation; he wa wen e nat, N IF 


Few prediQtions delivered In wende ws would” 


more remarkable conneQion, than that which lies 
now before us. The prophet, having ſolemaly de- 


and wickedneſs of the ſcoruful men — were in 
expteſſed their conſi- 
the glorious 
truth contained in the words now read, before he 
proceeds to — the judgments determined to 
115 declares, in the name 
of Jehovah, "hap fnfnts- wiſdom and grace would 
ce 
than that upon which profane men buik their e 
pectations, whereupon the great edifice of Rig churek 
ſhould be eſtabliſhed, _ 5 which the eyes of all 


e precedin — g 
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; _ duce alluſions to the actions of former times, ſuch 2 
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lies our refuge, and under falſehood have we hid our. 
| ſelves: therefore ſaith the Lord God, Behald, I lay in 
Zion for a foundation, a fene, &c. The inference is 
truly remarkable, and-cannot fail to excite the ad- 
| maj. agen of all the r 1 ſervants of God. 
Notwithſtanding proud. worldly men'may-impiouſly W 
imagine, that there is no other 1 
the church can reſt their faith and hope than that 
which is ſuggeſted by human prudence, that there is 
no other way of obtaining deliverance than what is 
deviſed by the ſagacity of man, the Lord God hath 
laid a far more excellent and ſure foundation, that 
ſhall never decay; upon which he will erect à ſpiri- 
tual and living temple, that ſhall riſe to amazing 
height, magnificence, and glor rx. 
IT he prediction is delivered in beautiful figurative 
language, juſtly meriting the moſt ſerious diſeuſſion. 
In defcribing or embelliſhing illuſtrious actions, or 
future events, the prophets are accuſtomed to intro- 


poſſeſs a conſpicuous place in facred hiſtory; and 
thus they illuminate the future by the paſt, facts leſs 
known by others more generally underſtood. In the 


noble ſtructures of ancient times, whoſe foundations 
were laid amidſt multitudes of 'admiring ſpeQators, 

wo accompanied the ſolemnity with ſhouts and ac- 
 clamations of joy. When the. foundations of the 
earth were laid by the Almighty, the morning ſtars, 
| who witneſſed this great work, ſang together, and all | 
the ſons of God ſhouted for joy. At the commence- 
ment of thoſe grand material buildings, which typified 
te church of the living God, vaſt numbers of be- 
_ holders aſſembled: and when the workmen' began to 

| build the temple of the Lord, they ſet the prieſts in 

_ their apparel, with the Levites, who ſung together by 

c  eourſe, in praiſing and giving thanks unto the Lord“. 
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Zion for a foundation, a ſtone, a tried ſtone, a pre- 


cious 3 he calls upon men to attend, 95 


Accordingly, the appearance f : 5 
desen God for Aebi was an- 
nounced from on high, to be; » of great joy _ 


unto all people: his divine ee beneſicent 
miracles, his triumphant entry into Jeruſalem, his 


glorious reſurrection from the d. dead, and 
aſcenſion into heaven, were contemplated and cele- 
brated with exultation and joy.——Behold all ye 


kindreds of the earth, people of every language, and 
of every deſcription; ye ſcornful men, ſtout-hearted, 


and far from righteouſneſs; ye deſponding tranſ- 
greſſors, who are humble and contrite in heart; ye 


people of the Moſt High, who are built together, 
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— Jehorab. was about to-lay ln. 


for an habitation of God, through the Spirit. Unto 


you, O men, I call, a wy e jo the Ginbet 
men. Behold this admirable work of the Lord God, 


which infinitely furpaſſes all created power to execute; 
and which the moſt enlarged capacity canner ini | 


comprehend, or ſufficiently celebrate. 
him performing this aſtoniſhing 


do his own purpoſe and grace, 5 exhibiting 4 
the brighteſt diſplays of majeſty and mercy, of righ. 
teouſneſs and holineſs, power and veracity; and 
| vhilſt you behold, Cir love, and rejoice. 


I lay in Zion: for @ foundation. A foundation pro 


perly denotes, "the loweſt part of the material bud. | 
the whole wei ht of the ſuper- ' 


ing, which ſu 
ſtructure, and gives it union, ſtrength, and ſtability. 


Figuratively, it ſignifies thoſe perſons or things, Which 


ſultain and unite the fabric that is raifed upon them; 
and which co icate to it, firmneſs, -conſiſtency, 


and perpetuity. this ſenſe. the fqundation of 3, | : 


ſtate or empire, i, its conſtitution, laws, and govern- 
ors; its counſels, ri and allies. The foundation 


of the church of God, is Jeſus Chriſt, who upbolds, | | 


and intimately connedts together in fraternal alfection, 


73 this prophecy. Having repreſented the happy con- 


e 


their faith and holineſs, their preſent privileges, their 
divine conſolations and future hopes. This moſt il. 


luſtrious Perſon poſſeſſes, in high perfection, all thoſe 


tion; and to him the apoſtle Peter expreſely applies 


qualifications which are requiſite to a. good 


dition, and diſtinguiſhed dignity. of true Chriſtians, 


4 as a ſpiritual temple, and holy prieſthood, he ampli. 
« " the 


fies and confirms what he had ſaid, by q 

words under conſideration *. - And the apoſtle Paul 
reminding the ſaints at Corinth, that they were 
God's building, and ought to take heed that they 


did not build improper materials upon the. foundation 


he had laid, enforces the caution by this powerful ar. 


gument : For other foundation can no man lay than | 


D that is laid, which is Jeſus:Chriſt f. Indeed, this 
chief work of God, which in itſelf is moſt excellent, 


and moſt intereſting to us, forms the chief ſubject of 


his word. All the ſcriptures, written both before and 


- after its execution, teſtify concerning it; and meet 


here, as in their common centre. The ſtrength and 


duration of the edifice depends on the firmneſs of the 


foundation; and therefore the Lord God, having 


pourpoſed to build a ſpiritual houſe, for the honour 
his majeſty, that ſhould endure for ever, placed, at 
the bottom of this immenſe ſtructure, a-ſutable and 
permanent foundation. How glorious the work that 
e declares he would perform in Zion: and which, 
in the fulneſs of time, he executed, according to the 
plan he formed in his eternal mind, when the 8on of 


God aſſumed our nature, magniſied the divine law 
that we have broken, and endured the curſe that we. 


have merited! This is the Lord's doing, and-ought 


to be wondroys in our eyes. 
Let us now proceed attentively to ſurvey this foun- 


dation, which God hath laid; whereupon is #itly 


x * . N 
. % ; : s. £ q : VS « 
0 5 F . — - Fm 
* : . : 85 
v3 3 ; LE] . 3h . os 8 q p * 
1 * Wo 4 1 n 11 . 
1 Peter 11, : SE „ Uls Like 
- oo CARS... 1 s * FL 3 4 N. We 7 3 £ . 
* 2 
«Ss +4 * ©. * - 
* 


— 


I S. BB. Oe 


K „ 
a . co. 


S 


1 4 . s : ; : * 1 1 . 4 % : 7 
| SEE. 5 A TY 
: 1 a : « : / : ; 


Yu. 16.  PROPHECIES « or tSAFAR: 


framed t | that noble edifice; which-riſeth-into | 
an hol temple in the Lord. Let us minhteiy exa- 
mine — Lark Let's mine cw 
2 properties whereof it is poſſeſſed, that, hav- 

g ſeen its All-ſuſſiciency and LES we may — 


. it 
eing. Wh . 


Our prophet having expreſſed a noble ſentiment : v2 
vith the utmoſt brevity and fimplicity, illuſtrated by 
no circumſtances, adorned with no epithets, callsin 
the aid of ornament: he repeats, he varies, he am- 
plies the ſentiment 3 and adds to it ſeveral ſhort ſen- «1 
ences, more fully to elucidate the ſubject. He re- 4 
turns to the favourite topic; and more particularly 
delineates it, by 1 imagery borrowed from a well. known | 
and familiar object. 
4 font is the moſt proper material that can be lail 
tor a foundation. By this figurative expreſſion, Jeſus 
Chriſt, the promiſed Meſſiah, the great Redeemer, . 
is doubtleſs intended. Under this deſignation, he 
s frequently { of in the ſcriptures of the Old 
ud New Teſtaments. He is the ſtone which the 
builders rejected, that is now become the head of the 
comer . This text, which is ſeveral times cited b i 
the apoſtles, i is acknowledged by all, in the full and 
proper ſenſe, to belong to the Meſſiah, who expreſaly ' 
applies it to himſelf 1. The apoſtle of the cendaell'- 
ion particularly ſpeaks of him under this 4 
"here, having ſaid that the Lord is gracious, he wal 
nediately adds, To whom coming, as unto a liviri | 
* ſtone, ifalowed indeed of men, but choſen of : 
ind precious 1. He calls him a living ſtone, to 1. LORE 
mate, that he hath life in himſelf, and communicates 
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felicity; ſuch as ther 
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life to all who are built upon him. A lone, which WW 
is remarkable for its ſtrength, firmneſs, and duration, WW 
exhibits an inſtruQive emblem of the mighty One, 


on whom our help is laid, who poſſeſſes in | 
ſtrength, who upholdeth all things by the word of 
bis power; and, being able to ſave to the xt, 
ſuſtains the whole weight of his chureh. Its. ſolldity 
and -firmnels repreſent the ſtability of Jeſus Chriſt, - 
whoſe throne is eſtabliſhed in the heavens; whoſe pur- 
poſes and promiſes are ſure and unalterable, «6 
covenant of peace cannot be removed. Its continu- 
ance and duration ſets forth his everlaſting perpetuity, | 
who is the ſame yeſterday, to-day; and for ever; who 
is unchangeably poſſeſſed of every divine excellency : 
his love, righteouſneſs, and ſtrength, never decay; nor 
are they impaired by exertion. ' A large ſtone, pro- 
| rake hewn, and laid at the bottom of a great build- 
ing, gives a ſtrong idea of an immoveable object, that 
cannot be diſplaced ; and affords a lively. emblem of 
his immutability and permanency, upon whom reſts | 
the faith, the holineſs, and hope of the faints—— 
The inſpired writers frequently mention this wonder. 
ful Perſon in figurative terms, under a pleaſing va- 
riety of amiable characters, highly neee to the 
welfare and ſupport of the church of God. He is the 
Author of eternal ſalvation, who conveys to them, all 
the ineſtimable benefits requiſite to conſummate their 
emiſion of fins, the renovation 
of their, natures, ſtrength to obey the divine com- 
mandments, and thoſe conſolations which revive their 
hearts. He is the great High Prieſt, by whom they 
have acceſs unto God; the infallible. Teacher, who 
inſtructs them ſo as to make them wiſe unto ſalva- 
tion; the ſpiritual King, who reſeues them from ſer- 
vitude, introduces them into glorious liberty, and de- 
fends them from evil. He is the great Law. giver, 
vrho is able to ſave, and to deſtroy; the ſkilful Phy- 
fician, who cures them of their ſpiritual maladies, and 
| reſtores them to perfect ſaundnels ; the tender-hearted 
ae ob pap 5 Ks Shepherd, 
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tion and office, by the ſtrongeſt proofs that could bs 
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W Shepherd, who brings them back from their wander 
—.— 


ings, and them into green paſtures; the : 


ſupreme Judge, who corrects them for their faulta, 5 


— who, at the final. judgment, will aſſign them glo- 
ry, honour, and 1 — oe 2 ;por- - 
ton. He is the Sun of ri 0 Mat- | 


| nates and warms them by his refreſhing — vo 
read of life, which —— —-—-— 28 
dock and ſtone upon which they are built, and from 


whence they derive ſtrength and eſtabliſhment. - 
4 tried tone, on, as the Hebrew word may be 
rendered, © A — of trial. In Velde Chai: . | 
ſcription 18 perfect icable to 
"= um 1 of perſons or things, in 
which we are called to place unſuſpecting e 
— ne — n and found upon trial, 
to anſwer the expectations formed concerning” 
— and to ſerve every purpoſe for which they were 
intended. —— in every reſpect, veri- 
ed in the promiſed Meſfiah, here ſpoken of, a8 a 
tried ſtone, His claim to the high character af the 
Son of God, and Saviour of the world, was feverely 
tried, and found inconteſtably valid and fufficient. 
He fully authenticated his title to this high deſigna - 


demanded, In him were accompliſhed the ancient 


predictions, which declared, that he ſhould; be a Pro- 


phet like unto Moſes; 4 high Prieſt, after'the order 
of Melchiſedec, who, by on e offering, was to put 
an end to ſin, to finiſh — and bring in 
everlaſting l the Prince of peact, the 
King of Zion, juſt, and having —_ In him 


vere fulfilled the types, which p 


ſtructire circumſtances, relative — his 5 the 
deſign of his manifeſtation. A Moſes liſted up 


vhoſoever believeth in him, might not peri but 
have everlaſting life. As our paſſover, he was ſacri- 
e 


the ſerpent in the wilderneſs, ſo he was lifted-up, that 


| * 
the ſevereſt trial. His love to God, bis zeal for his 


15 — ——ů — — 


ſume ſentiment delivered by our prophet, chap. viii. 
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Fg nights in the whale's belly, ſo he was three 
three nights in the heart of the earth me hem 
performed thoſe ſtupendous miracles, winch werefore. 
told ſhould be wrought by He | 
the eyes of the blind; he 
deaf; he made the lame to o lap us 


— and aſcended ſorioufl on nigh ta 
the Lord might is — "up 

_ - Beſides, his abilities to ,nccomplifh in | 

of his appearance in this world, 5 


glory, his obedience to his commands, his patience 

under ſufferings, his reſignation to the divine will, 
his love and compaſſion to men, were all fairly | 
tried, and fend cond y of praiſe, and honour; and 
glory. After having ed the moſt: painful la. 
bours, the moſt complicated aſſlictions, the ſharpeſt 

reproaches, and ſhameful indignities, he was laid, by 
infinite wiſdom, the foundation of the church. Since 
that period, he hath been tried by multitudes, which 

no man can number, of every kindred, nation, lan- 
guage, and tongue. Men, of every character, of every 
age, of ny eneration, have united in gratefully ac- 
2 conſummate ability to ſave to the 


the efficacy of his blood, and the riches of his grace. 
That which they have heard, and ſeen, and taſted, 
they have declared unto vs, that we alſo may have 

fellowſhip with them. I remarked, that the He- 
brew words may be alſo rendered, *-a ſtone of trial.” 
According to this interpretation, they contain the 


14. And he ſhall befor a — ſtumbling, and 
2 for a rock of offence, to both the houſes of Iſrael, 
c. In this view, devout Simeon contemplated him, 
when he thus ſpake: He is ſet for the fall and riſin al 
=, > pa n+ and for a 8 8 = 
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= ——_— chat the the of many hears. | N 
| * may be A Theſe — were . 
xcompliſhed i in Jefus Chriſt, who makes full diſcovery vp 
of the ſpirĩtual ſtate and character of men. By the 
ſentiments they entertain concerning him, the recep - 
tion which they give him, and the ſubjection that 
they yield to him, they plainly new, whether or not 
their an are upright or deceived, their faith i is real 


lation is clear or indiſting, By "cordially . 
bracing this great Redeemer, in the r — . 
ncters he ſuſtains, and frmiy 22 | 
| their alone foundation, they clear evince, tha 5 
heartily approve of him, ys, 5th his ee "By 

whereas, by r rejecting this tried ſtone; they give con · 

incing evidence of their pride, obſtinacy, _ "__ : 
criminal paſſions. | 
4 corre ne; Jus ung nen only the foun- 3 by 
dation-ftone, which ſupports the weight the ſuper. 
ſructure laid upon it, but he is . — the — 3 £ 114 
one, which unites, beautiſies, and — dif the 
whole building. lle unites t — the different 
parts whereof the church of G compoſed-. In 
this great edifice, there are . — of people, 44 ö 
al nations, kindreds, and languages, whoſe laws and 
manners are as oppolite to one another as the ſides of 1 
a houſe, Jews and Greeks, Barbarians and Scyt * 
— and free, honourable and diſhonouradle, rich 

and poor, furniſh: materials for this houſe of God. 
All theſe different deſcriptions of people, Wh were 
at variance with one another, are tec and 
united together by Jeſus Chriſt, who of them form 
one magnificent temple for Jehovah. Having abo- 
iſhed the enmity that formerly ſubſiſted among them,, 
x makes be AONPRRIOII n — Ne 


„ ¶ £0 A Be . ⁵¼ . de 


4 1 and, by means of his ordinances, laws, 
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[7 
by Jeſus Chriſt, made fellow-aitizens withthe Haine; 
aud members of the honſehold:.of God. This 


corner-ſtone not only unites, but it beawtifies-che edi- 
fice: of the church. Cornet -ſtenes are: 32 
large, properly ſquazed, and well poliſhed, ſerving 
for ornament, as well as 2 the puilding; and on 
this account, likewiſe, is Jeſus Chriſt ſpoken of under 
_ © this ſmilitude. He bimſelf is faiver than the children WM 
of men, the chief among ten thouſand, and altogether 
lovely. He gives ſpiritual beauty to all who are con- 
nected wich him; inſomuch that his comelineſa, 
grace, and favour, are. ſaid to be upon them. By 
communicating to them the graces of the holy Spirit, 
he renders them all glorious: within; and, by his 
1 which the apoſtle Faul affirms, is upon 
. believe, he wakes them comely indeed. 
Thus does he become the beauty and glory of his 
„ among whom he . the moſt deſirable 


_ and promiſes, he diſpoſes them. to. ſhine forth in the 
beauty 2 holineſs, One more: This corner | 
ſtone ſtrengthens the whole building, which it con- 
nects and adorns. The mighty One, upon whom the 
Lord God hath laid our help, conveys ſpiritual | 
frength to all the living ſtones, which are built into 
the temple of the Lord; in conſequence, whereof, 
they are ſtrong in him, . 0 in the — — 
might, for performing duty, pe- 
mies, and ſuſtaining the afflictions to which we 
appointed, The pri of power, as well as of 
and of a ſound mind, pervades the whole of this great 
building, and gives it ren and eſtabliſhment. he 
church of God therefore, ſupported and united by the 
omnipotent Saviour, notwithſtanding all the com. 
| + bined efforts of earth and hell, ſhall continue rooted 
and grounded in him, and unmoved from the 
of the goſpel. From all which it appears, that 
Chriſt, who is the corner- ſtone, that unites, beauti- 
By and W the whole church of God, _ 
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os of the world: This ani! $a 

ght to make” bs ſ6licitous to de unte s 
him, and to one anotber; e bln in. 

diſſoluble affection. N 


A precious eormer-flone. The The ies Veda fey : 
W foken of, is truly precious and valuable; on account 
 efhis intrinſic perfection and glory. Being the bright. 


his perſon, he poſſelſes iticompatable divine beauty, 
we 80 150 brilliancy. Even when covered = 
by the vail of humanity, his ſupreme maſeſty and et- 
cellence ſhone forth at times with ſuc b geen | 
that thoſe who beheld him, ANY 
be the gloty of the Only Begotteti 
of grace atid truth.” [ts om dr 
| man virtue, every created and uhctedted eur), 
vhich baffle all deſcription, centre in hit. Viewing 
him manifeſted iti the fleſh; hne is the fait oritainiet | 
ad the higheſt glory of our nature. No ſuch perf 
ts be foi either in heaven or in earth. ng 
made ſo much better than the angels, ne hack 7 
inheritance obtained à more excellent name th 
they“. He is greater than Jonah, thie prophet z 
ya, than Solomok, 
ty. He is the Prince of the kings of the earth; 
infinitely ſuperiot to all the fenowneck pr projets, 
prieſts, judges, and faviouts, that" ever atofs in the. 
church. In the perſon of Mefliah, is ubited, the re 9885 
cent of days, and the Child bor; God over all, 5 9 
bleſſed for ban and that nature which, conicel Er 
the fleſh, deſtended from the fathers ; the form of - 
God, and the form ef 2 ſervant ; the Lord of Me, 
nd the Man of forrows. "This 2 — and wond6r- | 
ful character, which will for ever ethpfoy the admir- 
ng comemplation of the moſt exalted ceſeſtial intefli- 


Fences, ny —_ inczprefibly Pretioun mit” defir-' 
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neſs of the Father's glory, atid the expel Image k 


556 | © ay nt 

for him, to whom all power in heaven and earth is 
committed? Can our intereſts ever miſcarry in his 
hands, whoſe compaſſions fail not, and whole faith- 


oy - 
- 


* 
9 


fulneſs endureth to all generations: 4 
Beſides, he is equally precious, on account of the 
ineſtimable benefits which he confers. Having life in 
himſelf, he communicates eternal life to all thoſe who 
build on him as their only foundation. When dead 
in treſpaſſes and fins, obnoxious: to endleſs deſtruc · 
tion, he quickens them, and reſtores them to im- 
mortal life and felicity, - When alienated from God, 
and enemies to him in their minds, and by wicked 
works, he reconciles them unto God, having made 
peace by the blood of his croſs. When ſitting in 
darkneſs, and in the ſhadow of death, he tranſlates | 
them into his marvellous light. When ſubject to the | 
. Tervice of ſin, and the power of Satan, he brings them 
into the glorious liberty of the ſons of God. He 
gives wiſdom to the fooliſh, ſtrength to them that 
have no might: he gives light to them that walk in 
darkneſs, and direction to them that are in perplexity. 
He forgives all their treſpaſſes; he cleanſes them from 
all unrighteouſneſs; he ſanctiſies them in ſoul and 
body; he comforts them when they are caſt down, 
and preſerves them to his heavenly Kingdom. Riches 
and ods are with him, yea, durable riches and 
. righteouſneſs: his fruit is better than gold, and bis 
revenue than choice ſilver. He is better than rubies; 
and all the things that may be defired, are not to be 
p 9 to org He cannot be 2 by the gol 
of Ophir, with the precious onyx or ſapphire. Tho! 
deſpiſed and rejected of 8 rho. know. not his inh- 
nite worth, yet, in the view of all who have ſpiritual 
diſcernment, he appears worthy to receive power, and 
riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, and honour,/and 
glory, and bleſſing. The thoughts of his tranſcendent 


w 


L 
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excellence, and exuberant goodneſs, ought to melt 
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vith admiration and gratitude. It is added. 


5 A ſure foundation. N iowa Fe = 


ton that the Lord God hath laid. in Zion, it only re- 


mains, in diſcuſſing this ſubject, to ſhew'its firmneſs 


and ſtability. The inſufficiency of a foundation ariſes 
either from the unſkilfulneſs of the architect the de- 

cay of the materials or the hoſtile attempts of its _ 
enemies. The foundation n the Lord God, Is 
not ſobject to any of theſe cauſes of inſtability.— He 
poſſeſſes conſummate ſkill and ability to execute the - 


the earth; and bath eſtabliſhed. it for ever, that it 
cannot be removed. He who made the world in his 


viſdom, and eſtabliſhed the earth by his power, can- 


not be deficient in ability to lay à ſure foundation in 
Zion, to ſupport his church: and, in this prediction, 
he pledges his veracity that he would do it, and in- 
rites us to contemplate his marvellous work. Nor 

can it poſſibly fail, through the decay of the materials 

of which it is compoſed. The heavens and the.carth 


| ſhall periſh; but he, who is a tried ſtone, ſhall en- 


dure: yea, all of them ſhall wax old as doth a gar: 
ment; as a veſture. ſhall he change them, and . 2 
hall be changed; but he is the ſame, and his years 


ſhall have no end. The children of thy ſervants ſhall - 
continue, and their ſeed ſhall be eſtabliſhed before 


thee. Time, which brings to ruin every foundation 

kid by human power, ſhall never impair that which 
God hath laid in Zion. It is an eternal excellency, _ 

the joy of many generations. Nor ſhall the hoſtile _ 
attempts of its enemies be ever able to undermine or 
ſhake this foundation. Many inveterate foes; no 


who ceaſe not to endeavour, by their utmoſt ener- 

tons, more ſecretly, or more openly, to injure its in- 

tereſts. They vex themſelves, however, in vain: no 

weapon formed againſt it, or the ſuperſtruQure raiſed 
EE I LE ed ab 
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Lt, \ 4 5 3 932 ; | | . 
our hearts into the tendereſt emotions, them |, 


moſt ſtupendous labours; and all his works are done 
in truth and uprightneſs. He laid the foundationg of 


. 
L — 
* 


doubt, it hath, poſſeſſed of much ſubtilty and ſtrengt, ; | 


AI .ꝗgnnd his wrath upon themſelves. Upot this immove. 


+ 2 0 bi your intereſt in what bath been faid. 


ing for himſelf: confeſs your > Sickneſs. 
 treme folly, in having ſubſtituted other grounds 


* 
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upon it, ſhall ever m_ The king * 
and the rulers of the darkneſs of Ie s world, take 
counſel together againſt the Lord, and againſt his I 
Anointed: but however many and ighty they ta) 
be, they only imagine a vain thing, in Which they can 
never fucceed. He that ſitteth +, the heavens, ſhall 
laugh; the Lord ſhall have them in deriſon: he 
will pour contempt upon their . effotts, 


_ able rock, this everlaſting -foundaGeti; God will build 
dis church; and the TR of hell, infernal principa- 
2 and powers, ſha prevail againſt it. Hence 
ve joyfully conelude, that ihe foundation which God 

hath laid in Zion, mall never be removed, but endure 
8 all generations. 1 
Ro the Tub ect, brethren, 256 with it, your 


I you are not intimatel eonnected with this tried 
precious corner. ſtone, and built upon this ſure founda- 
uon, your ſtate is truly deplorable; and if you per. 
fiſt in rejecting the Saviour; he will prove to you 2 
ſtone of ſtumbling, and rock of offence, on which 
you will ſtumble, and fall, and be broken. Caſt 
yourſelves down, then, before the Lord God: hum- 
\._ -bly ee 2A, your unworthineſs to be built into 
the habitation he is now, through the Spirit, 1 


vo deſpiſed this precious corner-ſtone; and mor * n 
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confidence, in place of this fare foundation: wo 
veſtly entreat, that he who ealleth the things that are 
not as though! they were, and who of ſtones can raiſe 
up children to Abraham; would buile you upon the 

ock of ages; and unite you to one another by the 
ſtrong bond of perfection, that, being fitky framed Fl 
together, you may grow up unto an holy temple 
in the Lord, which he __ gens to 1 with his 


e nee — 0 | 


| Hire you bees happily brought off from depend- JJ 
ence on thoſe ref of lies, in wich multitudes - J] 
| place their truſt ? Have you renounced all confidence 

in yourſelves, and in every creature} and come unto 
kus Chriſt as unto a living ſtone, that, as 4 
ſtones, you may de buik up a ſpiritual houſe, voted 
W pri:ſthood, to offer up eee. ſacrifices, acceptable | 

bo God by Jeſus Chriſt F In confequenee of this con- 


' nedtion, do you of divine life, ſtrength, beau- 
ty, and ſtability? and do ſee fuch infinite excel- 
knce in this glorious e that riſon of 


it, you account alt other Cr te” ake ther 
| the comfort that flows from this high privilege ; and 
adopt the triumphant language of the Paul,  - 
ſaying, © I am perſuaded, that neither death, noe life; 
nor angels, not principalities, non powers, nor things 

' preſent, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, 
nor any other creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate us 
from the love of God-which is in Chriſt jeſus our 
Lord.“ You may de ſeparated ynexpeQedly fromm 
your houſes and lands, your deareſt friends, and moſt 
intimate connections; or: they may be removed ſudſ-. 
denly from you: but no creature, not even death it- 
ſelf, ſhall diffolve the bleſſed union fubſiſting between 
jou and, Jeſus Chriſt. Neglect not the duty that re. 

ſults from this 'glarious prerogative; but fludy to 1 
practiſe the precepts — 51 by the a of”. | 
cur Lord and Saviour. - As ye have ti refore re- 

ceived Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, fo walk ye in ite; 

' Tooted and built up in him, and ablithed. in the 
| faith, as ye have been taught, abounding der M; 


' thankſgiving 4. But ye, beloved, bui 5 
ſelyes on your moſt holy faith, prayi if ele 

' Ghoſt, keep yourſelves in th ah, prying in looking” 

le the merey of our Lord Jeſus Chriſh unto terial | „ 
lie . And now, brethren, I commend you to GO. 
ud to the word of his grace, which is able to build 


* Rom viii. 38 39. | + Coli 6.7. 1 Jode 50, at. 2 | 
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Ky *. 1 Peter 3 ii. 6. 


yon up, and to gie ye 
them: that are fanBified *. „„ ; 
© He that believeth ſhall not a ys i — wa 
are twice cited by the apoſtle Paul, in hid E piſtle to 
the Romans. Firſt, To confirm wü he ld con- 
cerning Iſrael, who followed after the law of righ- 
_ © teouſneſs, and attained not to nr hes emer 
_ © neſs. Wherefore? Becauſe they ſought it not by | 
< faith, but as it were oo works of the law: for 
they ſtumbled at that ſtone; as it is writ. 
ten, * Behold, I lay in Zion: a ftumbling-ſtone, and | 
+ rock of offence : and whoſoever delieveth on him 
©: ſhall not be aſhamed . Secondly, To prove the 
certain connection between faith and "righteouſneſs, | 
between confeffion and ſalvation; and to ſhew, that 
they who believe on Jeſus Chriſt ſhall be 2 ; 
The apoſtle Peter alſo quotes them with ſome 
| variation, to ſhew the firmneſs and ſtability of Chriſ- 
_  tians, as a ſpiritual tem —_— — 9 8 
Tou may obſerve, that Iſaiah ſaith; He that 
eth mal not make haſte; the apoſtle of the Genie, 
| He ſhall not be aſhamed ; the apoſtle of the circum- 
-eifion, He ſhall not be confounded.” The meaning is 
the ſame; for, according to. à learned writer, well 
. acquainted with the oriental languages, the Hebrew 
word here uſed, hath three ſignifications, to haſten, 
to be afraid, to be aſhamed or confounded. The 
fiirſt is retained in our Engliſh” verfion; the ſecond, 
dy the Syriac tranſlation; parry the third, by the Sep- 
nuagint, and the apoſtles. He chat believerh thall-nof 
de afraid of evil idinges be will not fear, though the 
earth be removed, and the mountains be carried into 
the midſt of theſea. He ſhall never de aſhamed of 
dis faith and hope; not confounded in theigreat and 
 tertible 9 af the Lord, une e the reg 
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in ofthe heavens and the earth, be fall el, 


e, int 
e Tienby þ 2 pong 
cared. In this ſenſe, the word is frequ 25 
ſcripture; 48 where it is written, Achiſn believed 
« David, faying, He hath made his people utterly to 
« abhor him, This ſimple definition may aſſiſt us, 
in underſtandin ra Hens the . of the character tabs 5 
us. He that 
teſtimony of the Lord od; and relies, with unſuſ- 


| py confidence, on his omnipotence; truth, and 


fulneſs, for the accompliſhment of what he hath 


promiſed. He receives the record that God bath 


ziven concerning his Son; and, being — 
of his perfect ſuitableneſs, and glorious all-ſuthciency, 
to relieve all his neceſfities, he commits himſelf, and 


ll his concerns, to the compaſſionate care of this 
2 His faith, being the ſubſtance of things 


hoped for, gives the bleſſings contained in the pro» 
nſw Goff a real. 2 in his mind, and en- 
ters him as it were upon e preſent poſſeſſion, Being 
the evidence of things not ſeen, it realizes inviſible 
them ful ly-before his view. In 
this manner, there is an Ie connektion formad | 
between the perſon that believeth, and the things 
which are believed; in conſequence whereof, he par- 
ticipates in the love, the conſolation, and other. bene⸗ 


fits, reſulting from them. And this faith, whereby be 


believes the report of the fete hear; an active power- 


ful . it it over the 
; it 3 b. oe and is ac d with 
— works. cter is more ſimp . eaſy 


to be underſtood, than ſome e would have us 
imagine. Indeed, it is not ſufficient to entitle to 
this a that we hare hows of "wu — 3 


You I. 7 i that . 
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that we have ſome little acquaintance with his perſon, 
offices, and ſalvation; that we can talk of his charac- 
ter, and/extol his compaſſion. : By believing the re- 


cord of God concerning him; we mult ſet to our ſeal 


that God is true; and, by fosſaking every refuge of 
lies, we muſt diſcoyer our confidence. in that ſure 

foundation, laid in Zion by infinite wiſdom and love. 
To this character, which is every where repreſented 


in ſcripture as of the higheſt importance, is annexed : 
the moſt glorious privileges; whilſt the moſt awful 


judgments are denounced againſt him that believeth 
not. Our prophet affirms,  —_ 


He that believeth ſhall not male hafte. Raſhneſs and 
precipitation are the effects of unbelief, which prompts 


to impatience, excites eager deſires of preſent enjoy- 


ment, and prevents from quietly waiting for the ſal- 


vation of the Lord. What but this induced the 

Iſraelites (who would not wait until Moſes came 
down from the mountain) to make a golden calf, and 
then to fall down and worſhip the idol? What tempt- 
ed the wicked ſervant to eat and drink with the 
drunken, and to beat his fellow-ſervant, but the 
thoughts that his Lord delayed his coming * ? Infide- 
lity excites thoſe under its influence, haſtily to graſp 
at preſent pleaſures, poſſeſſions, and aſſiſtances; and 
will not allow them to ſtay for the accompliſhment of 


God's promiſes. He that believeth, is of another and 


| better ſpirit, and follows an oppoſite line of conduct. 


He ſhall not make haſte to draw raſh conclufions from 


| God's delaying to grant him aid and relief; but he 
will patiently wait upon him that waits to be gra- 
cious. Though mercies are delayed, he will not, 


like one diſmayed and terrified, flee to the creature 
for help and happineſs, but will humbly ſtay upon 


God until he have mercy upon him. In every con- 
dition, he will place unſhaken confidence in the pro- 
miles of God, expecting, with undiſturbed tranquil 
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ity of mind, their fulfilment in due ſeaſon. | Though = 
| the viſion tarry, he will wait for it; becauſe it ſurely 
ſhall come, and ſhall not — Beware then of 
ſpeaking, or acting, with precipitation. When David, 
king of Iſrael, was in haſte, he uttered unguarded ex- 
preſſions ; and ſaid unto God, I am cut off from 
* before thine eyes. He affirmed, * All men are 
* liars+.” The tide gf corruption, joined with the 
vind of temptation, are apt to carry us with impe- 
tuoſity into manifold dangers. Endeavour then, on 
all occaſions, to ſpeak and act with coolneſs and de- 
liberation: let your words and actions be the reſult 
of mature conſideration ; and thus give evidence, that 
you believe the word af God. i 


17 Judgment alſo will I lay to the line, and 
righteouſneſs to the plummet; and the hail ſhall 
ſweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters ſhall 
overflow the hiding-place — 1 
The prophet next addreſſes profane hypocritical 
mockers, who, rejecting the rich proviſion which 
God determined to make for the fafety of his 
people, had entered into an agreement with death. 
and the grave; and againſt them, he denounces very 
awful judgments. The divine procedure toward 
them, would be marked with the ſtricteſt juſtice, un- 
tempered by clemency and mercy; whilſt the people 
with whom they had entered into covenant, were to 
attack, and to overwhelm them with deſolation. Hav- 
ing ſpoken of the ſalvation which God was about to 
accompliſh for his church, in reference to the work. 
of a {kilful architect, he continues the alluſion in the 


JJ! ²˙ m] fe edt Le and 


n- firſt 2 the verſe, when threatening the awful 
o- puniſament to be inflited upon thoſe who derided © 
il- is ſervants and inſtructions. Judgment alſo will l 


{ay to the line, that there may not be the leaſt defi- 


9 Pfad, unk 22. 5 + Plal. cxvi. 11. 3 
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ciency in the deſerved calamities, which ſhall be 
exactly commenſurate to the demetit of the crimes 

which they are intended to puniſſi And righteoy 
neſs to the plummet, that 1 may diſcover the 2 


regard to equity and juſtice in the adminiſtration of 
divine judgments, ſo as they may neither lean to the 


ſide of mercy, nor to its oppoſite, rigorous ſeverity. 

The remarkable viſion which was thewed uh 

Lord to the prophet Amos, hath ſome reſemblance to 

the prediction now before us: Behold, the Lord 

| © ſtood upon a wall made by a plunib-line, with a 

| 7 plumb- line in his hand.—Then ſaid the Lord, 

| bs nou, F, 5 - 3 ee pg pep! of my 
* people Iſrael: I will not again paſs by them an 
1 8 Len *” &c. From all which we learn, that th. 

Lord ponders, with moſt exact attention, all the di- 

ſtinctions of characters, times, and eircumſtances, 

all the various motives both to lenity and ſeverity; 

and that he acts in a manner ſuited to his perfect 
a 1 1 fon yy | away 8 3 lies, &c 
| the hail fhall the refuge of lies, &c. 
| The numerous Lee wn, of * freaky 
=: + mand, were to be ſent into the land of Canaan, to 
1 inflict deſerved judgments upon its inhabitants, for 
their vain confidence in an arm of fleſh, were intend- 
ed by the hail that is here mentioned. The wiſdom 
d power, riches, counſels, and allies, on which 


Wir deluſive hopes of ſafety were founded, were the 
refuge of lies, which was to be entirely: ovefthrown, ex 
and clean ſwept away, by the calamities wherewith wt 
they were to be viſited.———And the waters ſhall our. me 
flow the hiding: place. The mighty armies, of which 8 vt 
the prophet ſpeaks, in figurative language, were, lik: WI em 
2 flood, to come ſuddenly into the land of Iſrael, 0 BN fat 
reach far beyond expeclafion, and, with irrefiltibe BW exp 
force, to overflow and ſpread deſolation into euer oy 

W 
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 thelter; and who, like waters, overfiowed their land, 
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diſannulled, and your agreement wirh hell ſhall 


why the above predicted divine judgments were to be 


m even place; and 


ſuppoſe they ave in 
the greateſt ſafety. * A d&eivec heart (faith 4 | 
. them aſide, that they cannot deliver | 
© their foul, nor fay, Is there not a lie in our right- 
« hand * ? Take heed therefore, brethren, leſt there 
' be in an of you an evil heart of unhelief,” in de- 
{ parting from the living God. But exhort one ano-. 
« ther daily, while it is called To-day ;: leſt any of 
you be hardened. through the deceitfulneſs of 
inf ibis ediftion was completely verified 
1 Romans, who, like a ſtorm of hail, ſwept away 
the refuges of lies, "wherein this people had taken 


and executed upon them al ri ge ——OP 
which our prophet foretold. y 


18 And your covenant with death ſhall be 


not ſtand ; when the overflowing ſcourge ſhall 
pals through, then ye ſhall be trodden, down by + 


It, ; 
| This and the following verſe, ſuggeſt the ls 


executed, and repreſent the alarming conſequences 
wherewith they were to be attended. ——The agree- 
ment that they had made with death and hell, by 
which, I have ſuppoſed; were ſignified the Roman 
empire, from whence they expected defence and 
afety, being broken and diſſolved, they were to be 
expoſed to The pawer and vengeance of that great: 
people, Deprived of that afliſtance _— eg oe] | 
which, by their enormous 8 


Ibiah li 20. | T Hes. lh 12, 18. 
1 fo rfeited, 


i 


14 


366 LECTURES ow u Char. Xv. 


forfeited, they were utterly unable to refiſt the forces 

brought againſt them by that powerful empire, who 

_ trampled upon them, and afterward totally deſtroyed 

"them. In this ſentence, our prophet blends Range ba 
three metaphors, - which are all exceedingly ſuitable 

to the ſubject. The hoſtile army, which was to be 
employed in puniſhing the Jews, he reprefents as 3 
ſcourge; then as waters, that were to overflow the 

land; and laſtly, as an incenſed hero, who, having 
conquered, was to tread them under foot, and to treat 
them with the greateſt contempt Though men 

may form powerful alliances, 7555 which they may 

promiſe themſelves many advantages, yet their expec- 

tations may be miſerably diſappointed. The Lord 
bringeth to nought-the counſel of the Heathen, and 

_ -maketh the devices of the people of none effect. It is 

the glorious prerogative of the Almighty, to fruſtrate 

the wicked deſigns which are formed in oppoſition to 

his purpoſes. He baffled the foolifh attempts of Pha- 

radh, king of Egypt, to retain in bondage the children 

8 of Iſrael: he confounded the dangerous device of 
Haman, the Agagite, which had for its object, the 
deſtruction of the Jews : he defeated the machina- 

- tions of Herod, and the Phariſees, againſt Jeſus 
Chriſt : and he broke the covenant that the ſcornful 

rulers of Judah, who made light of the foundation 

which he laid in Zion, had entered into with the 

19 From the time that it goeth forth it ſhall * 
take you: for morning by morning ſhall it paſs 
over, by day and by night; and it ſhall be a 
vexation only 20 underſtand the report. 


Theſe words delineate ſome circumſtances accom- hu 
panying the predicted calamities, and the great diſtrels 
to which they were to give riſe. The overflowing 
ſcourge, mentioned in the preceding verſe, is here al 
ſpoken of, as going forth to puniſh — ot 
. greſſors. 


. * 
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geſſors. From the time wherein the Romans com- 
nenced hoſtilities againſt the Jews, who broke coye- 
nant with them, they were to go forth againſt theſe 
objects of their vengeance; and to lay ſuch faſt hold 
won them, that they could not eſcape, ——For morn-. 
g by morning ſhall it paſs over. Their enemies, in- 
tent upon ſpreading devaſtation over the whole land, 
vere to be employed for this purpoſe, with unwearied ' 
liigence, until they laid waſte all the country of 
Paleſtine. Divine judgments were not to make any 
unneceſſary delay, but to make progreſs by day and 
night. And it ſhall be-a vexation, &c. Some evils 
ue of ſuch vaſt magnitude, that the very report of 
them creates continual vexation: the rumour - that 
reiches the ear, penetrates to the heart, and gives it 
much uneaſineſs. So alarming and terrible were the 
clamities that befel the Jewiſh people, that their 
ninds could not fail to be diſtreſſed with perplexing 
fears, and overwhelming ſorrows. Thoſe who are 
ſtout-hearted in times of proſperity, when they appre- 
bend no immediate danger, are often moſt timid and 
fighted at the approach of divine judgments coming 
upon the earth. If the report produced ſuch effects, 
in what a deplorable condition would they find them- 


us klves, when inevitable deſtruction ſeized upon them, 

ful WH ud they could not eſcape? The words may be thus 

on rendered : For only vexation will cauſe you to un-. 

he ' derſtand doctrine. This tranſlation ſuggeſts a good 
vaoerpretation of this paſſage, which may be thus ex- 

I plained. Ye who would not attend to the precepts 

0 ud predictions of Jehovah, which he gave you by his 


krrants, ſhall be brqught, by other means than thoſe 
mich have hitherto been employed, to underſtand 


beir truth and e Vexation and anguiſm 9 
zetter 


al render you better acquainted. with: them, than + 
4 bu have been in proſperous days. Thoſe who will 
r lot learn inſtruction by gentle, may expect to be | 
ae aphr by ſevere Wee Take heed then leſt, by 
4 cy and peryerfity, you provoke God to teach 
ors. * e | TEE. 
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. ee *oh2 pete Be en 
| 20 For the bed is ſhorter than that @ man can 
ftretch himſelf on it; and the covering narrower 


4 


than that he can wrap himſelf in t. 


._ Theſe words ate ſubjoined as an argument, to 
evince Be r 2 _ aſſerted; that thoſe 
who reſort to refuges of lies, ſhall certainly feel di 
3 ene and vexa tion. They contain a thn 
bial ſaying, the meaning of which ſeems to be, that 
all the means of obtaining protection and fafety, be- 
ſide thoſe which God hath provided, ſhall prove in- 
ſufficient to ſecure from une evils. The Jewiſh 
beds were only mattreſſes, laid on the floor; and the 
cover was a ſheet, or , laid over it, in which 
the perſon wrapped himſelf. In this adage, there is 
an alluſion to the condition of one who, being weary 
and inclined to reſt, goes to bed, that he may get re- 
 freſhing repoſe. Having betaken himſelf to a hed 
that is too ſhort for him, and having got a covering 
that is too narrow to wrap himſelf in, he is diſap- 1 
pointed of the comfortable reſt that he expected to ev 
enjoy ; and, inſtead of getting agreeable warmth and 
_ refreſhment, he becomes cold, reſtleſs, and unealy. 
This painful ſtate repreſents, the diſtrefled difappoint- WW co 
ed condition of thoſe who hide themſelves under falle- 
hood and refuges of lies, in order to obtain either 
temporal or ſpiritual deliverance. . The truth of this 
aphoriſm, thus explained, was exemplified in the 
Jews, who W to other expedients for ſafety 
than divine wiſdom had ordained, and found all their 
expectations fruſtrated: / In roy rn this fooliſh 
conduct, they were filled with thame and anguiſh; 
and expoſed to that deſtruction, in which they peril Wl dend 
ed by the hands of the Romans, with whom they 8 nen 
were formerly in league, and on whom they _ | 
their confidence. The above illuſtration of this 
JJ ON T0 03s _ 
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rerbial ſaying, points out another application of 
* thoſe who. Hough Jews outwardly, or Chriſtians 
nominally, yet ſeek for ſpiritual relief and falvation 
from other quarters than from him, concerning whom . 
it is affirmed, That there is none other name under 
heaven given among men whereby we can be ſavedꝰ. 
Apply it then to every thing, beſides his mediation 
and Spirit, in which you are apt to place your hopes, 
tom which you expect relief and comfort in the 
time of affliction, and in the day of the revelation of 
the righteous judgment of God. Tour natural en- 
dowments, however great, can afford neither reſt to 
your ſouls, nor defence in the day of wrath. Tour 
yorldly enjoyments, however extenſive, cannot yield 
ſupport and conſolation, in the ſeaſon of danger and 
divine diſpleaſure. Tour external privileges, however 
nluable, cannot give you tranquillity and ſafety, in 
the time of impending deſolation and ruin. Tour 
religious attainments, however eminent, cannot ſecure 
you from the puniſhment of your tranſgreſſions, or 
prove a Tufficient foundation whereon to build your 
hopes of eternal ſalvation. If you expect redemption, - 
and reſt to your ſouls, from any of theſe things, how- - 
ever excellent in themſelves, - and not from ſeſus 
Chriſt, who is the only hope ſet before us, I ſee-not _ 
how you can claim the character of Chriſtians; who 
count all things loſs, that they may win him, and be 
anhin e, 


21 For che Loxp ſhall riſe up 2s in mount "7 
ferazim, he ſhall - be wroth as in the valley of, 
Gideon, that he may do his work, his ſtrange” 


work; and bring fo paſs his act, his ſtrange Al. 


In this verſe, our prophet illuſtrates, confirms, and - * 
wncludes the predictions, that reſpect the awful judg- 
nents which God was about to inſlict upon the pro- 
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fane and hypocritical people of the Jews. He ex. 

| plains and amplifies the fo jet 2 npariſons, 
h which are intended to ſhew the ſs of the 
I that were to _— them Hur the: Lord 
ſhall rife up as in mount Perazim- In this expreſſion, 
here les mn manifeſt allufion to the conduct 

e great perſonage, who, incenſed againſt thoſe 

who have highly provoked him, is — no 
longer to conceal his diſpleaſure, but to execute righ- 
teous vengeance upon thoſe who have excited his re- 
fentment. For this purpoſe, he arifes' to exert his 
power in puniſhing their crimes. In like manner, 
the Lord was to riſe up as one prepared for action, 


at he might employ his power, in 7 7 the 
atrocious wickedn that had been committed by 


thoſe whom he had taken for his At the 
time to which this prophecy refers, Jehovah was to 
appear, as he did of old on mount Perazim. The pe- 
markable event alluded to, is recorded, 2 Sam. v. 19. 
and following verſes, where it is thus written: And 
 _ © the Lord ſaid unto David, Go up to the Philifſtines ; 
'*  < for I will doubtleſs deliver them into thine hand. 
And David came'to Baal-perazim, and David ſmote 
them there, and ſaĩd, The Lord hath broken forth 
upon mine ehemies before me, as the breach of wa- 
ters. Therefore he called the name of that place 
: Baal. perazim, c. From the hiſtory, it plainly 
* e that, on this memorable occaſion, God wai 
plweaſed to interpoſe in an extraordinary manner; and 
dy ſome remarkable judgment, to overthrow the Phu 
—  Iſtines, who came forth to fight againſt David, king 
of Ifrael. The other ſimilitude, by which this pro 
7 2 is illuſtrated, is taken from the wonderful de 
| feat of the kings of Canaan, that met together to figh 
—_ againſt Hrael; the circumſtances of which are men 
| tioned by Joſhua, chap. x. 8. ef ſeg. where we read 
| © That God delivered them into the hand of Joſhua 
„that a man of them was not able to ſtand befor 
- _ © him: and that the Lord caſt down great hail-ſton 
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| today, The ſtrange: 


people. This is em 
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« from heaven upon them, and they died,” eee. Sd 15 
very great was to be the ſlaughter and deſolation here 
foretold, that it ſhould reſemble either; or both of theſe - 


memorable interpoſitions of Jehovah, for the deſtruc- - 


tion, of his people's enemies ——Indeed, the enecu- 
ton of this threatening, by the Romans, upon, the 
Jews, fully correſponded. with this for 


after, like the Canaanites of old, they had oppoſed. 


the execution of the divine purpoſe; after they roſe 
up in hoſtility, againſt Jeſus Chriſt, 1 would not 

ſubmit to David's Son and Lord, that he might rule 
over them; they were conſumed by divine vengea 


That be may de his work, bis 


8 work, « 
i Achaother free. To 


ions of providence 


are intended by the. work, and the act of Jehovah. 


That work, or 75 is called which is rec- 


koned uncommon, 9 and that cannot be 
_ eaſily accounted for. When the people ſaw the man 


afflicted by the pally, cured by a word from our Sa. 
viour, and walking home, carrying his couch, they 
glorified God, ſaying, We have ſeeñ things 
work, or act of God, whereof 
our prophes ſpeaks, can be no other, than the awful 

delolating judgments which he was to execute upon 
thoſe _ pe to be connected with him as his 
hatically called, his ſtrange work, 


i it is not agreea 
nation, and forms A contraſt to the ordinary courſe 


of his diſpenſations; who doth not willingly ai& or 


grieve the children 535 who hath no pleaſure in S: 
the death 4 fingers, and doth not delight in The jane. 1 
ling under foot the iſoners of the earth. 
ments which the ty inflits, are, as vj => 
extorted from his beneficent hand. He 240 in N 
exerciſing loving · kindneſa, righteouſneſs, and tender 


ſeldom doth he execute dreadful j 
people, n whom this hremening was e 


to his gracious nature and ineli- 


mercy in the earth: often doth he ſhew mercy, but 0 | 
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2 oe a long peried, enjoyed innumerable favours. 
from Heaven; and judgment, comparatively ſpeak. 
ing, was to them a ige act. e often 
ſeverely corrected them for their ſins; but now, as 
Moſes anciently foretold, The Lord was to make 
their plagues wonderful *,” beyond what had been 
ſeen or lad in times paſt. The greater part of the 
nation was to be rejected of God. That highly fa- 
voured people, in whoſe behalf the Moſt High had 
given many ſignal diſplays of his power and provi- 
dence, were to be caſt off: that temple, in which it 
Was believed he had his peculiar reſigence, was to be 
deſtroyed: that ſtate, which he himſelf had formed 
and preſerved, was to be entirely overturned: that 
ople, whoſe battles he had often ſought, he was 
himſelf to oppoſe, and extirpate from their on land. 


| | 

. . This was indeed a ſtrange work: The kings of the 
earth, and all the inhabitants of the world, would 4 
not have believed, that the adverſary and the enemy 

<* ſhould have entered into the gates of Jeruſalem f. 
Thoſe who diſtinguiſh themſelves by the abuſe and 7 

._ _- contempt of the privileges which they enjoy, have juſt ſ 
cuuſe to fear, that God will viſit them with the moſt c 
terrible calamities. The fins of the Jews were E. r 
multiplied, and aggravated beyond thoſe of other na- a 
tions; and, therefore, the Lord inflicted upon them th 
| ſtrange and extraordinary puniſhments. Our ſins, m 
who are favoured with the goſpel, are ſtill more hei- in 
nous, than theirs, in as much as we reje& and abule ſt 
ſtill greater mercy, love, and grace, than they en- to 
joyed. We ought therefore to remember, that, un- of 
leſs we repent, and return to the Lord from our evil Iaf 
ways, our puniſhment may be greater, and more mz 

| ſtrange, than that which they ſuffered. What a tre 
powerful motive doth this conſideration ſuggeſt, to oth 
engage us to abandon our tranſgreſſions, and every - 
peut. wii. 59, 60, 61. f Lam-iv. 1 Wh 
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| refuge of lies; and to build all our dan en the lr. | 
fundation that God hath laid i in 4 Zion!. | 


22 Nos e bb ye ues whgriliny elf 
your bands he made- ſtrong : for I haye heard 
from the Lord Gop of hoſts a ae 


ed upon the whole earth. 


3 mus part uf cue prophet's diſcourſe i is has con · 
duded, by a practical inference, con a ſalutary 
advice, in W ich he admoniſhes all wha hear his 
vice, to avoid a wicked and dangerous prac- 
ice —Since- the Almighty hathy in this, explicit 
manner, declared, that he will execute righteous *_ 
rengeance upon profane ſcoffers, beware of deriding 

the {criptyres, the ſervants, the ordinances, the pro- 

vidences of God, or of turning things ſacred into ri- 

dicule. Avoid ev oy approach to this abominable — 
practice, which muſt be odious to every perſon of 

good ſenſe; which will incur the Sand of the godly, | 

ad expoſe to the wrath of the Almighty. It is no 
ſmall degree of impiety, to call in queſtion, the Vera. 

city of God, and to difobey his authority; but ta de 

ride his truths, to mock his meſſengers, and to laugh . | 

his laws, is wickedneſs in the extreme. There = -, 

three degrees, by which men advance to this enor-— 

nous height of profaneneſs. They begin, by walking 

in the counſel of the ungodly ; they next proceed, tio 
ſtand in the way of ſinners ; after which, they aſcend - 

o the higheſt degree of profanity, and take the ſeat 

of the ſcorner. Would you avoid, as you aught, this 

alt ſtep, in an irreligious courſe? cautiouſly hun 

making the leaſt advances toward this dangerous ex- = 

Left your bands be made _ftrong. Among 

other things that God doth to thoſe who are guilty . 

of atrocious crimes, he binds and holds them falt by 

his righteous judgments, ſo that, unleſs their bands 4 
be looſed, they cannot poſſibly eſcape. The bands _ 
Wereby they a are — are the cords of ny” 15 


* 
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the fetters of affliction, and the chains of darkneſs, ia 
Which preſumptuous ſcoraful tranſgreſſors are often 
reſerved to the judgment of the great day. The 
expreſſion intimates, the ſlaviſh miſerable condition 
in which mockers of divine things are -detained ; 
ſhat by perſiſting in this wickedneſs, both their fin | 
- and miſery is increaſed, fo that their bands receive | 
additional ſtrength, and their ſtate becomes more 
ts Rrenys 160 ARS I Mt 
Fur I have bea n the Lord God of hofts a con- 
| ſumption, even determined upon the whole earth. Tlie | 
fame ſentiment occurred, chap. X. 24. where it is 
thus written; © For the Lord God of boſts ſhall make 
L a conſumption, even determined in the midſt of all | 
. * the land," After what was there faid to illuſtrate 
the ſubject, I ſhall not ſtay ta reſume or enlarge at 
preſent. Thoſe to whom this prophecy was primarily 
addreſſed, conſidering Iſaiah as a man of like paftions 
with themſelves, might be apt to think, that bis pre- 
dictions were of little or no conſequence, and there- 
fore might deſpiſe bath him and them. To prevent 
this dangerous miſtake, they are plainly med, 
that the Wh gary he denounced, were intimated to 
him by the Lord God of hoſts, and actually deter- 
anc mis by his irrevocable decree. | He revealed to 
Iſaiah, that he might make known to them, the ter- 
- rible conſumption; the extenſive deſolation which he 
had pu to bring upon the whole earth. The 
earth, 1 ſuppoſe, muſt be underſtood here, as in ſome 
other places of ſcripture, in its reſtricted ſenſe, as ſig- 
[+ nifying the land of Canaan. This determined con- 
ſumption was to be inflicted by means of God's aw- 
ful judgments, the ſword, the famine, and the peſti 
lence, which were to devour the inhabitants of Judez. 
This prophecy received its full accompliſhment, when 
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ke Jewiſh-Nate, city, and tem were overthrown 


by the Romans. The deſolations which God 
doms and cities, are ſometimes very 
terrible: and therefore, in the prophetic ſeriptures, 
they are- repreſented as the noiſe of a great army; as 
the roaring of the ſea, in a ſtorm; as a mighty _ 


quake, that ſhakes every thing to'its foundation: they 


are compared to a ſtrong tempeſt, that e all — 
fore it; to the overflowing of waters, that de W : 
country wherever they reach ; to the great bail, that 
ſpreads univerſal deſolation where it "4Y No WON= 
der that even a renowned warrior, who feared neither- 
bon nor giant, ſhould have acknowledged, that he 
was afraid of God's righteous judgments. Let us 
reverence the majeſty and providence of on, 
fland i in ane, and ſin not. 


23 J Give ye car, and heaps voice; 1 


W and hear my ſpeech. 


prophet concludes this 2 of wig debut. 8 
N parable or r | 
employs a Tr & of images, all taken from agri- 
culture and threſhing, to explain 1 wraps God's 
method of dealing with his people. This „ch 5 
is admirably ſuited to Noftrars the op 10 bett, to which 
it is here conſecrated. —The 3 5 is ſo= 
lemn and intereſting: Give ye ear, and hear my voice, 
&. The prophet repea — 2 
tention, from perſons ny of —.— deſeription, to what 
he was about to deliver. Young and old, rich and 


poor, whatſoever be your character an condition, ores 


hearken with diligence and reverence, with earneſt. 


neſs and ſolicitude. Your ears were given you, not 


merely for ornament, but for uſe; not only that you 


might derive entertainment from convetrſatioh, dut 


that, by their means, you may receive ſpiritual im- 
provement and edification, Employ then the noble 


oy”. 


demands the cioleſt at= . 


8 5 God, by our prophet, are like ſine gold, the ſmalleſt 


apply thine heart to underſtanding. This is your trueſt 


8 Les 5 „ * an I" " 


: . 
3 


$76 - LECTURES on ru OCH. XX Vith- 
dy Ifaiah.———Hearken, and hear my ſpeech. Would 
you obey this ſummons? you mult be attentive, not 
only with your bodily ears, but you ought-ſeriouſly 
to apply your minds to what is ſaid; and ſo hearken 
to his ſpeech, as to receive, underſtand, believe, and 
obey it. Endeavour to feel, then to yield to the 
force of truth; and to act under a powerful convic- 
tion of its excellence and importance. There were 
many of old, who heard the diſcourſes of the pro- 
phets, who neither underſtogd, believed, nor obey- 
. ed'them, as is abundantly evident from ſeveral pal. 
ſages of ſcripture. © Hear, O my people (faid God, | 
„by his ſervant David), and I will teſtify to thee . 
What were the conſequences, _ we are informed, 
ver. 11. My people would not hearken to my voice: 
they rejected his call, and refuſed to comply with his 
requiſition. . Let us learn wiſdom from their folly, 
and obedience from their obſtinacy. The words of 


particles of which are valuable, and carefully preſerv- 
ed. All of them are truly precious, and the leaſt 
portion ought not to be neglected or loſt. One tittle 
ſhould in no wiſe be ſuffered to paſs unnoticed; and 
the whole ought to be carefully collected into the re- 
poſitory of our hearts, that we may not offend againſt 
God. There are, however, ſome truths, which have 
a ſignature of peculiar excellence ſtamped upon them, 
that demand our ſpecial regard; and among theſe, 
are the following, to which this admonition is prefix - 
ed. Give ear then diligently, ponder his ſpeech, 
receive his Words, and hide his commandments with 
thee, ſo that thou incline thine ear unto wiſdom, and 


wiſdom, your indiſpenſable duty, and higheſt intereſt. 
24 Doth the ploughman plopgh. al d 
. ſow? doth he open and-break the clods of his 
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ire called to give diligent heed. It is an elegant 


2 beautiful compoſition, ſimple, lar, and com- 
plete in its form and colouring, delivered in figura- 


tive ſtyle, which, under the literal ſenſe of the words, 


conceals another. and more important meaning. The 
ima ery is taken from familiar objects, in one of the | 
moſt uſeful occupations of human life, the Newer in 


te ld and the barn, which were generally known 


among the Jews, and are well underſtood many 1 


among you. To perceive the deſign, and full import 


of this allegory, it is neceſſary to conſider the literal | 


meaning of che words; which I, therefore, proceed to 


wweſligate - Deb the ploughman plough all day, Ke. 1 


The huſbandman, or the perſon whom he em 
regularly proceeds to perform the various 
f le. work.. The firſt, and one pri 


of his buſineſs, ie with fill a Kill and afliduity, to till he | 


ound, and to. prepar 1 the ſeed he 
—— to caſt into * in dan ſeaſon. y this neceſ- 
fary laborious operation, in which he is-conſtantly oc- 
cupied for great part of the day, be turns up the 


und, he cuts g roots of the weeds that ma have 


pread through the ſoil, and regularly lays ane 
cloſe to another, -until he hath got over the whole 


field, and made it ready, ' againſt a favourable oppor- 
tunity offer, for farther cultivation and improvement. 


If, after this work is finiſhed, the gro und remains 
hard and untoward, and wears a rough ap 


peatanice, 
he then proceeds to break the clods with ſome of the - 


implements of l „and to bring upon it a fine 


mould and ſmoo 1 2 Our prophet ſtates this 
nary form, intimating, that the an- 


matter in a que 
ſwer to this ae 4 zenerally known; and that 


every perſon, with agrieulture, agrees, 
that this is the f e 
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In this and the following verſes, 2o'the end of he 
— is contained the inſtructive parable, to which 


—— 
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25 When he hath made plain the face there- 
of, doth he not caſt abroad the fitches; and ſcat⸗- Ml 
ter the cummin, and caft in the principal wheat, 
and the appointed barley, and the rye in their 


After the huſbandman, with much pains, hath MW 
ploughed the ground, and ſmoothed its furface, his WM 

next buſineſs is, to ſow the ſeveral ſorts of grain, 

which he judges. beſt ſuited to the ſoil in its preſent Ml 
condition. Doth he not caſt abroad” the fitches? + Ml 

kind of ſeed, pretty well known in this country; and 
frequently ſown in Judea, as by the farmers among 

us, for the uſe of cattle. (And ſratter the cummin 

a ſmall ſeed, much cultivated in Canaan, which the 
inhabitants tithed along with mint and aniſe, as we 

learn from the New Teſtament. —— 4nd raft in the 

principal wheat, which of all ſorts of grain, is the 

chief and moſt- valuable; and made a conſiderable 

part of the produce of the land of Tfrael.——Mnd the 

appointed barley, and the rye in their place; or, as the 

Hebrew words may be tranſlated, - wheat — = 

rincipal, and barley in the appointed place. beſt 

un r excellent 1 into the richeſt 

and beſt cultivated grounds, which are moſt adapted 

to. yield plentiful luxuriant crops; whilſt thoſe that 

are leſs valuable, have their ſeveral places allotted 

them, which the {kill and diſcretion of the huſband- 

man point out as moſt proper. This ſuiting of the 

Ts _ ſeveral ſeeds to different foils _ pen Is 
5 the next thing in the proceſs of well managed agri- WW 
ä cultufe, on which it is unneceffary here to enlarge. 


286 For his God doth inſtruct him to diſcre- 
tion, and doth teach him. | 


— 
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| The ſentiment expreſſed in theſe words, hath been 
adopted by moſt nations, who have attributed 3 


-. 
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culture to the ſuggeſtions of the Deity. ' Every good 


and perfect gift cometh down from the Father of | 


lights, with whom there is no variablenels, or ſhadow 
> turning. It is God who hath taught men to dig 


gold, and other metals, and to apply them to pur- 
poſes uſeful to ſociety. | It is God who gives them 
wiſdom and underſtanding, to work in gold and 
purple, in fine linen and muſlin, which gives employ- 


ment to the poor, and proves ornamental to the ric 


It is God who teacheth their hands to war, and their 
fingers to fight, againſt thoſe who would r. hurt 
or deſtroy them. God giveth to men all that know- 


out of the bowels of the earth, iron, braſs, ſilver, 


edge and diſcretion whereby they manage their af- 
fairs. He taught man at firſt the art of ploughing 


and ſowing the ground ; and ſtill he vouchſafes to 


inſtruct the huſtandman, how and when to perform 


theſe neceſſary operations with the greateſt advantage 
and ſucceſs. Do you aſk, How doth God inſtru 
him to diſcretion in this bufineſs? IT anfwer, He con- 


fers upon him the noble: faculties of reaſon and un- 


derſtanding, to diſcern the nature of things, and 
thence to deduce. uſeful concluſions ; to diſcover the 


noſt proper ſeaſons and methods of performing the 


ſeveral parts of his work, ſo as to accompliſh the end 


be hath in view. He furniſhes him with wiſdom and 
prudence, to order his affairs, to adjuſt and manage 
vhatſoever relates to his buſineſs, ſo that every thing 
may be done in its proper time and place. He forms 
him with a capacity to attend to every circumſtance 


conducive to his benefit, and to convert them into | 


means of improvement in this uſeful ſcience. He en- 


dows him with a propenſity to inquire into cauſes and. , 


effects, which contribute to increaſe his knowledge, 
ad to aſſiſt him in performing aright the ſeveral ope- 
ations belonging to good huſbandry. To all which, 
| add, that God giveth him a teachable diſpoſition :. 
be inclines him to receive inſtruQion, to profit by the 


experience | 
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| Heaven, and fruitful ſeaſons; who teaches you diſcre- 
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experience of others, and bleſſeth to-him'theſe means 
of meliorating his condition | 


&s 
b 12 


Iso the Lord God, then, you huſbandmen are in- 
debted for all the ſkill by which you manage your 
farms, and for all the ſucceſs with which your labours 
have been crowned... Surely you ought-not to be in- 
ſenſible of your manifold obligations to God, and un- 
grateful for ſuch a profuſion of kindneſs as you have 
received from Heaven. Had I, had any perſon taught 
you ſome valuable improvement in agriculture, you 
would certainly have conſidered yourſelves. thereby 
laid under peculiar obligations to the man ho com- 
municated to you the uſeful diſcovery. What duti- 
ful returns of thankſgiving: and obedience do you 
then owe to Almighty, God, who is net only the 
Proprietor of the grounds that you poſſeſs, and the 
houſes wherein you dwell (for the earth is the Lord's, 
and the fulneſs thereof), but who gives you rain from 


tion to guide your affairs, affords you Nrengtb for 
| your work, and his diene upon your fields! The 
_ landlord, of whom you hold your farms, expects you 
to pay him the ſtipulated: rent at the term agreed 
upon, and you are deſirous punctually to fulfil your 
engagements. Be equally attentive to diſcharge the 
ill Rron er obligations you are under to the great 
Lord of all. Shall the bleſſed God, to whom you are 
_ Infinitely more indebted than to the whole world, be 
| overlooked and neglected? Shall he have no revenue 
of praiſe, and honour, and glory, Fur to him, for 
all the good things that you enjoy? Will you pre- 
ſume to eee lands, by the diſcretion he hath 
taught 2 and the ſtrength he hath given you, and 
yet decline to worſhip him in your families, to give 
him the ſeventh part of 2 time, to receive the in | 
ſtruction of wiſdom, juſtice, judgment, and equity, 
and to give of your ſubſtance to the. poor, which he 
condeſcends to regard as lent to himſelf? I beſeech 
you, by the mercies of God, that you preſent your 
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bodies a living ſacrifice, holy and acceptadle: 
* God, which is your 1. ſervice 


2 #4 + > " - * 1 
t 
= 
F 3 
of * 
* 


fs » 
4 

* 
8 


ane ll * 8c 
27 For the fitches are not threſhed 
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turned about upon the cummin; but the fitehes 


re beaten out with a ftaff, and te cumtdin 


with a roc. e 
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The diſcretion which God is pleaſed to teach the 


huſbandman, not only directs him in tilling and ſow- 


ing his grounds, but alſo in managing his. corns, aſter 


they are cut down; and particularly, in threſing 


them, ſo as, in the beſt manner, to ſeparate the 


gtain from the chaff and the ſtraw.” Notwithſtand- N 


ing threſhing does not ſeem to be a very inge- 
nious contrivance, yet divine inſtruction is requiſite 
to teach the beſt way of doing this work, and what 
are the moſt proper inſtruments to uſe in performin 


Fd 


it. Four methods of threſhing, by different inſtru- 


ments, ſuited to the nature and condition of the corns 


to which they are applied, are here mentioned, all of 


be treated by other methods. With this ſimple in- 


drag, or frame, made of ſtrong. heavy planks, ſhod 
with iron, that was drawn by horſes, or qxen, over 


the ſheaves, after they were ſpread upon the aun. . 


floor, To this practice, Moſes ſeems to have refer. 
red, in the ſtatute, which requires, that the ox ſhall 


not be muzzled that treadeth out the corn . There 
vas a threſhing-inſtrument, having rollers armed wih 


iron teeth, or wheels, probably ſomewhat of a ſimilar 


conſtruction with thoſe uſed among us. Of this kind, 


2 
43 id , 
124 


which were anciently uſed. There was the ſtaff, rod, 
or flail, wherewith the fitches, the cummin, and other 
ſmall grain, were beat out, that were too tender to 


ſtrument, it is probable, that Ruth beat out the bar- 
ley which the had gleaned f. There was a ſort of 
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our prophet $: '* Behold, I will make thee Wl 
a new ſharp threſhing-inſtrument, having teeth. 
There was alſo a little cart, or fledge, moved by WW 
cattle, that had likewiſe wheels, and edges like a ſaw, 
by means of which the corn was ſeparated from the 
ſtraw, which it cut 221 for fodder to the cattle. 
Now, our my affirms, that God teacheth the 
huſbandman what inſtrument to uſe, in order to 
threſh out, to moſt advantage, the ſeveral ſorts of 
grain. He does not therefore beat out his fnehes 
with a large threſhing-inſtrument, but with a ſtaff, or 
flail. He does not turn round a cart wheel upon the 
cummin, which might hurt, if not deſtroy it, but 
beats it out with a rod. The wheat, the barley, and 
the rye, which are large, ſtrong, and weighty, be 
fthreſnes out with the threſhing-inſtrument, with the 
Wheel of his cart, or by bringing the drag over them. 


238 Bread-corn is bruiſed: becauſe he will not 
ever be threſhing it, nor break i with the wheel 
of his cart, nor bruiſe it with his horſemen, _ 


The inſtruction that God giveth to the huſband- 
man, teaches him to conduct with prudence and ſa- 
gacity, every thing relative to the threſhing out of his 
corns, and preparing them for being made into bread. 
This, if I miſtake not, is the import of this verſe, on 
which, after what hath been already faid, it 1s unne- 
ceflary to expatiate. As it would be a weariſome and 
endleſs work to be ever breaking and bruiſing the 
corn that is to be made into bread, by the fame in- 
ſtruments whereby it is threſhed, it is bruiſed and 

inded into meal or flour, at the mill that is erected 
For this very purpoſe. By this proceſs, it is made 
ready for the uſe of man, and yields good returns to 
the induſtrious ſkilful farmer. 
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29 This alſo cometh forth from the Lozp | 
ol hoſts, «which 75 wonderful in counſel, and 
excellent in working. . b e e ee 


All the management of the huſbandman 
in his —_— affairs, beautifully repreſented: in 
the preceding verſes, is the effect of divine i fl 
tion: it proceeds from the Lord of hoſts, who, by 
his wiſe providence, hath eſtabliſhed the conneQion 
and order of all things in heaven and in earth. It 
cometh from him who hath endowed. man with rea- 
ſon and prudence, whereby he is enabled to conduct 
his affairs in ſuch a manner, as tends to promote 
both the welfare of individuals, and of ſociety at 
large. Wiſdom, profitable to _ is —— —_ 
nation, who ir wonderful. in counſel, and wo to be - 
adored, on —— all the wife purpoſes that he 
hath formed and executed—who is alſo. excellent in 
working; ſupremely glorious in all his diſpenſations 
of providence; - which, when contemplated aright, by 


beautiful order which is manifeſt in the adminiſtra- 
tion of the concerns of his church. Of this, an ad+ 
mirable ſpecimen is given in the allegory we have 
been conſidering. As the huſbandman, by the exer- 
eile of reaſon, recollection, and induſtry, regularly 
carries forward the ſeveral operations in agriculture, 
2 to their inſtituted order, in their proper 
ſalon; ſo almighty God, in his infinite wiſdom and 
prudence, proceeds in dealing with his le: and. 
comparing the latter with the former, our admiration 
of the depth of his counſels, and the magniſicence 
of his works, ought to be excited and increaſed. | | 
Let us now conſider the ſpiritual import, and chief 

lelign of this parable, of which we have heard the 
iteral meaning. Of this, the prophet himſelf ſays no- 
ting, leaving the whole matter to be inveſtigated 
rom the argument of the preceding prophecy, the 
ualogy, conneCtion, and nature of the 3 - . 


at enlightened mind, exhibit a juſt emblem of that 
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| which he had been — Atte editation, 
great caution and circumſpection — that 
we do not injure the truth, or depart from the inten- 
tion of the inſpired uriter. The peculiar deſign 
of the figurative and parabolic ſtyle, is to exhibit 2 
ritual objects in a clearer and more ſtriking light, in 
a ſublimer and more forcible manner; and, by adopt- 
ing this mode of inſtruction, our prophet; under the 


conduct of the Holy Ghoſt, adds a luſtve to the moſt 


fkublime, and a force tothe orgs 5 e bes he 
is now diſcuſſingg a | 
The ſcope of this clegin n ede Udets ine 
explain and defend God's method of dealing with his 
people, to ſhew the equity and wiſdom, and to point 
out the end of his providential diſpenſations toward 
them, which is ſo often miſtaken by erring mortals. ' 
In executing this deſign, our prophet teaches, that 
the reaſons or grounds upon which divine providence * 
acts toward the church, are ſimilar to thoſe which 
determine the prudent huſbandman in ind re his 
tillage. He employs, with much ſkill and _ 
various methods with his farm; . OY ie rt 
ing, and ſowing his land with proper ſeeds ; reaping, 
_ threſhing, and grinding the corn which it produces, 
that it may be made into bread, in which the whole 
proceſs terminates. In like manner, God, the Fa- 
ther of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the great Huſbandman 
of his church, by the miniſtry of his ſervants, ploughs 


and breaks up the fallow/ground of mens hearts, —— 


„ ecei 


prepares them, 
feed to * FEAR 


tion, hind El his dif 


cumſtances. The land in 9 


of the church of God, to which Jehovah extends his 
diſtinguiſting care, and which, by his 


and ſervants, he cultivates and improves; and, _ 


fore," they ar W 
. aer 


| BE 


9 7 cf Ts 
25 by 
"I 


preſent thoſe peculiar works of providence and grace, 


livine judgments which give force to theſe convic- 


10 IE. a NS 


prepare them for bringing forth fruit unto God. 

The prudence. of the huſbandman, diſplayed in ſow- 
ing various kinds of grain, in the ſeveral ſoils beſt 
adapted to them, ſets forth, the infinite wiſdom of Je- 


to ſow the ſeed, of his word; to adminiſter -inſtruc- 
tion, reproof, exhortation, and comfort, in every 


proper ſeaſ 
which they labour, in a manner ſuited to the con- 
dition of thoſe committed to their care. In order- 


law, which concludeth all under fin, denounces awful 


threatenings againſt tranſgreſſors, and points out the 
paths of righteouſneſs, wherein men ought to walk; 


nour, and immortality. The ſeveral 


man, exhjbit the various ſevere me 


bypocritical with whom they are intermixed, the cor. 


UV at the Babyloniſh captivity, w 
vere delivered from i 
ve bruiſed and preſſed, by a threſhing inſtrument 


hovah, in appointing. the ſervants whom he'employs, 


and into others, the word of the goſpel, which pub- | 

lies redemption from all iniquity, promiſes life and 

llvation, and opens the joyful proſpect of glory, ho- 
inſtruments . 


ruptions and vanities by Which they are blinded. 
dometimes he threſhes them only with a rod or ſtaf, 
try. At other times, the7 
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| 


ploughing, and breaking of the clods in the field, re- 
ninds of his people, changes the condition of their 
hearts, cuts up the roots of vicious diſpoſitions, ſub⸗- 
dues their rough and corrupt paſſions, ſo that the 
re reſtored to ſound reaſon, and the knowledge a 
themſelves. Of this fort, are, convictions of ſin, and 


tions, which break the obdurate hearts of ſinners, and 


ſeaſon, through the different diſtrids in 


ng them to caſt. into ſome places, | the word of the. 


ad modes of threſhing; employed by the huſband- 
— ſuited 20-th#, 


circumſtances of his people, whereb 2 I 
them from the ſtraw and the chaff; the ul ly and 


n from whom 
4 i I. EY 
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- 
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they deecived a ſevere thy, „et he dme of harz 
veſt, when the Lord purged hie floor, gathered his Wi 
wheat into his garner and cotifnedthe chaff. _ 
To conclude, if he — lougheth the , and 
threſheth the corn, is ind 6 10 this 2070 of hoſts, | 
who is wonderful in èounſel, arid — - _— 

ing, for wiſdom and diſcretion to 
= 


how much more need have we 'to be Hineh 
EE 

| concerns; let vs 

liention, which is the 


ground of our Hearts; and of fo 
that we may reap in merey? Dee 
need vriſdom to conduct out 
betake ourſelves to earneſt rf 
inſtituted mean of obtaihi 
let us be firml perſiluded of this comifortabl 
thut God giveth unto all men liberally, and 
_ not. Solomon aſked wiſdom from God; Is 
him wiſfoth, and riehes, and honour. * 
aſked of him a ſon; and God gave Mig poſterity, in 
number, as the ſtars of Heaven. The debtor, of whom 
our Saviour ſpeaks, requeſted forbearance for a little ; 
ad the maſter generovſty forgave the whole debt. 
The tpoſtle Paul beſSught the Lord, that the meſſen- 
: fe ae of cn might depart from Rim; and he received 
, M K for” thee, for my 
th 1 is * ect in weakneſs. ARK then, 
an and it ſhall be ven you: ſeek, and ye ſhall find: 
3 3 andd it ſhall be opened unte you.” For every 
© one that aſketh, receiveth'; and he that ſeeketh, 
a { n es Hin that knocketh, 2 of 


AN 
pete 
, ; 9 8 8 Hp 
* * 1 9 *. 
. oh * 
- « X * . » 
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| PRELIAINARY on6ERVATIONs. 
Tia chapter. contains another 1 


end, MGR EE 
ecies... The inſpired, prop ng 
wart. F chiefly to the inhabitants a Jeruſalem, under 


the myſtical nome of Ariel, foretels the great calami- 
ties which, in proceſs of time, were to be inflicted 
ypon that city 3 and to .commence with the expedi- 
tion of Sennacherib, king of Aſſyria, into Judea.. He 
labours to. canvince them of their inſenſibility as to 
divine diſpenſations, and their ignorance. of the true 
dodtrine of falyation, on account of which denoun- - 
ces againſt them the terrible jud . _ the Ar 

mighty. Notwithſtanding, he 

church of God ſhould not be left in a 49155 — 


* lorn condition, the time | faſt approaching, when 
in great revolutions were to be accompliſhed in the 
am Vorld; the diſobedient Jewiſh people being rejected, 

"A the Gentiles, who had been bitkerts involved in darx- 


dels, were to be illuminated by the knowledge &f the 
truth, and to manifeſt themſelves to be the true ſpi- 
ritval children of Abraham. Theſe. _ TOS] are 
interſperſed with ſome important truths e 5 2 
promiſes, intended for the conſalatic 

This portion of the diſcourſe 3 87 ek rin. 
cpally intended, to convinge the Jews. of their unace 
quaintedneſs with the ways of N hep COITUPLIOR 


al divine truths, and their deteſtable i en 5 Wo 
vhich, under the. vail 8 5 
gion, they covered the moſt enormous crimes. The 
prophet, therefore, brings forth to. 25 their gro 
inpiety, which he ſharply reproves; and ſhews hem. 
what would be. the conſequences af their fatal 12 3 
diy and corruption, which would. inevitably 3 
them to temporal and ſpiritual ju —— 

beer begins with. IG 


dilation of miſery and wo ay 


/ . - 


! 
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. 
and other 


D, 5 
- fins, ver. 1.—4.' It proceeds to ge an admirable 
deſcription of the terrible overthrow of Sennacherid's 
army, that befieged Jeruſalem, and: to ſhew the 
2 and ſuddenneſs ef aſtoniſhing event, 
ver. K eee e eee 
various udgments of 
_ . "A 2 — and p wy 979 4 
. quences with which: they were to be accompanied, 
ver. 10.—17. It conchades, with obſcurely forcing 
the call of the Gentiles, who, for: a long period of 


time, had been walking in darkneſs, to the knowledge 


and worſhip of the only true God, and the happy ei. 


eds with which that: eat event yas to be tended, 
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cha xXx e _ 


wos to | Ariel, to Ariel the city 2 Dovia 
dwelt : add ye ens to year; let 2 


kill facrifices. | | 


This roph commences „und 2 99 — th 
* ey - Jeruſalem, here ſpo- 
| Ken of by the e be eg, cee 
phecy, it appears, that the metropo was 
intended Bate deſcription, though its meaning 
ſeems obſcure and doubtful. Some have ſ poſed, 
1 this name ſignifies the lion of God; and that it 
Vas applied to Jeruſalem, to intimate the uncommon 
8 bj: of that city, which, for-a long period, had 
ood the affaults of its many powerful | enemies. 
\ diy have been of opinion, that this deſignation is 
compounded of two words, which denote Ihe fre of 
God; and that the capital of Judea was ſo called, 
from the hearth of the great altar of burnt-offerings, 


 whereoR 
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_ to]eru upon 
which God had choſen for his habitation. 
| not to determine which of  theſe-fuppoſitions. . 
founded, and ought to be preferred. Each af hem 
ſeems planfible and natural. The following de- 
ſeription clearly determines the place of which: our 
| prophet here ſpeaks: The tity whtre David duelt. 
Sacred hiſtory informs us, David, king of 
* Iſrael, took the ſtrong hold of Zion (the tortitica- 
tion erected by the Jebuſites, on the ſummit of that 5 
| „ mountain): the ſame is the city of David *.' In this . - SA 
place, that- renowned warrior took up his reſidence; 3 
for it is written, David dwelt in the caſtle, therefore 
they called it, 'The city of David f.“ Though this 
fortreſs was undoubtedly the ſtrongeſt and beſt de- 
fended part of the city Jeruſalem, eſteemed the moſt 
impregnable, and unlikely to ſuffer from the aſſaults 
of enemies, yet againſt this citadel, our prophet de- 
nounces miſery, wo, and deſolatio n. 
Add ye year to year ; let them kill ſacrifices. "The 
import of theſe words is ſhortly this: Ye profane and 
* hypocritical people, who fooliſhly imagine, that, by | 
continuing to perform external rites,' hy celebrating "2 
your ſolemn feſtivals, and offering great numbers o 
ſacrifices, ye can appeaſe the divine diſpleaſure o 
on, from one year to another, as ye now do, in diſ- 
charging theſe outward acts of homage to God but 
know, that ye ſhall never conciliate the fatout of Je- 
hovah by ſuch formal ſuperficial ſervices ; that whilſt 
Je indulge in deteſtable —— remain deſti- 
tute of faith, and love to God, ye ſhall not eſcape 
| thele threatened deſerved calamities, which ſhal} ter- 
minate in the overthrow of your ſtate, city, and 
temple. How abſurd to imagine, that God, who 
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is a Spirit, could be pleaſed with ſacrifices, on any W 
other account than as they were ſymboligal of ſome | 
holy ſacrifice, really (ou 4 fo and acceptable in 
his fight; and to think to pleaſe God by an external, 
without an internal ſervice, or by any e N _ 

2 eee eee mmm 


2 Tet will diſtreſt Ariel, \and der Gall be 
e. and . i eee, 
2 ie 


Niotwithſtanding ws they e eee of 

„God 3 that he would diſtreſe, or, as 
the Hebrew word denotes, he would hem in Jeruſa- 
lem on every ſide, ſo that the city hould be entirely 
overpowered by its enemies; and, by means of ie 
ſword, famine, and peſtilence, its — were 
to be rodiced to the greateſt" ſtraits,” and to ſuſtain. 

the moſt complicated afſliction. And there ſhall be 
| heavineſs and farrow, which are the natural conſe-⸗ 
duences of great diſtreſs, "The terrible calamities to 
which they were to be expoſed, the ſevere zeproaches 
with which they were to be loaded, the extreme dif. 
i grace with which they were to be treated, and the | 
© moving ſpectacles that were every where 4 be exhi- 
bited, would all unite, to augment their 8 and 
grief. The prophet Jeremiah, therefore, introdeces 

the citizens of Zion, deploriag che aten of their 
condition, in theſe pathetic term He poured out 

bis fury fike fire. The Lord — enemy: 

© he hath ſwallowed up Iſrael, he hath ſwallowed up 

aall her palaces: he bath deſtroyed his ſtrong holds, 
and hath\increaſed in the daughter of udah mourn- 
n ung and lamentation v. And it ſball be uno m 
15 as Ariel; even as the hearth of the great altar of 
burnt-offerings, whereupon the facrifices were con- 
Ar The ſlaughter of W 
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vere to be ſlain in the city of Da 


and I will raiſe forts againſt thee. 
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rictims which were there offered unto God, afforded 
a has eee the _ 2 — | 
wicked; Hypocritical, and _— ible Jews, + whe 
vid, by the hands of 
their enemies, when the ſire of divine wrath broke 
out againſt them. Then the human ſacrifices, which 
were to be made from among them, by the ſword of 
their adverſaries, were, in number, to be like-the 
multitude of living creatures that had been ſlain, for 
offerings to the Moſt High. This, I ſuppoſe, is the . 
import of the peculiar expreſſion now before us; 
which ſuggeſts the uſeful reflection, that people's 
uniſhment + ſhall - be proportioned to the - fins they 
oo committed. * 4 Hy 2 25 Oo OE ͤ INOS 


3 And I will, camp againſt thee round about, 
and will lay ſiege againſt thee with a mount, 


In this and the following verſe, the preceding pre- 


dition is illuſtrated and explained. The prophet had 


foretold, that Jeruſalem was to be diſtreſſed, and en- 
compaſſed by enemies; and now he more particularly 
points out, the ſeveral ſteps by which they would carry. 
on their hoſtile operations. And I will camp againſt 
thee round about. The armies which God was to ſend 
apainſt that city, were firſt to ſurround it, and to en- 
camp W it on every ſide, that = might the 
more effectually accompliſh the end they had in 
View,——[t is next added, I will lay ſiege againſi thee 
with'a mount. They were to raiſe rampafts, or 'bul- 
varks, from whence they might annoy the ſecure in- 
habitants, who truſted to the ſtreugth of their 
fortifications.——— And Twill” raiſe forts againſt thee ; 
towers and fortreſſes, by which they might be aſſiſt- 
ed in ſucceſsfully aſſaulting the city, and attacking it 
at once, from different quarters. All theſe operations, 
notwithſtanding they were to be carried into execu- | 
tion by the adverſaries of Jeruſalem, God appropriates 
7 7 | 2 to 


4 
iy 


Vith each other, and ſupplicating merc Vert — ni 
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to himiſelf. The Adrien 100 — — 
to de the active inſtruments of g this ſervice, 
are not ſo much as mentioned. The whole work is 
_— ted to Jehovah, wars $00 It as his 
iar prerogative, inculcates the important truth, 
which is every where implicitly'6r affirmed 
in ſcripture, That all events, . or 
adverſe, depend entirely upon God: Without him, 
neither Chaldeans nor Romans could have effectuated 
any thing. He forms the light, and creates dark- 
neſs: he makes peace, and creates evil. I, the Lord 
(ſaith he), do all theſe things. The various efforts 
made by the enemies of - Jeruſalem, were to be ac - 
companied with 4 as is pal” 9 in | 


verde: 


4 And 1 5 ſhalt be wal 1 py that | 
ſpeak out of the ground, and thy ſpeech ſhall be | 
low out of the duſt, and thy voice ſhall be as of 
one that hath a familiar ſpirit, out-of the ground, 
and thy ſpeech ſhall whiſper out of the duſt. 


Theſe words ſufficiently intimate, that the 7 
bitants of Jeruſalem were to be ſo greatly diſtrefled 
dy their enemies, that they would hide themſelves in 
cares bod. pg ns Mer and . 1 they 
might be ſaid ro aut of the gro ex · 
on plainly Pr hg to the praQtice of. wizatds, | 
and of thoſe who had familiar ſpirits, that were ac- 
cuſtomed to deliver their anſwers to the deluded th 
people who conſulted them, in a low hoarſe tone of Vi 
voice. In this manner, the diſtreſſed citizens of Je-- 
ruſalem, reduced to the greateſt ſtraits, converſing 


rious i were to ſpeak with a fi 
voice. In the time of proſperity, they were ag bor 
and inſolent: 26 They lifted up their n on P 
1 and ſpake with a ſliff neck L ee * apa 


tae je} ci an ru baz. 1 
4 | 
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vice often riſes and falls with their ſpirits, 


enfeebled, they were 


The prophecy contained in this and the three preced- 
ung verſes, was in ſome meaſure fulfilled, not 


a : 


kid ſiege to Jeruſalem... Though the prophet doubt- 
kſs had ſome reſpect to that event, yet it is certain, 


W F — —_ = WF; 
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have ſurrounded it on every ſide, to have caſt a trench 
about it, nor to have built towers, from whence they 
might annoy the inhabitants. The fiege of the city 
by the Chaldeans, though not attended with all the 
crcumſtances- here mentioned, more fully accom- 
plihed theſe predictions; whilſt the aſſault and con- 


— — 


S a 


correſponding events to which it al 
alt Joſephu 


uded, may con- 
s Hiſtory of the Wars of the Jews, 


rith thirteen forts in it; by means of which, the 
people were pent up in the city, famiſhed, and re-. 


tured with the character of the people of God, myſt. 
te attributed, as the ſcriptures affirm, to their ſins 
zunſt the holy One of Iſrael. The prophet Jeremiah 
aprelsly declares, that the calamities which befel them. 


Vol. II. 4 F were 
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from the hiſtory. he has given of it, that he looked 
beyond that period, to another and more dreadful ca- 
lmity, The Aſſyrian forces under Sennacherib, not- 
vithſtanding they inveſted that city, do not appear to 


queſt of the city by the Romans, fulfilled them in 
every article, as might be ſhewn from the hiſtory of 
Joſephus, who. relates the exact completion of the 
prophecy. Thoſe who wiſh to 22 it with the 


dtced to inexpreſfible diſtreſs. This dreadful cala- 
nity, the total overthrow of the city and temple, that 
telonged to thoſe. who, for a long period, were ho- 


e 
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ind other circumſtances, ſo the ſtrength. of the inha- 
eration of voice, but in the weak and pitiful man- 
| ner which is largely deſcribed in the words before us. 


- ter its delivery, by Sennacherib, king of Aſſyria, wha. 


book vii. chap. xvi. xvii. and xx. That hiſtorian | 
particularly mentions; that Titus built a wall about 
the city Jeruſalem, of thirty-nine . in length, 


Paul clearly ſtates the matter in the following words: 


Pen, it ſhall be at an inſtaft ſuddenly, 


© | theſe words: © I will multiply thy ſeed as che duſt of 
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were inflicted, © becauſe their land was filled with in WM 
* againſt the holy One of Iſrael *.” And the apoſtle WW 


© Becauſe they killed the Lord Jeſus, and their own 
_ © prophets, and perſecuted the apoſtles, therefore 
_ © the wrath of God came upon them to the utter. 
© moſt . This information conveys to us a leſ. 
ſon, which we ought never to forget e 
after God hath for a long time admoniſhed people of 
their ſin and danger, and invited them to throw down 
the weapons of their rebellion, and to be at peace 
with him, if they ſtill perſiſt in their treſpaſſes, he 
will 3 Nr, them * awful righteous ven- 
ce. Diligently attend to this important truth, 
1 under its practical influen ee. 


ſhall be like ſmall duſt, and the multitude of the 
terrible ones ball be as chaff that paſſeth away; 


This and the ſixth verſe, contains an admirable de- 
ſcription of the deſtruction of Sennacherib's army, that 
beſieged Jeruſalem. It is adorned by a variety of beau- 
tiful images, intended to ſhew the greatneſs and ſud- 
denneſs of that dreadful event, and the means whereby 
it was to be effected. The vaſt multitude, and the very 
ſudden overthrow of the Aſſyrians, who are denomi- 
nated ſtrangers, and terrible one, is Hluſtrated by two 
ſimilitudes. Firſt, They were, in numbers, to be as | 
the ſmall duſt. The duſt of the earth, and the ſand of 
the fea, are employed in ſcripture, to denote great 
numbers of Pear e. The promiſe that God gave to 
Abraham, of a numerous poſterity, was expreſſed in 


the earth f.” Concerning that great people, Bakam 
thus ſpake: © Who can count the duſt of Jacob, and 
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4 ; the number of the fourth part of Iſrael :? And in 
5 this verſe; it is foretold, that the multitude of their 
tn rangers ſhall be like the ſmall duſt, which 


be numbered.——Secondly, Theſe terrible ones are 
compared to the chaff that paſſeth away before the 
wind, no perſon knows where, and which cannot be 


= gain gathered together. All human power, however 
of great and collected, is as unable to. reſiſt the judg- 


ments of God, as the chaff is to oppoſe the tempelt. 
Wicked men may flatter themſelves with the thoughts 
of their importance and ſtrength ;- but the truth is, 
however terrible they may appear, they ſhall flee away 

25 the chaff driven by the wind.———77a, it ſhall be at 
an inſtant ſuddenly. The event of which the prophet \ 
ſpeaks, is, I ſuppoſe, the overthrow of Seanacherid's 

amy,' which inveſted Jeruſalem. This deſtruQtion, 


# he foretels, was to be at an inſtant ſuddenly, without 
2 any previous intimation ; it was to be executed with 
77 violence, all at once, and not to be a work of any 
continuance. In this haſty and unexpected manner, 
Ty the firſt-born in all the land of Egypt were ſlain; and 


the multitude of the Aſſyrian army was cut off by the 

angel of the Lord, who, in one night, flew 185,000 

of them, - OY ERS E - 
| 6 Thou ſhalt de viſited of the Lokp of hols —& - 

with thunder, and with earthquake, and great 


m- : : | | 
wo noiſe, with ſtorm, and tempeſt, and the flame of 
: as WH devouring fire. _ „ 
me propher proceeds, in this verſe, to declare in 
; to what manner the predicted awful judgment was to be 


executed. The viſitation of the Lord of hoſts, 


in 
of here threatened, is Gps tra a viſitation. in righ- 
am WT ouſneſs and wrath, that he might puniſh the Affy- 
and ans for their pride, their daring preſumption, and 


her iniquities. It was to be accompanied wich 


„Numb. xxiii. 10. h N 
ET thunder, 


x 
! ; 
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them to be deſtroyed. And with great noiſe, pro- 


men looked not for. The thunder utters its tremen- 
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thunder, the dreadful voice of God's excellericy, 
«whereby he would manifeſt his majeſty, power, and 
Preſence, and excite in men profound reverence and 
ſubmiſſion. Terrible judgments, that have been in- 
flicted upon the enemies of God's people, have been, 
in many inſtances, attended with the thunder of his 
power. When Moſes ſtretched forth his hand to- 
ward heaven, the Lord fent thunder and hail upon WI 
_ © the Egyptians*. When the Philiſtines drew near 
© to battle againſt Iſrael, the Lord thundered with a 
great thunder upon the Philiſtines, and. diſcomfited 
them . When David obtained complete victory 
_. over his enemies, the Lord thundered in the heavens, 
and the Higheſt gave his voice .“ In like manner, 
when the Lord viſited the multitude of the terrible 
ones, it was with thunder And 'with earthquake. | 
This was another dreadful effect of the auful pre- 
ſence, and divine diſpleaſure of the Almighty; ano- 
ther tremendous judgment, where with the inveterate 
enemies of his people were to be viſited, and many of 


ceeding from the thunder 7 along the 
the ſhaking of the earth, and the very alarming 
conſequences where with theſe events eee age 7 
tended. With form and tempeſt, and . 

devouring fire. Univerſal 3 is repreſented as 
feeling the effects of its Sovereign's diſpleaſure; and 
all the elements are in motion, to aſſiſt in the execu- 
tion of thoſe terrible things in righteouſneſs, which 


dous voice; the lightenings burſt forth from the 
clouds, and run along the ground; the earth ſhakes 
to its foundations, and the ſtormy tempeſt flies, to be 
the executioners of almighty vengeance. Theſe were 
| PRI the means employed 76 the angel of the 
Lord, in that terrible ſlaughter which he made in the 
Aſſyrian camp. God uſes whatever inſtruments 
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„ Exod. ix. 23. f i Sam. vii. 10. 1 Pſal. vii. wed 


. > Serb 


| A 


le ſees proper, in falfilling big 
tures are his ſervants; and when he ſends forth his 
commandment upon earth, his word runneth. very 19 


VER. 7. 


s all che crea- | 


ſwiftly. He does not employ them, becauſe he an- 


not work ſo eaſily ox effectually without them: but 785 
o ſhew, that they are his | ſervants, and entirely at his 7 8 


diſpoſal z and that he can make them either the 


niſters of Ces ar om RIOT bay Mong. RY in ; 8 


CI And the auttuds of all _ ON Ws 3, 
ig s againſt Ariel, even all that fight 3 89 
— her munition, and that * mn __ 2 
a5 a dream of a night-viſion, | | 


In this and the eighth verſe, the arophet beautifully | | 
deſcribes, 1 in an elegant parable, the miſerable condi- - 
tion, and certain diſappointment, that ſhall attend the 


enemies of God's people, in their fooliſh attempts to 


deſtroy his inheritance. The city . Jeruſalem, in- { 


tended by. the name Ariel, was a. jr of the church 
of God in followin ages; and under this figurative 


deſcription, it is often mentioned in the prophetic | 
vritings. Notwithſtanding the hazardous and un- 


ſucceſsful attempt of Sennacherib, king of Aſſyria, 
againſt that city, and the terrible viſitation made upon 


his army, multitudes of many nations would yet pre- 


ume to fight againſt her, and her munition, the Al- 


mighty, who is the refuge and fortreſs of his people. 


What then ſhall be their fate? Shall the enemies 1 
that city, or rather of the church, which it prefigured. 


who may, in after-times, endeavour to overthrow! 12 


and to realize their deluſive dreams of conqueſt jt! 
riches, ſhall they eſcape with impunity? In reply 

ij affirmed, that they Pall be as 4 dream ꝙ a n 2 
uſton. Expreſſions of this kind frequently occur in 


the ſacred writings, wherein one thing is put for ano- 


ther; the cauſe for the effect, the ſubject for the ad- 


jun, the circumtance or —_ belonging 2 3 
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You will find a ſtriking inſtance in the parable, where 
our Lord faith, *« The kingdom of heaven is like 
- * unto. a merchant-man ſeeking goodly pearls .“ 
Though the reſemblance is ſtated, as if exiſting be. 
tween the kingdom of heaven and the merchant, yet 
the compariſon is intended to be made chiefly be. 
tmeen the kingdom of heaven, which is poſſeſſed of 
aAnrivalled worth and excellence, and a pearl of im- 
menſe value, which in order to purchaſe, the mer. 
chant ſold all that he had. In like manner, when, in 

- this prophecy, it is declared, that the numerous ene. 
mies of the people of God ſhall be as à dream of a 
night. viſion, the meaning is, that they fhall be re- 
duced to a condition reſembling that of a perſon who 
dreameth. All the imaginary ſchemes, and fooliſh 
projects, that they have formed, ſhall ſuddenly vanifh, | 
and be certainly fruſtrated. The viſionary ſcenes, 
and deluſive hopes, with which they have amuſed. 
themſelves, and purſued with the greatelt avidity, 
mall flee away as a viſion which one thought that he. 
ſaw in his ww and that quickly diſappears on his 
being awakened, VV 


8 It ſhall even be as when a hungry nan 
dreameth, and behold, he eateth; but he awak- 
eth, and his ſou] is empty: or as when a thirſty 
man dreameth, and behold, he drinketh; but 

he awaketh, and behold, Be zs faint, and his 
ſoul hath appetite : ſo ſhall the multitude. of all 
the nations be that fight againſt mount Zion. 
Iꝓ he ſubject is continued, and is finely illuſtrated 
by a beautiful ſimilitude.— The hungry and thirſty 
man, ſpoken of in this parable, repreſents the multi. 
tude of them who fight againſt Zion, who are devoid | 
of every thing that is truly good, diffatisfied with 
what they enjoy, and eagerly ſolicitous to gra 
their keen defires of devouring the people of the 
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Moſt High. Diſpleaſed with what they poſſeſs, invi- 
dious of the happier condition of God's ſervants, 
they are extremely anxious to have their luſt after 
conqueſt and opulence indulged, and to attain the 
enjoyment of thoſe objects which are ſuited to gratify 
their vicious appetites.——This hungry man dream. + 
th, and behold, he eateth, . &c. He imagines, that 
he is in circumſtances ſuited to his wiſhes, that he 
hath plenty of excellent food to ſatisfy his hunger. 
The thirſty man thinks, that he hath abundance of 
ifreſhing drink to quench his thirſt. Each of them, 
pleaſed for a little with this agreeable deception, ex- 
hibits a juſt image of the adverſaries of the church, 
who are exceedingly fond to enjoy the objects of 
their wiſhes; and, for a ſeaſon, entertain the delu- 

ſive hopes, that they ſhall certainly poſſeſs them. — - . 
But he awaketh, and his foul is empty, &c. The 
awakening of the perſon that dreamed, from his illu- 
ſion, to perceive his miſtake, and to feel his diſap- 
pointment, preſents a lively emblem of the enemies 
of God's people, who, employed in the imaginary . 
gratification of their g. ſoon find, in their ſad 
experience, that the ſcene with which they were 
Pleaſed, had no exiſtence but in their own fancies; % 
that they have been diſquieted in vain, and graſping 

at ſhadows. After having exulted for a while in 
vilionary projects, they are racked with anxiety, and 
filed with dilappointment. 8 ſhall the multitude = 


Fo Yu RCP Wy. 


of all the nations be, &c. The poor man that dream- 

l eth of gold, when he awaketh, his purſe is empty : 

. the priſoner that dreameth of liberty, when he awak - 

3 eth, findeth»himſelf in confinement : the hungry man 

ed vho dreameth that he eateth, when he a h, his 

ſty foul is empty: the-thirity man who dreameth that he 

tt: drinketh, when he awaketh, his ſoul is faint. Perſons _ 

id in theſe ſeveral circumſtances, afford a juſt reprtfe : 
th lentation of the miſerable diſappointed condition of 
ify vicked men, who act in hoſtility againſt the people 


of God. They often imagine a vain thing; they de- 


viſe 


V' ATE 
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viſe fooliſh devices; they take counſel againſt the J 


to their aſtoniſhment, that all their projects were only 


+" appear, like a dream or night-viſion, leaving no traces | 


# + 


have diſcovered their miſtake, become miſerable, in 
litude which we have been conſidering !- Such a ſtate 


ſperous condition.——This. parable was 


againſt mount Zion, and laboured to overturn the 


is turned unto me; I ſhall be repleniſhed, now ſhe 


eyes ſhall behold her: now ſhall ſhe be trodden down 
as the mire of the ſtreets 4.”  Whillt my arm 
of victory, all their expectations were fruſtrated; 
and Jeruſalem was found to be a burdenſome ſtone 
|  * for all people: all that burden themſelves with it 


Hy this ſhort and elegant parable, we are taught the 
unſatisfying and tranſitory nature of the properly 
enjoyed by wicked men. It is only a ſhadow, that 
ſoon paſſeth away, of what is ſubſtantial and defir- 
able. The imaginary joys that it excited, are quickly 
'  .. ſucceeded by real ſorrows, and difagreeable i 1. 
ſions reſulting from blaſted hopes. Diſappointed ex- 
33 often give riſe to as. ext dire 
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Lord, and againſt his Anointed: but they ſoon find 


ſo many deluſive images, which are qui 


5 


like characters drawn upon the ſand; and ſoon dil. 


eſs, as the 
ſs of what we actually enjoyed. Men, after, they 


roportion to the happineſs e they 
bad attained. How beautifully, how forcibly, is this 
important truth inculcated, by the very ſtriking ſimi. 


of delufion is the ſtate of the enemies of God's people, 
ſo vain, ſo incoherent, ſo fleeting, are their fooliſh | 
projects and deſigus; and thus uncertainis their pro- 


verified.in the Chaldeans and Romans, who fought 


Jewiſh ſtate, city, and temple. Such was the infolent 
language which they uttered againſt Jeruſalem: * Aha, 
© ſhe is broken that was the gates of the people; the 
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2 
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is laid waſte *. Where is the Lord thy God? mine 


zack. u. 2. + Mich vii 10. 


Ys 1 * 


e ſhall 


Yr. 9. 


ful be eut 16 pleces, though all the ch 
earth be gathered together againſt it“. Thi 

deans, after having a pax Jeruſalem, ſaw : 
church of God e into their 
fouriſhing even in the court of Nebuchadnezzar, not 
ew becoming 1s oſelytes to the Jewiſh religion. The 
Romans likewiſe, 

thrown Jeruſalem, were Toon. vanquiſhed | the 
woltles and evangeliſts, by whom wag of Earn 
were r to ny Sad a Ss of WI - 


9 0 807 ns and Tt ery ye out, 
nd cry: they are drunken, but not with 1 
they ſtagger, but not with ſtrong drink. 


Our prophet, | 
tes that were to the inhabitants af Jeruſalem, 
u account of their hypocriſy, pride, and other ſins, _ 
rroceeds to denounce | 
nents with which-they were to'be Viſited.——To this 
ery alarming ſubject, he calls their attention, in theſe - 
words, Stay yourſelver and wunder. Make a ſolemn | 
uſe, and ſeriouſly contemplate the diteful effect of 
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Think it not ſufficient, that you curſcrily ſurvey 


Almighty, and the terrible con 
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who triumphed. in having over- 


them, the ſpiritual judg- ; 


bod's righteous: difpleaſure manifeſted againſt your 5 20 
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don country, K N 


foretold the temporal SLY = 


hem; but fix your intenſe ee an this im- 
pra topic; diligent conſider the cauſes. which | 
contributed to bring upon er e the wrath of the 
equences with = - oi 1 
ball be attended. —— Wonder. 0 de alto 0 + 


Wn —— of Ar A lem. Ha [ag 
deutes temporal judgments, upon thoſe who have e: 


n 7 N 
1 
i . þ 


bod. werb, on LOI "Gs. rxrs 


2 reſee, 5 the | i 
zing 


and explicit 3 NY both — 3a a 150 | 
who were taught, were. afQtually i in the fatal condition 
which he defcribes. The intoxication here ſpoken of, 
5 and the effects attributed to it, did not arife from wha 
is literally called wine, and ſtrong drink; but from 
new and dangerous doctrines, which they had largel 
imbibed, and that made them to err from the ftraighd 
| path of God's commandments. The noxious eſſede 
| 1 from theſe pernicious tenets, made them 
10 perſons, ſpeak much to their own com 
mendation, contemn others, become vain, proud 
and felf-confident ; and ſo ſtypified their . 
that they could not diſcern truth from falſehood 
the way of duty from the ways of fin. 


| 10 For the Lond hath poured: out upon 

4 Fa ſpirit of deep e and hath wie IP you 
eyes: the prongs your: $5229) r 

- hath he covered. 1 


Thus reaſon why the eib 5. e were to ehen 

5 perſons in a ſtate of Intoxication, is; in this verſe, pa 
_ ticularly IP jr Lerd A a 1 
upon you 1 rit — 1e aWu judg 

| od here e Siri of is expreſsly attributed to Jedg 
vah, who, in perfect conſiſtency. Sith his conſummati 
7 reaitude, — and juſtice, inflicte it n i 


poſed nes to his dread diſpleaſure. When e 
turing from chap. vi. 10. of this prophecy, | touch 
upon this I 9 which ä to be 150 
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h n Wh ws and 
bed No ts the truth. Certain it is, that'he all 
zhoſe works are perfect, doth not communicate-an 
nong propenſity: to the minds of thoſe who are in 


uy bad principles or evil Jnclinations 3 which all 
proceed from 
cannot be tertipted with evil, neither tempteth he any 
nan. He neither requires, perſuades, 


uy thing, that hath" the leaſt tendency to 


render 
people ſpiritually blind and inſenſible ; hut, on the 


contrary, he condemns and threatens thoſe who 


themſelves, or others, into this deplorable condition. . 
The Lord is indeed ſaid in ſcripture, to harden mens 
hearts, to blind their eyes, to give them over to a rer 


probate mind, to ſend them ſtrong delufian ; and, in 
the verſe before us, to pour out the ſpirit of dnp 


All that 1 fuppoſe is aſcribed'to Jehovah, in 


theſe and ſimilar expreſſions, i is, that, as the juſt 1 


riſhment of fiti, he withholds from incorrigib 
xreſſors, the which they have forfeited 


deſpiſed. He doth not ſoften and meliorate their 


| hearts; he doth not open the eyes of their under- 


ſandings; he doth not purify their minds from the 
7 5 


pollution they have 8 ; he doth not 
them from being deceived by deceitful luſts. 


ue expreſſions uſed both in the Old and New Ta os, 
ments, which ſeem to authorize us to go. ai ſtep far- 
ald him into 
Egypt, that it was not them, but God, who ſent him -. 
Peter declares, that Jeſus | 


ther. Joſeph told his brethren, who 


thther . The apoſtle 

Chriſt was delivered into the hands of his 
and to the death of the croſs, by 
counſel and foreknpwled 
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this manner JO” He doth not convey vi them 5 


nor ang | 


the determinate 8 
POE. who is affirmed, f 

| to have actuall y deſivere him up for ug all From: | 
theſe, and Te Gn aA | 


| 74 


br a perverſe ſpirit ; the ſpitit of error, or an erting 


© . are aſleep: they were 3 in a ſtare of grols in- 
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© vithout the knowled of 4 ks el. 
. who is omniſcient ; omnipotent; that when j judg-' 
ments befal individuals or ſociaties, they come By di 


vine permiſſion, in conſequence of God havin 
ESE: Ee | 
them to walk in their own- ways. I will not enlarge 

I wiſh:to tread lightly on this — and CRE: 
ground, on which not a few have gong much t6o'far, 
and have not been able to extrieate em fehves from 
3 Sonic E. 0 were invalved. 

foured out upon you the ſpirit 

ep, &c. Several kinds of bad, as well as Ars dep 
its, are mentioned in the word of God: . a 
_, ſpirit of lying, or lying ſpirit; the. ſpirit of undlean- 

__ neſs, or the unclean ſpirit; A 5. 2 of _ perverſeneſs, 


ſpirit: and here the ſpirit wy deep fleep, is ſaid to be 
poured out on the Jewiſh people: In this condition, 
| the eyes of their minds were cloſed in ignorance, 
even as the bodily eyes are ſhut.in/darkneſfs, when we 


ſenſibility, of indolence and inactivity e ere 
nunaffected with thoſe object which” t to bave 
made the deepeſt impreffions upon their 7 — whilſt 
the faculties 1 their ſouls were ſuſpended from per- 
. forming aright their ſpiritual functians. 'They'were 
occupied in deluſive dreams, and amuſed; with falſe 
hopes, fears, and purſuits; that had no exiſtence but 
in their own; imaginations, from which. they were to 
be awakened by lar ar ee. 1 
Judgments were to extend to e prophets, whoſe 
tp it was to inſtruct the people j and to their rulers, 
Who were employed in managing the affairs of the 
_ ſtate ——The ſeers hath he tovered. The prophets 
were, in ancient times, called Seers “, becauſe they 
1 ys the gs of Tan Ny uf e 
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Ade e a | 

7 fend e, hn. by: moans IFN ha, | . 

from God. 'Thele men 22 Soros oo 

| 1 in. | wo 5 

of which Iſaiah e It | 

his countrymen, ys. clan - 

nnd his apoſtles. According to the ecies: and . 

' promiſes made to the fathers, Jeſus appeared 
in this world, in a manner quite did ent om the. . 

| ived- prejudices of the Jewiſh doQors"ah be. 

people, who had ted the word of God; e 

ind therefore they ſer themſelves to oppoſe kin, d 1 DO 

dis doctrine. They. heard his divine inſtruRions, be- . 7 85 

| plete with wiſdom, and deliveted with incomparable. Io 
eloquence, perſpicuity, and authority. They beheld | , - 

the untainted holineſs of his life, and the wonderful 

vorks whereby his glory was illoſtriouſſy bes 5 

| * but contraſting them with his mean paren n his 

humble exterior condition, and the . 

entertained reſpecting the manifeſtation of the 4 -< 

dom of God, 9 were filled with diſa . 

pride, envy, and prejudice, They ſtayed and won- 

dered; they erred; like men that are drunk; they 

blaſ phemed the rock of ſalvation; they treated the 

— Spirit with contempt, and perſiſted in reſecting 

| the truth. The ſpirit of flumber, from the: Lord ok 

hoſts, ſeized not only the Jewiſh people, but Hkewiſe 

their prieſts, teachers, and ſeribes, ee e, „ 

came proof againſt) ooViction + and thus was fulfilled: =. 

| "the Tree . 1 which is! here „ 

reatened.” F IE er FR e Ts . vs 1-2 IR 

bo KB; And. BY 4: 5 anon of all ie dochine hinge ou - . 

| s he words of "book that is ſealed; which men © 

deliver to one that is learned,  aying, Read this, ! 
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A general incapacity of the Jewiſh nation to under- 
ſtand the word of God, eſpecially the prophetical 

of it, was to be the lamentable conſequence of the ; 
above-mentioned ſpiritual judgments, And the vi. 
Aion of all, God ſpake unto the fathers by the pro. 
phets, at ſundry times, and in divers manners; and, 
among other 1 ſpake to them by viſions. The 
prophets, and Iſaiah in particular, were favoured witk 
viſions from God, in which, by certain ſimilitudes, 
they had repreſented, either to their bodily fight, or 
40 the eyes of their minds, future events, that were at 
z leſſer or greater diſtance. The prophecy therefore, 
which we are now conſidering, was called the Viſion 
of Iſaiah, becauſe, by means of viſions, many of the 
predictions which he delivered, were communicated 
to him. So frequently, in ancient times, did God 
adopt this method of diſcovering his mind to his ſerv- 
ants, that the Whole prophetical writings were ſome- 
times ſtyled Viſions. By the viſion of all then may 
be intended, all the prophecies of the Old Teſtament, 
which foretold the appearance of the great Meſſiah; 
who was to be „ put an end to ſin, to finiſh 
tranſgreſſion, to make reconciliation for iniquity, and 
to bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs—which predicted 
his ſubſequent exaltation and glory, the plentiful effu- 
ſion of the holy Spirit upon all fleſh, and the aſtoniſh- 
ing effects which were thereby to be produced—The 
ſucceſs of the goſpel, in the converſion of the nations, 
whereby large acceſſions were to be made to the 
church, which was to aſſume a new and more glo- 
rious form than in ancient times Ihe brightet mani- 
feſtation of the love, the righteouſpeſs, and ſalvation 
of the Lord; the conſequent holineſs, conſolation, 
and joy of the people of God; and the terrible teve- 
lation of his awful judgments againſt the incorrigible 
adverſaries of his church. The viſions relative to 
+ theſe, and all other ſobjeeds... 7 23 

I become unto you as the words of a book that is ſealed; 
or, as the Hebrew word ſignifies, of a letter that is 
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properly folded and ſealed, which 8 ; 

Noda until it be ede By this ſimilitude, is EX4 

preſſed, the dreadful conſequences of God's pouring 

out the ſpirit, of deep fleep upon the Jewiſh people. 

The effect here mentioned, did not proceed from the 

obſcurity of divine revelation, which was admirably 

ſuited to their circumſtances, and ſufficiently- cleat 

und intelligible to thoſe who had their ſenſes exerciſed 

to diſcern good and evil. The true reaſon of theit 

unacquaintedneſs with the meaning of the ſacred 

books, was, their eyes were cloſed. Their minds 

vere darkened by wilful ignorance, and inveterate 

prejudices: they would not open their eyes, that the) 

might ſee; they would not come to the light, le | 

their deeds might be made manifeſt ; nor would _ | 

hear with their ears, that they might underſtand. 

They would not turn to the Lord, that the vail which 

was upon their hearts might be taken away; and; 

therefore, it was not given them to know the myſte- 

ies of the kingdom of heaven. Though God had 

ſpoken and written to them the great things of his 

law, they eſteemed them as a ſtrange thing, in which 

they had little concern. They fead the law of the 

Lord; they heard Iſaiah, Hoſea, Micah, and the other 

prophets of God, deliver the moſt important meſſages 

vith which they were intruſted ; but they underſtood 

not their true meaning and deſign. Devoid of the 

ſpirit of wiſdom and revelation,” and under the influ- 

ence of the ſpirit of ſlumber, they received not the 

things of the Spirit of God: they were fooliſhneſs 

unto them; neither could they know them, bechuſe 

they are ſpiritually diſcerned. The key of knowledge 

having been taken away, they could not perceive the 

import of the ſublime truths contained in the word - 

of God, concerning the righteouſneſs of faith, the ab. 

ſolute neceſſity of ivine grace, the great deliverance 

to be obtained by the Meſh, the ſpiritual nature of 

the kingdom of God, and the callihg of the Gentiles 

to participate in the privileges of the church of Chrilt, 
1 to 


j| 


looked ſorward, that both learned and umlearned. 


'  livered firſt to one that is learned, a man of excellent 


4 
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to which that key was deſigned to admit them. In 
oppoſition to theſe important doctrines, they ſought | 
| to obtain righteouſneſs by the works of the law; they 
neglected inward purity of heart; they endeavoured 
to ſubvert the kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, and ſtre- 
nuouſly exerted their utmoſt efforts to hinder the 
_ _ Gentiles from being admitted fellow-heirs with the. 
| believing Jews. This unhappy condition was not 
| peculiar to the men of Judah: to many among us, 
| the viſion of all ſtill continues, as the words of a book M 
that is ſealed. Notwithſtanding they read and hear 
the word of God, they remain ſtrangers to its ſpi- 
ritual import, and transforming efficacy. Like the 
men who journeyed with Saul of Tarſus, they ſee a 
great light, but perceive not from whom it proceeds; 
they hear a voice, but not the voice of him that 
ſpeaketh from heaven. Let us earneſtly pray, that 
God may be pleaſed to open their eyes, and awake 
them to righteouſneſs, that they may behold won. 
drous things out of his lac bs 
Which wer deliver to one that is learned, ſaying, & c. 
So great was to be the ignorance which prevailed in 
the land of Judah, at the time to which this. prophecy 


| perſons of every deſcription, under different pretexts, 

declined to ſtudy and explain the writings of the Old 
Teſtament. A ſtriking proof of the truth of this re - 
mark is here mentioned. This facred book was de- 


natural abilities, and conſiderable erudition, who, 
having got good education, and improved in ac. 
quaintance with literature and ſcience, bath acquired 

much uſeful and ornamental knowledge. Such an ac- 
compliſhed ſcholar. might be ſuppoſed well qualified 
for the taſk here aſſigned him. To him, therefore, 
the viſion of all is delivered, with this — 1 7 
Read this, I pray thee. Attentively peruſe this book, 
for your own inſtruction, and for the benefit of thoſe . 
who are deſirous to underſtand its contents. _— 
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nantages which your le give you oyer thoſe 

who 225 literate, will enable 5 to comply with 

this requiſition, ſo as to be profitable to-yourſelf and 

aher people. To this requeſt, the learned man re · 

blies, J cannot. I underſtand the language in which 

u is written, but not the ſubject of which it treat ; 

ad therefore 1 cannot' make you acquainted win 

is real meaning. I plead. my inability to explain 

what is written, as an excuſe for tefuſing to grant a 

favour, which is not in my power to beſtow. That 

he might not be thought to decline the ſervice aſſigned 

tim without fufficient reaſon, he immediately! adds, 

For it is ſealed. In ſcripture. language, a book is fad 

to be ſealed, when the ſubject of which it rreats, is 

involved in obſeurity and myſtery ; when the ſenſe is 

ſo recondite, that it is not eaſily underſtood, and very 

imperfectly known. This Teems to be the meaning 

of the order given to the prophet Daniel, to ſhut up 

the words, and to ſeal the book, even to the time f 

the end*; and of the command delivered to the apoſtle, 

ohn, to ſeal up thoſe things that were uttered by the 

eren thunders, and not to write them . The import 

of the excuſe offered by the learned man, for not 

rading and explaining the book delivered to him, is 

imply this: The viſions which it contains, are writ- 

ten in ſuch an obſcure manner, and the ſubjeQs treated 

ol, are fo intricate, that he thought they were not inn | 

tclligible to thoſe who were moſt eſteemed for know- _ ? „ 

ledge and erudition. Human nature, my brethren, + 

s the ſame in all ages; and therefore the ſame realon 

8 {till given by . , why they do not underſtand  - 

the word of God. They plead its obſcurity,” as the” 

reaſon why they are unacquainted with the important 

licoveries which it contains.  Adepts in human 

ſcience alledge, that were it not dark and myſterious, | 

they could eaſily know its meaning. Thus they im- 

poully throw the blame of their ignorance of divine 
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truths upon the ſcriptures, which is really owing to WM 
their own. blindneſs, and want of ſpiritual diſcern. WM 
ment. As fleſh and blood cannot reveal them, fo ex- 
tenſive learning cannot give the ſaving: knowledge of 
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derſtandings, let us humbly lament before him the 


we may perceive their import, and experience their 
fanQifying ine CT. | 


he faith, I am not learned. 


the ſame requeſt which was made to him, is preſented 
of a liberal education; whoſe natural abilities have 


of men eminent for literature and ſcience.——To him 


of what is therein written. Many things compre- 
hended in this book, are abſtruſe, and require to be 
explained and underſtood, in order to derive real be- | 
: nefit from them; and therefore to — I apply for 


reply is made: I am iiot learned. I pretend not to un- 
derſta 

predictions, doctrines, and precepts, which they con- 
tain. I judge it unneceſſary to be acquaint 
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them. Let us beware of charging God foolithly, in | 
whom there is no unrighteouſneſs; and of finding 
fault with his oracles, which are perfect. Senſible WM 
that the word of God is a ſealed book to people of 
every deſcription, until he is pleaſed to open their un- 


blindneſs of our minds, which prevents facred truths 

from irradiating and purifying our ſouls, and reform- | 
ing our lives: let us earneſtly beg of him, to ac- 
company them with the grace of the holy Spirit, that 


0 12 And the | book 1s delivered to Fim that is 
not learned, ſaying, Read this, I pray thee: and 


He that is learned, having acknowledged his ina- 
bility to read and explain the prophetical ſcriptures, 
to the unlearned, who never enjoyed the advantages 
not been cultivated and improved, by the inſtruQions 


the book is next delivered, ſeying,, Read this, pray 
thee, with underſtanding, and interpret the meaning 


aſſiſtance.— To this demand, the following ſhort 


* 


nd the law and the prophets, and to explain the 


ed with 
every 


F EE” RL TY 


han. 12.  PROPHECIES or ISAIAH. 612 


every part of the ſcriptures. I leave the ſtudy of the 


prophecies to the learned; whoſe buſineſs is to teach, 


and to ſhew thoſe things which are noted in the ſcrip- 
tures of truth *. Indifferent as to abſtruſe matters, 


and ſolicitous to enjoy eaſe and N n= mind, 


| wiſh not to perplex myſelf with difficulties: I there-. 


fore decline to comply with the prayer of your peti- 
tion. Perhaps there is not any book which is more 
read, and leſs underſtood, than the Bible. What fri- 


" 


volous excuſes are pled for ignorance of the word of 


God, and the precious truths which are therein re- 


vealed. Alas! they continue till to be ſuggeſted by 
not a few, in one form or other, if poſſible, to exte- 
nuate that culpable negligence which hinders from 
attentively ſearching the prophecies of this book. 
Deteſt ſuch pitiful ſhifts and evaſions. Frequently 
read, and endeavour: diſtinctly to underſtand them. 
Be not aſhamed of any part of your holy profeſſion ; 
but reduce to practice every command of God, whe- 


ther it be unfaſhionable, or in the good graces of the 


world. Allow not any thing to prevent you from be- 
ing intimately acquainted with the whole word of 
God. Underſtanding is a welbſpring of life to him 
that hath it; but the inſtruction of fools is nothing 
but folly. Carefully avoid falling into the deplorable 
condition of the Jewiſh nation, at the period wherein 
this prophecy was fulfilled, when neither zhe learned, 
nor the illiterate, were acquainted with the ſpiritual 


meaning of the lively oracles of God that were com- 
mitted unto. them, and ſo could not read them with 


benefit. „ 


13 T Wherefore the LoxD ſaid; Foraſmuch as 


this people draw near me with their mouth, and 


with their lips do honour me, but have removed 
their heart far from me, and their fear towards 


me is taught by the precept of men. 
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After a ſolemn preface, in which he affirms, that 


what he now ſays, was delivered by divine command, 
our prophet proceeds to delineate another prominent 
feature in the character of the Jewiſh people, which 
was tn een . and offenſive to God. In proof WM 


of this remark, we obſerve, that the Lord, when he 
ſpake to Iſaiah what he here relates, called them not 
his, but this people. In this manner, he points them 
out as utterly unworthy of the intimate relation to 
him into which they had been admitted. Notwith- 


ſtanding they were the poi of, Abraham, his i 
he loved; of Jacob, whom 


friend; of Iſaac, whom 
he ſurnamed Wael; and of their D whom 
he brought forth out of the land of Egypt tho 

he had dealt with them as he never dealt with any 

other nation, honouring them with the character of 


his people; though he gave them his ordinances, ſta- ' 


tutes, and laws; and ſent among them his prophets, 
riſing up early, and fitting up late, to inſtru them; 
yet, by their ignorance, hypocriſy, and ſuperſtition, 
they provoked him to diſown his connection with 
them,——Having delineated, in ſtrong colours, their 


x 


criſy, which he thus emphatically deſcribes: | + 
This people draw near unto me with their mouth, Re. 
To draw near to God, in the language of ſcripture, 


denotes the various acts of adoration: and worſhip, 
whereby his people approach his ſacred, preſence, and 


enjoy delightful communion with him. To draw near 


to God with the mouth, and to honour him with the 


lips, is to expreſs before him, profound veneration of 


his infinite majeſty, firm truſt in his kind providence, 
unſuſpecting confidence in his mercy, and unlimited 
ſubmiſſion to his bleſſed will. That theſe acts of wor- 


ſſtip may be ſuited to his ſpiritual nature, o whom 
they are preſented; that they may prove agreeable te 
his will, and meet his acceptance; along with theſe 


external profeſſions of honour and. reſpect, the inter- 


nal homage of holy hearts muſt be offered, corte 


* 


5 


ugh | 


groſs ignorance, he now repreſents their baſe hypo · 
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what expreſſed by the mouth and the, | * 
lips. When, in che performance of the exteriar;part. _ 

of devotion; perfons are deſtitute of the intetier 
enotions of foul, cbey are chargeable with dejeltable | - 
lypocrify, and the moſt odious dilſimulation. inthe. 
ſervice of God. By the organs of ſpeech, and the 
reſtures they aſſume, they profeſs to honour the Mot 


« 


High; whilſt,” at the Tame time, their hearts are den 
void of thoſe devout diſpoſitions which tliey pretend 
to expreſs. They feel not that ' inward reverence,. 
eſteem, and gratitude, which they verbally acknows 


ledge that they entertain in their minds —— he 
people therefore, Who are here reproved, are ſaid to 
have removed their heurt frum me ; i. e. from God, im. + 
whoſe name our prophet brings this charge againſt 


. 


them. By the ung ontrolled operations of their carnal | | 
ninds, by heedleſs inattention to their ſpirits, when, .. 
profeſſedly apptoaching unto God, their minds be» 
ame more and more alienated from him. Iheir 

hearts and affections, inſtead of terminating upon 

God, were turned away to other objects, totally un. 

connected with the employments wherein they were 

engaged. Their thoughts, far from being concentred 

in God, whom they honoured with their lips, Were 
occupied on things either expreſsly prohibited, or en- 
rely foreign to the ſolemn ſervices which ought to 

have engroſſed their whole attention. 


The Jewiſh: people, among whom Ifaiah exerciſed 
bis office, were doubtleſs, in the firſt inſtance; AC, 
ſed of having been criminal in this reſpett. Though 
de words were primarily addreſſed to them, and; af, 
forded an exact deſcription of their conduct, che 
boked forward to the Jews in followipg ages; and .: _. 
vere truly charactetiſtic of the Phariſees, in the time 1 
of our Saviour's miniſtry, to whom he exprelsly. 5 2 
pled them. Having demonſtrated, that they made 
od the commandments. of God by their traditions, 
te quoted the verſe now before us. Te hypocrites, 
"ho make high pretenſions to diſtinguiſhed eminence 
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in holineſs, and yet have the audacity to ſet aſide a 
divine command; who are diſpleaſed with the if. | 
ciples, for not obeying the authority of the elders, 
And yet fcruple not to eontemn the precepts: of Jeho- | 
vah. Ye plainly diſcover much more teſpect to the 
authority of men, than to the commands of God: 
ye ſhew more ſolicitude about the obſervation of ex- 
ternal rites, than internal ſanctity of heart; and are 
more concerned to obtain the praiſe of men, than the 
honour that cometh from God. Ye regularly attend 
on the ordinances of divine appointment, wherein ye 
Profeſſedly approach unto God: ye acknowledge him 
to be the only living and true God, your Creator, 
Preſerver, and Beneſs bor; and preſent before him 
te facrifices which he hath required. Notwithſtand- 
Ing, your hearts are far from God: even when ye 
come before him as his people, they go out after 
their covetouſneſs : indifferent as to enjoying the di- 
vine preſence, and communion with your Father in 
heaven, ye neither fear nor love him, nor delight in 
His fervice. Strangers tö the life and power of god- 
lüneſs, ye have no higher aim, than to maintain its 
form, and to acquire the applauſe of men. Well 
did Efaias propheſy of you, faying, This people 
_ © qraweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and ho- 
_ noureth me with their lips; but their heart is far 
F from men Petr e N fre ei. fo. 
Are people of this deſcription become extinct in 
the Chriſtian church? Are there not ſtill a genera- 
tion who are the followers of theſe hypocritical Pha- 
riſees, who preſent before God their bodies, the 
calves of their lips, whilſt they withhold from him 
the homage of their hearts? Are there not among 
us, thoſe who worſhip God in another way than he 
| hath appointed in his word, who preſent before him 
no more than the images of the living facrifices which 
be requires; ſometimes ſo unlike the beautiful un- 
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maimed original, that the impoſition js Weir e 


habits, as nearly reſemble that true devotion which 
they artfully endeavour: to imitate ? They ſeem. to 
men, to faſt, to pray, to give alms, to hear the word 
of God, and to praiſe his name; but the heavenſy 


with all their hypocriſy. and deceit. They come un- 


23 his people: they hear his words, but they will 
not do them; for with their mouth they ſhew, much 
love, but their heart goeth after their coyetouſneſs.— 
Would you then, my friends, avoid this odious diſſi- 
mulation in the ſervice of God? beware of gratifying 
your corrupt diſpoſitions, which, by indulgence, 
vill gather ſtrength, and occupy- your thoughts, even 
when you are employed in divine worſhip. Take 
| heed that you do not give way to that natural 2 
and iuconſtancy of mind, which inſenſibly ſteals 
away the heart from God, and is apt to encroach on 
the ſacred hours conſecrated to acta of devotion: 
and earneſtly ſupplicate the Hearer of prayer, to grant 
you that fixedneſs of heart, and that truth in the in- 
ward parts, with which he is delighted. | |... 
And their fear towards me is taught by the precept f 
nen. The fear of God, which is a powerful prin- 
ciple implanted in the hearts of his people, conſiſts in 
a holy reverential awe of his infinite majeſty, con- 
ſummate excellencies, and ſupreme . dominion, ac- 
companied with a ſolicitous concern to pleaſe him, 
and to ſubmit to all his diſpenſation. , It is founded 
upon his abſolute ſovereignty over us, and our entire 
dependence upon him. Thoſe who are beſt acquaint- 
ed with the perfections and glory of Jehovah, always 
entertain the moſt profound veneration for his in- 
comparable dignity; and expreſs their ſurpriſe, that 
there are any deſtitute of this becoming temper. In 
the ſong of Moſes, and of the Lamb, are found theſe 
remarkable words: Who ſhall not fear —_— = 
p ; | | | T 7 


ö 


rered ; and, at other times, in ſuch attitudes and 


Father, who ſeeth--in ſecret, is perfectly acquainted 
to God, as did the Jews of old, and fit before him 
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1 Lord, and glorify thy name? for thon only art 
holy.“ Men however, who know not God, are 
devoid of this gracious: diſpoſitian, until they ſome. | 
how or other acquire it, either by the influence of 

the. Spirit of God, or by the precept of men. The 
not be limited to this bleſſed inward principle; but 
extended to its iin expreſſions, in the 
ſeveral duties of divine worſhip, hereby men teſtify 
their reſpect and reverence fox the Almighty. In this 

ſenſe, Jeſus Chriſt explains this precept in the law, 
Thou ſhalt fear the Lord thy God; and ſerve him“: 
Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him 
| only ſhalt thou ſerve. And this muſt be its mean. 
5 ing in the words under conſideration, where it figni- 
; fies the various parts of ſacred worſhip, whereby the | 
ſupreme majeſty and infinite goodneſs of Jehovah is 
acknowledged. This fear of the Lord is taught by 
the precept of men, when people perform the folemn 
ſervice of God, more from regard to human than di- W 

| vine authority; more from regard to the cuſtoms and W 
,- ', applauſe of men, than from delight in approaching 
- unto, God, and enjoying, his approbation. This is 
| | not, the pure homage that God requires, and which 
* | he graciouſly accepts; but a mere, hypocritical, 
| unavailing pretence. Fear toward God comes 
| likewiſe. under this deſcription, when men preſume 
BN to preſcribe in matters relative to the warſhip of Je- 
| | hovah, and require the obſervance of rites of: their 
1 own deviſing, without attending to the word af God. 
This preſumptuous arrogance ſeems ta he here point 
ed at, as appears from the interpretation given of ihe 
words by Jeſus. Chriſt, in the anſwer he returned to 
the Scribes and Phariſees: Howbeit (ſaich be), in 
d vain do they worſhip me, teaching for 
| © the commandments of men. For, laying aſide tho 
© commandment of God, ye hold che "_ 


- 
111 ies 


* 
(473: Þ+.# 


* 
ky * 4 1 # E446 © — * . & 
; gs Vii. „ E * 
; | * 
. © ' men. 
4 1 > . "I 1 


1 0 > 8 
1 
— v 4% ö ® 1 » 
n 2 ; - FI. 
* «a — * * % G . b 


Jex. 13. PROPHECIES or ISAIAH. 617 
emen . They prayed in the ſynagogues; they 
rad and expounded the law of God, and the. LET 
phets; they punctually attended upon the ordinances - 
o divine Inſtitution, and preſented the ſacrifices that 
vere commanded to be offered in the law. Notwith- 

landing, theſe frequent pompous ſervices were in 
nin, accompanied with no valuable conſequences; 
they proceeded from wrong principles, and were di- 
reted to wrong purpoſes, ſo that they did not anſwer 
the ends of their appointment: eſpecially as the per- 
ſons againſt -whom this charge was brought by our 
$viour, ſubſtituted the doctrines and traditions of men 
i place of the truths and commandments of the Lord. 
Such was the corrupt degenerate ſtate of the Jewiſh 


1 

is church in the days of our prophet, which became ſtill 
< WY nore depraved in the time of our Lord's perſonal mi- 
is WY Hitry, when, as we have ſeen, he Joey applied 

j& Wt as to the a v. and HR = eqn 
n Wa it juſtly belonged. I am to add, that perſons of 
iT de hong re. rad | are Lill to be found in the 
1d Chriſtian church. Their fear toward God is taught 
1 them, not by the holy Spirit, but by the precepts of 
1s WY nagiltrates, parents, and maſters. They worſhip 
ch God, not from love to his amiable. excellencies, and 
al, tom obedience to his ſupreme authority, but out of 


es onpliance to prevailing cuſtom, and regard to the 
ne commands of their ſuperiors. Take heed then, my 
e- tends, that your fear and worſhip of God proceed 
er from the 3 of men, but from a gracious 

d, maciple implanted'in your hearts, extending its hap- 


7 influence through every part of his ſervice. Re- 
tember, that God, who is a Spirit, requires to be 
wrihipped in ſpirit and in truth; and that would 
u find benefit and comfort in drawing near to him, 
v muſt approach him with your whole hearts, elſe 
uu ſhall have reaſon to dread the awful threatening 


i tine in verſe © + 


. TT 
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14 Therefore behold, I will proceed to do a 


_ marvellous work amongſt this people, even a f 


marvellous work and a wonder; for the wiſdom 


of their wiſe men ſhall periſh, and the under- i 


ſtanding of their prudent mes ſhall be hid. 


The Lord, by our prophet, here calls upon men, | 


ſeriouſly to conſider the wonderful judgment which 
he was about to infli& on this people, on account of 
their abominable hypocriſy and ſuperſtition. It w 
to be of ſuch an extraordinary nature, and attended 
with ſuch uncommon circumſtances, as might juſtly 
excite admiration and ſurpriſe. Indeed, the puniſh- 
ment wherewith God viſited the Jewiſh nation, their 
prieſts and doctors, when he poured out upon them 
the ſpirit of deep ſleep, was truly aſtoniſhing—whether' 
we. conſider the judicial act of the ſupreme Judge, 
who, in perfect conſiſtency with his infinite purity 
and rectitude, permitted their minds to be blinded, 
and their hearts to be hardened ; or the ſtrange judg- 
ment executed upon this people, who were diſperſed 
over the face of the earth, expoſed to the contempt 
of all nations, and to this day are groaning under the 
curſes to which they were conſigned by the law of 
Moſes. - Nevertheleſs, they tenaciouſly adhere to 
the religion of their fathers, preſcribed in that law, 
and enforced by the prophets, which they read with 
| facred veneration. Notwithſtanding they frequently 
and publicly read the books of the Old Teſtament, 
even. the learned among them, do not underſtand 
them; and therefore they have turned all their atten- 
tion, for many ages, to fooliſh traditions, from which 
they cannot derive ſpiritual wiſdom. A very few ex- 
cepted, they continue in a ſtate: of ſpiritual blindnels 
and inſenſibility. After having been expelled for a 
long period from their own land, and ſeen the won- 
derful progreſs of the kingdom of Chriſt through the 
world, the converſion of the: Gentiles to the ſervice 
of the God of Abraham, and many of the Pn 
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in the Old Teſtament clearly fulfilled, they continue 
in unbelief, blinded with prejudices. In reviewing 
this wonderful ſubje&, we may juſtly exclaim, with 
the apoſtle Paul, © O the depth of the riches. both of 
the wiſdom and knowledge of God! how unſearch- 


able are his judgments, and his ways paſt finding 


' out *” No man wonders to ſee ſome people with- 
out wiſdom, who were never poſſeſſed of it; but to 
ſe wiſe and prudent perſons, who were admired for. 
their knowledge and ſagaeity, deftitute of under- 
landing, is truly ſurpriſing. This is the marvellous 
vork which we are here invited to contemplate. 
For the wiſdom of their wiſe men ſhall periſh, &c. 
The perſons who are ſpoken of, were the wiſe and 
prudent in their own eyes, who were generally eſteem. 
ed by others on account of knowledge and diſcre- 
ton, and reſorted to by the multitude for inſtruQtion 
and advice. The wiſdom and underſtanding of ſuch. 
nen, according to this prediction, ſhall periſh and be 
bid; or, as the Hebrew word ſignifies, fhall vaniſh or 
diſappear, like the cloud which, in the drought of 
ſummer, promiſed a refreſhing ſhower. Profeſſing 
themſelves to be. wiſe, they became fools: having 
employed their powers and influence, not in ſtudying 
the word of God, and in faithfully performing his 
ſervice, but in deviſing and introducing into his wor- 
lid the moſt abſurd ſuperſtitions, God declares, by 
his ſervant, that he would: deprive them of thoſe ta- 
ents which they had perverted and abuſed. This 
threatening was remarkably verified. in, the Scribes and 
Phariſees, about the time of our Lord's manifeſtation 
in the fleſh; who, when the diſciples reported to him 
the ſucceſs that attended their miniſtry, *rejoiced in 
piit, and ſaid, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of 
* heaven and earth, becauſe thou haſt hid theſe things 
' from the wiſe and prudent, and haſt revealed them 
' unto babes. Eyen fo, Father, for ſo it ſeemed good 


* Rom. xi. 33. 
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in thy ſight“.“ And the apoſtle Paul, ſpeaking of 
the preaching of the croſs, which is * 8 to 
them that periſh, affirms, that this ſeripture is thereby Wl 
fulfilled: © For (faith he) it is written, I will deſtroy WM 
the wiſdom of the wiſe, and will bring to nothing 
© the underſtanding of the prudent +> By the appli- 
cation which he makes of theſe words, he plainly in- 

. timates, that they are accompliſhed-in all thoſe who 

reject and contemn the goſpel as fooliſhneſs, becauſe 
they cannot comprehend the ſublime doctrines which 
it reveals. ——Behold then, my brethren, this mar- 
vellous work of God, which paſſes, unnoticed by the 
_ unthinking multitude. You may fix on many ſub- 
jects of contemplation which are more pleaſing, but 
there are few or none that may be more inſtructive 
and uſeful. How awful do the divine power and 
 Tighteouſneſs appear, in performing this wonder in ſo 

many ſtriking inſtances, which loudly proclaim the 

truth of the word of God, and the equity of di- 
vine diſpenſations! Let us beware leſt we expoſe our- 
ſelves to the awful doom which is here denounced. 
Afraid leſt we fall under this ſpiritual judgment, let 
us earneſtly implore of God, that he may diveſt us of 
pride, ſelf-conceit, and the prejudices we may have 
. Imbibed againſt any of the truths of his word; that 
he may illuminate our minds, and diſpoſe us to at- 
tend diligently to his wonderful works, both of mere) 
and jn... 1p 


15 Wo unto them that ſeek deep to hide 

their counſel from the Lok, and their works 

are in the dark, and they ſay,” Wha ſeeth us? 
and who knoweth us? 
In theſe words, miſery and wo are denounced 

_ againſt thoſe who ſecretly. perpetrate the moſt enor- 

mous crimes, and artfully endeayour'to conceal them 
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from God. Their character is thus emphatically | 

deſcribed : Them that ſeek deep to hide their cnunſeſ from 
the Lord, &c. The counſel which they fooliſhly eflay- 
ed to conceal from the omniſcient Jetiovah, included 
the wicked projects which they had deliberately form- 


' moſt proper ſeaſons. Every purpoſe (fajth. the wiſe _ 
; — is eſtabliſhed by counſel; and ought to be the 
reſult of mature conſideration and goad advice, other- 
wiſe it is not * y to boyd hams and ſettled. 
What is begun in folly, and without proper regard to 
God, Wall {Ave in ſhame and Aifappoilithant, - The 
reverſe of this propoſition was adopted by the perſans 
ſpoken of, who atheiſtically and abſurdly ſought deep to 
hide their vicious deſigns the Lord, before whom. 
all things are open and naked. Notwithſtanding the 
convictions they felt, of their hearts and ways being 
well known to God, they tried to ſoothe their uneaſy 
minds, by ſuppoſing, that he was not privy to their 
thoughts and ſchemes. They ent ed deluſive 
hopes that this was poſſible, elfe they would not have 
ſought to conceal their counſels from his eyes, which 
penetrate the moſt ſecret receſſes of the human heart. 
Though they thus acted under the influence of a falſe 
imagination, they would have proclaimed ſtill greater 
folly, had they tried to conduct themſelves in this 
manner, when convinced of its abſurdity and umpofli- 
\ bility. Saith the proverb, The counſels of the wic- 
* ked are deceit;* and in nothing does their fallacy 
appear more remarkable, than in the vain imagina- 
tion, that any thing, even the moſt ſecret thought, 
can be concealed from God, who ſearches the hearts, 
and tries the reins of the children of men. 
And their works are in the dark, &c. They prac- _ 
tiſed wickedneſs in the moſt ſecret and covered man- 
ner. The flagrant enormities which they committed, 
could not bear the light; and therefore ſought the 
ſhade of obſcurity, where they could not be 0 by 
the eyes of mortals. Many tranſgreflions prohibited 
1 . . 5 IAA 


11 
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ed, that they might be carried into execution at the 


* 
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in the law of God, are ſo extremely odious, that they 
eannot endure the light; and, on that account, are 
frequently done in the dark. They that be drunken, 
are drunken in the night: then the thief and the rob- 


ber dig through houſes, which they had marked for 


themſelves in the day-time ; and the adulterer waiteth 
for the twilight, as beſt adapted for the execution. of 
his infidious deſigns. Such enormous fins are em- 
phatically denominated ip ſcripture, works of dark- 
neſs, becauſe they proceed from the darkneſs of igno- 
rance, from thoſe who love darkneſs rather than light, 
and lead down to the abodes of everlaſting miſery and 
wo. bey ſay, Who. ſeeth. us? &c. They flatter 
themſelves, that they are not only beyond the reach 
of human obſervation, but excluded from the view of 
the omniſcient God. Like the wicked of whom the 
royal prophet ſpeaks, * they ſay, The Lord ſhall not 
* ſee: neither ſhall the God of Jacob regard it“. 
They conſider not, that the darkneſs hideth not from 
him; but the night ſhineth as the day > that the dark- 
neſs and the light are both alike unto him: that there 
is no darkneſs, or fnadow of death, where the workers 
of iniquity may hide themſel ves. The wo which 
is denounced againſt perſons of this deſcription, was 


1 remarkably inflided in that period of the church, to 
| which this prophecy had a peculiar reference, wherein 


the Jewiſh: prieſts and rulers, under the moſt artful 
diſguiſe and vile hypocriſy, endeavoured to cover 
their counſels and actions. Notwithſtanding, they 
found by experience, the extreme folly of all their 


Concealed deep- laid deſigns, and that there is no wit- 


dom or counſel againſt the Lord. Warned by their 
example, let us, in every enterpriſe in which we en- 
age, aſk direction of God: let us come to the light, 
that our deeds may be made manifeſt ; and endeavour 
ſo to live, as thoſe who are conſcious, that the Lord. 
ein apd:knoveth sss, Tn ode 
Pal. xciv. 7. ER 
On e 16 Surely 
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16 Surely your turning of things upſide 
down ſhall be eſteemed as the potters clay: for 
ſhall the work ſay of him that made it, He 
made me not? or ſhall the thing framed ſay of 


him that framed it, He had no underſtanding? 


The abſurdity of the wicked principles and prac- 
tices mentioned in the preceding verſe, is here repre- 
ſented in figurative language; and illuſtrated by a 
beautiful ſimilitude, taken from the work of the 
potter, Light pieces of furniture, and particularly 
diſhes of any fort, when nicely cleaned, are turned 
upſide down, that the duſt, or any thing dirty, that 


' adheres to them, may be entirely taken away. In 


alluſion to this well known praQtice, God declared, 
will wipe Jeruſalem, as a man wipeth a diſh, 
* wiping and turning it upſide down“. If our pro- 
phet refers to this cuſtom, the words import, that the 
great pains taken by the perſons ſpoken of, to make 


clean the outſide of the cup and platter, ſhould prove 


of no avail, and be attended with no permanent 
good effects. Things are ſaid to be turned upfide 
down, when their ſituation 1s reverſed, 'and their ap- 
pearance totally altered. In this ſenſe, the expreſſion 
is uſed by Iſaiah, in the following prediction: The 
Lord maketh the earth empty and waſte, and turn- 
eth it upſide down.“ If the alluſion is to this 


\ circumſtance, the phraſe denotes, that thoſe ' who 


were the ſubjects of this prophecy, were to aſſume a 
new and different appearance from what they had 
formerly done, and that they were to be deprived of 
thoſe thin diſguiſes under which they had been con- 
cealed. Things are alſo ſaid to be turned upſide 
down, when their proper order is inverted, and theß 
are reduced to a ſtate of anarchy and confuſion: 
This is the meaning of the words, in the charge 
brought againſt the apoſtles of Jeſus Chriſt by their 


2 Kings xxi. 13. e 
5 1 a enemies, 


| i 


| as if a piece of work ſhould fay to him that made i, 


enemies, of turning the world upſide: down. If the 
_ expreſſion is uſed in this ſenſe, it ſignificantly de- 
| ſcribes the perverſe conduct of thoſe who preſume to 
| Invert the beautiful order that God hath eſtabliſhed ; 
who place a dead idol in the room of the living God, 
and the traditions of men in room of his command. 
ments; who ſubſtitute external ſhew in place of inter- 
nal purity ; who put light for darkneſs, and darkneſs 
for light; good for evil, and evil for good. All theſe 
inverſions, our prophet declares, ſhall be eſteemed as 
the potter's clay, the form and ſhape of which is eaſily 
and quickly altered, and is changed at the pleaſure 
of the potter. In like manner, the Almighty was 
entirely to aboliſh the corrupt ſyſtems that were pre- 
 ſamptuouſly adopted, and to make the devices of the 
people of none effect. The inconſiſtency of the 
conduct which is here reprobated, is next exhibited 
by a ſtriking ſimilitude. . 5 
For ſhall the work ſay of him that made it, He made 
me not, &c. Wicked men, who endeavour to cover 
their deſigns from God, practically declare, that they 
believe not his omniſcience; and ſo virtually deny, 


that he is truly God, and that he is their Maker. . 
Io act in this manner, is as inconſiſtent and abſurd, * 


He made me not: he had no underſtanding. It is 
contrary to the principles of ſound reaſon, and the 
nature of things, to deny the ubiquity of the divine 
preſence, and to refuſe to acknowledge God as our ke 
Creator; or to pretend to hide any thing from him wich 
that knoweth our thoughts afar off. All that we Hou 
have, depends upon his pleaſure: all that we do, is * 
performed under his inſpection, who will not fail to 
diſcover the perverſity and falſehood of ſuch corrupt vor 
reaſonings as are here reproved. God being the hz 
frſt caule of all things, it is impoſſible that any crea- Wed 
ture can deviſe, underſtand, or execute the moſt ; 
ſecret ſcheme, without the knowledge of his Maker. 
* Underſtand, ye brutiſh among the people: _— 
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© fools, when will ye be wiſe? He that planted the 
car, ſhall he not hear? he that formed the eye, 
{ ſhall he not ſee? The Lord knoweth the thoughts 
gol man, that they are vanity “. Let us learn to 
acknowledge with humility the divine ſovereignty, 
and our entire dependence upon God. Let us be- 
ware of inverting the order he hath eſtabliſhed, and 
of calling in queſtion our infinite obligations to him, 
for life, and breath, and all things. He is our Creator, 
and we are his creatures: he. is our Lord, and we 
ve his ſubjeQs: it is therefore juſt, that we obey 
his authority; and, upon all occaſions, manifeſt our 
conſtant dependence upon his power, goodnels, and 
ſaithfulneſs. „ | TE 
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17 [cit not yet a very little while, and Leba- 
non ſhall be turned into a fruitful field, and the 
fruitful field ſhall be eſteemed as a foreſt ? 


To the foregoing prophecies is ſubjoined the re- 
narkable prediction IJ have now read, relative to the 
all of the Gentiles into the church of God, in place 
of the ſews. The time in which this great event 
"3s to come to paſs, is here ſpoken of, as a very little 
"hile, after this prophecy was delivered. Though, 
rom that period, above ſeven hundred years elapſed 
tre the ſon of God was manifeſted in the fleſh, and 
is memorable event did not take place until a con- 
iderable time after his appearance on earth, it is not- 
nthſtanding foretold to happen in a very little while. 
However long the period may appear to human view, 
between the delivery and accompliſhmeut of this pro- 
iſe, yet, in the fight of the eternal Jehovah, with: 
vom a thouſand years are but as one day, it ſeemed 
but a very little while. Our Lord's ſecond coming, 
Mdifted above ſeventeen hundred years ago, is fore- 
ud in ſimilar terms with theſe now before us: Yet 
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< a little while, and he that ſhall come will come, and 
s will not tarry “.“ At the expiration of the time Wi 
fixed, ; Ben 
Lebanon ſhall be turned into a fruitful field, & c. The 
condition of both places ſhall be entirely reverſed. 
Among the mountains of Paleſtine, the moſt remark- 
able and the moſt celebrated, in the ſacred writings, 
was mount Lebanon. This goodly mountain, ſituated 
on the borders of the land of Canaan toward the 
north, was remarkable for its height, magnificence, 
and the abundance of excellent cedars which adorned 
its ſummit, exhibiting a truly noble and majeſtic ap- 
Pearance. It is evident, from the connection in which 

this prediction ſtands, that Lebanon is not literally, 
but figuratively to be underſtood in this verſe. From 
what follows, the prophet ſeems plainly to have had 
in view, a ſpiritual change and converſion, which was 
to be accompliſhed upon thoſe who are intended by 
this bold figurative expreſſion. The change which 
he foretels was to be effected, in conſequence of the 
Spirit being abundantly poured out from on high, as 
we learn from chap. xxxii. 1 5. of this prophecy, and 
the predicted converſion, was to be accompanied with 


happy ſpiritual conſequences. The ſtately extenſive a 
foreſt with which mount Lebanon was covered, may 1 

_ denote, in the prophetic ſtyle, the jarge and powerful g 
Ekingdoms of the Gentiles, which, for long time, con f 
tinued in their natural uncultivated condition; ſome * 
of which had grown up to great etniner.ce, and were F 
highly elevated, in refpe& of grandeur, ſtrength, and th 
inflaence, Theſe were to be turned into a fruit . 
field. Every high thing, that exalted itſelf againſt the 5 
knowledge and obedience of God, was to be laid low - 
whatſoever hurt, or offended, was to be rooted out 5 
and the fallow ground was to be broken up, by the try 

- miniſtry of the goſpel. - Multitudes were to be ad * 
mitted. within the hedge of the divine protection, anq 
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A 1 

encompaſſed by the divine fayour : they were to have 
ad ſown among them the precious ſeed of «the word of 
ne God, which was to be watered by the dew of heaven. 


In conſequence whereof, they were to become fruitful 
in holineſs and righteouſneſs; and to reſemble a 
fruitful field, or the garden of the Lord, wherein he 
delights. EE | tt dt of at oey: 

And the fruitful field ſhall be efteemed as a foreſt. 


88, 

ed The Hebrew word Carmel, here tranſlated @ fruitful 

the feld, was the name of a very rich and fertile moun- 
ce, tain in Judea, abounding with excellent vines, olive- 

ed trees, and delicious fruits, covered in part with luxu- 
ap- rant paſture, and the beſt of corn. So excellent and 

ich WW valuable were its productions, that, among the Jews, 

lly, whatever poſſeſſed much fertility, wealth, and beauty, 


was called Carmel. This famous mountain. exhibited 
a ſtriking emblem of the Jewiſh church, which was 
often ſpoken of as a fruitful field, having been culti- 
vated under the peculiar direction and care of God 
himſelf, who committed unto them his lively oracles, 
and refreſhed them with the dew of his bleſſing. Hay- 
ing conferred upon them the moſt important privi- 
leges, whereby they were diſtinguiſhed from other 
nations, they brought forth thoſe precious fruits 
which were honourable to God, and ornamental to 
themſelves, Concerning this fruitful field, our 
prophet foretold, that it ſhall be eſteemed as a foreſt, 
which conſiſts of a confuſed irregular multitude of 
trees, deſtitute of order and of fruit. The Jewiſh 
church, deprived of the vigilant care of Jehovah, and 
the ſalutary inſtitutions wherewith they had been long 
favoured, together with the communications of divine 
grace whereby they had been enriched, were to be 
reduced to a wild diſorderly ſtate, in which they were 
not to yield fruit unto God. Devoid of faith in the 
true Meſſiah, and deſerted of God, who, in times paſt, 
had conferred upon them many ſignal. advantages, 
they ſoon became like a widely ſcattered barren foreſt. 
This prediction is of fimilar import with that delivered 
Jon | to 
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to the Jews by Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, Matth. xxi. 13. 
Therefore ſay I unto you, The kingdom of God WM 
© ſhall be taken from you, and given to a nation 
bringing forth the fruits thereof.“ This great event, 
which is conſpicuous to the view of all, bath verified 

the prediction ſo exactly, as to require no illuſtration. 

Take heed then, brethren, leſt, by the abuſe of the 
privileges which you enjoy with the goſpel, and the 

rejection of the compaſſionate Redeemer, you provoke 

the Moſt High to diveſt you of them; and to confer 
them upon thoſe who will be more fruitful, and 
£ more thanhfuall. PT 


. And in that day ſhall the deaf hear the 
words of the book, and the eyes of the blind 
Jhall fee out of obſcurity, and out of darkneſs, "Nl 


The happy conſequences of the Gentiles being called 
into the ck of God, are next foretold in this and 
the following verſes. And in that day; in that re- 

markable ſeaſon, wherein the wonderful revolution 
above predicted, ſhall be accompliſhed, the deaf ball 
Hear the wordt of the book ſo called, by way of emi- 
nence, to intimate its ſuperior excellence to every 
Other book. The book, which contains the viſion of 
all, mentioned. in verſe 11th; the book of the Lord, 
which is required to be ſought out, and read, in 
chap. xxxiv. 16. of this prophecy, is doubtleſs that 
which is here meant. At the time to which this pre- 
diction refers, it was both literally and figuratively 
fulfilled; and, by conſidering its accompliſhment, we 
may aſcertain its true import. Among the many mi- 
Taculous. cures” wrought by Jeſus Chriſt and his 
_ apoſtles, thoſe who were deſtitute of the ſenſe of bear. 
ing, had their ears unſtopped, and were made to hear 
the word of God. The anſwer, therefore, which our 
Lord returned to the inquiry of John the Baptiſt, re- 
ſpecting his being the promiſed Meſſiah, runs thus: 
== Go, and ſhew John again theſe things — 
. | | e 


| 
5 
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© hear and ſee: the blind receive their ſight, and the 
© lame walk; the lepers are cleanſed, and the deaf 
hear; the dead are raiſed up, and the poor have 
© the goſpel preached unto them.“ Theſe were the 
wonderful works which, according to the predictions 
of our prophet, God would perform, when he was to 
come and fave us. Then was this prophecy literally 
accompliſned: and not long after, it was verified in 
2 ſpiritual ſenſe, when thoſe who, having ears, heard 
not, neither did-underſtand, through ignorance, pre 
judice, and carnal affections; were deaf to the gra- 
cious calls of God's providence, word, and Spirit, and 
remained indifferent to his holy commands, his awful 
threatenings, and precious promiſes, had their ears 
opened to the inſtructions of wiſdom. Notwithſtand- 
ing they did not anſwer, when God called upon them; 
though they did not hear, when he ſpake to them in 
the moſt alluring manner ; though they-did not re- 
gard, when God ſtretched out his hands to them, and 
condeſcended to ſay, In returning and reſt ſhall ye 
be ſaved: yet God, in ſovereign mercy, was pleaſed 
to unſtop their ears, to make them attend diligently 
to the things ſpoken concerning ſalvation, to in- 
cline their ears to hearken diligently, and to come 
unto him, that their ſouls might live. In this man- 
— were the deaf made to hear the words of this 
And the eyes of the blind ſhall ſee out of abſcurity,' &c. 
At the ſame time, and in the ſame manner, that the 
preceding article was fulfilled, the one now before us 
received its accompliſhment. Not a few of the blind, 
who were deſtitute of bodily ſight, had their eñes 
opened by Jeſus Chriſt, and his apoſtles, to whom he 
gave power to work this, as well as many other ſtu- 
pendous miracles: Some- inſtances truly aſtomifhing 
re mentioned by the inſpired writers of the New 
Teſtament, by which, with many more paſſed over in 
lence, this prediction was literally fulfilled. Beſides, 
like the former, it receives a ſpiritual * 
| "., - whe 
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and whoſe underſtandings are darkened through the Wl 


Ignorance that is in them, have the eyes of their minds 


opened to fee the light of the knowledge of che glory | ; 
of God, ſhining in the face of Jeſus Chriſt. When Wl 

God opens the ears, he likewiſe opens the eyes of ſin- 
ners, to fee the many wonders contained in his law 
and goſpel, and his glory therein revealed. He diſ. 
pels the clouds of ignorance in which they were in. 
volved: he removes the vail of corrupt prejudices, 
and ſenſual affections, which blinded their eyes: he 
gives them to ſee their need of the Saviour, and to 
diſcern their true intereſt, duty, and happineſs. In 
conſequence whereof, they who were ſpiritually blind, 
and never beheld-any beauty or excellence in divine 
objects, are made to ſee out of that obſcurity and 


_ darkneſs in which they had been enveloped. Being 


made light. in the Lord, they walk 2s children. of 
light; and thus this prediction is fulfilled in its ip 
ritual ſenſe, How wonderful, how important, the 
change foretold in this verſe! The moſt poliſhed na- 
tions in the world, who- cultivated the moſt uſeful 
arts, have difcovered their ignorance and blingneſs, 
with reſpe& to ſpiritual and divine objects. For the 


improvement of language, they invented grammar 


and rhetoric; for the afliſtance of reaſon, they intro- 
duced logic; for ſoothing. the paſſions, they dey 
| Feuer ; for the benefit of ſociety, they framed 
laws; and for removing various bodily. diſtempers, 
they preſcribed remedies; but how to cute their Ipt- 
ritual diſorders, they were totally unacquainted, and 
defective in the extreme. This affecting conſidera- 
tion ought to induce us highly to prize and improve 
that revelation, which contains promiſes of ſuch in- 
eſtimable benefits as theſe we have. now been explain- 
ing. May you who have hitherto been deaf to the 


awful alarms of wrath ſounded from, mount Sinai, 


and the kind invitations. of grace. lent from mount | 
Sion, be made to hear the voice of the Bon of God, 


: 
8.4 


Ven. 19. © PROPHECIES os ISAIAH. _» u 55 
and live! May you who have been blind to the dread- 
ful horrors, and glorious beauties, 'exhibited in this 
book, have your eyes opened to ſee them, that to-day 

you wy ei Fr "OT fulfilled in * 5 


2 
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19 The 80 allo hal teas their joy in 
the Loxb, and the poor 1558 men hall rejoice 
in the holy One of Urael. , „ 


Theſe words point out Hits . 
was to accompany the converſion of the Gentiles. ——. 
The perſons whom our prophet firſt mentions,” are 
the meek. Though every Abele grace be eſſential, in 
ſome meaſure, to the Chriſtian character, there are 
ſome graces which ate in a ſpecial manner requiſite, 
and peculiarly amiable, in the followers'of the Son of 
God. Of this claſs, are thoſe which are intimately 
connected wich the divine attributes, eminemly mani- 
felted in the rede obtained by Jeſus Chriſt ; 
which were wonderfully exemplified in his life and 
death; which are moſt ſuited to the defign he had in 
view to accompliſh, and the endearing relation to 
God to which we are advanced. Among theſe, 
meekneſs holds a. diſtinguiſhed place: and Foy this 
lovely temper, the people of God are frequently de- 
nominated. This remark is ſo obvious to an atten- 
tive reader of the Bible, that it is unneceſſary toad 
duce proofs and illuſtrations. It may be of more in- 
portance here to obſerve, thar the meck have learned 
of Jeſus Chriſt, to be meck and lowly in heart; 8 1 
that this choice fruit of his Spirit Ci overs HEY itſelf *; 
their temper toward God, in their conduct bed - 
their brethren, and their deportment a8 it reſpetts | | 
themſelves. — TT the authority of God expreſſed i in — 
his word, they yield a cheerful ſubmiſſfion and obe- 3 
dience. Digger of themſelves, and fenfible of theiet 
need of divine inſtruction, they diligently ſtudy'to 
learn more and more of the wine be4 God, and . 8 
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tily acquieſce in the intimations he is pleaſed to give 
them of his bleſſed will. Laying apart all lthiveſs . 
and ſuperfluity of naughtineſs, they receige with 
meekneſs, modeſty, and humility, the ingraſted word, 
which is able to fave their ſouls'*. To ihe diſpenſa- W 
tions of his providence, they yield with placid reſig- W 
nation. | Convinced, that the Lord is rightedus in all 
his ways, however adverſe and afflictive they may ap- 


s 


pear for the preſent, they ſubmit, without murmuring 


or fretfulneſs, to whatſoever he is pleaſed to appoint. 
With correſponding. diſpoſitions of mind, they adopt 
the language of the, excellent worthies mentioned in 
ſcripture, ſaying, The Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
taken away; bleſſed be the name of the Lord f. 
The will of the Lord be done .. —IJo their bre. 
thren, even to all men, they meekneſs. Not 
eaſily provoked to raſh anger, to ſevere cenſure, to 
fruitleſs contention, or ſinful revenge, which ruffles 
the temper, and tempts to- retaliate, they patiently 
bear the indignities and injuries that are done to them. 
In all their tranſactions, they avoid, with caution, giv- 
ing juſt ground of offence to perſons of any deſcrip- 
tion; and carefully endeavour, upon all occaſions, to 
repreſs the riſings of reſentment. +. When required to 
give a reaſon. of the faith and hope that is in them, 
1 they do it with meekneſs and fear; when ealled to 
inſtruct thoſe who oppoſe themſelves, they act in the 
ſame manner, if peradventure God will give them re- 
pentance, to the acknowledgment of 'the-truth—— 
With reſpe& to themſelves, meekneſs teaches them, 
the important leſſons of moderating their deſires, of 
ruling their ſpirits, ; and ſubduing their paſhons, ac- 
cording to the precepts. contained in the word of 
God, It diſpoſes to the humble ſelf-denied perform- 
ance of. the various. duties incumbent upon them, m 
their ſeveral ſtations and relations, that, in all lowli- 
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Shall joy inthe Dip Joyi ns aliens — 
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heart, and 
rates the: ihe, 
Ter are TT 2 the WW 1 72 = Ar] 
ariſes from pe or the enjoyment. 

things of this world; the other, which is heayenly, 
reſu ts from the e awe ipt 
eternal bleſſin Tie former is Aae 68 ul a» 
are the poſt eats who! way of 
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lar to thoſe who * with. RN POR | 
Adam, the Lord from heaven; and proces From 

celeſtial objects ſuited to our renovated powers. The 
former is extremely precarious ahd:fliort-lived/-* The 
latter is ſublime, permanent, ſatisfying, and es 
ing. The former 2 not be altogether n 
for it is written; The meek ſhall inherit the 5 
and it is highly becoming, that they rejoicb in that * 
inheritance; whieh is the f of our heavenly Father. 
The latter, however, is chiefly intended, even that Ta: © 
cred joy, which is the fruit of the Spitit; that e 
from peace with God chrough the Lord Jeſus — 47 
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b 
in the Lord je 
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pledged in his premiſes His ſacred” name'is there 2 

fore frequently prefimed im ſcripture; to thie-actcount * 

BAL the works that he hath done, to the prece; 
de hath elec Wheat” | 
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delight in the ways- of his commandments, the 1 75 
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have a ſpecial reference to him. The meek ſhall 
joy in the glorious perfectionz, and univerſal domi- 
nion of Jehovah the Father, who ig their all-ſofficient 


portion, the eternal ſource from whence they derive WM 


temporal, ſpiritual, and eternal bleſſings, They ſhalt 
rejoice in the eſſential glory, the profound -humilia- 
tion, the divine doctrines, and perfe& atonement of 
Jehovah the Son, in his compfete victory obtained 
over their enemies, and his high exaltation' to the 
right hand of the eternal majeſty. They ſhall joy in 
Jehovah the Holy Ghoſt, as their Sanctifier, Guide, 
and Comforter, who ſubdues their iniquities, who re- 
news their natures, who leads them unto all truth, 

_ Who ſtrengthens them with all might, and adminiſters 


to them conſolation in all their diſtreſſes. Accord - 


ing to the prediction before sk 
_ The meth ſhall increaſe their joy in the Lord. When 


the goſpel of God'comes unto men with power, and 
furniſhes them with a meek and quiet ſpirit,” they 


never fail to experience ſome degree of joy. Accord- | 


ingly we read, in the Acts of the Apoſtles, that thoſe 
who ware added unto the church, 55 ly received _ 
word, that contains good tidings of great joy. It is 
ecorded, in the ne WT of oh converſion of 
1 that, after our Lord called him, he came 
down, and received him joyfully, In che hiſtory of 
the jailer's converſion, it is ſaid; that he rejoiced, be- 


lieving in God with all his houſe. Theſe remarks I 


perfectly accord with what our Lord hath affirmed, 
that when a man hath found the treaſure hid in a 
meant), for joy thereof, he goeth and ſeſleth all that 
he hath, and buyeth that field. This joy, however, 1s 
__ comparatively little at its commencement, in 1 


of what it afterward gradually advances to. The Joy 


| attained by the meek of the earth, is progreſſive; r 
though in the beginning it be ſmall, yet in the 2 
end it ſhall greatly increaſe, znd be like ibe path of 


Es 


made; and ſubjoined to thoſe devout afſeRions which 


field Ny which ſimilitude the kingdom of heaven is 
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the juſt, which ſhineth more and more unto the per- 
fect day. In the New Teſtament therefore, where the” 
promiſes recorded in the Old, are often improved for 
direction in duty, the ſaints are required to grow in 
grace, to increaſe more and more in all the fruits of 
righteouſneſs ; of which, joy is one happy effect. In 
obedience to ſuch pracepts, they go from one degree 
of grace and ſtrength unto another, until they arrive 
* God, perfect in Zion; and in proportion aas 
they make progrels in other graces and duties, their 
joy in the Lord increaſes,... As they grow in ſubjec- — 
tion to the divine authority, in reſignation to the di- 
vine diſpoſals, in bearing provocations from men, and 
in regulating their temper by the word of God, their 
joy in the Lord, as here promiſed, ſhall be progreſ- 
fively augmented, until it become joy unſpeakable, 
and full of glory. FE IE ͤ Ra Tec, 

And the poor among men ſhall rejoice in the holy One 
of Iſrael. Man being e of ſoul and body, 
he may be ſaid to be rich or poor, in reference to | 
either his bodily or ſpiritual 8 | 0 c. out- 
wardl r. reſpecting things that relate to this pre- 
lent life. wh he hath no more than barely anfwers 
his temporal neceſſities, and is in great meaſure.deſti- 


tute of means requiſite to ſupply his wants. "This „ 

claſs of people, to whom our Lord faith, the goſpel ies 

preached, are not here chiefly intended; for many of — 

them, in the midſt of their poverty, have proud and — 

ſtubborn hearts, altogether unprepared for rejoicing 

in the holy One, of Ifrael. The perſons whom ur 

prophet had pringipaliy in view, are the ſpiritually 
{enſible of their inward neceſſi- 


poor, who are dee ſenſible © ae 
nes, and their need of the true riches; who are im- 


TI'S ba 


portunate with, God, and diligent in the uſe.of aþ- 


92 


3 : | 0 ] . 4 3 
pointed means, 1525 their wants reliexed. 5 few. 
words, they are the meek, the humble and le iy in 

. 14 „ BFH 71 1; 3.265 & $7 
heart, the ſelf-denied, . who conſtantly. depend upon - 
God for all_that they enjoy, and hope t receive. | 

x 1s ſimilar to the one mentioned | 
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But as this char 
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in the preceding article, it is unneceſſary to enlarge. — 
Nr of hs Alta it is foretold, 
rejoice in the ne al, Though 
the form of expreſſion be varied, —— in whom 
the poor among men rejoice, is the ſame Lord, in 
| whom the meek place their chiefeſt joy. Notwith- 
| ſtanding that in the eternal Godhead, ſubkilts, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, yet theſe aan 
are One, the holy One of Iſrael; who inſtructed that 
e, that the Lord their God is one Lord “. He is 
| oo ly holy, the living ſource and pattern of all the 
olineſs 'poſlefled | his people, in every age of the 
world; and therefore he juſtly merits this deſigna- 
tion.——Havit ſpoken of the character here aſerib- 
ed to God, when n from chap. xii. of this 
prophecy, I ſhall conclude the 5 5 — of this 
verſe, by requeſting, that you endeavour to acquire 
thefe amiable tempers of meekneſs and poverty of 
ſpirit. For this purpoſe, cautiouſly. avoid every thing 


Inconſiſtent with theſe lovely diſpoſitions. Diligently 


improve every mean, whereby they may be attained 
and improved. As theſe Airing graces are fruits of 
the Spirit, and the effects of his bleſſed operation, 
continue inſtant in prayer to the God of all grace, 
that he may beautify you with theſe amiable. tempers. 
Frequently contemplate'their powerful influence, ex- 
hibited in the life and ſufferings of Jeſus Chriſt, untit | 
you learn of him, to be week aud lowly i in heart. 
Then may you ho ops 8 my Jes ol in 
judgment, and teach you his way; that you in- 
bert the earth, and | be preſerved in the undiſturbed 

fleflion of your inheritance; that, the kingdom of 
fk ven ſhall be your portion; and 1 70 e 
| creaſe your joy in the Lord.. olds e 


20 For the terrible one 10 wett to hes 
andthe ſcorner is conſumed, . all that 
for N are cut off. 


1 * 8s Deut. . 


het 5 0. to. . e 
goſpel; the pun t oft 
+ whom he particularly Acer bes 
terrible one is brought to-nought. Men « Fug 


terrible to thoſe wha dread. their po er, and ape 
afraid of becoming a prey to them. Ihg Chaldeans, - 
| who were'a ſtrong martial people, are deſcribed, by 
the prophet Habakkuk;: as à terrible nation. By the 
terrible one, may be here meant, the fierce and 
haughty 8 of the diſciples of Jeſus Chi: 
ſuch as $ {4 Agrippa. and others, who ſtretehek 
forth their hands to vex the church. Au lere 
it conſt med. The ſcorner may denote, the. pr 
and arrogant, who cauſe ſtrife and contention ; 5 9 
make a mock of ſin, and the threatenings denounced 
againſt tranſgreſſors; who deride and contemn the 
word and 1 of God. Of this ſort, were thoſe. 
blaſphemous ſcoffers, who traduced the apoſtles of 
Jeſus Chriſt, when filled with the Spirit, as drunk with | 
new wine, and ridiculed the doarines which th 
taught. And all that watch for iniquity are, cut, 
Such were the Scribes and. Phariſees, the chief prie 
and elders of the Jewiſh people; among whom. were 
Annas and Caiaphas, Who conſulted together bow 
they might take Jeſus by ſubtilty, and kill him “. 
Such alſo were thoſe who convened: early and late, ; 
and with the utmoſt vigilance waited. for an oppoxtu- 
_ that they might get him emma tp] the pu- 
niſhment of the craſs Concerning perſons of the 
above deſcriptions, it is affirmed, They are. brought. 1 
nought—they are tonſumed—they are cut off, The ex- 
preſſions, which are of ſimilar import, ,are all j in the 
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neſs, the extent, and certain approach af the ener 
cents, which were e in their, f av 
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nical, rapacious, and 'cruel, appear 3 and 


_ Preſent tenſe, and. diverſified, to intimate the great. 
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21 That make a man an' offender for a word, 
and lay a ſnare for him that reproveth in the 
gate, and turn aſide the juſt for a thing of 


I be ſudject introduced'in the preceding verſe; is 

here amplified and illuſtrated. =—TFhe. perſons of 
whom the prophet ſpeaks, were thoſe that make a 
man an offender for a word. Inſtigated by hatred, 
_ envy, and other malevolent diſpoſitions, they watch- 
ed for opportunities of accuſing à man, however 
good and righteous, - under the lighteſt pretence, 
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even for the ſmalleſt unguarded expreffion, that, if 


poſſible, it might be made the ground of his con- 
demnation. Such were the perſecptors of Stephen; 
who, when they were not able to reſiſt the wiſdom 
and the ſpirit by which he fpake, ſuborned men 
who faid, We have heard him ſpeak blaſphemous 
words againſt Moſes, and againſt God. After which, 
they thruſt him out of the city, and ſtoned him to 
death“. And lay a ſnare for him that roproveth in 
the gate. The gate of the city was the place, in an- 
cient times, where thoſe who were inveſted with au- 
thority, diſpenſed” judgment and juſtice among the 
people, and where the ſervants of God reproved and 
inſtructed them. For perſons eſpecially of this laſt 
character, the men of whom our prophet ſpeaks, laid 
ſnares, that they might entangle and apprehend them, 
as dangerous members of ſociety, and obnoxious to 
men in power. Such were the violent men from 
whom the prophet David requeſted, that he might de 
kept; who, he ſays, purpoſed to overthrow his go- 
ings, ſpread a net for him by the way-ſide, and ſet 
gins . Such were the infidious Phariſees and Sad- 
Jockel who perſecuted the apoſtle Paul, formed a 
conſpiracy againſt his life, and bound themſelves un- 
der a curſe, that they would neither eat nor drink 


til they had killed him Jud turn afide the i 


Is | 


means, to turn aſide holy and upright men from 
the good ways of the Lord: they repreſented them in 
an odious light, and tried to-pervert their righteous 
cauſe. This conduct received conſiderable aggrava- 
tion from its ſerving no valuable pyxpoſe, and being 
attended with no real advantage i thoſe who were 


for a thing of nought. , They endeavoured, by various 


thus employed. Of this deſcription, were the violent 


treacherous perſons among the Jews, who pleaſed not 
God, and were contrary to all men; who ited 
not only their own 2 but likewiſe Jeſus Chriſt, 
and his holy apoſtles. - Theſe, all theſe dangerous 
enemies of the church of Chriſt, were brought. to 
nought, - conſumed, and cut off, according to this 
prediction, at the period wherein the Romans over» 
turned the Jewiſh-church and ſtate Learn then 
the certain deſolation and overthrow of the enemies 

of God's people, who, by. various ways, endeavour ' 

to annoy and perſecute them. Upon thoſe who ob- 

ſtinately perſiſt in ſuch criminal conduct, God, in 
righteouſneſs, will execute the puniſhment here de- 
nounced. Notwithſtanding he fent his Son to die 
for us, while we were yet enemies, yet thoſe who re- 
fuſe to believe in him, who contemn and reject him, 
ſhall ſurely periſh. | His abuſed goodneſs will cauſe 
his wrath to burn, and his incorrigible adverſaries 
ſhall be made to feel his righteous vengeance. 


22 Therefore thus ſaith the Lonxp, who re- 
deemed Abraham, concerning the houſe of Ja- 
cob, Jacob ſhall not now be aſhamed, neither 
ſhall his face now wax pale. 

Another conſequence which was to reſult fram the 
calling of the Gentiles, to participate in the benefits 
of divine grace, is predicted in this and the two fol- 


* 7 Acts xxili. 6. et ſeg· 5 lowin 
| owing 


ritual Iſrael, in whom the image of the patriarch 
cob was 98 forth. 3 — 


importance, commonly begins with ſoine ſolemn p 
face, ſuited to the topic of diſcourſe.” This remar 


verified in the vgrſe before us, where the. —— 
hecy we are now 9238 com- 
bur 
brought 
im forth from Ur, of the Chaldees, from among an 
|  idolatrous people, and conſerred upon. 


dranch of the p 
mences with theſe emphatical words: 
5 faith the Lord, ꝛubo redeemed \ Abraham: - 


.T 


him many im- 

portant benefits. | He reſcued et out of the hands 
olf his ſpiritual enemies; he delivered him from 

curſe of 15 law; he bleſſed bim, and made him a 

10 e di 

of the Father the faithful, and the Friend of God. 

As the meck and poor àmong men, converted to the 


faith of Jeſus Chriſt; were to be conducted, under 


the ſpecial care of divine provi out of the land 
of Judea, that they might — divine lamp of 
the goſpel unto all nations, that the promiſes 
Abraham might be acco 

propriety that God is here deſi gn 
of that renowned patriarch.—— The 


ants, many of whom had Juſt cauſe to be. aſhamed ; 
but to his ſpiritual--poſterity, 
eminently poſſeſſed of the Pint of grace and ſupplica- 
cation who were Iſraelites indeed, in 


bleſſing, and righte 
This houſe. was com 


wardly, 
the ſpirit, and not in the lettet; whoſe ptaiſe is not 
of men, but of God. n Sep eckl 


* , 


of thoſe who. were Jews in. 


| 3 IE; Ns en my 


„when he 
introduces any new ſubject, of peculiar excellence and 


from the 
ified him with the honourable name 


made to 
„ it is witch peculiar | 
ed, the Redeemer 
prediction itſelf 


relates to the houſe of Jacob: not his natural deſcend. · 
who, like Him, were 


whom there 


was no guile; the generation of them that ſeek the 
face of the God of Jacob, who receive from him the | 
couſneſs from the God of ſalvation. 3 


. whoſe circumciſion. is that of the heart, in 
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| At the period to which this prediction re- 
nk re fpiritual children were not to have any 


raſon to be aſhamed or afraid. Shame commonly 
e it of its vivid colour, 

d makes it e expreſſion may import, 
that the cauſes which had formerly g to thelr - | 
diſgrace and and had excited many anxious 
fears, were to be removed. Delivered from thoſe - 
uneaſy circumſtances- which contributed to--diſtreſs 
den, and-raiſed ſuperiot to their enemies, they were 
not to be-confounded by un tments, 


might meet with. In the exerciſe of humble 
dence, and holy fortitude, they were to be dilig 

and ſucceſafully employed in the ſervice of . 
Happy ſtate! "Shame and fear enſeedle the zee 
powers of the mind, and chinder the vi ' whores Com 
formance of any arduous: con- 
fidence and courage, in 1 
| Chriſt, W 1 


| vou 
— increpidity 1 — eee avoid . 
. that ee — uieaſy. p- 1 
and tear. ASE "bp | e 3 x 


wg | oat 


23 But When = ſeeth 145 . the * 
of mine hands in the midſt of 2 Gay” ſhall 
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lanctify my name, and ſanctify the us of 
Jacob, and ſhall fear the God of Hra . i 
The agreeable event.is here foretold, ata en 
off all the occaſior)s- of reproach and wich, 


in other periods, bad beck ſtrongly felt by the church 
of God. he perſon of whom our prophet hone” 
s Jacob, who. xepreſented his ſpiritual poſterity, that 
relemble him in {ſpirit and practice; and in whom he 
may be ſaid to le, as parents do in their children. 
Vor. II. AM | The 

| | 


A 


expected 
nor intimidated. by the oppoſition or — | 


vas 23. - PROPHECIES: OO „„ 
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The children, whom he ſeeth in the midſt of him, or 
| 1 hy Ou, are diſcriminated from all other people 


of the words, he regenerates them by his grace, and 
This 


the people of God, who axe all righteous; concerning 
| „be God thus ſpeaks, © They are the branch of my 


© rified*.” From all which, we learn, that the per- 
ſons whom Jacob was to ſee in the midſt of him, are 
His ſpiritual offspring, converts to God from among 
the Gentiles, Who were to be admitted into the 
church of God, that the ry might participate in the di- 


: beholdin this Jelighiful fight, they ſhall ſanttif 
' ame. ſhall maintain a reverential 'awe 
divine 4 
characters and divine excellencies; ay 
: proach him, in his ordinances, with ſuitable holy It 
"poſitions of ſoul; they ſhall humbly ſubmit to the dif 


with fidelity and diligence. With elevated apprehen- 
ſions of his glory, — ſhall celebrate his attributes, 
diſplayed in, the wonderful work of man's redem̃ption 
by his own Son, and the no = {ang ne of 
| their renovation” in 1s of the ho + wp 


converſation; and ex oth the lente that 21 3 

S 1 the puri of 5 Ya; 

their Ver de, In andtify ac 
1 ll. He bo 
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1 peculiar benefit, whereby. God renews them 
er u kg image, and forms them for his glory. That 
they may come under this deſeription in * full ſenſe! 


creates them in Chriſt: Jeſus unto good works. 


conſtitutes an eſſential ingredient in the c of 


© planting the work of my hands, that I may be rd 


ſtinguiſhing privileg es of his pecüllar p or 


a profound reſpect for his 85 


penſations of his providence, and perform his ſervice 


They ſhall honour him by a 74 belly and w 
his bans, py the the dae of 


"who hath: richly manifeſt ineſs, in 
his works, and in his word; To who 6 2 ſer 2 * 
apart for . himſelf, that they A Gd of 

2 A0 ſhall Jer. the” e "Th 


Tan. 24. Morse or ISAIAH, CY | 


tall revere his 1 they ſhall dere bi good- / 
neſs, dread his di — pf admire the edits." 
his grace. On theſe topics I ſhall not rok oe Pt 


th vently. recur in our progreſs thr 
00 Ao. Such were the bleſſed effects whi 
h reſult from the great increaſe of the ſpiritual chil. 
dren of Jacob, at ; the time, to; Gags hs e 
looked forward. ah 


24 They as PL] es; in Hirt mal come | 
to 1 and been that purmured pn 


be 82 event above predicted, was the converſion 
1 of error and ſuperſtition, who oppoſed - - 
by falſe and deluſive reaſoninga. They 
40 Py TEES in ſpirit, &c. who formed wrong ap- 
prehenſions concerning the perfections, the provi- 
dence, and ways of God; were to have their miſtakes 
reftified reſpeR honing, important objects. They 
vere to be inſtructed in the great myſteries of godli- 
neſs, and to become acquainted with the principles of 
rue wiſdom and ſound underſtanding 4nd they 
that murmured, Ke. Thoſe who, under various pre- 
texts, indulged in corrupt udices | againſt the 
ruth, and endeavoured, by evil urmiſes, to pop ers 
its progreſs, and 5 1g its influence, were to learn 
the ſalutary do&vines of the goſpel, which make wiſe 
unto ſalvation 3. and, from the heart, to believe and | 
obey them.— ach are the illuſtrious effects which, 


according to this prophecy, were to attend the con 
verſion of the Gentiles, . received 4 aal — 
compliſnment Sg penebe age of the church, and 


ſhall hereafter} be "more | fully verified. - "Philoſophers 
and pretenders to ng, who, after ſpeculating . | 
upon various. ſub} jelts,. ually roved infidels. and 
ſcepties, were he abr chiefly oppoſed: the doc- 
155 of the  golpel 5, n not a few 2 them, have 
2 ing 
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ans admirable effect which 5 was to ee : 
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ing experienced its power, embraced Chriſtiani „and 
became ſtriking inſtances of Lag of Go over | 
error. The genuine poſterit of Hrael, thoſe who 
were Iſraelites indeed, beheld theſe wonderful con- 
queſts at the commencement of the Neu. Teſtament 
diſpenſation; and having diveſted theniſelves of the 
ſhame and ſorrow which they felt, on ſeeing the de- 
generate progen "a: of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, they 
rejoiced at the-glorious ſucceſs of the golpel, and the 
Increaſe of the ſpiritual-poſterity of the Father of the 
/ —_— Let us conſider the fulfilment which this 
a + ecy hath already received, as the ſure pledge of 
| ture completion: and let us rejoice and be glad, 
4n the pleaſing ei Moe me of the numerous acceſſion 
which tall he er be made to the church of God; 
when he ſhall ſay to the north, Give up; and to the 
ſouth, Keep not back; bring my Tons from far, and 
. © my: daughters from the ends of che earth; even 
every one that is called by my name: for bee 
8 enn him for my glory . | 
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declaims agai 


og EET 

kam, e in." Hs ee the wang 
Egypt, againſt Aſſyria. He foretels the us y 
conſequences of that meaſure, the future fortunes'of 


mies, of which a remarkable inſtance and pledge was: 
to be exhibited in the overthrow of the Aﬀﬀyrian- 
who deſpiſed the divine protection and direction, and 
turned their attention to Egypt, whoſe favour and 
aſſiſtance they ſupplicated by ambaſſadors and pre- 
ſents, that the project e eee. ſnould not be 
accompanied with the wiſhed · for ſucceſs: on the con- 
trary, it would expoſe its abettors to ſhame, reproach, 
and certain deſtruction. He informs them, that God, 
who is jealous' of his glory, would not grant them 
deliverance, until, by true repentance, they peni- 
tently returned to him, humbly implored his aſſiſt- 
ance, and repoſed their confidence in him alone; and 
that then he would not only defend them from ene- 
mies, but enrich them with temporal and ſpiritual 
bleſſings. He acquaints them alſo, that the Almighty 
was about to give an illuſtrious diſplay, of his power 
and righteouſneſs, by deſtroying the forces of the 
haughty Aſſyrian monarch; From this ſhort view 
ol the ſubject, it is eaſy to ſee, that this diſcourſe, 
like thoſe which we have already conſidered, was in- 
tended to reprove, to inſtruct, to comfort and amend. _. 
Our prophet, who obſerved defection from God 
ſpring up, not only among the Ephraimites, but like- 
wile among the Jews, great part of whom were ad-. 
utted to hypocriſy, infidelity, and EL ct mer 
7 e „ EE es Se --. 


the church, and their deliverance from pow 
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646 PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.. - 
ſervice of Jehovah, like a faithful miniſter of God, 
_ proclaimed war againſt theſe and other vices: he 
boldly attacked the crimes they come; be com- 
dated their incredulity ; he laid their hypocriſy 
and ſecret wicked devices, in or r to reach convic- 
tion to their conſciences, to reclaim them from fin, 
and bring them to true repentance. - II, after” all his 
efforts, united with thoſe of his colleagues in office, 
ker here perliſted in their tranſgreſſions, their 
| ty might . in the accompliſhment of bis 
; predicions, a ſubſtantial proof, that a prophet of the 
Lord had among them, and. that their deftruc- 
tion was of themſelves.———This diſcourſe, which. is 
n of two aan the former being intended for 
eproof, and the for 8 18 arrang 1 
_ he followin order. The prophet. be | 
YToving the Ephraimites, for Telling nce _ 
gypt, and foretels the unhappy ine of that fooliſh 
project, ver. 1. He then adminiſters a ſharp re- 
proof to the 2 of Judah, who, at that time, fa- 
voured the ſcheme adopted by their. brethren, 
denounces the judgments of God againſt both 
dome, ver. 8.—18. The condolatory part of the dil- | 
courſe commences with an enumeration of the benefits 
| 10 be conferred upon the church, after the . 
deliverance, ver. 19.—26. It concludes, with the 
awful judgment which was to be inflicted upon the 
Aſſyrians, and the terrible conſequences where with it 
Hould be attended. e ptophecy recorded in 


this chapter, was probably f in the ſecond or 
third year of Hezekiab's reign, about the time that 
Hoſhea, the laſt king of the Ephraimites, ſent mn oy 
daſſy into Egypt, with a.yiew.to form an 
that kingdom, and to bplore. aſſiſtance 5 

maneſer, king of Aſſyria, a 1 
e as n en 


inſt whom he 
Iings en ban 
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0 to [this rebellious '« . 
W ond, that take counſel, bot not er Fo RE 
and that cover with a covering, but not of my et 
ſpirit, that they may add fin to ſin. 5 


God, the) het, begins this diſcoun , by re- 
Lek nf ot oe rb 5 
aſking A e from Egypt; a circumſtance which 
forms che baſis of the following prophet de 5 
wo denounced the perſons deſc in this 
and the next verſe, may be conſidered as including 
all thoſe complicated calamities which demonſtrate 
the divine indignation againſt ſin; and which are in- 
on upon the obſtinate tranſgteſſors of the law of 
o claim the higheſt attention to theſe'aw- _ 
ful ge miſeries, the ſolemn words are uſed, OD 
Saith the Lord. The people upon whom this wo is. 
pronounced, are. the rebellious Children. The Moſt 5 
High had conferred upon them many im pri- . 
— : he had di ed them with the honourable ; 
character of his children, whom he had nouriſhed'and 
brought up; he had condeſcended' to inſtruct them; 
he had aki them under his gracious protection; be 
had liberally ſupplied their neceſſities; and thus were 
they laid under the obligations | to | 'honour 
and obey N Notwith thitanding all this profuſion of 
kindneſs, th ey proved. rebellious. © They withheld . 
from him tit eſteem, reverence, and TubjeQion,' he 
which he claimed” as his un queſtionable right: ouhy  - 
burſt aſunder " bands bands Nes ereby he had c l 5 
them with Hint eee 1 
covering their er practical contempt of his Bored . * | 
authority, and the perverſity of their diſpoſition,” 
applying for aſſiſtance to Egypt rather than to God, > eg IG 
who; for many ages, had been their Protector and © 
Guar n bs friends, 'of every thay, : „ 
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whereby you may incur this odious character, and 
expoſe yourſelves to miſery and whe. Entertain high 


and honourable thoughts. of your heavenly Father; 
cordially ſubmit to his 1 laws and. diſpenſs. 


tions; and place unſhaken confidence in his wiſdom, 


power, and faithfulneſs; who will Not. caſt off his 


people, nor forſake his inheritance... 


That. take counſel, but. noi of me, 7 Thee bel. 


| lious children did not act raſhiy and . 
but proſecuted with coolneſs the — whach they 


formed, after mature deliberation. and, gomſultation 


with thoſe whoſe opinion they valued. God how- 
eres wth 10 ARE to them à Father and à Friend, 
they acknow not, in ex b 

kung ſtood-in abfolute 2 honghe 1g —_ 

| They could -n6t be ignorant, 5 ing Ge 

from Egypt, and forming alliance with. ple, 

from whole power they had been * y deli- 


vered, by the ſtretehed - out arm of Jehovah, muſt 


have been exceedingly offenſive to him. Conſcious 


that they were adopting: meaſures which God highly 
| Uy roved, they. declined . to conſult him on this 


ccaſion, and followed the dictates of their own cor- 
5 minds. Thus they rejected his counſel; they 
contemned his authority, diſregarded his providence, 
and preſumptuouſly preferred human counſel and aſ- 
ſiſtance to divine direction and defence. 


of our own ignorance, ER and folly; and our 
and con- 


inability to direct dur 3 

dition in life, let us a owledge God. in all our 
ways, and entteat that he will guide us by his coun- 
ſel. Let us beſeech him ta preſerve us: from. the 
ways of ſin, and to cogluct W ppatne ot right 
teouſneſs, for his name lake. 

And that cover with a coveriviee. ut not of i my Hint, 
Kc. A covering is uſed 40. ſcreen from the ſtorm, to 
defend from danger, to preſerve from ſhame and con- 
fuſion of face. The people of Ephraim beheld the 


Hou kong around tems ; danger _ _ | 
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in the face, whilſt they « dr. 1 hes 


grace and omen In this 
boked out for alliſtaice. and pro 
deliberating for ſome time, they fixed upon 
OT to be their defence; and under jt 
LS rpoſed to take refuge. 

& no! bie Sat. or: his Se he roph 
lowed or directed them to uſe it; on 


they were 5 W n 
to Egypt for aid Ns 
danger and Altre, N | 
ill fated meaſure. 1 | they might 
laſtead of ty to. the 


E 


nr xv ce W a 


God's ſpi 
of AT 
evil, Think not, at nth N 
the righteous judgment o of God, 9 4 
under the covering of 
proceeds not from inward. 8 7 8 | 
from acts of piety and devotion, that are not. accom-!/ 


_* 
* 


nity. Think not 2 find refs e in eſuropty us hop, 
of divine mercy, if ou pert 55 Sh ufin, 
it; or under a cloz Rar ea 2D 
wainſt thoſe: h * ou, whilſt you remain 
indifferent to perſon; Endeavour to 

ith that complete — — which God hath, provi 

ea, and to have it effeQually applied to you oy bis 
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panied with the exerciſe of juſtice, mercy,; and . 75 
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have not aſked at my mouth), to 8 


themſelves in the ſtrength of Pharach, a to i 
truſt j in the ſhadow of Egypt, # 8 3 WM 


| Theſe words deſctibe more carticabitty; the fine: com- 


Wer by the rebellious children, againſt whom miſery 


Y 


and wo were denounced in the preceding verſe. Not- 


withſtanding the oppreſſion and bondage which their 
- forefathers ſuſtained in the land of Egypt, from which 

they were wonderfully reſcued by the omnipotent arm 
of Jehovah, many of them, at different times, ex- 
preſſed defires of returning thither. Such was their 
confidence in an arm of fleth, and ſuch their. fooliſh Ii 
attachment to the Egyptians, that, on ſeveral occa- 
Hons, , and ' particularly on the 1 emergency, 


they had recourſe to them for ace. They ſent 


ambaſſadors to the king of Egypt, requeſting his aid 


againſt the 3 te who came and beſieged Samaria 


three years. The meſſengers who were diſpatched 


on that buſineſs, acting as the repreſentatives of the 
: ML omni that people are ſaid to have gone down 
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2 That walk to go down into Egypt t (an d 3 


a — 


of this embaſſy is thus ex- 


to fog he deſign 
To ftrengthen. beate, in the ftrength of 


Pharaoh. Pharach, you know, was, in ancient times, 


the name of the kings of Egypt; whoſe ſtrength'con- 
- fiſted in their riches,” their military forces, and parti- 


cularly their cavalry, which, at this period, were re- 


nowned for their excellence, as well as their 1 75 


bers. And to truſt in the ſhadow of ER. I 


a expreſſion may probably allude to the ſituation of in 
Country, which is fortified by nature, on the north 
and ſouth, by two extenſive ridges of mountains, 


whoſe ſhade reached a conſiderable way. over. the 


valley- grounds; and therefore it was called, the land 
ſhadowing with wings. The ſhadow of ag 1 2 


more "ws che protection and defence. 
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ingdom, and upon which they depended for ſafety 


of the verſe; , + 
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nicate their ſentiments to one another by means of 
words, which proceed from the mouth, ſo to aſk at 
one's mouth, is to aſk his opinion or advice. The re- 
bellious children, whoſe pervexſe diſpoſition is here 


conſult his word, that they mi ht learn, if he ap- 


and if he would be pleaſed to accompany this 
meaſure with his bleſſing. This roses, ubich Was 
mined to carry into execution; and, on that account, 


graciouſly promiſed to be their defence from all their 


crime, deſerving ſevere rebuke, to abandon their 
hopes of divine protection, and to ſeek aid from thoſe 


After that people refuſe to own their dependence 
upon God, and abuſe the benefits they have received, 
they are juſtly withheld, and they are allowed to 
follow their infatuated counlels. Inſtead therefore of 
being ſurpriſed, when we obſerve men adapting mea- 
ſures that are imprudent and fooliſh, we ought rather 
to'be humbled for their ſin, of not ky 
God, which probably gave occaſion to ſuch a di 

of folly.” - The directian 
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ple of Ephraim expected to receive from h 


from the Aſſyrians. The peculiar aggravation. 
which attended this conduct, is ſtated in the middle 


And have not aſted at my mouth. As men commu- 


repreſented, did not inquire: of God's ſervants, nor 


proved of their application to Egypt for afliſtance, 


of their own deviſing, at all events they were deter - 
they are ſharply reproved and threatened. God had 


enemies, if they would truſt in him, and renounce 
every other confidence. It was therefore a heinous 


who had oppreſſed and allied ther e | 


owledging 
re cecalion to ſuch þ diſplay | 
d which the all. wiſe God is 
pleaſed to afford to thoſe who aſk, and thankfully ac- 
cept of his counſel, is altogether unmerited ; and thoſe 
who flight and contemn it, cannot juſtly, expect any 
thing elſe than ſhame and diſappointment. If any 

* of you lack wiſdom, let him aſk it of God, ,who - . 
| | 5 e . 
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4 your ſhame, and the truſt in the ſhadow 1 


Fforetels the miſerable 
from the confederacy 
Formed with the bn, 


very powerful monar 


fore us, as to require little explanation: but the im- 
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their boaſted ſtrength, and enpected proteRtion, wer 
to terminate in Intmenit and co 


646 God.“ 3. 
confounded: all of them ſhall: go to confuſion doge· 


ment and ſorrow, than - truſt in the creature for 
ſafety and aſſiſtance, as is abuhidantly evident from 
many paſſages of ſcripture, and particularly the one 

nao under our canſide raten. Put not then your truſt 


help. Truſt in that v Rp who alone, who is 
able to aſſiſt and fave you. 
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which they p 
raohs, who were kings 


ceeding ——— into yr feld of ba 


* 
Ephraimites, who fooliſhly truſted in thiim For de- 
fence. This is 1 b 5 expreſſed in the words be- 


portant truth they contain, we need much, if F miſtake 
not, to have impreſſed upon our minds. Curſed 
< is the man that truſteth in man, and maketh nem 

< his arm, whoſe heart departeth from the Lord his 
They that truſt in the „or in the 

wealth and power of other men, ſhall be Cates 'and 


ther. There is not a more certain way to difapponit- 


in princes, nor in the ſon of man, in whom there is no 


ly wholly ho 


duct of his infinite wi Hom, the — of his 
9 8 arm, the riches of his cy, 


* James 5. 


Then adopt 
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as his princes were at oa, 1 
raladors came-to Hanes. 


m «of Milo": 
their arrival in Egypt, found the ſtate affairs in chat 
kingdom extremely adverſe to the deſign of their em 
baſly ; and ſoon perceived, that the buſineſs they were 
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didion,” at Zoan; which was ancientiy a'celebrated 
city in Lower Egypt, where the kings-of Egypt WE. 
their refidence, and kept their court with great mag- . 
nificence, The other city, called Hanes, where the 
ambaſſadors arrived, is not mentioned by this name 
at leaſt, in any other 2 eee. that I Kno. on 
Commentators differ why pa concerning it: but as 
it is of no great moment jou robe equine wth 
their conjectures, I ſhall not trouble you with a detailof 

them. Dr. Lowth, in a Note upon is verſe; obſerves; 
that fix Manuſcripts read the Hebrew word wich 
ſignifies in vain, This tranſlation gives a good: ſents” - 
to the paſſage, and may probably be the true reading; 
which denotes, not that the perſons intruſted with th 
embaſſy from Ephraim, came to the city Hanes, —4 
that they came to Loan in vain, ſinding that od 
not be mi with een yr 277 800 oh 


5 They. 2 5 all aſhamed of people that: 
could not profit them, nor be an ak nor | 


Ni 
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ſent to negotiate, would not be attended with deft + 
ſucceſs. - The, princes, or _ men, diſpatched by 
the Iſraelitiſh monarch, arrived „According to4his pre. . 
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This verſe expreſſes, in ſtrong terms, the igno - 
miny and dif; which accompanied: this. fruitleſs 
negotiation with Egypt.——After\ meeting probably 
with a cold reception from Pharaoh and his cour. Wl 
tiers, the requeſt of aſſiſtance, made hy the ambaſſa- 
dors of the Iraelites, was either plainly refuſed, for 
reaſons I pretend not to explain; or they might be 
informed, that troops ſufficient for their relief, could 
not be marched into their country ſo ſoon as the 
_ withed ; or that they had reaſon to ſuſpect, that the 
forces they might ſend to their aid againſt Aſſyria, 
might prove perfidious to the intereſts of Ephraim. 
Whatever anſwer was delivered on this occaſion, the 
princes of Hoſhea were aſhamed and confounded, at 
the mortifying diſappointment of their ſanguine ex- 
pectations. So far were the Egyptians from helping 
and profiting them in the time of their need, that they ' 
proved to them a ſhame and a reproach, The ene- 
mies of Iſrael would probably taunt them, as Rab- 
ſhakeh, commander of the Aſſyrian army, upbraided 
the Jews: Behold (ſaid he) thou truſteſt upon the 
* ſtaff of this bruiſed reed; even upon Egypt, on 
which if a man lean, it will go into his hand, and 
* pierce it; ſo is Pharaob, king of Egypt, to all that 


6 The burden of the beaſts of the ſouth: into 
the land of trouble and anguiſh, from whence 
tome the young and old lion, the viper and fiery 
flying ſerpent, they will carry their riches upon 

TRI the ſhoulders of young aſſes, and their treaſures 
AApon the bunches of camels, to a people that 
38 Our prophet, having foretold the diſappointment | 
and Ae which ith to attend the — ſent 
into Egypt by the king of Iirael, proceeds, in this 


* 2 Kings xs xiii. 21. CRT, | 
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verſe, to mention a cireumſtance that would greatly 
aggravate the folly and diſgrace of the Ephraimites,— - 
The burden of beaſt of the ſouth (fupply if you pleaſe, 
to render the prediction more plain and intelligible) 
ſhall be carried into the land of trouble and anguiſh, &c. 
Along with the princes, there were ſent into Egypt, 
according to the cuſtom of the times, beaſts, ſuch as 
aſſes and camels, loaded with rich preſents to Pha- 
rach and his courtiers, intended to conciliate favour, 
and to obtain ſuccours from that powerful monarch. 
The animals employed in this ſervice, are called beaſts 
of the ſouth, becauſe they were moſt frequently uſed 
in ſouthern countries; and particularly in Egypt, 
which was ſituated to the ſouthward of Canaan: and 
is thus emphatically deſcribed in the next words, into 
a land of trouble and anguiſh, &c. The Spoons 
vere terribly oppreſſed by the tyranny of their 
princes, who employed them in making thoſe great 
works, which were intended either for the benefit or 
the ornament of the country, or to immortalize his 

name by whom they were projected or executed. 
Such were the temples, the pyramids, the labyrinths, 
and other aſtoniſhing monuments of antiquity, power, 
and grandeur, with which their kingdom abounded. 
The people of Egypt were likewiſe diſtreſſed by many 
afflictive evils and calamities, peculiar to that country, 
ariſing from the intenſe heat of the climate, the inun- 
dation of the Nile, and other cauſes. And in times 
of old, Egypt was: a land of trouble and anguiſh to 

the progenitors. of the Ephraimites; for there they : 
were made to ſerve with rigour, and bittet anguiſh f 
ſoul *.—— Our prophet farther deſcribes_it in theſe | 

| words, From whence come the young and old lion, &c. 

The lions made their dens among the reeds and 

tuſhes, which grew in great quantities, to a conſider- 

able height, in the marſhy rich ſoil of that country. 

Vipers and ſerpents alſo neſtled among them in vaſt 
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numbers ; und fedmutheſs. rcumltanc ; well known 
in Paleſtine, : the land of Egypt reunited ah. 
cal . have Haw! been the pro- 
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was they 10 . 85 . 
the prophet Ezekiel was 3 to ſay, in - 
Pharaoh, - 


name of God, Behold, I am againſt thee; 


"Y king of D 
deaſts of the held, and to the fowls of the heaven *. 5 
E 1 invala,: — 
1 Ec, purpoſe: therefore have 1 3 1 


15 ing this, Their kept a is to fit ſtill. 


Any aſſiſtance that + might afford FAS 
ies, was to prove ineffectual, according to this pro- 
. phecy, for acc ber er Wo any valuable end. I am 
15 much pleaſed with the ümple remark made by the 
pious Matthew Henry, on the firſt part of. this verſe, 
which may ſuffice for its aluſtration; * « Thoſe (faith 
he) that truſt in God, in his power, providence, . 
and promiſes, are never made aſhamed. of their 

_ * hope; but they that put their-confidence in ß 
creature, will, ſooner or. Ie find it a roach to 
Ne hom: God is rob, and may 3 95 
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© man is a liar, and muſt be ſuſpected. The Crea- 
« tor is a rock of ages; the creature is a broken reed: 
we cannot e too little from man, or too much 
from God.” ——Therefore I cried concerning. this 
ineffectual aſſiſtance, which the Iſraelites might re- 
ceive from Egypt. Iſaiah reminds the 'rebelhous 
people to whom he was ſent, that he had lifted up his 
voice, and loudly remonſtrated with them on this 
ſubject, that all concerned might know, that he was 
deeply intereſted in this affair, and that they oughe 
diligently to attend to the meſſage which he was in- 
truſted to deliver by the Moſt Highs of which this 
is the ſum Their frength is to fit Hill. The ſtrength = 
and ſafety of the Ephraimites' would have been moſt 
elfectually promoted, by abſtaining from forbidden 
meaſures of, procuring deliverance from threatened 
danger, By taking unlawful ſteps for their preſerva« 
tion, they would accelerate their ruin, and rather 
weaken than increaſe their ſtrength. ''The defi 
which they had in cee not 3 — 5 
promoted ing down to Egypt for help, y 
formin by Le Sith „ Their y con- 
ſiſled in truſting in the Lord God of their fathers, 
and quietly waiting for his ſalvation, in the _ * 
uſe · of appointed means. This is indeed, my bre- 
thren, the beſt way to acquire ſtrength for perform. 
ing duty, and ſuſtaining aſſſictions; for except the 
Lord build the houſe, they labour in vain that build 
it: except the Lord keep the city, the watchman 
* waketh but in vain“ . Wait then on the Lord; be 


- — 


. L » : - . 


heart: wait, rr F fa 
8 Now go, write it before them in a table, 
and note it in a book, that it may be for the 


time to come for ever and ever 
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658 . LECTURES on Twx Cnar. XXX. 
The portion of our, prophet's diſcourſe on which 
we now enter, was probably directed, not only to the 
Ephraimites, but to the Jews, who favoured the 
| ſcheme their brethren had projected. It commences, 
by reciting the order he received from God; to com- 
an to 5 N was about to deliver in the 
hearing of this perfidious people, that ſo it might 
never be loſt or aan e | [8 * tranſmitted Te 
rupted to lateſt. poſterity. | Before the uſeful arts, 
which are Tughty ornamental to ſociety, arrived at 
any degree of perfection, the ancients wrote, or en- 
graved, in braſs, lead, or ſtone; or upon the barks of 
trees, or ſkins of animals; and after ward on Egyptian 
papyrus, prepared for that purpoſe. Two methods of 
writing were in uſe in the days of Ifaiah. The one 
was performed by an iron pen, or engraving inſtru- 

ment, upon writing - tables, made of braſs, wood, or 
ſome other materials; which were ſometimes covered 
over with wax, in which the letters were formed; 
- and, at other times, they were cut into the metal or 
timber. In reference to this mode of writing, Job 
- thus expreſſed his ardent wiſh: Oh that my words 
were now written! Oh that they were printed in 2 
boek! that they were graven with an iron pen and 
lead, in the rock for ever * ” The other was exe- 
cuted upon parchment, and ſkins of beaſts, prepared 
for the purpoſe, which, being joined together, were 
rolled upon a piece of wood. In this manner, did 
Baruch, the ſcribe, write the words of the prophet 
Jeremiah, with ink, upon a roll of a book 5 The com- 
mand received by Iſaiah, relative to the following ar- 
tticle of his diſcourſe, compriſed both theſe modes of 
writing. He was required to write it upon a table, 
that it might be before the eyes of the people; and to 
note it in a book, that it might be preſerved entire, 
for the inſtruction of future ages. It is therefore 
Job zix. 23, 24. f See Jer. xxxvi. | 
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That it may be for the time to come for ever and ever, 
The deſign of recording what follows, was, that the 
mark of infamy ſtamped upon the character of this 
rebellious treacherous people, might be indelible, and 
preſerved; in remeinbrance throughout all ſucceeding 
enerations. It ſerves to ſhew polterity, in after-ages, 
hy fooliſh vain counſels and practices adopted by the 
children of Ifrael—to demonſtrate the divine equity 
and righteouſneſs in the diſpenſations of providence, 
whereby they were ſeverely puniſhed for their iperver- 
ſity and e to convince” the profeſſing 
people of God, in every period, of the extreme folly 
and danger of ſeeking and truſting to human aid, in 
negle& and contempt of divine aſſiſtance. Notwith. 
ſtanding the unſucceſsfulneſs of the Ephraimites, and 
the ſolemn admonitions of the prophets of the Lord, 


the Jews afterward adopted the fame meaſures which 


proved deſtructive to their brethren. Zedekiah, ki 
of Judah, unmindful of the engagements he entered 
into with the king of Babylon, broke'the treaty he had 
made with the Chaldeans, depending upon the king of 
Egypt for that protection he was unable to grant“. 
Blefled be God, that the Book of the Prophecies of - 
Iaiahb, wherein this prediction is noted, hath been 
tranſmitted to us, who live-in theſe laſt days, in this 
iſland, afar off upon the fea; that they are in our 
hands, and that we have frequent opportunities of 


reading and hearing them explained! Thankful foer 


the uſeful information, and ſharp reproof, adminiſter- 
ed, in this paſſage, to thoſe who place their cophdence 
in an arm of fleſh, let us wiſely improve it, for the 
valuable purpoſes which it is well ſuited to promote. ' 
9 That this i a rebellious people; lying children, 
children that will not hear the law of the Lox. | 

Our prophet proceeds to record what he was com- 

manded to write, that it might be kept in perpetual 
Ow SB preſervation. ' 
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ſterity of Iſrael, originated in their woful apoſtafy WW 
from God, their continued oppoſition. to the divine 
authority, and frequent defections into idolatry, not- 
withſtanding the admonitions they received from the 
ſervants of Jehovah. Perſons are deemed rebellious, 
Who traitorouſly take up arms. againſt their lawful 
ſovereign, who refuſe fubjection to the eſtabliſhed laws 
of the kingdom, and endeavour to overthrow the con- 
ſtituted form of government which they were bound 
to ſupport, In this manner, the people of which 
Iſaiah ſpeaks, incurred this character, by renouncing 
obedience N to the laws promulgated among them by 
the Moſt High, by deſpiſing his ordinances, burſting 
aſunder the ſacred obligations whereby they were 
bound to his ſerviee, making light of his favours, 
ſubverting that government he had. eſtabliſhed 
among them, and polluting his inheritance, The 
cleareſt proofs of theſe aſſertions oceur in the ſacred 
hiſtory, in the writings of Moſes and the prophets, 
and particularly in the books of Jeremiah and Eze- 
kiel. Ye have been rebellious, faid their renowned 
legiſlator, in his pathetic addreſs to them before- his 
death ye have been e the Lord, 
from the day that I knew you. Behold, while I am 
* yet alive with you this day, ye have been.zebellious 
<* againſt the Lord: and how much more after my 
death *, is not eaſy to ſay. And in the words before 
us, this odious character is expreſsly aſſigned to 
them.——To each of you, my friends, 1 ſay. what 
God ſaid to Ezekiel, « Be not thou rebellious, like 
_ © that rebellious houſe.” Rebellion againſt a good 
prince, and wholeſome laws, is a deteſtable crime, 
that is often ſeverely puniſhed. How much more 
abominable and dangerous is rebellion. againſt the 
King of kings, and his moſt righteous laws! Throw 
down, then, thoſe weapans whereby you have acted 
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in hoſtility againſt bim, and cordially. ſubmit to the 
Lord of heaven and earth, that he may guide you bx 
his counſel, govern y, by his laws, and bleſs. vb 
with the accompliſhment of his promiſes. 
Lying children. Children they were, no do 


„ 


them, ſuch his tender care of them, that he vough- 
afed to call himſelf their Father, I am (faith. be) 
« a Father unto Iſrael, and Ephraim is my firlt-born.* 
Among other privileges, he conferred upon, them the 
adoption of children; ſo that they had both the 
name, and the right connected with it. But, alas! 
they proved lying children, who practically danie: 
their intimate relation to God, by refuſing to yield 
him that unlimited obedience which they. promiſed in 
the moſt ſolemn manner. They declared to Moſes, 
in the moſt explicit terms, * All that the Lord, hath 
* ſpoken, we will do-:* and their words to his ſucceſſo 

Joſhua, were of ſimilar import; We will ſerve the 


Lord, for he is our God.“ Notwithſtanding thele, 


repeated ſolemn declarations, they were often guilty, 
of the moſt perverſe diſobedience. Having publicly, 
affirmed what ſeemed to be their determined reſolu - 
tion, of yielding univerſal ſubjection unto God, who. 
would have ſuppoſed, that they would have falſified 
theſe ſacred engagements? Though it is impoſſible 


that, by the molt ſpecious affurances, they could have 


deceived God, whoſe knowledge is infinite; yet be 
ſpake of them in ſuch a manner, as plainly intimates. 
what might have been expected from the ſentiments. 
they avowed 2 © Surely they are children that will not 
* lie: ſo he was their Saviour.“ Their conduct, how-. 


erer, fully proved, in many inſtances, that they juſtly 


merited the charteter here given of them, that they 
were lying children. Their perfidious. conduct 
ought to excite in us juſt deteſtation, accompanied 
with a ſolicitous concern that we may avoid every 
ſpecies of falſehood, eſpecially the worſt kind of it, 


lying unto the God of truth. | | 
| | | | Children 
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Children that will not" beam the law f the Lord. 
God having become a Father unto Ifrael, and aſſumed Wl 
them for his children, he dealt with them as he dean 
not with every nation. He honoured them above al 

other nations, by committing to them his ſacred 
oracles; and giving them his law, comprehending 
the wiſeſt and · the moſt ſalutary precepts. And that 
they might not be forgotten, or corrupted, he wrote 
unto them the great things, or as the Hebrew word 
ſignifies, the excellent, the magnificent, the precious 
things of his law, which were ſtamped with his ſu- 
preme authority, and therefore claimed their bigheſt 
attention. The Lord God of their fathers ſent among 
them his ſervants the prophets, that they might ex- 
plain his law, ſhew the true import-of his ſtatutes and 
_ judgments, and excite them to the practice of thoſe | 
duties which were therein required. But notwith- 
ſtanding they were repeatedly. called upon, with the 
greateſt earneſtneſs and affection, to hearken to the 
word of the Lord, they would not hear, they would 
not underſtand, they would not obey. Inſtead of cul- 
 tivating intimate acquaintance with the law of the 
Lord, © that when they went, it might lead them; 
that when they ſlept, it might keep them; and 
_ © when they awaked, it might talk with them“; 
they eſteemed the important and intereſting matters 
that it contained, as a ſtrange thing, in which they 
had little or no concern. Juſtly therefore are they 
here deſcribed, as children that would not hear the | 
taw-of the Lord. Think not that, by the grace of | 
the goſpel, you are exempted from this neceſſary duty. 
At the concluſion of the Old Teſtament, after. a re- 
markable prophecy of the advent of the great Meſſiah, 
which is thus expreſſed; Unto you that ag 
name, ſhall the Sun of righteouſneſs ariſe with: heat- 
ing under his wings f, the following memorable 
words are ſubjoined, * Remember ye the law of Mo- 
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© ſes.” Though ye enjoy the, clear light of the Sun | 
of righteouſneſs, and are favoured with the glad tid- 
ings of ſalvation, ye muſt never forget the law of the 
Lord, or neglect to yield the obedience which it juſtly _ 
demande , (tet an i e WR, 


10 Which ſay to the ſeers, See not; and to 


the prophets, Propheſy not unto us 2 things, 


ſpeak unto us ſmooth things, propheſy deceits. 


The refuſal of the rebellious children to hear the law 
of the Lord, did not proceed merely from negligence, 
but from deteſtable pride, from hatred of the truth, 
and impatience under reproof..——Ihich ſay to the 
fert, See not. Seers and prophets ſeem to have been 
names of ſimilar import; for he that was called a 
Prophet (in the days of Saul, king of Iſrael), was 
© beforetime called a Seer *.” In after-times, a diſtinc- 
tion was made between theſe two characters, as ap- 
pears from 1 Chron. xxix. 29. where are mentioned, 
the book of Samuel the ſeer, the book of Nathan the 


' prophet, and the book of Gad the ſeer. The feer 


was probably a perſon who, by means of the viſions 


and revelations wherewith he was favoured, was en- 


abled to foreſee approaching future events, of which 

he gave notice to the people. The prophet was a 
public teacher, inveſted with authority from Jehovah, 

not only to foretel future events, but to admoniſh 
men of their fin and danger, to, inſtruct them in the 
knowledge of their duty, and to perſuade them to 
perform it. To the ſeers, the rebellious children ſaid, 
See not, &c. Far from properly eſteeming /perſons 
of theſe deſcriptions, and Eithfully improving the im- 
portant advantages they might have enjoyed by their 
means, they preſumptuouſly endeavoured to ſhut the 


eyes of the ſeers, and to {top the mouths of the pro—- 
dhets, who were employed in teaching them the right | 


ways 
N 


| i 
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ways of the Lord. They met the ſervants of God 
with all the diſcouragement and oppoſition of which 
they were capable; and, inſtead of receiving the meſ- 
lages that they delivered with humble gratitade, they 
fet themſelves in a way that was not good, vigorouſly 
to withitand them. VVVVVVVVVVVTV 
. © Propheſy not unto us right things, &c. Theſe words 
ſtrongly expreſs the deep corruption of thoſe by whom 
they were uttered, and delineate a ſtriking feature in 
the character of falſe prophets and their abettors. 
The faithful ſervants of God, by narrowly inſpecting 
the growing vices of the people among whom 
lived, and by the revelations they received from God, 
became acquainted. with the ſecret fins and hypo- 
criſy that prevailed among them, againſt which they 
vehemently inveighed in their diſcourſes. They 
warmly remonſtrated againſt abounding iniquity ; | 
they ſharply reproved every ſpecies of tran on; 
they exhorted the people to true repentance, and de- 
nounced the moſt awful judgments againſt the impe- 
nitent. The reverſe was the conduct of falſe prophets, 
who themſelves, indulged in luxury and diſſipation ; 
_ whilſt they endeavoured to pleaſe and flatter the 
people, to connive at their vices, and to accommo- WW 
date their diſcourſes to their vitiated taſte. The re- 
bellious children of whom our prophet ſpeaks, re- 
queſted, that thoſe who exerciſed the prophetical WM 
office among them, would not propheſy ſuch right 
and ſevere things as they had hitherto inculcated. 
Speak unto us, ſaid: they, ſmooth and. ſoft things, 
though they may not be founded in truth. Propheſy 
deceit and falſehood, that may not diſturb our tran- 
quillity, or awaken our fears and anxieties. - Inſtead WW 
of-ſhewing the evil of our ways, and threatening us 
with deſolation and death, flatter us, by fair words, Wl 
with the agreeable proſpect of the continuance of 
fafety, liberty, and "proſperity. ' Gratify our wiſhes, 
ſoothe our minds, with promiſes of life, peace, and | 
happineſs, after we have been threatened my oy » 
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mifery, and deſtruction. How preſumpt . 
audacious, was their demand, in daring to { 8 
ſervants 'of, God from their fidelity, and to. Are 
a how to perform their Maſter's 2 . The truth 
could not endure ſound doktrine, faithful 
W and ſalutary counſels; and therefore they 
wihed, that the prophets would exchange their 
vboleſdme admonitions eos Cl hath might 7 
latable and pleaſant. ——-Jeſus Chri * 
faretold, + © That falſe: prophets ſhall ariſe 24 ; 
many Permit me therefore to addreſs you in the 
words of the apoſtle Peter: Seeing ye 1 Ta theſe 
© things before, beware leſt ye alſo, ONE: :led away. 
with 15 error of the wicked, fall from your own. 
* ſtedfaſtnefs. But grow in grace, and in N f 
; ledge WIR Lord and Saviour Jeſus h 7 


11 Get you out of the way, turn aſide out 
of the path, cauſe ee 
from before us. LI | 


| Theſe words contain noche" Site of dis nebel. | 
lous people's hatred” of the truth, their contempt, c 
of the word of God, and the faithful admonitions of. 7 b 
his ſervants. The practice of iniquity, in which ob- 
ſtinate tranſgreſſors are employed, 7 is here N / 
2 way wherein the multitude are ſecurely walking 
and the miniſters of the-Lord uy 6 ewe as Randing 
by the way ſide, and thus addrefling the Ms Tn 2 5 
their great Maſter's name: e the fooliſh, 
* live; and go in the way of underſtanding. Enter 
* not into he path of the wicked, and go not in the. © 
,y of evil men. 18 it. aſs not by it, turn 
from it, and an aa . To the true-prophets, 
vo performed Vets office, this proud faſli- 
dious people replied, in the words before us, Get you. 
ut of the ways as give plac to others better tan 
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you, , who will ſpeak to us in more pleaſant agreeabl E 
guage. Ceaſe from reproving,. 88 oy = 
threatening, in which, for a long time, you have pro- 
ceeded, and permit us to enjoy eaſe and peace. 
Cauſe the holy One One of [ſrael to ceaſe from before us. The W 
holy One T Iſrael was one of the titles uhich God 
frequently aſſumed, in the meſſages that he ſent o 
this people; and it was often mentioned by lfaiah, in 
the diſcourſes which he delivered. In alluſion to "this 
practice, the requeſt of theſe profane 'petſons inti. 
mates, that they were quite weary. of the ſermons ' 
wherein this name and character was introduced, 
which were become extremely nauſeous and diſagree- | 
able to them. It "imports, their earneſt defire that 
- our prophet. might ſpeak no more to them in this 
name, at which they were offended; and that he 
would deſiſt from ſaying any thing farther concern- 
ing God, and the deſigns of his providence.——Such 
was the froward and wicked language uſed by the 
people to whom the prophets of the Tord were ſent, 
which is tranſmitted to us for our inſtruction, in tbe 
book of theſe prophecies, wherein it was ordered to 
be recorded. Hence let us learn to beware of finding 
fault with the word of God, of growing weary of the 
wholeſome admonitions it contains, of contracting a 
fondneſs for ſmooth things, and an averſion to any of 
the ſalutary truths revealed by the holy One of Ifrael. 
Let us reverence every character under which he hath 
been pleaſed to ſpeak to us, and N * e of 
his mquith a gur air Rane, 4 


14 Wiebe che ka Ids e a 
Iſrael, Becauſe ye deſpiſe this word, cd? truſt in 
oppreſſion and perverſeneſa, and ſtay thereon. 


Before he denounces the awful judgments that were 
to be inflicted upon this e, ple, the prophet 


fa them Sith the authority by 1 he ſpake, 
* the crimes Ls they ney 2 a 
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ſelves to ſevere puniſhment, ——Iherefore thus ſaith 
the baly One of Iſrael, whom you ought to have ſancti- 
fied, but whom you have wickedly contemned. Be 


be | affured, that he will be exalted in Pata and 
od ſanctified in righteouſneſs——Firſt, Becauſe ye deſpiſe 
Tu ibis word; the law of the Lord, and the prophecies _ 
oF delivered. by his fervants, particularly the prediction 
Mts | relating-to the vanity of truſting in Egypt. This ag- 


gravated iniquity, as hath deen already affirmed, 18 
one cauſe of the deftruQtion that ſhall certainly and 


1 ſuddenly ſeize upon you. And ſecondly, Becauſe 
| e truſt in pref and perverſeneſs, and tay thereon. 
hs he oppreſſion and perverſeneſs wherein they con- 
7 fided, were the rich treaſures and prefents, extorted 
he from the e by fraud and violence, which were 
N ſent down to Egypt on aſſes and camels. The tribute 
ch which, according to treaty, they ought to have paid 
5 to the king of Aſſyria, they perverfely offered to the 
8 ew, Egypt, in order to obtain his affiftance. Or 
. the fraud, as the Hebrew word ſignifies, and perverſe- 


neſs wherein they truſted, might be the deceitful per- 
verſe doctrines of the falſe prophets, on which they 
fooliſhly placed great dependence. In both ſenſes of 
| the words, the Ifraelites and Jews were 8 of the 
charge here brought againſt them. Thus did God 
bn point out the cauſes which operated to bring 
terrible deſolation upon that people. Sin, my bre- 
thren, is the ſource of all the calamities where with 
God hath viſited the. children of men. It expelled 
the firſt Adam from paradife ; it deluged the old. 
world with water; it brought fire and brimſtone from. 
heaven on Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities of 
the plain; it hath fgread the fword, famine, and peſti- 
lence, among many nations; it deſolated the land of 
Judea, and Eindled the fire that conſumed the aity _ 

and temple of Jeruſalem; and, in following ages, it 
bath produced the moſt direful effects in every quar- 
ter of the world. And we may always conclude with 
certainty, that An people are puniſhed in the 
| EW Ie manner 


— 


cauſe. Let us then carefully avoid that abominable 
thing which God hateth ;- and when not repented of, 
he never fails to teſtify his diſpleaſure againſt the 


13 Therefore this iniquity. ſhalf be to you as, 
a breach ready to fall, ſwelling out in a high WI 
wall, whoſe breaking cometh. ſuddenly. at an 


The puniſhment of the erimes mentioned in the 
preceding verſe, is, in this and the following one, re- 
preſented by two ſignificant emblems of peculiar ele. 
gance. In the firſt, the people of Iſrael and Judah, W 
on account of the .eminenee and grandeur to which 
they were elevated, are compared to a high wall, 
Through the favour of Providence, theſe kingdoms 
had been raiſed to great opulence, power, and ſplen- 
dor: they had become eonſpicuous.in the eyes of 
the nations, on account of the grandeur of their 
princes, the number of their military forces, the mul. 
titude and ſtrength of their fortified cities. In reſpect 
of privileges, they were exalted to heaven. They en- 
joyed thoſe important prerogatives, whereby they ex- 
celled all the other nations of the earth; inſomuch 
that their renown went forth among the Heathen 
for beauty, which, ſaid the Lord God, vas perfect 
- through his comelineſs put upon them *.———There- 
fore this iniquity ſhall be ta you as a breach ready to 
fall, &c. The fin whereby they deſpiſed the word 
of the Lord, the inſtructions of his ſervants, and even 
the name of the holy One of Iſrael, and ſought afbit- 
ance from Egypt, was to prove ruinous to them, as 
the ſwelling out in a high wall. Under this ſimili- 
tude, the pfalmiſt predicted the overthrow. of his ene- 
mies: © As a bowing wall ſhall ye be, and as a totter- 
Ling fence4.” The breach, or bulge, which is Top- 


dee Ezek. i. 14. f Pla Kit. 33. 
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poſed to have been in the lower part of ane 
often happens in old buildings; might fignify W in⸗ 
ſolence and whereby the poſterity:oF Urael Wers 
puffed up, in dhe e ce of being aided by the 
Egyptians. And as the fall of a high wall chat ia 
occaſioned by its projecting over the foundation, and 
burſting out in the a part, is conimonly;fudden, 
pan and unexpected; ſo, iu theſe reſpects, it repre» 
ented the overthrow of the. Ephraimites and jew. 
This iniquity here referred to, was ta be the cauſe of = 
the fall of bath theſe kingdoms: and, in fact, itrtproved. 
ſo, firſt to the Ephraimites, who, by their perſidy. 
ſtirred up Shalmaneſer, king of Aſſyria, te execute 
op cance. ts. ann] them; and then to the Jes, who, 
cir treachery, provoked God to deliver 8 | 
1 hands of ne Affyrians and eee 


14 And ki ſhall break it as the * of | 
the potters veſſel, that is broken in pieces, he 
ſhall not ſpare; ſo that there ſhall not be found., 
in the burſting of it, a ſherd to take fire from 

the hearthy' or {46 OE water rar out Noo the | 
The prodified 1 which o ric FN IM 
in the entire diſſolution of the Ifraelitiſh ſtate, is here 


illuſtrated by a new ſimilitude. The firſt clauſe of 2 


the verſe might have been tranſlated thus: And its 
* breaking, or burſting, ſhall be as the breaking of 
the potter's veſſel.. The truth affirmed in the 
middle of the verſe, namely, that Almighty: God 
(who ſeems to be the Perſon ſpoken 'of). hall not 
Ipare, is plainly ſuppoſed in the compariſon here 
ſtated. He was to give the Ephraimites ſuch/a ſevere 

blow, ſuch a terrible ſtroke, as they: would not be 
ble to recover from; in conſequence whereof, they 
ſhould be ſo- ſhattered to pieces, that, as a people, 
they were to become unprofitable and uſeleſs. As an 
earthen veel that i is n to ſhivers, becomes unfit 
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for any valuable purpoſe, even for taking a little fire 
from the AG -e little water from the 2 
well; in like manner, that people were to be fo 
broken, that there was not to remain one among 
them who; would be able to alleviate the common ca- 
lamity, or afford any ſubſtantial ſervice: for promot- 
ing the public benefit. 80 general was to be the de- 
ſtruction that ſhould: befal then, that none of them 
was to be eapable of -repairing the breach made 
among them, or of reltoring the kingdom'to its for- 
mer ſound ſtate. To this deplorable condition were 
the Ephraimites to be reduced, as' the juſt punifh- 
ment of their ſins, as our prophet had:repeatedly fore- 
told; and from facred hiſtory it is abundantly evi- 
dent, that the predictions were exactly verified. 
God, my brethren, deſolates the moſt powerful king - 
doms, after they have long perſiſted in = "Sec A 
provoking: him to anger by their fins. "The qmpiety 
the injuſtice, the cruelty, and treachery, which a und 
in nations and empires, prove to them like a. bulge 
in a high wall, which forbodes its future. downfal ; 
and, in progrels of time, they fall, and are daſhed in 
pieces as 2 potter's veſſel, When Rehoboam, and all 
Iraet with him, forſook the -law of the Lord, the 
kingdom was divided, and rent in pieces. The con- 
ſpiracy of Hoſhea ruined the kingdom of Ifrael“. 4 
was once a very powerful nation, and made a moſt 
magnificent appearance; but their iniquities brought 
them to deſolation. The proſperity of nations is not 
entailed upon them as a perpetual. inheritance: it 
ſometimes paſſes away like a declining. ſhadow; and 
ſometimes, by various means, it is ſuddenly reverſed. 
Would you then have your. preſent happy condition. 
as a people, continued? beware of ſinning againſt the 
God of our mercies, of abuſing his goodneſs, and di 
obeying his authority; and endeavour to bring forth | 
fruit unto, God, ſuited to the many advantages We 


enjoy. 


See 2 Kings xvii. 4, . 
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15 For thus faith the Lord God, the holy 

One of Iſrael, In returning and reſt ſhall ye be 

ſaved, in quietneſs and in confidence ſhall. be 


* 
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The people of Iſrael and Judah are here reminded 
_ of their perverſe obſtinate rejection of the falutary 
counſels given them by Jehovah, in complying with 
which they might have enjoyed deliverance and tran- 
quillity.— The ſubject is introduced by a very ſo- 
lemn exordium, intended to exciteè reverence and at- 
tention to the important truth contained in the words 
before us. © For thus faith the Lord God; the eternal 
independent Jehovah, whe gives exiſtence to all the 
creatures, and diſpoſes of them according to his ſove- 
reign pleaſure; and who is God over all, bleſſed for 


ever.——The haly One of Iſrael. The rebellious people 


to whom this prophecy was delivered, had entreated, 
that this glorious character of the Almighty might 
ceaſe from before them. This unreaſonable requeſt 


did not, however, deter our prophet from once and 


again repeating this magnificent title, in the prediction 


under our conſideration. The uſeful inſtruction here 


delivered, is recommended by the higheſt authority, 


by ſupreme wiſdom and goodneſs; and therefore me- 
rits our cloſeſt attention. And had we juſt views of 


his infinite majeſty and glory who fpeaks to us, with- 
what profound humility and ſubmiſſion would we 
hearken to the words of his mouth?” ?! 
In the prophetic writings, | a double meaning ie 
couched under the fame words; which the facred 


writers of the New Teſtament clearly ſuppoſe, and ac- 
4 which they often frame their interpretation 


of paflages in the Old Teſtament. The fate ſenti- 
ment, according as it is explained, relates to different 
ſubje&ts and events, diſtant, it may be, in their exiſt 


ence, and diſtinct in their nature, though in Me 


meaſure connected, and reſembling each other. In 
dune predictions, ge. indieayons are eee 
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mind of the holy Spirit; in others, ſome obſcure in- 
timations only . of thoſe divine truths which 
| e faintly to reveal. Sometimes the 
literal ſenſe is ſo conſpicuous, both in the words and 
- ſentiment, that the remote or figurative ſenſe is 
ſcarcely diſcernible : at other times, che figurative 
ſenſe ſhines with ſuch luſtre, that the literal meaning 
is thrown into the ſhade, and becomes almolt imper- 
ceptible, Sometimes the principal idea is clearly con- 
veyed ? ſometimes it. un nip 7 ap upon the 
mind, like lightning that burſts from the clouds; of 
- which, a ſtriking inſtance, if I am not miſtaken, oc- 
curs in this verſe. . Conſidering the words as addreſſ- 
ed to Iſrael of old, in their obylous and * ge, 
they plainly import What ought to have made deep 
impreſſion upon that people, and what might be eaſily 
underſtood by every one. By deſiſting from journeys 
into Egypt, with a view to ſolicit aflitance from that 
court; by refraining from all negotiations with Pha- | 
rach and his princes, with a view to form alliance 
with them by returning from the evils to which you 
have been addicted, to the faithful performance of 
the duties you have negle&ted—by. compoling Jour- 
| ſelves from perplexing fears, Sari She => for God, 
and humbly truſting in him alone for deſired deliver- _ 
| ance, in the diligent uſe of the means he hath pre: 


— 
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ſcribed, - you ſhall: affuredly enjof proteckſon and 
fafety. Such is the obvious literal meaning of the 
words, which expreſs with propriety, what is no leſs 
neceſſary to the enjoyment of ſpiritual and eternal 
the other ſubject. 1 ſhall therefore conſider them in 
this view; to which! they may be diſtinQly referred. 
In the proſecution of this 'defign, new light will, 1 
hope, be reflected upon the e degree of 
dighity and importance added to the ſentiment; whillt 5 
the gradually riſe from humble to more elevated ob- 
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jekte, until they are placed in the molt conſpicuous 
and intereſting light. 
. e Salvation 
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inſtances, temporal deliverance from the evils wherein 
men are involved, or with which they are threatened; | 
but it likewiſe ſigriifies, ſpiritual deliverance from fin, 
the greateſt evil, with its dreadful conſequences. Io 
be ſaved in this moſt important ſenſe of the word, is, 
through the infinite-mercy-of God, to be reſcued, by 

the Spirit of power, from the uſurped dominion chat 
ſin hath acquired; and to be freed from the puniſhment 
that ſin hath merited, and the pollution: contracted 
by it, through the atoning purifying blood of Chriſt. 
lt is to be conſormed to the amiable image of God, 
to be admitted into his favour, and to live unre- 
fervedly devoted to his ſervice and glory, until this 


Finiſher, in the future (celeſtial world; when that 
which is in part ſhall be done away, and that whick - 
is perfect ſhall come. If you inquife, how this 
great ſalvation is to be obtained ? you have a latisfy- - 
ing reply in the words to be conſidere : 
In returning and re, &c. All we, like loſt ſheep, 
hare gone aſtray: every one hath turned aſide into 
his own way. Like the prodigal, we have left out 
Father's houſe, we have gone into a far country, we 
have waſted the goods where with we were intruſted, _ 
and have been feeding upon the huſks of worldhy va- 
nities. Heartily convinced of our ſin and folly, in 
departing from God, the fountain of all felieity, and 
of our miſery and. wretchedneſs, in continuing at a 
diſtance from him, like the prodigal, we muſt return | 
to our compaſſionate heavenly Father. Deeply ſen- 
ible of his tender mercies, and our forlorn condition, 
ve muſt ſincerely; renounce all thoſe ſinful tempera 
and practices in which. we formerly indulged, and. 
abandon thoſe other lords to whom we have yielded 
ſubjection; ſaying, with Ephraim of old, What have 
 Lany more to do. with idols“. Allured by hs 
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ſalvation is conſummated, by its bleſſed Author and 
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amiable diſcoveries of the riches of divine mercy and 
grace in the goſpel, we muſt have actual recourſe to 
God by Jeſus Chriſt, the only appointed way to the 


- 


with holy complacency of ſoul, we may acquieſce in his 
— ſalvation, as admirably adapted'to relieve all our neceſ- 


evils by which we are diſtreſſed, and arrive at the en- 
| joyment of that great ſalvation which God hath pro- 
miſed to the faithful. If deliverance from ſin, and 


| fuit of lying vanities, and ſettled delight in God; if 
entire dependence upon him for every bleſſing,” and 
the agreeable aſſurance of his preſence and protect! 
| conſtitute the pleaſing foretaſtes of eternal ſalvation, 

| theſe are the benefits enjoyed in returning and reſt. 
In the ways of diſobedience; we always meet with 
perplexity, diſappointment, and miſery ; and never 
receive any recompenſe proportioned ta our labour: 
we take greater pains to make ourſelves miſerable, 
than might be neceſſary, in another eourſe, to render 


tated, Take away all iniquity, and receive us gra- 
cciouſſy . Reſt muſt accompany chis penitent 
return to God. This ſuppoſes, that we were . 


mire and dirt T; and whoſe raging waves, as the 
apoſtle Jude ſpeaks, foam out their own ſhame. Un- 


toſſed about by every vanity, and did not ceaſe from 
ſin. The reſt here ſpoken of, by means whereof we 
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Father; adopting the words that he himſelf hath die- 


viouſly in a diſturbed and agitated condition, reſem- 
bling that of the troubled ſea, whoſe waters caſt up 


ſtable as water, and reſtleſs as the wind, we were 


attain eternal ſalvation, conſiſts, in abſtinence from fin, 
to which we were formerly addicted: in deſiſting 
from the fruitleſs purſuit of unfatisfying worldly vani- 
ties, that we may place all our confidence and delight 
in God, as our all-ſufficient portion and felicity that, 


ſities, and to put us in the poſſeſſion of eternal reſt. 
In this return and reſt, we ſhall be ſaved from the 


nearneſs to God; if freedom from the anxious pur- 
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wherewith they are viſited. For theſe important pur- 
poſes, the peculiar people of God receive the ſpirit of 
power, of love, and of a ſound mind. Though inſuf- 
ficient of themſelves ſo much as to. think any good 
thing, yet, through Chriſt ſtrengthening them, they 
can do all things; being furniſhed a might in 


the inner man, for every good work. When confined 


to beds of languiſhing, he alſo ſtrengthens them with 


ſtrength in their ſouls, . unto; all patience, and long- 
ſuffering, with joyfulneſs: and when buffeted by 
meſſengers of Satan his ſtrength is made perfect in 

weakneſs z his gracg is made ſufficient for them. 


Hence they adopt with pleaſure, the triumphant lan-. 


guage of the royal poet: Who is God fave the 
Lord? or who/is a rock fave our God? It 3 
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I tat girdeth me with ſtrength, and maketh my way 
7 5 perfect. EU e x ith ah n 5 f 
10 . 5 . this ſtrength, 
quietneſs and confidence greatly conduce. Quistneſs, 
you know, eonſiſts in freedom from 9 
ance, and the annoyance of enemies; in the enjoy- 
ment of inward ſerenity of mind, unint ed by 
- anxiety and perturbation, and thoſe vexing thoughts. 
that tend to moleſt and diſtreſs us. Such quietneſs, 
when not abuſed to the baſe purpoſes of indolence 
and ſecurity, is a ſtate highly favourable to improve- 
ment in ſpiritual firmneſs and vigour. It ſuppreſſes 
the tumultuous paſſions of pride, anger, envy, fear, 
and revenge, which diſcompoſe the ſpirit, and render 
us either weak and timid, or boiſterous and precipi- | 
tate. It allays thoſe internal diſorders which ariſe in 
the mind, that ineapacitate for the right diſeharge of 
duty, and for properly ſuſtaining affliction: it diſpoſes 
to cultivate that ſerene temper which is requiſite to 
real enjoyment and improvement. By means of this 
tranquillity of ſoul, ſpiritual ſtrength is preſerved and 
increaſed. To this end, confidence is no leſs ſub- 


- Fervient:. which conſiſts in unſhaken truſt in God, 


for aſſiſtance, ſafety, and every neceſſary bleſſing; in 
unſuſpecting reliance upon 8 good- 
neſs, and faithfulneſs of Jehovah, in oppoſition to diſ- 
maying fears, and diſtracting cares. By this becom—- 
ing exerciſe, ſpiritual ſtrength is confirmed. As no- 
thing tends more effectuallj to enfeeble the mind than 
ſuſpicien and diſtruſt, ſo there is not any one diſpo- 
ſition that hath a more powerful influence to impart 
ſtrength and ſtability than confidence in the Lord; 
who, in this way, giveth ſtrength and power unto his 
1 N eee eems to be the import of the words 
of the Lord God in this verſe, as they were ſpoken 
to the Iſraelites; and as they may be improved by us, 
for promoting our beſt intereſts. He that hearkeneth. 
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unto counſel, is wiſe. Rear that, ann 
— chat thou mayeſt be wiſe in thy latter 1 2 
23 turn to Gad, and Teſt in him, ſe ſhall we be 
let us endeavour to enjoy that quietnefs and. 
—.— which — 0 . trehgth and 
ane 1 N * . 8 35 i 8 'L — . 5 


Sata . 


16 But ye dd, No; Gre wi her th 
horſes; therefore” ſhall” ye flee; and, We will 
ride upon the Cwift therefore tall (they that 
purſue you bg ſwift. e 
This verſe, with the lat — is 858 going 
one, contains the obſtinate refuſal, and perverſe reſo- 
lution, of this rebellious people, to whom aiah de- 
livered the preceding ſalutary . and comfortable 
aſſurance. It might have been juilly expected, 
that thoſe to whom — were add , would have 
replied, with humble gratitude, as'did Ifrael of e 
All that the Lord math nh poke we will do.“ 
different, however, was the reception given 99 5 
wiſe counſel: and therefore is this heavy 8 
brought againſt them, And ye would nu; an 75 aid, 
No. Le peremptorily "refuſed to comply with the 
dictates of inſinite wiſdom, which it mob Poo been 
at once your duty, your intereſt, and happineſs, to 


— 
Oo 


and yet they would not have them. Such was their 
perverſe, obſtinaey, that they determined what they 
would do, without aſking counſel of God; and after 
he graciouſly condeſcended to give them advice, they 
would not ſubmit to his directions, but fooliſhly con- 
temned them. They treated the meffage ſent” them 
from God, by our prophet, in the ſame inſolent man- 
ner that they Werdau“ treated the word of the Lord, 
delivered by the prophet Jeremiah; to whom they 
laid, © As for the word that thou haſt ſpoken to us 
Lin the n. name of the Lord, ye will not do it: but el 


ö 
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have obeyed.” Surprifing indeed! they ra ght "4 | 
had ſalvation and" ſtrength in the cafieſt way "poſſible, : 


\ 
- 


de deliver by his great ſtrength f 2, yet theyteſolved, 
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vill certainly do that which proceedeth out of our 
complain, with our prophet,” Who hath believed our 
< report? How few, among the inhabitants of the 
old world, hearkened to the voice of the preacher of 
righteouſneſs? How few, among the children of Iſrael, 
| believed the word of the Lord, by his ſervant Moſes? 
and how few of them afterwards received and prac- 
tically A e the meſſages ſent to them by the pro- 
 Phets? Is not the caſe preciſely the ſame among us? 
Are there not many profane, many negligent,” many 
forgetful, many unbelieving, many difobedient hear- 
ers, who all unite-in ſaying, No, we will not? Be not 
ye ſtiff-necked and rebellious, like unto them. 
For we will flee upon horſes —and we will ride upon 
the ſwift. Though they had been inſtructed ſor age: 
that * a horſe is a vain thing for ſafety ;/ neither 


that, when the Aſſyrians ſhould invade their land, they 
would flee upon horſes, and other ſwift animals, into 
Egypt, where they . might eſcape from the hands of 
their enemies, In this raſh and ildeviſed ſcheme, we 
ſee a ſtriking proof of the extreme folly and perverſity 
of tranſgreſſors, who refuſe to comply with the caun- 
ſels of Heaven; and prefer to them, projects of their 
own deviſing. - In obedience to God; they might en- 
joy perfect ſaſety, and find their ſtrength confirmed ; 
whereas the purpoſes formed independent of God, 
hall certainly be fruſtrated by him Who maketh the 
devices of the people of none effect. People, in ſtraits 
and dangers, often look for aſſiſtance from an arm of 
fleſh. Some truſt in chariots, ſome in horſes; ſome in 
riches, ſome in alliances with foreign powers. Ala, 
king of Judah, in his diſtreſs; relied on the king of 
< Syria; and, in his diſeaſe, ſought not to the Lord, 
© but to the phyſicians . Zedekiah enpected deſence 
from the great army of Pharaoh, king of Egypt; and 


„Jer. xliv. 16, 17. + Pal, xxxili. 1). f 2 Chron. xvi i 
n 9 ; ö . N 3 7 8 le 


e wo © ve w* i 41 eee err 


- = oe 


@ * 


But divine providence fr 


but they that purſue you, {| 
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the Ephraimites hoped to enjoy ſafety in that country. 


their expeRations,——T berefore ſhall ye flee—there- 


fore ſhall they that purſue you be feoift. Since ye have 


expreſſed your reſolution, the Lord God now inform 
you of his determination. Becauſe 8 purpoſed 
to make ydur eſcape by fli yy ye ſhall indeed flee; 

puri a be ſwift, and overtake 
you: and ſo your fin ſhall, be written in your pu- 


niſhment. Thus doth God make the devices of the 


people of none effect, and baffle their beſt contrived 


enter priſes. Abſalom formed great expectations from 
the good counſel of Abithophel; but God turned it 


into fooliſhneſs. Ahaz hoped to receive much aſ- 
« ſiſtance from the king of Aſſyria; but he diſtreſſed 
© him, and ſtrengthened him not. And, in the 


proſpect of invaſion by the Aſſyrians, the people of 


Iſrael and Judah, who thought of eſcaping by a ſpeedy 
flight into Egypt, are here informed, that thoſe who 

urſued them, ſhould be as ſwift as they; ſo that they 
ould not be able to eſcape the threatened calamities. 


17 One thouſand. /ball Fice at the rebuke of 
one; at the rebuke of five ſhall ye flee, till ye 
be left as a beacon upon the top of a mountain, 
mee, IN Es 

Thetimidity and cowardice of this rebellious people, 


 vith their unhappy. conſequences, are here ſtrongly 


repreſented. i $o very pufillanimous and: faint-hearted 


were they to become, that they would eafily be re- 95 
ſtrained/ from executing their purpoſes; inſomnch 
chat the ſharp reproof, even of one of their enemies, 


was to put a thouſand of them to flight. At the 
rebuke of fue ſball ye flee, &c. This hyperbolical ex- 


preſſion clearly points out, what actually came ta paſs. 


Notwithſtanding the number of enemies employed 
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againſt them w was mal, * e 
titudes, a few were to put them all tofflight. apy, 
plating this extraordinary event, we m inquire with 
furpriſe, in the words of Moſes, *How wid bne ch: 
a thoyſand, and two put ten thouſand h flight, oy 
© cept their Rock had fold them, and the Lord had 
© ſhut them up“ r' This great calamity-p 
from God, who, on account of their fold aggra 
vated tranſgreſſions, delivered them into the hands of 
their enemies, at whoſe approach they wert intim 
dated and terrifed. Jil ye be left at a bearon won 
the top of a mountain 3 a ſign ” exhibledd on ſome con- 
ſpicuous place, to prevent ſhipwreck, or wo give earl 
notice of invaſion :- or, according te the marginal 
tranſlation, As a tree bereft of its Branches; inuimat⸗ 
ing, the ſolitary deſerted condition to Which 8 were 
do de reduced. —And at an ee of dee | 
erected u eee 8 of direct 
ing travellers in their jou Ae —.— ſimili- 
tudes, our prophet, 2 | biy pſun 
intimates, that only few of the rebellious Ng 
whom he delivered this meſſage, were to ſurvive the 
calamities to be inflicted upon them: that di- 
veſted. of all defence, they were to be expoſed to * 
Ties of every kind; and exhibited to public view, a 
wuarnipgs to all other people, — to avoid thoſe 
dangerous practices which proved -ruinous to them. 
To us, they convey this i tant leſſon, hich we 
ought never to forget: That it is better t truſt in 
God, than to put confidence in man: that curled. is 
© the man that truſteth in man, and+maketh-Heſb-his 
arm, whoſe heart deparieth from the Lord. For he 
| < ſhall be like the heath in ne Wee 
* ſee when good cometh . $44 e (TINT AY 
fn FER 2 — 
18 J And therefore will the Lone wait, that 


he may He gtacieus, unto. en ot Tae 
Deut. i. . . ed Jeri pl 5 * 
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| he be exalted, that he may have merey 90m. 
| you; for the 'Lozd is a God of j | 
| bleſſed are all they that wait for him. 


' Theſe remarkable words, which merit our OM 
| attention,” are introduced as au inference from the 
| preceding prediQtions, As the juſt puniſhment of 
| their ſins, this rebellious people were to flee before 
' their enemies, and to be reduced to a folitary, for- 

| lo, and defenceleſs ſtate. They were not however 
| to be totally abandoned of God, who, in due time, 
would extend his mercy and favour do them, and 
ſend them deliveranee. The Hebrew word tranſ- 
| lated gracious, is of very extenſive import: it ſigniſies, 
tenderly to regard, to have compaſſion, to confer fa- . 


your, to do good. The grace of God, his free unme- 


nited favour, is the ſource from whence flows all the 
| benefits, temporal and ſpiritual, enjoyed by the chil- 
| dren of men. All the deliverances wrought for them 
in every age, all the benefits received by 1 ; 
vidual, proceed from the grace and kindneſs of God. 


| He beſtows them freely, notwithſtanding we 15 — 


| forfeited all elaim to them; he confers them ge- 
nerouſſy, and without conſtraint; he i them li- 
| | berally, and often without ſolicitation 3" he conveys 
them with pleaſure, and not with reluctance. So in- 
finitely gracious and bountiful is he, that he giveth. 

| unto all men liberally, and 9 not. Men may 

| exhauſt their treaſures by their liberalityz and the7ß 
who have moſt to beſtow, cannot always give, nor to 
| every one that needeth: but the grace of God, him 
is the everlaſting fountain from hence every bleſſing we 
proceeds, ean never be exhauſted or diminiſhed," Nor 
| doth he upbraid us with our unworthineſs and ingra- 
| titude, or with the number and excellence of the be · 
vefits we have already received. But this is not 
all: to illuſtrate the exceeding riches of his grace, it 
i affirmed, The Lord will — that he may be gra- 
| Gow unto you. With aſtoniſhing condeſcenſion, he 
Ve. IL | 4 R waits 
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waits for the moſt proper ſeaſon to interpoſe in be- 
half of his people; and when they are in the moſt 
proper poſture and. temper of mind to receive his 
mercy, he adminiſters to them neceſlary felief. In 
this manner, he waited to be gracious to his ſervant 
David ; and therefore when fe ating . acknow- 
ledged, I have finned againſt the Lord,' the prophet 
Nathan was directed to fay to him, The Lord hath 
done away thy ſin “.“ In like manner, he waited to 
be gracious to Saul of Tarſus; in whom he ſhewed 
forth all long-ſuffering, for a pattern to them who 
* ſhould "Ra believe on him to life everlaſting +.” 
After he had humbly aſked, trembling and aftonilhe1, 
Lord, what wilt thou have me to dof?” the Lord 
ſent Ananias to intimate to him, that peculiar res 
which he had long waited to confer upon him. Thus 
alſo the Lord waited to be gracious unto his people 
Iſrael, until having heard them bemoan themſelves, 
he remembered them; his bowels were troubled for 
them; and he ſaid, I will ſurely have mercy upon 
them . Notwithſtanding the manifold aggravated 
- tranſgreſſions of his rebellious people, God is pleaſed 
to exerciſe much long-ſuffering patience toward them; | 
and when the fitteſt opportunity arrives, he ſurpriſes 
them by appearing for their relief, he reſcues them 
from affliction, and enriches them with bleſſings 
ſuited to their conditio... 
And therefore will he be exalted, Rc. There are 
not any diſpenſations of divine Proyidence toward his 
people, by which God is more 5 elevated, than 
by extending his mercy to them, when they are in 
. wretched circumſtances; than b re them from 
the hands of their enemies, and out of all adverſity. | 
Ibis gives the moſt admirable diſplays of the riches 
of his grace, which he accounts his higheſt glory, and 
in the exerciſe of which. he delights. Hence he thus 
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ſpeaks, by the prophet Jeremiah, of the diſtinguiſhing 
kindneſs that he promiſed to confer upon his de: 
And it ſhall be to me a, name of joy, a praiſe and 


an honour before all the nations of the earth, which | 


* ſhall hear all the good that I do unto them: and 
* they ſhall fear and tremble for all the goodneſs, and 
$ for all the proſperity that I procure unto it“. The 


amiable character aſcribed unto the Lord, in the firſt 


part of this verſe, juſtly demands the warmeſt adora- 
tions and praiſes, whereby his name is highly exalted. 
Hath he waited that he may be gracious, when 'no 
hand but his own could help, when we muſt have pe- 
riſhed unleſs he had ſeaſonably interpoſed ? ſurely, 


then, he ought to be greatly magnified. On this ac- 


count, the church is taught by the ſweet pſalmiſt of 
Iſrael, in thoſe beautiful hymns compoſed for their 
uſe, in every age, gratefully to extol and celebrate, in 
the higheſt ſtrains of devation, his ever-enduri 
mercy and grace f.— Let us then exalt the Lor 
our God, and worſhip at his holy hill; who himſelf 
is exalted above all, by his grace that faileth never, 
and his mercy that endureth for ever; who can ele- 
vate us to glory, honour, and immortality———That 
he' may have mercy upon you. Grace and mercy are 


intimately connected, though they reſpe& the crea- 


tures, who participate of their effects in circumſtances 
ſomewhat different, The Lord is gracious, when he 


_ diſpenſes to his people the fruits of his ſovereign good 


pleafure 2 he hath mercy, when he confers upon them 
Important bleſſings, to relieve them fr om the miſeries 


in which they are involved. He is gracious, when 
he beſtows the benefits of which they are utterly un- 


worthy :; he is merciful, when he averts the calamities 
and condemnation which they have merited, and ac- 
tually relieves them from diſtreſs—when he pardons 
their ſins, heals their ſpiritual diſtempers, ſupplies 
their neceſſities, and reſcues them from the evils un- 
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deer which they groaned. Let us then wait upon 


God, that he may be exalted, in ſhewing us mercy; 
2 may we hope ſeaſonably to enjoy ite bleſſed 
Iirmits. a , | 
For the Lord is. a God of judgment, in the ſeveral 
important ſenſes in which the word is uſed in ſcrip- 
ture. His underſtanding is infinite; ſo that he is in- 
timately acquainted with all the characters, the ac- 
tions, and circumſtances of mankind. The deciſions 
which he forms, concerning their condition and con- 
duct, are perfectly equitable and juſt. All the puniſh- 
ments which he inflicts, and the deliverances which 
he works, are conducted with the higheſt wizdom and 
prudence, executed at the fitteſt ſeaſon, in the moſt 
proper meaſure, and for the beſt purpoſes. - When he 
| corrects them for their . faults, he does it, not in an- 
ger, but in Judgment, wth affection and moderation; 
not in his hot diſpleafure, with unrelenting feverity, 
but with kindneſs and forbearance. He does not pre- 
cipitately and unjuſtly afflict them; but in righteouſ- 
neſs and - wiſdom he viſits them with chaſtiſements, 
after having weighed every circumſtance in their con- 
dition, that may render his corrections ſubſervient to 
promote their beſt intereſts. They may therefore be 
aſſured, that, at the very time wherein he knows his 
own glory, and their real benefit, will be moſt effec 
tually promoted, he will interpoſe in their behalf, and 
"ſend them deliverance. 5 eee 
Bleffed are all they that wait for him. Much un- 
eaſineſs commonly ariſes from waiting upon injudi- 
cious, raſh, and fooliſh perſons, who know not, who 
care not, what they do: but true bleſſedneſs is enjoy- 
ed by thoſe who wait on the God of judgment, who 
3 never fails to gratify their juſt expectations, and faith · 
fully to accompliſh his promiſes. This is one of wit 
dom's ways, which is Fn attended with pleaſure 
and peace; and to which the divine benediction is 
annexed, in the words before us. It gives vs the 
agreeable poſſeſſion of ourſelves, and the comfortable 
. proſpect 


as wr 
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proſpe& of receiving every bleſſing in the moſt proper 


_ patience, which places an unfurmountable' bar in the 


affliction, with an unhappy prince, This evil is tf 


in this duty. This evil is of the Lord, who will re- 


wait upon Jehovah, for all the mercies that you need. 


FE f TT 


the Lord. N 


ruſalem: thou ſhalt weep no more: he will be 


V 


2 . 


* 
7 
* 


ſeaſon. Whom the Lord pronouneeth bleſſed, muſt 
be bleſſed indeed. Having explained the import 
of waiting upon God, when diſcourſing from chap. 
xxv. 9. permit me now to recommend to yo this 
bleſſed exereiſe. We are naturally fond of preſent 
ſatisfaction, of immediate relief from the evils hae 
we feel or fear, and delay is apt to betray us into im- 


way of waiting upon Gad. Say not, in the-time of * 


© the Lord; wherefore ſhould I wait on the Lord an 
longer? It ſeems probable, that this king had 
waited for a while; after which he became impatient, 
and expreſſed himſelf in the language I have now - - 
quoted. The reaſon he gave for deſiſting from this 
employment, was the ſtrongeſt argument that could 
have been ſuggeſted, why he ſhould have perſevered + 


move it in good time; and therefore I perſiſt in waits --: 
ing upon him. Good and bad men may reaſon on 
the ſame principles, but they ſeldom fail to deduce 
oppoſite concluſions. Ceaſe not then patiently. to 


Beware of limiting him, in whoſe hand are all our 
times and concerns, to means, or to ſeaſons, which he 
bath reſerved in his own power. Wait, I ſay, upon 


19 For the people ſhall-dwell in Zion at Je- 
very gracious unto thee, at the voice of thy 
cry; when he ſhall hear it, he will anſwer thee, 

We are now arrived at the conſolatory part of this 


diſcourſe, to which our prophet paſſed, by a natural 
and eaſy tranſition, in the latter part of the preced - 


* 


| 


' 


tion of Cyrus, king of Perſia, the. Jewi | 
treated with great munificence ; and had liberty 


and their condition became proſperous and happy: | 
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ing verſe. He begins this article, by an enumeration 
of many excellent benefits which God would confer 
ppon his church, after he bad executed the judgments 
above mentioned. The temporal bleſſings of which 
he fpeaks, are ſo expreſſed, that the words may not 
only be literally undetitond, as emblematical of ſpi- 
ritual good things; but they may be: figuratively ex- 
plained : in which ſenſe, ſome. of them at leaſt are 


chiefly to be conſidered. He begins, by foretelling, 
that the people ſhould. be reſtored ta their former has 


bitation, where they were to enjoy. ſignal. advan- 


tages. For the people ſhall dwell in Zion, &c. This, 


as well as the former part of the diſcourſe, which 


commenced at the 8th verſe of this chapter, ſeems 
to have been directed both to the Jews and the 
Iſraelites, The perfidious and rebellious people of 
Judah, were, by means of calamities, to be broken 


like a potter's veſſel; and to be driven out of 


their own land, by their enemies the Aſſyrians, 
until the few that were left, ſhould be as a beacon 
upon the top of a mountain. Having abandoned 
their idolatrous practices, and returned to God, 


in the exerciſe of true repentance, after the ex- 


piration of ſeventy years, they were to return to their 
own land, to inhabit their metrapolis, and the beſt 
part of their cauntry which lay around it. There 


they were to dwell ſafely and comfortably, under 


the protection of the Almighty, poſſeſſing the inhe- 
ritance of their fathers, employed, like them, in tbe 
ſervice and worſhip of Jehovah. This prediction 


was literally fulfilled, when, by e 
people were 


granted them to return to their own land, and to take 
with them the veſſels of gold and ſilrer which be- 
longed to the houſe of the Lord. Having accom- 
pliſhed their journey, they again took up their reſi- 
dence in Zion and Jeruſalem : they rebuilt the temple; 


Thou 


Ver. 19. PROPHECIES or ISAIAH. + 689 


Thou ſbalt weep no more, &c. Weeping,” you 
know, is a natural effect of forrow, a ſtrong expref- 
ſion of 'grief, that may proceed from various cauſes, 
_ eſpecially from a humbling ſenſe of fin. We read, in 
the book of Judges *, that when the Iſraelites were 
ſharply reproved, by an angel of the Lord, for their 
diſobedience, that.the people lift up'their voice, and 

wept; inſomuch that they called the name of the 
place Bochim, or weeping. Some expoſitors have 
ſuppoſed, that this was the place afterward called the 
Valley of Baca; which, being interpreted, alſo ſigni- 
fies weeping. Now, the promiſe under conſideration, 

plainly intimates, that they were not to mourn any 

more in the very diſtreſſing manner, and for the ſame 
reaſons, that they had wept at Bochim; and at the 
rivers of Babylon, where they ſat down, and wailed, 
when they remembered Zion f. By divine mercy, 
they were to be reſtored to a comfortable ſtate, in 
which their former afflictions and ſorrows ſhould be 
happily removed. He will be very gracious unto 
thee. This prediction is explained and illuſtrated by 
the memorable fact, recorded 2 Kings xiii. 23. where 
it is written, That when the Syrians oppreſſed 
Ilrael, the Lord was gracious unto them, and had 
* compaſſion on them, and had reſpe& unto them, be- 
cauſe of his covenant with Abraham, Iſaac, and Ja- 
cob, and would not deſtroy them, neither caſt he 
them from his preſence.” And on many other oc- 
caſions did he mercifully interpoſe in their behalf, and 
ſhew them favour. A remarkable inſtance of his kind- 
neſs and benignity is ſpecified in the following words: 

At the voice of thy cry; when he ſhall hear it, he 
will anfewer thee. Prayer is, with great propriety, 
expreſſed in ſcripture, by crying unto God, to inti- 
mate the vehemence of the deſires, and the earneſt- 
neſs of the ſupplications, which his people preſent be- 
fore his throne. As needy perſons, in diſtreſs or dan- 


Judgts i. 1. + Pla ei. 1. 


ger, call loudly for aſſiſtance; ſo humble ſupplicants, 
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with ardor and importunity, implore relief from the 
Almighty. Here they are promiſed gracious au- 
dience, and anſwer to their requeſts; - The comfort- 
able aſſurance contained in the words before us, is 
frequently repeated in ſcripture, that it may make 
the deeper impreſſion upon mens minds. Elihu, 
ſpeaking of the afflicted man, affirms, He ſhall pray 
I unto God, and he will be favourable unto him, and 
© he ſhall ſee his face with joy *.” David declared his 
refolution, with the reaſon on which it was founded, 
in theſe words: © I will call upon thee; for thou wilt 
©. anſwer me f.“ And, to the ſame purpoſe, our pro- 
phet elſewherc affirms, in the name of God, And it 
* ſhall come to paſs, that, before they call, I will 
© anſwer; and, whilſt: they are yet ſpeaking, I will 
© hear}. In many inſtances, this truth hath been 
actually verified. Whilſt prayer was made with | 
out ceaſing for the apoſtle Peter, by his friends, at 
the time he was lying in priſon, Petef came in among 
them; ſo that they might have ſaid, There is the an. 
-- ſwer of our prayers ||. As the prophet Daniel was 
employed in making ſupplication for the holy moun- 
tain of his God, even whilſt he was ſpeaking in 
prayer, the angel Gäbriel was ſent ſpeedily to give 
him information 'reſpeQing the ſubject of his re- 
queſts 5. Such favour God here aſſures his. people, 
they ſhould enjoy at the time to which this prediction 
referred. And that the promiſe might be the more 
encouraging, it is addreſſed to every individual in 
particular, At the voice of thy cry, &. The effeQual 
fervent prayer of the righteous: availeth-much, and 
ſhall never be in vain, Though they may not get a 

return in kind, at the time their requeſts are preſent- 
cd, they ſhall, be anſwered in due ſeaſon. Notwith- 
ſtanding we may not reap the fruits, of our prayers, - 
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the ſucceeding generation may get the beneft of 


them. One generation may, in this reſpect, ſow, 


and another reap. At all events, the words which 


we have now conſidered; contain a powerful motive 


to incite us, as our Lord bath taught,” to pray, and 


not to faint. ' 


20 And though the Lonp yive you che bread 


of adverſity, and the water of affliQtion, yet ſhall 


not thy teachers be removed into a corner any 


more, but thine eyes ſhall ſee thy teachers. 


Another benefit foretold to be conferred upon the 
poſterity of Iſrael, after their return from captivity, 
i, that, amidſt the 22 _ 3 _ Wr 
they might be viſited, they ſhould enj bleſſing 
of foirivaal inftruftion.——Ifaiah Poe 60 have fore» 
ſeen, by the ſpirit of prophecy, that the church, under 
the Old Teſtament, after their reſtoration, were 3 
ever to be entirely free from trouble and diſtreſs, ariſ- 


ing from ſome quarter or another. This circumſtance 


was expreſsly foretold by the prophet Daniel, toward 


the end of the ninth chapter of his book. The truth 
is well known, both from ſcripture and experience, 


that God frequently places his people in an afſlictive 
condition, in order to promote the moſt Try 
poſes ; and that the benefits reſulting from ſuch a 


ſtate, do oft-times much more than counterdalance 


the loſſes and forrows which were then experienced. 


This was to be the caſe with the Jewiſh people; ac 
cording to this prediction, at the e | 
d might give 


looked forward; for though the Lo 
them the bread of adverſity, and water of affliction, 


and ſuffer them to be reduced to great diſtreſs— | 
yet ſhall not thy teachers be removed into a corner any 


more, &c. The teachers here meant, were the per. 


ons employed in the ſacred office of inſtructing the 


people with ſound knowledge and underſtanding, in 
the fear of the Lord; and 2 acquainting them with 
V Ol. II. | TS 4 8 | the 


pur- | 
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every part o 


be employed to in 
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ell this 
oſeful claſs of men e n not to mo obliged 12 298 
to hide themſelves i in dens and caves. Eh 


157 5 


8 of EN pee look to n ac- 
cording to his word, he may abundantly compenſate 
your outward wants, by ſatisfying your fouls with 
x apr bleſſings; and refreſhing you by means of 
r inſtructions, whole office is to . to nt one 


| his en in due ale 5 * 


@ * 


21 And thine ears mall Bent a 2551 bebind 


> a ſaying, This 7s the way, walk ye in it, 
when ye turn to the Highs 118 ang, when ye 
turn to the left. 


In theſe words, faithful ain in ſeafonable di- 
rection, are promiſed to the church, in times where- 
in they may be moſt neceſſary and uſeful. The 
teachers of the people are beautifully repreſented, 
as acting the part of a kind parent or tutor, who, 
placing his children or ſcholars before him fully in 
his view, diligently obſerves all their movements, an 

o their conduct; and faithfully admo- 
niſhes them, whenever he ſces them going wrong, or 
acting amiſs. Such friendly attention and care was 
to be fe to, the church, by him who taught Iſrael 
to go, takin him by the arms; and by thoſe whom 

bud and direct them. The 
word intended in this promiſe, can be no other than 
ſome ſuitable reproof, admonition, or advice, con- 
tained in the eriprres of truth, * to the i wt 
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ſent circumſtances of the perſon for whoſe benefit it 

is particularly ap: (0g ſome portion of. the lively 

oracles of God, that is admirably fitted to regulate 

his conduct in his preſent ſituation, and to warn him 

againſt the evils and dangers to which he might be 

expoſed. That paſſage which is beſt ſuited to ac- 

compliſh the purpoſe infinite wiſdom _ hath in view, 

and which God is pleaſed to employ, ſeems to be the 

word whereof our prophet ſpeaks, that he faith— - 

Thine cart ſhall hear. "Thou ſhalt liſten to it, not only 

with thy bodily ears, but thou ſhalt. hearken to it di- 

ligently, ſo as to believe and obey the word of God. 

The promiſe under conſideration, does not import, 

that the people of God ſhall individually hear an au- 

dible voice coming directly from him, to point oũt 

the path of duty, and to guard them againſt error 

and miſtake. Such a ſuppoſition would be altogether 

abſurd, and dangerous in the extreme. We have a 

more ſure word of prophecy than even the voice 

which was heard from heaven by the diſeiples, on the 

holy mount with Jeſus Chriſt, whereunto you do well 

to take heed, as unto a light that ſhineth in a dark 

place. It only denotes, that they ſhall cloſely: attend 

to the word of God delivered by their teachers, and 

1 carefully apply what is ſuited. to their condition; that 

. each of them ſhall cordially affent to the truth, un- 
. feignedly approve of the information he receives, and 

1 cheerfully yield obedience to what is required, in 

- conſequence of its being powerfully imprefſed upon 

] Nn r ; Fraps rh het 

x his mind by the holy Spirit, who is promiſed to 

lead into all truth, In this manner, they are either 

8 effectually preſerved from wandering out of the path 

of life, ar, having gone aſtray, they are bappily __ 9 

| ſtored to the right way; they are kept from, fal — I 9 

N | 

| 


or mercifully raiſed up, after they have fallen. ; 

_ circumſtayce which is here mentioned, . not to 
be overlooked ; The word is promiſed to be heard from 
behind thee; which may intimate, that the perſon, un- 
mindful of his duty and intereſt, had turned his back 
1 l e enn 1 on 
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on the great Teacher of the chureh, who, though he 
might have ſuffered him to wander in counſels of his 
own heart, yet vouchſafes, with tender affection, to 
give him the moſt friendly and ſeaſonable admoni- 
tion: and being addreſſed by one whom he did not 
ſee, his attention and ſurpriſe would be excited by 
what he heard; whilſt he would be diſpoſed to look 
to the quarter from whence the veice same, that he 
might diſcover from whom it proceeded and wbo it 
was who falt, „ , re , 
- This is the way, walk ye in it. The advice is wor- 
thy of a kind inſtructor, who obſerves any of his ſcho. 
lars departing from the right way wherein they ought 
to/ go. The way that I point out to you, in which 
you ſhould walk, is poſſeſſed of every qualification 
and advantage that you can poſſibly deſire. It is a 
high way, open to perſons of every deſeription; it is 
the way of holineſs, wherein the unclean ſhall not 
Walk; it is al. patent way, wherein the way-faring 
man, though a fool, ſhall not err; it is a ſafe way, 
wherein you ſhall be protected from the hoſtile at- 
tacks of your enemies; it is a pleaſant way, wherein, 
you ſhall enjoy ſaered peace; and it is an infallible 
way to arrive at fulneſs of joys, and rivers of pleaſures 
for ever more, Mall ye in it. All other ways are 
only by- paths, that lead down to the chambers of 
death, in which ye ſhall find neither ſafety nor com- 
fort; and therefore avoid them with care and ſolici- 
- tude. In the way in which I direct you, diligently 
endeavour to make regular progreſſive advances, un- 
til ye reach the end of your journey, and attain tbe 
end of your faith, even the falvation of your ſouls. 
Be not diſcouraged by apparent difficulties that ma 
ſtart into view, by obſtacles that may ſeem unfur- 
mountable, or by enemies that may endeavour to in- 
ſnare and oppoſe you. Study to yield unlimited obe- 
dience to the authority of Jehovah, who requires.you 
to walk in this way, and who graciouſly offers his 
friendly aſſiſtance to enable you to make m_ 
14.1. : | 


| Ver. 1. PROPHE & 3: 


Hear then inſtruction, be wiſe, and refuſe it not 2 
3 attend to his-words, and incline thine ear to his fay- 


will turn to be your enemy, and will 
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ings. Let thine eyes lock right on, and let thine 
eye. lids look ſtraight before thee. ' Ponder the path 


of thy feet, an: bet all thy mays he ordered 2% 
Turn not ta the right hand, nor ta the ſeſt ; re-. 
move thy foot frum evil . Whoſo hearkeneth 


unto him, - ſhall dwell ſafely; and ſhall be quiet from - 
fear of evil z whereas if you rebel. roar or | 
you, as he did [againſt Hrael of old; and dhe 
the combat may be eaſily foretolt. 4; 
When ye turn ta the right hand, anit-when yo m . | 
the left. The promiſed admonition ſhall de given in 
the ſeaſon wherein it is moſt needed, and the want of 
it might be attended with the worſt conſequences. 
The expreffion plainly intimates, that there are dan- 


gerous by-paths on both hands, into which the people 


of God are apt to turn aſide. On the right hand, 


there are erroneous principles and practices, which 


are miſtaken for that truth and holineſs whereof they 
are really deſtitute. Such are, profeſſed confidence in 
God's pardoning mercy, disjoined from the acknow-. ' 
ledged neceſlity of his ſanctify ing grace: high preten- 
ſions to faith, which are not verde by ſollcitude on | 


maintain A works; flaming profeſſion of piet 


ward unaccompanied with the exerciſes ju: 
tice, mercy, and charity toward men: great preten 

zeal againſt public vices, attended with indifference 
as to ſecret perſonal tranſgreſſions: loud approbation 


of diſcourſes that expoſe infidelity, hypoctiſy, and ini- 
qꝗuity, whilſt theſe fins are indulged in heart and 


life.——On the left hand, there are alſo pernicious 


principles, and dangerous practices, into which men 


are prone to deviate. Such are, the confeſſion that 


holineſs is indiſpenſably requiſite to the enjoyment of 


God, n — nec oy of atonement for ſin is de- 


5 9 Prov. i Iv. — ah, 2. n mi ? | 
nied 


- 
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nied or overlooked : ſtrenuous aſſertions of the im- 


portance of good works, ſeparate from à proper re- 
gard to faith, the acdibe principle from which they 
proceed: high reſpect for the duties of juſtice, merey, 
and charity, joined with criminal indifference and ne- 
glect of the exerciſes of piety and devotion t partiality 
to their own favourite ſins, and unaffectedneſs with | 
the tranſgreſſions of other people, whereby God is of. 
fended, his law is tranſgreſſed, and his truth diſho- 
noured, Such are the right and left hand ways, into 
which men incline to turn aſide. Hence appears, the | 
high importance of being directed in the right way, 
and admoniſhed when we are apt ta go aftray. Vir. 
tue lies in the middle between two extremes, which 
are equally to be avoided; and the kindneſs of God 
toward his people is nobly diſplayed, in 5 87 them, 
that when they turn either to the right or left hand, 
they ſhall hear a voice ſaying, This is the way, walk 
ye in it ——Let us, my brethren, plead with God for 
the accompliſhment of this reviving promiſe ; and di. 
' ligently ſtudy, through the grace of the Moſt High, 
to yield a cheerful compliance with the direction we 
are thereby taught to expect. This prediction was 
in ſome meaſure fulfilled, after the return of the Jewiſh 
people from Babylon, when various circumſtances 
contributed to render their condition adverſe and per- 
plwexing. | Neighbouring nations locked upon their 
11 reſtoration with a jealous eyet the land which had 
lain for a long time uncultivated, did not ſoon gratify 
the expectations of the huſbandman; and until the 
temple was rebuilt, did not enjoy the divine benedic- 
tion. The diſtreſſes, however, of that period, were 
greatly alleviated by the inſtructions of the many ex- 
- _ cellent teachers whom God raiſed up, to feed them 
with ſound knowledge and underſtanding ; and to pre- 
| ſervethem from ſuperſtition on the one hand, and from 
| idolatry on the other, as a happy prelude to the more 
[ plentiful and explicit inſtructions with which he was to 
favour his church under the New Teſtament. 
| | 
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22 Ye ſhall defile alſo the covering of thy 
graven images of ſilver, and the ornament of 
thy molten images of gold: thou ſhalt caſt them 
away as a menſtruous cloth; thou ſhalt ſay unto 
it, Herthas debe t by 40) rot eB Fooik 


A third benefit to be enjoyed by the church, at the 
period referred to, was ee from the practice 
of both public and private idolatry. The children 
of Iſrael were ſtrictly forbid to make any kind of 
idols, and to practiſe any ſpecies of idolatry. The 
prohibition was frequently repeated in different forms. 
It was engroſſed into the ſecond, commandment, re- 


corded Exod. xx. 4. which runs thus: Thou ſhalt 


not make unto thee any graven image, or any like- 
* neſs of any thing, that is in heaven above, or that 
is, in the earth beneath, or that is in the water un- 
der the earth. Thou ſhalt not bow down thyſelf to 
them, nor ſerve them: for I the Lord thy God am 
a jealous God, &rc., Again, at the 23d verſe of 
that chapter, it is thus written: Ye ſhall not make 
* with me gods of filver, neither ſhall you make unto 
* you gods of gold. To preſerve in the minds of the 
people, an awful ſenſe of the high importance of this 
precept, the. Levites were expreſsly required to ſay, 
with a loud voice, unto all the men of Iſrael, Curſed 
be the man that maketh any graven or molten 
image, an abomination unto the Lord, the work of 
the hands of the craftſman, and putteth it in ſecret: 
and all the people ſhall anſwer and ſay, Amen “. 
All the good. kings, therefore, which ſat upon the 
throne of David, interpoſed their royal authority to 
prevent, as far as in their power, the forming, and 
the public ſervice of idols. There were, however, 
many among that people, who {till retained houſehold- 
gods, to which they privately paid their homage. 
Thoſe images which were formed of wood and ſtone, 
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That they might appear more beautiful, 
worthy of admiration and reſpect, they were adorned 
with ornaments. of various kinds. Theſe abſurd prao- 
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and overlaid. with ſilver or gold, were called graven 
images: thoſe made of ſilver and gold, which had been 


melted in the furnace, and caſt. in certain moulds, 
were called molten images. That they might be kept 


quite clean, coverings were made, and carefully put 
over them, to preſerve them from the duſt, and to 
conceal them from every curious wanderi 


more 


tices afforded a lively repreſentation of their criminal 
conduct, who ſet up idols in their hearts, who wor- 


ſhip and ſerve the creature more than the Creator. 
Perſons of this deſcription, N no trouble 
. 


or expence in the ſervice of the idols whom they ad- 
mire. Concerning theſe coverings and ornaments, 
our prophet foretold, xt A . 


Te ſball defile, and caſt them away, ec. At the pe- 


riod to which this prediction looked forward, the po- 
ſterity of Iſrael, when turning from dead idols to ſerve 
the living God, were to renounce their vain ſuperſti. 
tion, . to abandon that abominable idolatry in 


which they had indulged both in public and private. 


Not only ſo, but they were to view it with abhor- 


"rence; and to throw away the furniture, and what- 


ever belonged to the idols they formerly honoured, 
with the utmoſt deteſtation and contempt, as they did 


any thing that was polluted and unclean. And, in 


the heat of their indignation and zeal, they ſhould 


ſay to every thing that. pertained to their idolatrous. 


ſervice, Get thee hence; let us ſee thee no more, which 


haſt provoked the Lord God to teſtify his righteous 
' diſpleaſure againſt us. This, my brethren, is the ge- 


nuine temper and language of. every. true penitent, 
returning to the Lord from whom, he had | 


rom de hac 2 
What have 1 to do any more with idols ? aſhamed 


and confounded on account of his egregious ſin and 


* Hoſea xiv. 8. 1 


fuolly⸗ 


eye. 


3 „ 


folly, he caſts them with diſdain, 2s it is elſewhere ex- 


when they totally abandoned the idolatrous practices to 
which they had been addicted for many ages. An event 


and reproofs of the prophets, and the divine judg- 
ments with which from time to time they were viſit- 


to the faith and worſhip of the one true God, after 
having been long detained among an idolatrous 
people, in whoſe ſuperſtitions it might have been ex- 
pected they would have joined. . IN PR 


feed in large paſtures. | 


at the period to which he looked forward, he ſeems | 


* 
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bore, in illuſtrating 
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x 


preſſed, * to the moles and to the bats . This 
prophecy was remarkably accompliſhed by the Jewiſh © 
people, after their return from captivity at Babylon, 


this, truly worthy of admiration, which it becomes us 
to recollect with pleaſure and gratitude That a nation 
which would not refrain from deteſtable ſuperſtition 
and idolatry, notwithſtanding the many admonitions 


ed, ſhould at once renounce the tranſgreſſion of their 


23 Then ſhall he give the rain of thy ſeed, 
that thou ſhalt ſow the ground withal, and 
bread of the increaſe of the earth, and it ſhall 
be fat and plenteous : in that day ſhall thy cattle 


A fourth benefit' phich God promiſes to confer 
upon his people, was abundance of temporal and ſpi- 
ritual proviſion for their comfortable ſubſiſtence. —— ** 
Whilſt our prophet foretels the temporal 'mercies 
vherewith the poſterity of Iſrael ſhould be favoured, 


likewiſe to have had in view, the ſpiritual bleſſings 
vith which they were to be enriched. | With peculiar | 
at and beauty, he ſo adjuſts his diſcourſe, as to raiſe 
the mind from earthly to heavenly objects: and thera- 
this prediction, we may, with pro- .- 
priety, conſider it both in the literal and figurative 
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| ſenſe. To explain it in this manner 
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in order to comprehend the full import of what is 


foretold: indeed, it is only in this way that ſome 
parts of prophecy can be rightly underſtood. 


Then ſhall he give the rain, &c. The Father of lights, 


from whom cometh down every good and perfed gift, 


is doubtleſs the Perſon here ſpoken of, though he be 
not expreſsly named. To give rain, is one of the glo- 


rious prerogatives whereby he is diſtinguiſhed from 
the gods of the Heathen nations; and to this he ap- 


peals, as a proof of his ſupreme divinity: Are there 


any among the vanities of the Gentiles that can 
cauſe rain! or can the heavens give ſhowers? art 
not thou he, O Lord our God? therefore we will 
wait upon thee; for thou haſt made all theſe 
things “.“ This ineſtimable bleſſing, whereby the 


K K K & KS 


earth is watered, and the ſeeds caſt into it are che - 


riſhed and rendered fruitful, is here promiſed to be 
conferred in ſuch meaſures, and at ſuch ſeaſons, as 
were beſt adapted to nouriſh them, and make them 
grow up into a plentiful harveſt. And bread the 


increaſe of the earth, &c. God praciouſly promiſes to 


give his people, not only rain from heaven, but alſo 


| bread that is made from corn, produced by the earth. 


This is one of the moſt valuable and neceſſary pre- 


ſents that God hath beſtowed upon men. lt is the 
ſtaff of life, which ſtrengthens our hearts and our 


hands, gives firmneſs to the human conſtitution, and 
furniſhes for executing the ſeveral functions and buſi- 
neſſes in which we ought to be employed. This bread, 
it is foretold, hall be fat and plenteous; of the belt 


quality, and in great abundance . In that day ſpall 
thy. cattle feed in large paſtures. They ſhall ſhare in 
the general plenty of the times, and feed at large, with- 


out moleſtation, in rich extenſive paſture · ground. 


Such ſeems to be the literal meaning of this predic- 


non, of which the following expoſition is intended to 


* . 


1 
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to the infallible interpretation of Jeſus Chriſt, the ſee 

is the word of God, which is ſown into the hearts of 
men, by the ſervants of the Moſt High. The rain 
that waters this precious ſeed, which. cauſes it to ſpring, 
to grow as the willows by the water-courſes, and to 
bring forth much fruit, is the Spirit and bleſling of 


God, which comes down as rain upon the mown - 


graſs, and ſhowers that water the earth. This is the 
ineſtimable bleſſing promiſed in the firſt part of the 
verſe, according to the figurative ſenſe of the words. 


The bread of the increaſe of the earth, may denote, 


the ſpiritual proviſion whereby men live, and in 
which is the life of their ſpirits, that is conveyed to 
them, in great abundance, by means of thoſe earthen 
veſſels, from which a portion is diſtributed to every 
one in due ſeaſon. At the period referred to, the 


- church of God, the flock of his heritage, were to 


feed, in the green paſtures of his ordinances, upon 
thoſe divine truths, which, to them, are moſt deli- 
cious and ſtrengthening. 


. 


24 The oxen likewiſe, and the young aſſes 
that ear the ground, ſhall eat clean provender 


which hath been winnowed with the ſhovel, and 


wih the Tam" HEEL 8 4 
The animals employed in cultivating the land, and 
in performing the various parts of huſbandry, were to 
be fed with the beſt proviſion. - Oxen,-afles, and 


other beaſts uſed in labouring the ground, are, you 


know, often fed with unwinnowed corn, and many of . 
them ſeldom have clean provender given to them. 


The time, however, of which our prophet ſpeaks, was 
to be remarkable for ſuch vaſt plenty of excellent 


corn, that theſe laborious animals were to be fed with 


provender that had been properly cleaned, according 
to the "cuſtom of the time and country, with the 


ſhovel and the fan. The Hebrews are {aid to have 
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ſeparated their corn from the chaff and chopped ſtraw, 
by means of an inſtrument ſomewhat like a large 


ſhovel, with a long handle, whereby they toſſed the 
grain into the air, that the wind or fan might drive 


away the huſks and chaff with which it was mixed. 


Doth God take care for oxen? or faith he this alto- 
gether for our ſakes? For our ſakes, no doubt, this 


is written, to aſſure induſtrious miniſters of the goſpel, 


who labour in word and doQtrine, and are ſpoken of 


under this figure in the eleventh chapter of this pro- 


phecy, that, whilſt they were employed in feeding the 
church with pure and wholeſome doQrine, unmixed 


With the chaff of human inventions and traditions, 
they ſhould enjoy abundance of the beſt proviſion. 


25 And there ſhall be upon every high moun- 
tain, and upon every high hill, rivers and ſtreams 


the towers fall. 


This prediction, expreſſed in terms which plainly 
intimate, that it is to be underſtood chiefly in the 


of waters, in the day of the'great ſlaughter, when 


' figurative ſenſe, foretels, that even thoſe high places, 
which are commonly dry and barren, were to be plen- 


tifully watered. . I do not ſuppoſe that Iſaiah prophe- 
w. of nature was to be re- 

verſed; according to which enen are in low 

valleys, ſituated among high hills. His words; literal- 


2 ſeem to import no more than that the 


reams flowing through the land of Canaan, which 


took their riſe from ſprings near the tops of high 
mountains, and from the ſnow that lay on their ſum- 


mits, ſhould, at the time referred to, flow undiſturbed, 


and abundantly water the country, ſo as to render it 
both pleaſant and fertile. Figuratively, they may de- 
note, that, in the moſt conſpicuous places, which were 


moſt celebrated and exalted above others, ſuch as le- 
nowned cities, ſynagogues, and public ſeminaries, the 


doctrine of God's holy word was copiouſly to mo . 
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by means of which, thoſe who were deſirous of true 
wiſdom, might have their thirſt for divine knowledge 
allayed, and thence derive much ſatisfaction and bene- 
fit. A ſimilar prediction is recorded in chap. xli. 18. 
of this prophecy, where it is foretold, I will o 
« rivers in high places, and fountajns in. the mill of 
the valleys: I will make the wilderneſs a pool of 
water, and the dry land fprings of water. Ihe 
remarkable period wherein theſe hyperbolical predic- 
tions were to be accompliſhed, is thus deſeribed, In 
the day of the great laughter, when the towers fall; 
when God was to execute awful vengeance upon the 
enemies of his church; when princes, and great men, 
who ſeem to be intended by the towers ſpoken of, 
were to be cut off by the righteous judgments of 
heaven. This prophecy was accompliſhed in the 
times of the Maccabees, after the return of the Jews 
from captivity. Until then, the Jewiſh people had 
given them the bread of adverſity, and the water of 
affliction: from that time, their condition became, in 
all reſpects, more proſperous; and they were crowned 
with abundance. of the precious bleſſings which are 
here foretold. That was indeed a ſeaſon of vaſt 
laughter, wherein niany great men fell. Like other 
predictions, which take in at once a variety of events, 


diſtinct both in naturg aud time, it hath been more 
amply verified, at ſe Hal periods, under the New 


Teſtament. Let us be ſolicitous to participate in 
the ineſtimable benefits of which our prophet ſpeaks : 
and earneſtly pray, that the Lord may give us that 
which is good; that our land may yield its increaſe ; 
that God, even our own God, may bleſs us; and that 
all the ends of the earth may fear him. Kd IT 


26 Moreover, the light of the moon ſhall be 
as the light of the ſun, and the light of the fun 
hall be ſeven-fold, as the light of ſeven days, in 
the day that the Loxp bindeth up the e 
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of his people, and healeth the ſtroke of their 


Beſides the benefits already mentioned, à fifth 
bleſſing is promiſed to the church, totifiſting in the 
Vonderful increaſe of divine light, here exprefſed in 
very beautiful and elegant allegorieal language; aſter 
which, the period is marked Wherein this favour was 
to be communicated.— he light of the non bal be 
ws the light 8 It is unneceſſary; 1 ſuppeſe, to 
adduce any proof, that this prediction cannot be un- 
derſtood in the literal ſenſe of the words. Who ever 
heard, that the light of the moon equalled the light 
of the ſun, ot that the light of the ſun was ſeven- fold 
greater than in any former period ? or who is ſo ex- 
travagant as to expect, that this event ſhall literally 
take place in the natural world? This propheey there- 
fore muſt be confidered, like many others interſperſed 
among predictions of temporal good things, in its 
urative meaning, denoting ſome important ſpiritual 
privilege; and its accompliſhment muſt be looked for 
according to this interpretation. In whit glowing = 
colours, and by what ſublime images, does our pro- 
phet exhibit the renewal of the divine favour, the re- 
| commencement of univerſal proſperity, and the great 
5 abundance of divine light wighywhich the chureh was 
80 de illumined, at the time had -in vie? 
The fun and moon are the two great celeſtial lumi- 
naries, which enlighten this world, and convey to its 
inhabitants the light which we enjoy! This reviving 
light affords a beautiful emblem of the excellent 
knowledge of divine truths, the amiable-ſariQity of 
manners, and the ſacred conſolation and joy; which, 
in ſcripture, is called the light of life. Several in- 
ſtances of the truth of this remark have occurred, in 
our progreſs through theſe propheeies. Symbolical 
terms, like the plaineſt words in . 
are frequently capable of ſeveral fenfes, and admit the 
fame difference of conſtruction; which yet creates no 
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unſurmountable difficulty. to thoſe who cloſely attend 


to the ſcope of the writer. The moon may here be 


conſidered, as a ſymbol of the principal perſons, taken 


the darkneſs of ignorance and error, which overſpread 
the church; and in ſupplying. them that walk in the 


truth, with deſirable aſſiſtance and direction. Thoſe 


who occupy this uſeful ſtation; are repreſented, wich 
great propriety, under this figure; becauſe, like the 
moon, their appearance is ſubject to various changes, 
and all the light which they reflect is derived from 


the Sun of rig teouſneſs. + Concerning ſuch perſons, 


it is foretold, that.their acquaintance with the truths, 


the ways, and conſolations of God, ſhall be greatly 
Increaſed, both in reſpect of clearneſs and extent, and 


that they ſhall ſhine forth with uncommon luſtre and 


magnificence. So refulgent was to be the ſplendor in 


which they were to appear, that it ſhould reſemble the 
celeſtial light, diſplayed by him who is given to be 
Head over all things to the church. They were td 


exhibit, with peculiar advantage, thoſe divine graces, 


ang 2 virtues, which he illuſtriouſly exem- 
And the light of the ſun ſhall be ſeven-fold, as the 
light of ſeven days. This is a grand idea: indeed, the 
human mind cannot eaſily conecive any thing greater, 
or more ſublime. The ſun may here. ſignify, the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the promiſed Meſſiah, the unſpeak - 


able gift of God, the joy of our hearts, who is em- 
phatically ſtyled, the Sun of righteouſneſs; or, as the 
words import; the true Sun, the true real light, which 


* 


illuminates; the ſpiritugl world. Material A are 
only emblems of things. ſpiritual : thoſe Which are 
corporeal, are only figures of them that are true, {pi- 


ritual, and permanent. At the, time o which hie 
prophecy looked forward, he who is the light of he 


world, was to ſhine forth with amiable majeſty, and 
meridian brightneſs; communicating to the church, 
the knowledge of the glory of God, the beauties of 
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holineſs, and the moſt reviving conſolations. Accor 1. 
ing to the elegant language of our prophet, The 
Lord ſhall be unto thee an ,everlaſting light, and 

thy God thy glory“. In conſequence whereof, the ; 

Ignorance, ſuperſtition, and impurity, in which t 
had been involved, being removed the light of life 
was to appear in its full beauty and glory, with a . 

luſtre far ſuperior to any thing hitherto experi- 
enced. ——lIt ſhall be ſeven-fold: greater, and. more re- 
fulgent, than in times paſt. Their felicity Was, in all 
treſpects, to be increaſed ſeven. times beyond- what- 
had- been enjoyed i in former. days. To form a . 
eſtimate of this promiſed proſperity, in the vaſt abun- 
dance of which the church was to rejoice, the light 
of ſeven days muſt be ſuppoſed collected into one; 
and therefore it muſt be exceeding great; far ſurpaſſ- 
ing deſcription. The number ſeuen, by which many 
remarkable circumſtances and events ate ſet forth in 
| ſcripture, is often uſed to denote: plenitude and per. 
fection, We read of ſeven ſpirits, ſeven angels, and 
ſeven churches, God threatens to puniſh His people 
ſeven times for their tranſgreſſions; ; and, in the words 
we have been conſidering, he promiſes, that the light 
of the ſun ſhall be ſeven · fold, at once pure and abun. 
dant . The time in which this prophiey _ de 
accompliſbed, is thus deſcribed: :: * 
= In the day that the Lord bindeth ud, 10. The dr 
©... might primarily refer to ſeveral remarkable periods, 
wherein the Jewiſh people were greatly. hurt and 
broken, by means of their idolatry, ſuperſtition; hypo- 
criſy, and other enormous crimes. On account of 
their obſtinate rebellion, againſt God, they were viſited 
by many ſevere judgments, by which terrible breaches 
were made among them; ànd they were ſo deeply 
Vounded, that their condition ſeemed to be dan- 
gerous, and to threaten, the diſſolution of boch their = 
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to — their wound: Amidſt 7 | 
cations, God who faw- their ways, - pitiei diy mi 
ries, healed their diſtempers, and Teese 
thein. This is che period here fixed; for che fulfil-- 
ment of the above ; Which, on fuch occa- 
ſions as 3 hath been in ſome mea - 
ſure verified. After they returned from captivity to 
their own land, the breach and ſtroke the) had re- 
29 — tt — oy y beheld _ 
city a again appearing utedus maje 
they were admitted into the courts of the Lord's hi 
they were favoured. with the clear increafing li 
divine inſtruction, and "walked JE and don 11 
name of the Lord their G d.— 
however, was only and typical; and its 
concomitants can de ſaid to come up to e 
accompliſhment of what is here foreteld. The p 
phecy receives its completion, in the kingdom o 


71 
the: 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, when God is pleaſed . ; 


breaches, and the wounds, to-which-fin'hath given 
riſe. . In ſuch 


which was 


the light 1 


them to rejoice in 


To this 4 —— prol 
E lead forward our n Caric 
n this hope, let us frequently 

that God, who is faithful; may sccompliſh 
phecies of his ſervants,- anſwer the prayers 


people, and perform his glorious promiſed LJ 8 
grant us the bleſſedneſs of them 


Heavenly Father, 
who believe, that there ſhall be a performance of 
thoſe things vhich we wid: e Put a 
You 1h 41 ſpeedy 


That deliverance, = 


5 the ſpiritual light, dif. 
fuſed through the church; as much tranſcends' that | 
yed under the former diſpenſation, aa 
ſug excels the light of the moon. 
The true Sun illuminates them with the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God; be entiches them. 
with abundance of divine gifts ae graces ggg 
teous proſperity and folicity. 
j prediftions WIG — 5 
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enten to temptation, to ſim and be, 
haſten the happy time, when all the 8 
world ſhall become the king 
of them that are ſaved, 


ſhall be glad and rejoice, andagive hongur to thee, 
Extend, we beſeech thee, moſt; mexciful Father, the 
Knowledge of the revelations of thy grace unto all the. 
inhabitants of the world; and grant, that ſinners, 
ready to periſh, may be edu enlightened and 
faved, by him whom. thou haſt given, to. be thy owe 
tion to all the ends of the earth. Let, the; praiſes of 
the Lord our, God fill heaven and earth! may they | 
occupy the hearts, the ure — the lives of all thy 
people! and let the. worſhi nn 5 
 faints ſhew forth thy rig and ſalvation 
the day! O. Lord God, who art a preſent help in 
time of trouble, bind up the breach of thy 
heal the ſtroke of their wound: and haſten the glo- 


rious day, when the church e hall ſhine ank 


err the light of he ae. ſhall 
be ſeven· fold. And let all wn e 
ä en Rh the Lord, . 8! Py N. V3 
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Gown far, burning with his anger; and the bur- 
, den thereof is heavy ; his lips are full of indig- 
174 nation, and his fongve e as a devouring'h fire. 


We now proceed briefly to: difculs the laſt: unticle 
1 of the diſcourſe contained in this chapter, Which treats 
of the awful 'puniſhment'to.be-inflited-upon the Aſ- 


0 ſytians, and the Se 


that event was to be accom 3 
the Ephraimites the folly and 
ſchey had formed, of calling in the aid f tice 
tians againſt the Adfyrians, whilſt the true God, t we 
God of their fathers, was able and ready to 
from their powerful enemies, thoſe who truſted i i 
4 r and e his Proto cu 1 ſtriking p hich | 
13 9 


oms of our Lord, anꝗd 
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which he ſets before them; by predicting the deſtruc- 
tion of Sennacherib's army Having foretoldithe:dif 
ſolution of the Iſraelitiſi ſtate by the Affyrians to 
encourage the upright” among them who donſided in 
God; and to ſhew tliat thoſe who oppreſſed them were 
not to paſs unpuniſned; the prophet delineates, with 
admirable eloquence; the tremendous judgment to be 
executed upon the Aſſyrians, who repreſented the 
formidable adverſaries! of the church, that, in ſubſe- 
quent ages, would oppoſe and diſtreſs' them. To ren- 
der his deſeription the more magniſicent and intereſt. 
ing, the Almighty is introduced in the character of 
an offended Prinee, highly diſpleaſed at ſome daring 
affronts offered to his majeſty, and determined to vin 
dicate his injured honour and glory. 
Bebold tb namt of the Lord, & e. Jehova is here 

exhibited going forth to execute righteous vengeanee, 

diſcovering ſymptoms of indignation and contempt, 
which were to be poured out upon a haughty cruel 
people. The name of the Lord is a Hebraiſm, 
which denotes the Lord himſelf. It is oſten uſed by 
the writers of the Old: Teſtament: of this, a rem¹ K.. 
able inſtance oceurs in the animated addreſs of Moſes 
to the Iſraelites; who declared, that the various ca- 
tended to induce them to fear this glorious and 
* fearful name, The Lord thy God . In this ſenſe, 
the expreſſion may be underſtood here, intimating, 
that Jehovah was to conciliate glory to himſelf, and 
to render his name great and renowned among the 
nations, by the diſplays he was to give of his merey, 
in the deliverance of his diſtrefſed people; and of his 
righteouſneſa, in the deſtruction of their enemies: or, 
by the name of the Lord, may be meant, the angel, 
in whom is the name of the Lord, who was fo be ein- 
ployed in executing the terrible judgment which is 
the ſubje& of this prophecy. This celeſtial meſſen- 
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ger — far, even from 
wrath of God is revealed againſt all — — 
and ungodlineſs of men. Perhaps, the; words | 
Jar may relate to the time in which: this r 
was to be inflicted; 
long delayed, juſtly deſerved, ad re y1 
by dur prophet, and the the other ſervants of z6d, 
from ancient tine. ney d e . 
Burning -with his anger. 1 - The wrath-of the Moſt 
| High was, on this oecaſion, to be kindled, and to 
_ burr as fire; to which it is often compared 8 
ture, that it * eee like re 
inſulting 
theredf it week 
verity of the 
againſt che enemies of his Lis wn I 
only; to conſume them, by its —— beatz but to 
oruſh them to pieces, by its unſupportabla a 
In alluſion to what takes place in men, eine 
greatly incenſed, two effects of God's hot diſpleaſure = 
are mentioned in the next words : "His lips art full of 
— 4s neee een the- face, and 
the eyes to ſparkle; but when it arrives at a 
great —— «pro nate th the 10 quiver. And bis 
longus as a devouring r _ = 
ears the —_— wens dn be like ſharp arrows of 
3 and as coals of juniper; 10 devour the = 
enemies of his heritage Unite all the parts 


| 1 the deſcription, and it appears truly maſeſtie and 
awful, eſpecially. dF ag as is zan the fling 
verſe 1 * ente wich; wo » 4 +11. 11 MY WAR: * 42 * 
1 175 „ ARREST 155, 
28 And his derch is 1 eee ſtream, 
all reach to the midſt of the neck, to ſift the ; 
nations with the ſieve of Vanity: and there ſhall 


be a bridle in the Jaw A 8 people, caufin 
them to err. td” de 


eee 
Gon delivered 


awful e 5 nen. 1 


mercy — — ene e- 


God's mouth, to his 
| effe&s prey a it was 5 


pleaſure. To ſhew the 


neſs — naar yr ar tobe lerided to the brat of 5 


— — an--overfiow-. _ 


ing ſtream, 'which runs with great force and rapidity, 


carrying every thing along with it ere 58 


way. To point out its 
ſtream ſball rearb ta the neck, 
ria ſeems here to be bin a 8 
the head of which was the king; and the neck, the _. 
princes, nobles, generala, and other great men, inthe 
empire. To perſons. occup theſe elevated ſta- 
tions, and poſſeſſing the hi 
the threatened calamities were to reach. 
tiful figurative expreſſion emphatically repreſents, the 
perfect eaſe with which the — deſolating judg- 
ments were to be inflicted, andthe powerful excentire 
effects wherewith they were to be attended. 12 

To fift the nations with the fieve of wanity: "oc Gave; 


5 you know, is uſed in the barn; aide cally — 0 


parate the beſt from the. worſt and lighteſt parts of 
the grain, which, during the operation, is greatly agi- 
tated, and toſſed to and fro. Vanity ſometimes fag- 
nifies in ſeripture, a thing that is light, or of little or 
no value, which cannot yield any ſubſtantial adean- 
tage; ſuch as a bubble floating upon the watery or 
vapour aſcendin from the earth. At other times, it 


offices ſhane; EY 
2 | 


denotes, that which is falſe and deceitful, and is not | 


in reality what-it appears to be; ſuch as riches and 


honours, which promiſe great things that they cannot 


mer To ſift the nations with this ſieve, to win- 


— 
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aud ſo direct their motions, that they were certainly 
to execute the deſigns he had in view to accom- 
plwliſnh. The extraordinary purpoſe which this bridle 
Was to ſerve; is next mentioned in theſe ſurpriſing 


row them with this xan of emptineſs; is tu excite among 


them the moſt violent commotion, to daſſi them one 


againſt another, ſo as to reduee them to ã ſtate of con- 
fuſion, with the view of ſeparating the better from the 
worſe. This operation being perfommed with the 


| ſieve of vanity, nothing uſeful was to remain behind; 
but all was to come to nothing, and to terminate in 
diſappointment . Farther, to illuſtrate this ſubject, 


another metaphor of peculiar excellence is introduced, 
taken from the common practice of putting bits into 


the horſes mouths, by wäiich they ure eafily com 
manded and directed. In alluſion to this well-known 


cuſtom, — is „ ſhall: 8 in "the 
Jaws of the people. The ſame figure is uſed, chap. 
+ 1h hrs of this prophecy; in relation to Rom 
ſubject, where God faith, concerning Sennacherib, I 
vill put my hook into his noſe, and my bridie into 
his jaws.“ The expreſſion importz, that the Al. 
mighty would lay ſuch reſtraints upon the people, 


words, cauſing them to err. Bridles are pation horſes 
and mules, not to make them go out of the way, but 
to keep them in it. In the inſtance before us, the re- 
ſtraining power of God was to be exerted for prevent- 
ing the king of Aſſyria, and 8 de- 
ſtroying Jeruſalem, and making them defiſt from th 

hoſtile deſigns they had formed againſt it. In this 
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of his people to deviate from the wicked purpoſe they 
had in view, and ſo effectually diſconcerted the = 


a, 1 
e *s 


- 


209 Ye ſhall have a ſong as in the night, when 


a holy ſolemnity is kept; and gladneſs of heart, 


a when one goeth with a pipe to come into te 


: mountain | 


or 
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a ph Þ 8 | 5 8 * f | * 1 1 » 
mountain of the Lon, te the mighty One 
- 7 „ : ; + o % 198 5 
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en d in , 5 
Theſe words beautifully deſcribe the Sultatioans 
and joy which were to be expreſſed by the Jewiſh | 
church, on their deliverance from the oppreſſive — 
wer of Aſſyria, which threatened their deſtruction. 1 
e to whom God hath been gracious, who. have 
waited for him, who have caſt away your idols, and 
devoted yourſelves to his ſervice, whoſe bieach the 
Lord hath bound up, and whoſe wound he hath 
healed—ye ſhall, have a ſong; ample, ground ſhall be 
afforded: you of Jy and praiſe, which ye ſhall grate- 
fully expreſs in hymns of triumph, wherein ye ſhall 
celebrate the, praiſes of your great Deliverer, and the 
happineſs. of your condition. The heart. felt joy ex- 
cited by ſome. wonderful unexpected interpoſſtion of 
providence, cannot eaſily be.confined to inward emo- 
tions, but; burſts forth in ſongs, and in other expreſ- 
ſions of gladneſs. The Iſraelites, When delivered 
from bondage in Egypt, when reſcued from the op- 
preſſion. of the Canaanites, and on, other. occaſions, 
teſtified their joy in ſongs. of gratulation and tri- 
umph. In like manner, the Jewiſh people were to 
have a ſong, on account of their being miraculouſly 
ſaved from the oppreſſive power of Aſfyria. 
As in the night, & c. Theſe words ſeem to have an = 
obvious reference to one or other of the ſacred feſlti- JF 
vals, inſtituted under the former diſpenſation. Among 
theſe, there were three required to be kept with pe 
culiar ſolemnity and joy; namely, the feaſt of the x 
paſſover,. of pentecoſt, and of tabernacles. Of all 
the feaſts, the paſſover was the firſt, and the meſt 
ſolemn, having been appointed ta commemotate the 
wonderful preſervation of the firſt-· born of Iſrael, 
when the firſt· born of the Egyptians were ſlain; and 
the exit of that people from under the hand of their 
oppreſſors. It is therefore called, in way of em: 
nence, the feaſt, and the feaſt of the paſſover, both _ | 
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in the Old and New Teſtament. The poſterity of. 
Iſrael were enjoined to obſerve this feſtival at night, | 
as we learn from its inſtitution *, From the nature 
and deſign of this ſolemnity, it is evident, that the 
joy of the Iſraelites muſt have been very great at that 
ſeaſon, when, in plalms and hymns, they celebrated 
the praiſes of God, who ſaved them from the Winds 
of their cruel taſk-maſters. In the verſe before us, 
| God, by our prophet, graciouſly aſſures the inhabit- 

ants of Judea, that they were to have ſimilar reaſons 
to ſing his praiſe, for delivering them from the ty- 
ranny of Aﬀyria, Some learned men have en 
that the ſeventy-ſixth pfalm was the ſong which was 
ſung on this memorable occaſion. Indeed, it well 
accords with the circumſtances of that great erent; 
and is admirably adapted to that very extraordinary. 
interpoſition of divine providence, which is the fub- 
je& of this prophecy.——Bleſſed be God, we alſo, 
my brethren, have our holy ſolemnities, which ought 
| to be kept with gladneſs of heart. We have the Sab- 

bath, the Lord's day, inſtituted by the command, the 
example, and bleſſing of God, which, hath been ho. 

noured by the reſurrection of Jeſus: Chriſt from the 
dead, by the effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt at pentecoſt, 
and many ſubſequent teſtimonies of the divine pre- 
ſence. Chriſt, our Paſſover, is facrificed for us; and 
therefore we ought to keep our great goſpel-folemnity, 
not only with ſmcerity and truth, bat with thankſ- 
giving and praiſe. This is the day which the Lord 
hath made, we will be glad and rejoice; we will not 
only reſt from our worldly employments and Tecrea- 
tions; but we will folemnize it, by uniting fervent 
ſupplications with grateful thankſgivings, by reading 
the ſcriptures, by alms- giving; and attending divine 
ordinances, ſuch as the Lord's ſupper, — the mini- 
ſtry of the goſpel. 

And n 7 of Heart, as 40hen, "ie. Another 
beautiful emblem is employed, to ropreient the very 


„See Exod. xii. * 


grest 
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2 * the righteous vengeanc Gi 
cuted upon their enemies. Under the former diſpen« 
fation, the-lſraelites were exceeding j 1 when they 


— mount Zion, to' the of the Lord, 4 


e went with the multitude that 


eſpecially at certain ſolemn ſeaſons, when they con- 
wag for the expreſs purpoſe of 'rejoiting before the 
Lord their God. On ſuch occaſions, went up 
_ delight the ſacred mountain, on which ſtood the 

emple of Jehovah 5 who, in the following words, is 
called the — One, or the Rock of Iſrael. In 
joyful p preceded by pſalteries, tabrets, 


reat joy which was to be diffuſed the Jewiſh 
_ ewbich exe · 


pipes, and ha rps, they approached his holy habitation, 


that they might ke prafocs before him their gifts and of 
ferings in the manner he required. Hence the invi- 
tation of the royal poet, Serve the Lord with | glad f 
© neſs, and come before his preſence with 
RecolleQing, in ſolitude, his own | 
kept holy day . 


c the houſe of God, with the voice of joy and ' 
The gladneſs of heart felt by the inhabitans . 


at the time to which _— „was to re- 
ſemble the joy which th — v5 lee br p 
peculiar fellivity, when it arrived at the greateſt. 


height. The reaſon is ſubjoined in the ar. | 


30 And the Lorp ſhall nally his 3 
voice to be heard, and ſhall ſhew the 2 | 
down of his-arm, with the indignation of bs 


anger, and with the flame of a deyouring fire, | 


| with ſcattering, and tempeſt, and hailſtones. 


Our prophet now foretels, that Jehovah was to 
appear in the glory of his majeſty, and in the terrors 
of his wrath. The deſcription is truly ſublime, exhi- 
biting great objects with a magnificent diſplay of ima- 
gery and dickion; ; expreſſing ideas at once with per- | 
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re and elevation, that they might ſtrike more 
orcibly upon the mind. The glorious voice of 
God may denote, the thunder of his power, the voice 


of his excellency, which none ean underſtand. Of 


this voice, which is truly glorious, the pſalmiſt gives 


a ſplendid repreſentation in Plal. xxix; where he lays, 


it rends, ſhakes, penetrates, melts, and breaks the ob- 


jects to which it reaches. The thunder may be call. 
| et the voice of God; becauſe it proceeds from him, 


is indeed tremendous, and affords an-awful diſplay of 
his majeſty, power, and glory. Not only was the 
Lord to make his voice to be heard, but he was alſo 
to ſhew the lighting down of his arm. In alluſion to 


© the arm of man, by which he exerts his ſtrength, and 
performs the greateſt achievements, to aſſiſt our ſeeble 


apprehenſions of the divine power, the ſcriptures ſpeak 
of the arm of the Lord, by which he diſplays bis om- 


nipotence, not only in protecting, delivering, and a- 


it ing his people, but in overthrowing their enemies. 
1 Of his holy arm, Jehovah was to ſhew the lighting 


. people of his wrath, and made them feel the direful 


_ highly diſpleaſed. The expreſſio : 
tion, imports, that, in fulfilling this prediQion, the 
"Almighty was to vex, in his hot diſpleaſure, thoſe 


down. His avenging power was to accompliſn the 
moſt aſtoniſtung effects, when it laid hold on the 


conſequences of his dread diſpleaſure.Mitb the in- 
dignation of his anger. In accommodation to the 
weakneſs of the human underſtanding, Iſaiah, - 
ing of Jehovah, aſcribes to him thoſe actions and pal- 
ſions that cannot in a literal ſenſe be applied to 


| him; but which lead the mind to inveſtigate thoſe 


operations and qualities which belong to him, that 


: are analogous to the images he employs. Though 


anger is not in God, a turbulent uneaſy paſſion as in 
man; yet indignation and wrath are attributed to 

him, when he acts in fome meaſure as men that are 
on under / conſidera- 


who had inſulted and provoked, his majeſty, and to 


+ diſtribute ſorrows to them in his wrath. 1 


zo» 
— 


— 


them. A ſtriking deſcription is next given of 
the dreadful concomitants of the divine diſpleafure. 
8 be attended with ng Hl 77 Sj 

he flame of -a devouring fire. The words may b 
underſtood: literally, ſignifying the terrible flaſhes of 


the ments here threatened, and to be the 
means of conſuming the haughty adverſaries of the 
kingdom of God: or they may be interpreted fignra- 


tively, denoting. the dreadful judgments which were 


to be inflicted upon the Aſſyrians, at the time refer- 
red to. Like the flames of deyouring fire, they were 


to break forth ſuddenly and unexpectedly, and to. 
ſpread with amazing rapidity, conſuming all that 


came within their reach. Adopt either of the expo- 


ſitions that you think beſt, and moſt ſuited to the con. 
nection and deſign of N ſcatier- 


ing, probably the effect 


a prodigious ſtormy wind, 
that diſperſed and carried away every thing moveable 


upon which it lighted. And with: tempeſt : wick 


may either ſignify, a violent commotion. in the air, 


accompanied with a fierce ſtormy wind; ſome ſudden 
impetuous irreſiſtible calamity, or a combination of 


deſolating re nts. Aud haiſſtonet, from thoſe 
treaſures which G th reſerved againſt the time of 


trouble, againſt the day of battle and war, when he 
ſometimes ſhowers them down of a large ſize, in vaſt 
quantities. The army of the five cont 


much more from the t bailſtones that fell upon 
them, than from he hound of the Iſraelites f. Of 


this ſort, were the hailſtones by which the army of 
the proud Aſſyrian monarch was in part to be over- 
thrown. 0 Lord, how great are thy works: how 


unſearchable are thy judginents! We contemplate the 
| 8 operation 


— 


1 


9 
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. conſe his ary'/to, Yell /tignd + 


which were dicomfited in the days of Joſhua, ſuffered + 
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operation of thy r ee arm, not only in the im- 
meaſurable expanſe of heaven, and in this well. fur- 
niſhed world; but in the wind, the rain, the hail, the 
thunder, the lightning, and the tempeſt, which thou 
ſendeſt upon ſome places, to execute thoſe purpoſes 
of mercy, or righteouſneſs, which thou haſt in view 
to accompliſh, O Lord! be not a terror to us in the 
day of evil. 5 C 


31 For through the voice of the Logp ſhall 
the Aſſyrian be beaten down, which ſmote with 


a rod. 


Though the deſtruction of the 232 was to be 
executed by the miniſtry of an angel, yet it was not 
to be accompliſhed in profound ſilence: it was to be 
accompanied with an amazing tempeſt, with thunder, 
lightning, and hail; at leaſt, with fuch confuſion and 
terror as is excited by ſome dreadful. hurricane. 
There ſeems to be an alluſion, in this verſe, to tjñe 
deſolation produced by the thunder of God's power, 
which beats down all that ſtands in its way, and does 
great things that we cannot comprehend, By this 
tremendous voice of Jehovah, the Aſſyrians, who 
had ſmitten with a rod, and ſeverely. puniſhed the 
people of God for their ſins, were to be laid proſtrate 
on the ground. ——Indelible impreſſions of the ma- 
Jeſty, power, and glory of God, may be diſcerned, 
not only in the creatures he hath made, but in the 
diſpenſations of his providence, which we never con- 
template aright, unleſs we ſee God in them. A nice 
judge looks with a critical eye on a ſme picture, not 
ſo much to obſerve the different ſhades in the colour- 
ing, as to diſcover the exquiſite ſkill: of the painter, 
that, in the beauty of the workmanſhip, he may ad- 
mire the abilities, and read the-name of the artiſt. 
Thus ought we, my brethren, to behold the wonder- | 
ful works of the Moſt High, and particularly his 
works of judgment, which are admirably adjuſted 5 


— 


\ 


= be executed upon the proud adverſaries of God's 


s 32. PROPHECIES or 6 5 
all their circumſtances ; and clearly 
n and his darn from v erode 


32 And tn" 
aft ſhall paſs, which the 9 
him, it ſhall be with tabrets and Rarps: 
battles of ſhaking will he fight with it. 


Theſe · words ſeem deſigned to confirm and ilultrate 
the certainty of the divine judgment, which was to 


people. The king of Aſſyria, with his army, was 
the grounded ſtaff, or the rod of correction, as the | 
Hebrew word' ſignifies, intended in this prediction; 1 
of whom the prophet Habakkuk thus ſpeaks: . 
Lord, thou haſt ordained them for judgment; and, | | 
0 O mighty God, thou haſt founded them for cor- 
_ © reQion'®.' The Aſſyrian empire was the rod or 
ſtaff wherewith God corrected the nations, and par- 

ticularly his own people; the inſtrument whereby he 
inflicted W judgment upon them for their 
ſins.—— In every place in the land of Canaan, 
through which this ſtaff, the Aſſyrian monarch and 
his army, paſſed, i. e. had occupied and defolated— 
'which the Lord ſhall lay upon him; i. e. upon which _ 
place the Lord ſhall cauſe his rod of correction to 1 
reſt, according to'the marginal reading; it, the rod * 
or ſtaff, ſhall paſs away with tabrets and harps. The = 
metaphor i is taken from oxen — into the yoke, or Th 
beaſts of burden which carry heavy loads, that are 
goaded and ſtruck with a rod, by thoſe who have the 
management of them. In a' condition fimilar to "theſe 
animals, were the people reduced to ſervitude by the 
Aſſyrians, who greatly diſtreſſed them by 
taxes, oppreſſive edicts, and ſervile labours. All thoſe | 
places which were ſtill inhabited, that had felt the = 
opprallive weight of his e ſtaff, after their 1 
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E miraculous deliverance from the power of an infult. 
© ing foe, by the flaughter of the Aſſyrian army, were 
to celebrate this great event with the inſtruments of 

8 ot which _ _ in uſe. And in battles 7 

ſhaking will be fight with it. Thoſe places in Judea; 

| hid bad — and deſolated, were . 

to rejoice, when the remains of the vaſt Afſyrian 

army paſſed along; becauſe God himſelf had; 

from heaven, fought againſt their enemies, and by 

his ſtrong hand, and ſtretched-out arm, had ſhaken 

and torn them to pieces. The thunder, lightning, 

and hail, with other plagues, ſtruek them with terror, 

made them tremble and ſhake, whilft they were en · 

tirely defeated, and all their hoſtile defigns difcon- 

certed. Sennacherib, having conſpired againſt the 
Jewiſh people, and taken the defenced cities of Judah} 

laid ſiege to Jeruſalem, fully determined ta ſpoil and 

deſtroy that city: but almighty God was pleaſed io 
fruſtrate his purpoſe, to fight againſt his army in 

battles of ſhaking, to humble that haughty monarch, 

and to cut down the thickets of his ——The 
judgments of God are a great deep, which we can. 

not explore. We are, unable to explain their nature, 

to inveſtigate the cauſes of their ſuddenneſs and ſeve- 

rity, of their frequency, extent, and continuance. 
ITheſe ſubjects, which far tranſcend the moſt pene- 

1 trating underſtanding, we ought to cont: e wi 

awe, veneration, and profound ſubmiſſion, deeply | 

- fible, that, in this manner, it is our indiſpenſable 
duty to give glory to the Lord our God. © © 


33 For Tophet ir ordained of old; yea, for 

the king it is prepared: he hath made t deep 
nd large: the pile thereof ir fire and much 
> wood; the breath of the Lok p, like a ſtream of 


8 


brimſtone, doth-kindle it. 

Tphis verſe, which concludes the ſubje& of which 

our prophet hath been treating, contains an important 
n „ argument 


/ 


/ 


the church of God in every age, to them they may 
be figuratively applied. Let us ſhortly conſider them 
in both ſenſes . The Hebrew. word Tophet ſigni- 


fies, ſuch a martial inſtrument as we call a Drum. 


It was the name of a valley, ſituated near to the city 


the Valley of Hinnom. In this place, the Canaanites, 


and after ward the Iſraelites; notwithſtanding they * 


were {trily prohibited, ſacrificed: their children, 


burning them in the fire, in honour of the idol 


named Moloch, It; was a hollow image, made of 
braſs, placed in this valley, into which its votaries 


baving put fire, they threw in the children alive, 


that were offered to this idol. To prevent their la- 
mentable ſhrieks and eries from being heard, perſons 
| vere appointed to beat upon drums, or inſtruments 


ſome what ſimilar to them. Hence it had the name 


of Tophet. Several things are related concernin 
this infamous place in the Old Teſtament, which 
ſhew, that it exhibited a ſtriking. emblem of the 


place of torment, the lake of fire and brimſtone, 


wherein the wicked are puniſhed. Situated without 
the walls of Jeruſalem, it was deſtined to be the 
theatre on which the moſt - excruciating anguiſh-was 
 fuffered : the moſt bitter ſcreams of the tortured 
children were every where heard. In theſe, and in 


other reſpects, it afforded an affecting repreſentation: 
of the infernal regions, which are ſeparated from the 


New Jeruſalem by an impaſſable gulf; where the 
worm dieth not, and the fire is not Sch where 
the voice of their tarment aſcendeth up for ever and 


ever, who worſhip the beaſt and his image. It is 


therefore uſed for a place df puniſhment by fire. 


| | 


t | 
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argument whereby the foregoing predictions are eſta, © 
a dliſhed, and a forcible deſeription of their entire com- 
plwGKubtion. Conſidering the words in relation to the 
Aſſyrians, to whom, they primarily referred, they 
muſt be literally explained: viewing them as having 
reſpect to the inveterate enemies and perſecutors of 
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* Tophet is ordained old. k eee. 5 


are known from the beginning, to be the place 
wherein the moſt awful divine judgments ere 
._ "executed upon the avowed implacable enemies of the 
church. This ordination is affirmed to have been of 
old, in the counſels of God, which are from everlaſt. 
ing: or, as the word, in the original ge, figni. 


ina 
figurative ſenſe, denoting that period, long ago elapſ- 
. e Cod ſettled the mountains, Wy nur. _ 
_ valleys, which, to him, is as yeſterday. a, for 
the king it is prepared. The literal Tophet was ſo or- 
dered and diſpoſed, by infinite wiſdom and power, as 
to form a proper convenient place for the deſtruQtion 
of the vaſt army of the great king of Aſfyria. The 
allegorical Tophet is alſo prepared, by the ſame om- / 
nipotent righteous Lord, for the king, the prince of 


= | this world, the chief and leader of the powers of 


darkneſs, with all his ſubjects, who are led captive-by 


wr him at his pleaſure. Our bleſſed Saviour therefore, 


5 — 7 


deſcribing the proceſs of the final ee 
„ © Depart 


for the devil and his angels. made it 

| deep and large. So extenſive were the dimenſions of 
the valley of Tophet, that it was admirably ſuied to 
the accompliſhment of the awful purpoſe to which, at 
the time referred to, it ſhould prove ſubſervient. The 


. + 21 Tophet prefigured by it, is made ſufficiently capacious, 


not only to contain the king and head of the apoſtaſy 
from God, but all the nations of them that forget the 


Ic, and yield choſen ſubjection to the prince of the 
V ; power'bf the air. t... 
1 be pile theredf is 2 much <voods Vaſt quanti- 


die of ber maſt have been colloRted into the valley 


8 8 „ * Matth. XXV. 41. . oy . 


4 
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8 
. * © 1 
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gredients which conſtitute the complicated miſery of 
thoſe who ſhall be tormented in the preſence of the 
holy angels, and in the preſence of the Lamb. It may 
be inquired, How could the large piles of combuſtible 
materials be kindled? The anſwer is given in the 
next words: The breath. of the Lord, like a f f 
brinflone, doth kindle'it, Notwithſtanding numbers 
of people were doubtleſs employed in ſetting on fire 


almighty power, gave ſecret-efficacy, and certain ſuc- 
ceſs: to their operations, that they might accompliſh 
his righteous: judgments. With reſpect to the other 
* Topbet, of which it was the figure, the wrath of Je- 
hovah, here compared to liquid brimſtone, effectual 
kindles the unquenchable fire, whereby the wi 


— 
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ſhall be tormented 3 who, in the words of Jeſus _ 
Chriſt, © ſhall be caſt into, a furnace of fire; there 


* ſhall be wailing and gnaſhing of teeth *." 

| This momentous and intereſting truth ought not 
to be ſuperficially- diſcufled, or muy ed over, 
leſt, by treating it in this manner, it fail to operate 


thoſe extenſive ſalutary effects, on our temper and 
conduct, which it is intended to produce. 1 will not, 


however, enlarge at preſent, leſt your attention, which 
hath been arreſted by this awful ſubje&, may relax, 
and ſo the impreſſion it is ſuited to canvey, e 
faint and confuſed. I therefore conclude this Lecture 
more abruptly than I could have wiſhed. The 


ly Ne 
Lord hath made all things for 'himſelf; yea, even 


the wicked for the day of evil “ An excellent He- 
brew ſcholar "remarks, that the original worde might 


be properly tranſlated, © The Lord hath made ever 


5 » Matth. xj. 42. 5 '+ Prov, avi. 4. . 
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immenſe- number of human ſacrifices which were 
there offered to Moloch. The fire and much wood. 
bdurnt in that place, might repreſent, the dreadful in- 


the large piles of wood which burnt in the valley of 
Tophet, yet the word of God, accompanied with his 
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> +9722  - LECTURES, c. Char. XXX, 
s thing for that which correſponds to it; even hz 
e wicked for the day of evil:” and what is more ſuit- 
ad to a wicked man, than an evil day. Doch not af. 
 -- . _ fronted majeſty, and iinpartial juſtice, require, that 
08 .. thoſe who perverſely endeavour to counteract the de- 

' fign of infinite wiſdom in their formation, ſhould feel 
the effects of almighty power in their puniſhment ? 
Would you then happily avoid the dreadful doom of 

the enemies of God? flee from the wrath to come, 

f forſake your evil ways, and betake yourſelves to the 

F * - . hope ſet before you. In the plenitude of pureſt com- 

1 | - paſtion, and with bowels of the tendereſt love, the 

great God, whom you have offended, entreats you to 
eſcape from the terrible miſeries that 28 ; 
the workers of iniquity. As I live, faith the Lord 
God, I have no pleaſure in the death of the wic- 
© ked—turn ye, turn ye, from your evil ways; for 
< why will ye die, O houſe of Iſrael * ?——The Lord 
< bleſs thee, and keep thee : the Lord make his face | 
© ſhine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee: the | 
© Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, and give | 
* thee peace .. TTT 
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